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• NEW RAM PACK 
t FAX • THE PCW WAY 

• LATEST 3.5 INCH DRIVE 
t AGENDA/PCW LINK-UP 
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Double your power and 
performance the easy way 
See page 46 
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LOCOSCRIPT TIPS • SOFTWARE GUIDE • CP/M HIGHLIGHTS 




FACSIMILE 



AMIGA 500 



RICOH Fax 07 
External 
Fuji Features 

FaX £650 



CANON Fax 80 
Send and 
Receive 

£599 



BROTHER Fax 
16 Shades 
Touch Dial 
Group 3 
£499 



A500 + TV MODULATOR 

+ ACCESSORIES From£259 



A500 + TV MODULATOR + 

- RETURN OF THE JEDI - CUSTODIAN 

- MERCENARY - WARLOCKS QUEST 

- ZYNAPPS - HELLBENT - 

- POWERPLAY - ELIMINATOR 

- 23 PUBLIC DOMAIN GAMES 

£320 



RAM EXPANSION £99 



SECOND DRIVE £75 



ATARI ST 



MANNESMANN TALLY LASER 



^MT9057 

^£950f 



6 ppm, 5,000 pages per month 
300,000 page engine life 
Hewlett Packard Laserjet 
Series II emulation 



PANASONIC 
US 130 
On Site Maint 
+ Installation 

£699 



INCLUDES ON SITE MAINTENANCE 



Fax Card 



ICFAXSRE180 
CFAXSRIE220 



ATARI 1MB EXPLORER PACK £220 



ATAR1 1 MB + SM 124 MONITOR £320 



Super Pack | 21 games + 



organiser software database 
spreadsheet wp £290 



FREE 1 DAY'S TRAINING 

Call now for details (6 H RS) 



When you buy complete 
IBM compatible 
system 



WELL WORTH IT 



TEL 0202 715989 



406 Ashley Road, 
Parkstone, 
Poole, 
Dorset. 



COURIER 
DELIVERY 

,0 ET PIchc allow up to 
Jhf%W 28 days for delivery 



AMSTRAD COMPUTERS 



PCW 8256 
PCW 9512 
PCW 9215 

PC 1512 
PC 1512 

PC 1640SD 
PC 1640DD 
PC 1640DD 



£299 

£374 

£399 

MONO 

£359 

£437 

MONO 

£454 

£519 

£678 



9512 

385! 

Bargain 



COLOUR 

£437 

£517 

COLOUR EGA 

£535 £625 

£598 £679 

£775 £848 



Best 
Possible 
Prices 
!!!!!!! 



PC 2000 SERIES 



PC 2086 
PC 2086 
PC 2086 
PC 2286 
PC 2286 
PC 2386 



SD 

DD 

HD30 

DD 

HD40 

HD65 



MONO 
£500 
£560 
£720 
£866 
£1040 
£1732 



12" HI-RES 14" HI-RES 
COLOUR COLOUR 



COLOUR 
£580 
£640 
£800 
£953 
£1126 
£1819 

5V»" 360K External Drive for PC2000 £155 
5Va" 1 .2Mb External Drive for PC2000 £165 



£660 

£720 

£880 

£1040 

£1213 

£1905 



£740 

£800 

£960 

£1126 

£1299 

£1992 



SAMSUNG 



3000 DD £525 

3000 20Mb HD £745 

6000 SD £895 

6000 20 Mb HD £1,120 

3001_/sing I edriyj^j^^^^E^RO 

ON SITE MAINTENANCE 

COMES FREE! 

W ITH SAMSUNG 

HARD DISK 

21 MB HARD CARD £199.00 

32 MB HARD CARD £210.00 



ALL PRICES 
EXCLUDE VAT 



CANON BJ1 30 
INK JET PRINTER £575 



THE SPECIALS! 



1) CITIZEN 1200 £75.00 



2) Lq 3500 24 pin £165.00 



3) 1081 Monitor CBM £145.00 



IBM ono/ 

computers <| IH/fi 
discount UU/U 



4)9512 £385 



Toshiba 

portables 

discount 



25% 



SHOWROOM OPEN 

MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS 

9.30 to 5.30 pm 



CALL IN TO OUR 

EXTENSIVE 
SHOWROOM IN 
POOLE, DORSET 



PRINTERS 



MT81 £110.00 

err 1200 £120.00 

STAR LC 10 £135.00 
SEIKOSHA1-8OAE115.0O 



EPSON LX800 £150.00 
KXP1081 £120.00 

CIT180E £145.00 

STAR LCIO(COL) £195.00 



24 PIN 



SEIKOSHA SL80A £235.00 
NEC P2200 £275.00 

KXP1124 £275.00 



STARLC24-10 
EPSON LQ500 



£245.00 

£275.00 



LASER 



I) Atari 520 St (Vimb) £150 



6) PC 1512 20Mb MONO £515 
COLOUR £599 



PCW 

light pen 

£35 



Serial 
PTR 
£25 



DMPPTR 

2000!! 
9 pin £55 



Lotus 

Symph 

£75 



SOFTWARE 



Full software list inc: 

LOTUS 

ASHTON TATE 

DIGITAL (GEM) 

Multimate 

Smart 

Wordstar 

WordPerfect 



SAGE 

MICROSOFT 

Supercalc 

Ventura 

Ability 

Clipper 



BROTHER HL8 £1,400.00 

STAR LASER 8 £1,230.00 

HERMES 800 £1,099.00 

MT905 £950.00 



CANON LP08 £1,275.00 
KXP4450 £1,350.00 

HP LASER JET II £1,270.00 



All accessories low low prices 



All Epson Printers 25% Discount 

All Brother Printers 20% Discount 

All NEC Printers 25% Discount 

All Toshiba Printers/Lasers POA 
HP/Roland/Calcomp Plotters 

Minimum 20% Discount 

All Hewlett Packard Lasers 25% Discount 

All Amstrad Printers POA 




FUTURE PUBLISHING 

BEAUFORD COURT 

30 MONMOUTH STREET 

BATH BA1 2AP 

TEL • 0225 442244 

FAX -0225 446019 

EDITOR 

Sharon Bradley 

REVIEWS EDITOR 

Tim Smith 

ART EDITOR 

Julie Barnes 

ART ASSISTANT 

Paul Morgan 
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Melissa Parkinson 
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MANAGER 

Elaine Brooks 
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Kevin Cox 



FUTURE PUBLISHING 

THE OLD BARN 

SOMERTON 

SOMERSET -TA11 7PY 

TEL -0458 74011 



MAIL ORDER QUERIES 

Sarah Richards 
TEL • 0458 7401 1 



SUBSCRIPTION 
ENQUIRIES 

Christine Stacey 



COVER PHOTOGRAPHY 

ASHTON JAMES 
TEL -02216 6686 



COLOUR ORIGINATION 

DP GRAPHICS 

HOLT, WILTS 

TEL 0225 783004 



PRINTED AND BOUND BY 

CHASE WEB 

ST IVES COMPANY 

ST. AUSTELL, CORNWALL 



DISTRIBUTION 

COMAG 

WEST DRAYTON 

MIDDLESEX UB7 7QE 



O FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD 
1989 

3000 Plus is an independent 
publication. Future Publishing Ltd 
have no link with Amstrad pic. 
We welcome contributions Irom 
readers - please enclose aSAE 
with submissions II return ot the 
material is required. Payment lor 
accepted articles is made 4 weeks 

after publication date. 
We take great care to ensure that 
what we print is accurate, but we 
cannot accept liability tor any 
mistakes or misprints No part otthis 
publication may be reproduced in 
any form without our permission. 

ABC - Jan - July 89 30,583 
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Features and Articles 

SCA MEMORY ADD-ON 

Enter the new 51 2K RAM pack that just slots onto the PCW! 

MEMORY 

How to communicate directly with your M drive 

FAME! 

Nick Vandome makes the most of his encounter with a celebrity 

THE PCW AS A FAX MACHINE 

Don't buy one until you know just what your PCW can do 

PCW SUPERDOS 

The PCW's operating system takes on a whole new image! 

PROFILE DATABASE 

How to access the information that you need - quickly! 

GOING FORTH 

We take a brief look at the language with a difference 

Reviews 

NEW 3.5 INCH DRIVE 

The PCW keeps abreast of industry standards 

MYTH 

Magnetic Scrolls' new game reviewed 

DATADATE 

Pete Gerrard finds out exactly what happened - and when! 

PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Software freebies; Steve Patient continues to dig out the best 

PORTABLE COMPUTERS 

Rod Lawton takes Microwriters' AgendA for a spin 

FACTOTUM 

Domestic administration made easy? It's got to be worth a look 

CARTOON CAPERS 

Some fun clip-art comes your way 

BOOKS 

More PCW advice hits the bookshelves 

Regulars 

NEWS PLUS 

People and products - plus the latest club news! 

CP/M 

Steve Patient looks back on a glorious series 

LOCOSCRIPT 

All you ever wanted to know about tabs, tables and margins 

SPEAKEASY 

Computer expert David Wilson returns 

CASE IN POINT 

Fashion design - the PCW way 

LANGFORD 

More musings from our regular scribe 

LISTINGS 

More BASIC type-ins and The Learning Curve 

TIPOFFS 

The pages that help you get the most out of your machine 

GOOD SOFTWARE GUIDE 

Word processors, accounts/payroll, utilities and DTP 

SPECIAL OFFERS 

Roll up! Roll up! 

POST SCRIPT 

Readers' corner; it's over to you 

BACK PAGE 

Find out how to win a load of educational software 
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SCA MEMORY ADD-ON 

Just how useful is it? 
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NEW 3.5 INCH DRIVE 

The PCW makes a natural connection 
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PORTABLE COMPUTERS 

Gunter Wittenberg gets to grips with a 
new kind of touch-typing 
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|| CASE IN POINT 

Designs on you - literally! 



The Amstrad Professiona 
User Group is the officio 
support organisation for 
Amstrad PC, PPC and PCW 
owners. 

With thousands of 
members nationwide, 
the Amstrad - 
Professional User 
Group has 
proved, beyond 
doubt, to be the 
essential add-on 
for Amstrad 
Computer Users. 




Members enjoy 

On-Line Technica 

Assistance, Substantia 

Discounts on Hardware 

and Software, a monthly 

Magazine, Newsletter 

and Offers, Nationwide 

Training, Welcome Pack 

and choice of quality 

Free Gift upon joining. 

Gold Card 

Membership is 

designed for the larger, 

possibly corporate user. 



THE ESSENTIAL 
ADD-ON 



Silver Card 
Membership is 
for the standard 
scale Amstrad 
User. 

For full details 
and our full colour 
brochure, simply 
return the FREEPOST 
coupon (no stamp 
required) or ring 

091 510 8787. 




r Sx 

Please send me Membership 
details of the Amstrad 
Professional User Group. 

I am resident in the U.K. 

Name 

Address 



Postcode 

Day Phone Number 

.Machine Type 

Send to: 
Amstrad 
Professional 
User Group, 

FREEPOST, 
Sunderland 
SRI 1BR 




muMirTED 




8000+/KG/2 



NEWS PLUS 



Easy does it 



Most of us have been there at some 
time or another; that feeling of 
hollow cluelessness you get when 
you sit down at a table in an 
expensive foreign restaurant and 
realise that you can make neither 
head nor tail of the completely 
unintelligible menu that the 
waiter's placed in front of you. You 
can't understand what's on the 
menu and probably wouldn't be 
able to pronounce your order even 
if you could. 

You leave the table frustrated 



and hungry. 

This is how the relatively 
naive PCW-user can feel when 
confronted for the first two or 
three times with the famous CP/M 
A> prompt. He or she may have a 
rough idea as to what's on the 
menu, but the logistics of the 
situation - finding what you want 
to call up (and doing just that) - 
remain utterly defeating. 

Getting to grips with what 
our French counterparts quaintly 
term 'les manipulations 
CP/Miennes' can involve cutting 
your way slowly through a jungle 
of syntax that has about as 



much charm as a Morse code 
emergency signal. 

Yet software like PCW 
SuperDOS - featured on this 
month's cover and reviewed at 
length later in the magazine - has 
the potential to translate CP/M's 
perfunctory A> prompt into a 
golden gateway. By divesting the 
PCW's operating system of its 
harsh unyielding prompt and 
replacing it with a friendlier, more 
communicative front end, 
innovative software like this is 
going to enable further PCW 
users to harness even more of 
their desktop power. 



With the non-LocoScript half 
of the PCW made more easily 
accessible, the machine will finally 
be able to shake off its tenacious 
'dedicated word processor' label 
and journey further into the realms 
of business applications, desktop 
publishing and even on-screen 
entertainment. 

The opportunities are 
there for the taking; why not give 
it a try? 




Open Sesame 



The stunning events which have 
been unfolding in Eastern Europe 
over the last few months will be 
starting to make themselves felt 
even in the PCW world before 
too long. 

Today newspaper recently 
reported Amstrad's international 
sales director, Mark Simons, as 
saying that they were in talks to 
find a Russian trading partner. 
According to Amstrad's public 
relations people, the company 
will be attending a 'major 
computer exhibition' in March to 
be held in Moscow. Amstrad, it 
seems, have already made a 
name for themselves in the 
Eastern bloc with their music 
centres. Russian tourists have 
brought these home from trips to 
Britain and America. The Today 
report went on to mention that the 
demand for computers was so 
great that people were actually 
fighting over them. 

The eastern bloc certainly 
would be a massive market for 
Amstrad to move in on. 
According to a reliable source in 
Europe, PCWs are already being 
shipped from West to East 
Germany as well as to 



Czechoslovakia. Thomas 
Weidmann, a German 
businessman and dealer in all 
things PCWish, has been selling 
PCW hardware and software to 
both countries. He tells us that 
8000 series PCWs are the best 
sellers due to their ability to print 
graphics. Shipping 9512s with dot 
matrix printers looks like being the 
next logical step. 

Locomotive Software have 
already produced a Cyrillic 
character set for the PCW. This 
was seen as a boon for Russian 
language students at the time. 
Now, however, it looks like being 
a far greater investment than 
anyone could have known back 
then. Thomas Weidmann tells us 
that his company have access to 
Czech keyboards - an advance 
which not even Amstrad have yet 
got into - and as far as we know 
this makes the PCW uniquely 
useful for that market. 

With the PCW already a top 
seller in Russia and with Amstrad 
looking for even more expansive 
trade deals, it might be hoped 
software firms will enter into the 
fray and that consequently British 
PCW users will feel the benefit. 
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SCREEN DREAM 



How Today newspaper saw the PCW and the German market cuts in 




CAN YOU HACK IT? 

Would you like to get into the world of magazine publishing? With the 
expansion of Future Publishing and the continuing success of 8000 
Plus, we are now looking for a Production Editor cum writer to join the 
team in Bath. 

The job will entail ensuring a smooth flow of copy between the 
editorial and art departments, sub-editing, proof reading and writing 
copy. Although all of our writing is done on PCWs, the layout of 8000 
Plus is carried out using Apple Macintosh computers. Consequently, 
experience of Macs would be an advantage but not essential. 

The successful applicant will need to have a keen eye for detail, as 
well as the ability to produce clear, concise copy within strict deadlines. 
Of course, a sense of humour and active imagination are essential. 

Send your applications, in writing only, and with a full CV to: Sharon 
Bradley, The Editor, 8000 Plus Magazine, Future Publishing, Beauford 
Court, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, BA1 2AP. 



Small but 
perfectly formed 



If you turn to pages 34 and 35 you 
will see a rather glowing review of 
MicroWriter Systems' AgendA 
pocket computer. The British 
Design Council have also taken 
note of this innovative little 
machine; so much so that they wil 
be presenting it with an award. 

To be exact, the AgendA 
is to receive one of the 
seventeen British Design 
Awards given in 1990. This 
is quite a boost for 
Microwriter Systems who are 
up against such stiff 
competition as Sharpe (with 
the IQ), Psion and the Atari 
Portfolio. Even though the 
AgendA is produced in 
Singapore the fact that it 
was conceived and funded 
in Great Britain has 
convinced the Design 
Council to recognise its 



achievement. This makes the 
AgendA one of only three products 
not made in this country to receive 
such praise. 

According to the Design Council 
their awards are given "for products 
chosen for their outstanding all- 
around design. The judges look for 
excellent performance, innovation, 
safety, ease of use, value for money 
and good appearance." 

Micheal Davis of Microwriter 
Systems is quoted as saying: "In my 
experience, industrial design is 




The Microwriter Systems AgendA. Up to the Savoy to pick up 
its award in February. See our review later in the magazine. 
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THE WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES 

You Must Add V.A.T. To Our Prices - Carriage Is FREE ! 



AMSTRAD PCW'S 



+ FREE DISC CONTAINING DATABASE, 
GRAPHS PACK, PSYCHOLOGICAL TEST + 
GAMES 

PCW8256 £326.00 

PCW8512 £408.65 

PCW9512 £447.85 

| WE ARE SANYO DEALERS AND THE | 

| NEW SANYO RANGE IS HERE! 

I 1 

The newest products from Sanyo are now 
available from W.B.B.S. The MBC computer 
range is designed with the very highest quality 
in mind - and it shows. We use the MBC18+1 
386 model to run our own PC Network and boy 
does it run! If you are thinking of going PC 
contact us for full details or to arrange a demo 
at our premises. 

* THE EXECUTIVE RANGE 
I FROM OSICOM* POWER & RELIABILITY | 
I WITHOUT TEARS I 

I 1 

EXECUTIVE 88/10 SOME SAMPLE PRICES 

20Mb HD/MM - Amber or Green £759.00 

30Mb HD/EGA £1067.60 

40Mb HD/MM - Amber or Green £825.95 

40Mb HD/EGA £1093.70 

EXECUTIVE 286/12.5 - WITH DISC CACHE! 
1MB RAM PLUS 12 MONTH ON SITE 
WARRANTY 

20Mb HD - Amber or Green £1088.00 

40Mb HD - Amber or Green £1328.00 

40Mb HD EGA £1599.00 

40Mb HD VGA £1675.00 

AMSTRAD PC'S - SOME SAMPLE PRICES: 

PC1512 Double Drive Mono £459.00 

PC1640 Double Drive Mono £535.00 

PC1640 30Mb HD Mono £711.00 

PC2086 Single Drive 12" Mono £540.00 

PC2086 HD 12" Mono Display £769.00 

PC2086 HD 14" Colour £859.00 

*** LINK YOUR PCW TO A PC! *** 
If you wish to run your accounts on a PC but 
use your trusty PCW as a very cost effective 
workstation (and as a stand alone PCW!) send 
for details of Compact Accounts PC2PC 
system! 

OUR GUARANTEE 

I Is a bit special. If any computer or printer bought I 

I from us develops any fault under warranty we will I 

collect, repair and return at our cost. 

All you have to do is telephone! 

prTnte RS 

CITIZEN RANGE (2 YEAR GUARANTEE), NEC. 
PANASONIC, EPSOM, AMSTRAD AND MORE! 



PCW HARDWARE 



I PACE 5.25" 2nd drive - with its own built in | 

interface. Comes with free TDOS & external I 

I power supply. Very easy to fit. We use one I 

[for data transfer from PCW/PC/PCW! P.O.A ' 

MEMORY UPGRADE - PRICES DOWN. .£37.00 

PCW 2nd 3" drive (FD4) £113.00 

S.C.A SERIAL PARALLEL INTERFACE- 

With Real Time Clock £50.25 

WITHOUT REAL TIME CLOCK £41 .55 

'MARGIN MAKER' • aligns paper £10.90 

SPIKE PROTECTOR PLUG - Helps 

protect against power surges £10.25 

I , 

• * HARD DISCS - EASY LIVING** 

TITMATIC 20MB PCW HARD DISK ..£495.60 

VORTEX 40MB PCW HARD DISK....E495.60 

DIAMOND 32MB PCW HARD DISK. .£459.00 

DIAMOND 48MB PCW HARD DISK. .£539.00 

THE DIAMOND RANGE CAN BE SHARED 

BY MULTIPLE PCW'S! 

DETAILS AVAILABLE ON ALL 

THE DRIVES MENTIONED HERE 



PCW 8000'S Wire Printer Stand £9.13 

Any width Printer Stand - Rugged £1 4.75 

Printer Cleaning Kit-PCW8000'S £1 4.60 

Mouse Mats £4.35 



MODEMS 



MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY MODEMS 

WS4000 £147.80 

WS4000PCW, c/w Integral Interface 

for the PCW& connecting lead! £147.80 

PACE - MODEMS 

LINNET-INTELLIGENT, V21/V23 £130.40 

Cable to PCW INTERFACE £13.90 



iiiiiii iiimmiiiiiiiTTT 

BBD DUST COVER SET - 
SIMPLY THE BEST 

PCW8256/8512 £10. 

PCW9512 £12. 

PC1640/1512 state col or mono.. .£7 

AMSTRAD PPC £5. 

PACE DISK DRIVE COVER £5. 

OVER 800 TYPES OF COVER 

AVAILABLE! 

PLEASE STATE MODEL WHEN 

ORDERING 
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UIALUP-Communications Software £58.90 

CF2 3"FORTHE PCW/CPC X 10 £20.00 

CF2 3" FOR THE PCW/CPC X 5 £11.00 

3.5" ATHANA DS/DD DISCS X 10 £13.00 

5.25" BULK-UNBRANDED X 10 £4.35 

5.25" BULK-UNBRANDED X 25 £10.45 

5.25" BULK-UNBRANDED X50 £17.40 

DISC STORAGE 

AMS30L (AMSTRAD BRANDED) £1 1 .00 

DS40L 373.5" LOCKABLE £8.50 

CT-31 00 373.5" LOCKABLE £10.20 

CT-50 5.25" (HOLDS 50) LOCKABLE ....£8.50 
DS100L 5.25" (HOLDS 100) LOCKABLE £10.20 

PRINTER RIBBONS 
REFRESH! - BLACK RE-INKING SPRAY.E7.80 
Extends fabric ribbon life - will re-ink up to 30 
ribbons!!! 
EXCELLENT VALUE COMPATIBLE RIBBONS:- 

PCW 8256 Fabric (14mm length) x2 £6.51 

PCW 8256 Carbon Multistrike ....x2 £6.51 

PCW 9512 Carbon Multistrike ....x2 £6.00 

PCW 9512 New Fabric type x2 £6.00 

AMSTRAD BRANDED PRINTER RIBBONS 

PCW8256 Fabric or Carbon MS.x2 £13.03 

PCW9512 Carbon Multistrike x2 £12.17 

NEW! • COLOUR RIBBONS 
PCW8000 SERIES FABRIC: 
GREEN/RED/BLUE/BROWN/YELLOW/ 
PURPLE/MAGENTA or CYAN 

Any Two £11.80 

Any Five £27.60 

Any Ten £49.00 

I We strive hard to be the friendliest and | 
I most helpful place around with low prices | 
I and fast despatch that will bring you back i 
I for more & more I 

I 1 

* MANY OTHER RIBBON TYPES AVAILABLE * 

COMPUTER PAPER 
11" x 9.5" Continuous:- 

SP/05 1 ply plain - 500 sheets £7.80 

SP/10 1 ply plain- 1000 sheets £11.30 

SP/20 1 ply plain - 2000 sheets £1 5.60 

DP/05 2 ply plain - 500 sheets £15.60 

DP/10 2 ply plain - 1000 sheets £24.30 

11" x 14.5" Continous:- 

1 ply plain - 500 sheets £9.00 

1 ply plain - 1000 sheets £10.75 

1 ply plain - 2000 sheets £22.50 

A4 - (TRUE A4) 80 gsm - Continuous:- 

500 x plain white/micro perf £12.90 

1000 x plain white/micro perf £19.95 

2000 x plain white/micro perf £33.50 

A4 - (TRUE A4) - Single Sheets:- 

Plain White - 500 sheets £7.25 

Plain White - 1000 sheets £13.75 

LABELS - WITH SPROCKET HOLES:- 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2" x1 7/16" -500 £7.25 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2" x1 7/16"- 1000 £13.75 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2" x1 7/16 - 2000 £22.50 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2" x1 7/16 - 4000 £42.50 

NOT ONLY BUT ALSO! 

Contact us for Dictating Machines, 

Telephones, Typewriters, Shredders, 

Photocopiers, Computer Furniture, Video 

Recorders, Fax Machines, Satalite Dishes, 

Office equipment, and office 

supplies of all types 

I 1 



SOFTWARE 



EVEN THE SCORE WITH THE COMPOSERS 
PEN - *NEW* - ALLOWS YOU TO WRITE 
YOUR OWN SHEET MUSIC ON SCREEN 

ONLY £56.00 

Mini Office Pro.Plus - not 8256 £29.00 

Mini Office Pro - suits all PCWs £25.87 

I 1 

■ SWALLOWTAIL SOFTWARE PRESENTS:- 

PRO-EAZE PCW - Invoicing, ordering. 

settlement of suppliers invoices and many 

other useful documents - 

special offer oniy £15.00 

WORTH GETTING PROTEXT FOR! 

I 1 

WORDPROCESSORS 

PROTEXT - THE FULL SYSTEM: £33.00 

Flipper 2 - not for PCW8256 £26.00 

Locoscript II £18.95 

Lococombo - Locoscript II & Spell £27.00 

Locospell II £15.20 

Locofile - database for loco II £24.20 

Locomail II £24.20 

Locofonts £15.20 

Locofont II £11.99 

TAS-PRINT 8000 £10.00 

TAS-SIGN 8000 £20.00 

DIGITA 'E' TYPE-typewriter emulator ...£24.15 

M.A.S.S. Easy Labeller £21.00 

SPREADSHEETS 

Supercalc II £34.60 

Cracker II Turbo £34.75 

Rotate: for sideways printing! £17.00 

DATABASES 

Cornix Card Index - simple to use £25.90 

Masterfile 8000 - best general use £28.00 

I j 

I If you are unsure which package i 

I you need for your business please ' I 

I phone and we will describe the various I 

packages in clear jargonless terms - 

but leave you to decide. 

I 1 

dBase II - the 'do all' database P.O.A 

DIGITA - Datastore II £25.20 

ACCOUNTS 

Money Manager PCW (NEW OUT!) £28.25 

Money Manager Plus £24.00 

Meridian Stockmarket £25.00 

CORNIX 

Simple Accounts II - PCW £82.60 

Job Estimating v2 £65.20 

Product Costing v2 £65.20 

MICRO SIMPLEX 

VAT made simple - A/Cs system £99.95 

Micro Pub stock £99.95 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS - NEW RANGE NEW 
PRICES 

We use Compact for our own accounts system. 
The best there is on the PCW! DETAILS OF 
THE FULL RANGE & STATIONERY 
CAVALIER SOFTWARE 

Inbusiness (integrated) £130.00 

Simple Invoicing £30.39 

Diner: RESTAURANT/TAKEAWAY A/Cs. £52.13 
Homeview: ESTATE AGENTS - program .£169.95 
Newsboy: NEWSPAPER DEL program. ..,£52.13 
Re-Chord: MUSIC LIBRARY program ..£26.04 
CAVALIER SOFTWARE: FULL RANGE AVAILABLE. 

CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS:- 
PSIL - Integrated. Stock/lnv/Sales/ 

Purch/Nom £85.00 

PSPN - INT. Sales/Purch/Nom £63.90 

PPAY - PAYROLL £32 40 

PSTK (AND OTHER TITLES) £32.40 

SAGE ACCOUNTS:- 

Popular Accounts £74.75 

Popular Accounts Plus £111.09 

MAP ACCOUNTS:- 
Integrated Accounts £104.20 



DTP AND GRAPHICS 



MICRO DESIGN II: NEW OUT- ONLY 

I £36.00 I 

I MICRO DESIGN II + LOGITECH MOUSE I 

£79.00 

Stop Press. Mouse, Interface etc £60.70 

Stop Press software only £28.50 

Desktop Pub& Mouse £51.99 

Master Paint 15.45 

Master Scan £48.50 

Master Pack £54.60 

Microdraft (graphic design) £67.60 



TRAINING 



REELTIME 

TOP QUALITY TRAINING COURSE ON DISC 

WITH INSTRUCTIONS ON AUDIO TAPE 

RT-Locoscript II - PCW9512 £29.99 

RT-Locoscript - PCW8256/8512 £29.99 

RT-Locoscript II - PCW8256/8512 £29.99 

RT-CP/M use your computer! £29.99 

RT-Supercalc II £29.99 

RT-dBase II £29.99 

IANSYST 

Crash course in typing - beginners £17.20 

Two Fingers To Touch Typing £17.20 

KOSMOS - LANGUAGE TUTORS 
Choose fromn the French Mistress, The 
German Master, The Spanish Tutor, or The 

Italian Tutor each at only £13.75 

EDUCATIONAL & FUN! 

Animal, Mineral, Vegetable £11.99 

World Wise £11.99 

TOPOLOGIKA - other titles available. 

Giantkiller, (maths adv. 9-16 yrs) £12.85 

Yes Chancellor! (UK Economy sim) £12.83 

REACH THE TOP WITH LCL - serious stuff! 

LCL: Micro Maths 8-Adult £20.90 

LCL: Micro English 8-Adult £20.90 

H Buy both and get £4.00 off total! H 
SCHOOL SOFTWARE 

Better Spelling - age 9-adult £11.99 

Magic Maths - age 4- 8 £11.99 

Maths Mania -age 8-12 £11.99 

Better Maths- age 12-16 £11.99 

Physics - Chemistry or Biology age 12-16 
(each only) £16.00 



LEISURE 



***GET RICH QUICK - PERHAPS?*** 

Pro-Hunter (racing better aid) £39.00 

Pro- Pools (forecasting aid) £34.60 

*** ADVENTURE GAMES *** 

iScapeghost!! £15.00 | 

iHeadcoach American football £15.00 | 

iWorld of Soccer £14.00 I 

I 1 

Leather Goddesses of Phobos! £19.80 

Hitchhikers Guide to Galaxy! £19.80 

Tau Ceti II £15.00 

Space Pilot P.O.A 

Blackstar £12.00 

Fish! £16.30 

Lancelot - 3 Adventures in One £12.83 

Jinxter £17.20 

* THE PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURE WRITER* 

* WRITE YOUR OWN ADVENTURES!*. .£18. 00 

Time and Magik - 3 games £10.22 

Acheton £12.83 

Kingdom of Hamil £12.83 

• •SIMULATIONS ** 

Heathrow Traffic Control + S.B £12.83 

A.C.E (Air Combat Emulator) £12.83 

A.C.E + JOYSTICK + INTERFACE £26.00 

Tomahawk - Helicopter Combat!!! £15.40 

Starglider-SCI F1 Flight Sim £15.80 

** ACTION ** 

Tetns £15.40 

Living Daylights £10.40 

Brian Cloughs Football Fortunes £10.00 

Head Over Heels £10.20 

Classic Collection II - 3 games £12.20 

• •TABLE GAMES *• 

I 1 

I *NEW-BRIDGE PLAYER 

I GALACTICA-NEW* I 

I** MASSIVE DISCOUNT** £16.60 

I 1 

Bridge Player 2000 £10.40 

Colossus IV Bridge £12.00 

Clock Chess 89 -very powerful £14.00 

Colossus IV Chess £13.60 

Trivial Pursuit £15.20 

World of Snooker £11.80 

Steve Davis Snooker £10.20 

Classic Games 4 Compilation £15.40 

I Please note this advert constitutes just a i 
I tiny part of our range of products (see i 
I Not Only But Also') above. If you do not I 
I see what you need here please do not ■ 
hesitate to telephone - 



CALLERS WELCOME BUT STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT PLEASE 
If you see anything we sell being sold cheaper elsewhere phone us before you buy - Office open 9a.m. to 5p.m. MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

Postage is FREE but YOU MUST ADD VAT 
Export orders currently not taken. This advert constitutes an invitation to treat - not an offer. Goods & Prices etc. subject to availability - trading conditions available upon request. 

All trademarks ack. Cheques/RO. 's payable to "W.B.B.S. " 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES DEPT 8/2, CAPEL TOBI, FFAIRFACH, LLANDEILO, DYFED. SA19 6PR 

TEL: (0558) 823782 SALES & 24 HOUR CREDIT CARD ORDERING 

OR PLACE YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER BY FAX 9am-10pm Mon-Fri. (0558) 823923 

GOVT DEPTs / LOCAL & EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITY ORDERS WELCOMED. 
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absolutely crucial. Of course, it is 
an essential part of the marketing 
of the product; but in addition 
the design has to reflect the 
functionality of the item all the 
way through." 

To see whether we agreed or 
otherwise with these sentiments 
you should read the review. The 
award itself will be presented at a 
ceremony to be held at the Savoy 
Hotel on February 15th. 



Say Grace,Darling 



Luxylan Software, otherwise known 
as Luxsoft, tell us that "...recent 
sales of its ever increasingly 
popular 'Basic Needs' package of 
computer programs for the Amstrad 
PCW have raised a further £50 for 
the Cornwall Air Ambulance". 

The PCW appears to generate 
a great deal of charitable feeling, 
with one notable exception - for 
that see 'Your even better nature' in 
the Snippets section. 

Basic Needs has been out 
there raising money for the RNLI 
for well over a year now. 
Unfortunately the response has not 
been the most staggering in the 



world. With your help this could 
change. What you actually get is a 
disc containing the following utilities: 

a file comparison program 
which will match ASCII, random 
access or BASIC files. Such a utility 
shows its worth when you have 
copied files and want to make 
sure that the new version is up to 
its original. 

A file copy program which 
features step-by-step prompts, wild 
cards and a warning if the name 
chosen for the copy is already in 
use. The ability to stop you 
overwriting files which already exist 
could be a real boon. 

For BASIC buffs there is a 
program called FLAP which gives 
what Luxsoft say is a 'full analysis of 
Basic programs'. Variables may be 
tracked regardless of case. You 
don't need to bother saving your 
programs in ASCII file format, which 
will speed up the process of 
checking. It also makes use of 
chain-merging in order to check up 
to four related BASIC files. 

A small utility called FPRT will 
allow you to print text files to 
screen or printer. 

Finally, the pride of the pack is 



FRED. This acronym stands for 
FRiendly EDitor, claimed as a 
BASIC editor which is more 
amenable to human beings than 
RPED. It is able to handle files of 
up to 500 lines or 15k in size and 
lines of up to 255 characters in 
length (not a recommended length 
for any program listing!). Making 
use of the PCW keyboard in a 
specific way by using keys such as 
DOC, COPY, PASTE and 
EXCH/FIND it should make life 
easier for a great number of 
people. ...especially the lifeboat men 
and women. 

There is more on the disc, and 
to find out exactly how much more, 
you should get cheque book and 
pen ready. The price is £9.95. 
In addition, a new version (1 .3) 
has just been released and users 
of previous versions can upgrade 
by sending in their discs and a 
cheque for £2.00 made payable to 
the RNLI. 

Malcom Surl assures us that for 
every disc that's sold, £5 goes to 
the RNLI. If you'd like more 
information, or you want to make a 
donation, call Luxsoft on the 
following number: 0726 850 820. 



Character reference 



Dr David Instone Brewer, armed 
with a PhD in Ancient Rabbinics 
from Cambridge has come to the 
aid of LocoScript 2 users, 
specifically those readers who need 
to work in Hebrew. 

Hebrew is certainly possible 
using Protext but up to now the 
Jewish PCW population - and other 
people with an interest in the 
language - have been ill catered for 
in LocoScript. David Instone Brewer 
will remedy this with a full Hebrew 
character set. 

This can be printed to screen or 
printer in both Near Letter and Draft 
quality. Asked why he has decided 
to offer this service David told us: 
"I did my thesis on ancient 
Judaism using an old computer 
and dot matrix printer. Then it was 
time to upgrade to a PCW and I 
knew that I would need a Hebrew 
set. So, using my own software, I 
created one." 

The most difficult part of this 
process is the fact that Hebrew 
defines its vowels in a unique 
manner, by way of special y-\. 



CLUB 






Nice old HAG 

The Hereford Amstrad User Group (or HAG 
for short) in the guise of David Rose has 
written to tell us about the continuing 
success of the organisation. 

David says: "Since writing to you last 
October the Hereford Amstrad User 
Group has gained several new members, 
due mainly to the articles published in 
Club News." He continues in slightly less 
trumpet blowing tones: "If new members 
come to us with that glazed look and 
expression of horror when anything other 
than word processing is mentioned, 
it is not their fault but that of the 
salesman/retailer. The aim of the group 
is to help members to use the PCW as 
more than a glorified typewriter. We are 
also looking for the new members whom 
we can help with information in all 
directions." 

A laudable aim to say the least. Now, in 
order to raise finances to support the 
group, HAG have decided to offer a 
number of services. 

You can have files transferred between 
the PCW and Psion organiser. According to 
David Rose, the service "is intended for 
those who want the job done but do not 
want the bother of setting the whole system 
up for themselves. And for £5 plus the 
postage, it can't be bad." 

The details of the service are as 
follows: transfer of name and address lists, 
diaries, notes, files and programs from 



PCW 3-inch discs to Psion Datapaks ready 
for use. You need to send the disc 
containing the data you wish to transfer, in 
any number of forms from LocoScript files 
to mail-merged documents or a LocoFile 
database. You also need to send the Psion 
Datapak. Cheques should be made 
payable to Hereford Amstrad User Group. 
Finally, you will need to include an SAE 
for return which "hopefully will be within 
24 hours". 

The funds raised from this service will 
be used to help with trips such as the 
"recently organised outing to a computer 
centre", as well as "purchasing hardware 
items such as modems, interfaces and 
the like". 

On top of this information, we also got 
a look at the Christmas letter (we know it's 
a bit late). In it is information relating to the 
last meeting, which was "in the form of a 
workshop, small groups of three and four 
who were there to discover more about 
LocoScript, LocoFile, Money Manager and 
other programs brought along." 

Remote control 

Since our report of the death of the Leeds 
PCW bulletin board, we have been 
informed (in no uncertain terms) of a new 
BBS. This one is based in Lanarkshire and 
is run by Nigel Hill, a writer on a Scottish 
national daily paper. He tells us that he is 
"also able to offer help and advice for 
those who wish to upload their writings to 



the many and various mainframes 
operated by newspapers and publishing 
houses". 

The Bulletin Board Service details are 
as follows: 

0555-851 887, v21 , v22, v22bis, v23 - 
8/n/1. It is open between 18.00 to 
08.00 hrs. 

The only qualm we have about the 
service is the rather sexist imagery used. 
Do we lack a sense of humour? We'd 
like to hear your views, so log on, find out 
and tell us. 




PCW users get together to get much more out 
of their machines. 
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markers. These can go above, 
below or even inside the characters 
and, according to David "..it's like 
having accents all over the place". It 
appears, however, that the problem 
was solved. The new character set 
can be used both from left to right 
and right to left. It can be mixed with 
English, Greek and Symbols as well 
still allowing you to print Cyrillic. 

If you would like to make use of 
the Hebrew character set you 
should have £13.95 ready. Equally, 
if you would like to see a 
demonstration copy for free, you 
should contact Dr David Instone 
Brewer on 0954 781 655. For the full 
version you send the money and 
your LocoScript 2 start-of-day disc. 



Citizen 2000 



The feedback we receive from our 
readers would lead us to believe 
that, sooner or later, most PCW 
users upgrade their printers. 8256 
and 851 2 users find that their 
printers are too slow, while 9512 
users feel that they require 
dot-matrix printers for the 
graphics capabilities. 

One of the more popular printer 
manufacturers is Citizen. This 
month we received news that they 
had managed to sell 60 of their 
120D , 9-pin, dot matrix printers to 
one of the new City Technology 
Colleges. This one is based in 
Middlesborough. According to the 
Citizen press release, "all new in- 
takes (pupils) will have a Z88 
portable computer each which they 
can take to lessons and back home 
for homework. At the end of the 
year they will hand them back to the 
next first years." 




A first year student at the Middlesborough 

Macmillan Technology College works with a Z£ 

and a brace of Citizen printers. 



A phoney? 



Unhappily for the 8000 Plus phone 
bill we have been hit by comms 
fever since our recent move. So it 
was with interest that we received 
the following news from Hi-Tec 



modems of Peterborough. 

The new Hi-Tec EC2400 is 
heralded by the company as an 
"approved quad speed, MNP5 
modem at £300 less than 
everyone else." 

They continue to tell us that the 
new modem is fully Hayes 
Compatible - this means in effect 
that it will work with the majority of 
comms software - and has a battery 
back-up. Its other features include 
autobaud and autoparity which, it is 
said, will automatically set the 
modem to suit your computer. 
Thankfully it also features a 'call 
progress speaker' which has 
adjustable volume, a fitted plug, 
number and command store, and 
also has MNP level 4 error 
correction. 

Although we have yet to see the 
modem, it does sound as if it is 
quite an impressive beast. It's price 
tag of £399 (plus VAT) is not bad 
either. If you would like to find out 
more about the EC2400 you should 
contact Hi-Tec on 0733 897333. 




A right modem and no mistake. The new EC2400 
from Hi-Tec comes with built in power supply. 



Streaming down 



In our recent review of PCW-World's 
Streamlined BASIC software 
package there were two boo-boos 
which we would now like to correct. 
The first concerns the on-disc 
illustration of the Mallard train. We 
said that it didn't appear to want to 
work. Using the PCW's built-in 
BASIC it won't - you also need to 
have Lightning BASIC (also by 
Geoffrey Childs) running. 

The final faux-pas is due to 
telephone gremlins creeping in to 
the copy betwixt hand and 
keyboard. The real phone number 
for PCW- World is 0384 66269 ... 
one less 2 than our version. 
Sorry 'bout that. 



Laser bones 



Two new printing bureaux have 
come to our attention. The first is 
called Inspiration and is based in St 
Helen's, Merseyside. Inspiration 
provides both laser printing and disc 
file transfer between different 
media. Their printing capabilities 
would appear to be quite 
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Patricia and Richard Fletcher of Daiywheel are 
able to offer comprehensive laser printing to you. 



comprehensive, offering as they do 
Laser, daisywheel and dot-matrix 
functions. Prices differ according to 
exactly what you want done. 

If you would like to find out 
more, then contact Inspiration on 
0744 55543. 

The other new firm goes by the 
name Daisywheel and is based, 
again, in Merseyside, this time in 
Wallasey. Again the services appear 
to be quite comprehensive. They 
will laser print from LocoScript 
documents, and what's more they 
are able to retain your bolds, italics, 
or any other LocoScript printer 
codes you may have entered. Again 
price is according to the 
requirements of the task. Call 
Daisywheel on 051 630 2657. 



Do the biz! 



Sage, whom PCW owners will 
know from their Sagesoft 
Accounts packages but who have 
moved strongly into the PC market, 
have announced a competition 
with a punch. 

The Sage Business Winner of 
The Year 1990 Award aims to find 
an entrepreneur who "typifies the 
go-getting business spirit of the 
1990s". 

The really interesting end of the 
award is the fact that the winning 
business person will receive £5000 
and what the company call "a 
prestigious trophy". 

On top of this will come £5000 
worth of management consultancy 
from the very prestigious firm of 
Price Waterhouse. 

The main entry requirement is 
that the firm for whom you work 
must be a small one. Entry is open 
to "managers in companies with 
less than 100 employees." 

The winner will have to 
show "true entrepreneurial spirit on 
behalf of his or her company". If 
you would like to find out more 
about the competition, you should 
'phone David Goldman at the Sage 
Group Pic, on the following 
number: 091 213 1555. 



SNIPPETS 



Your even 
better nature 

Bahhhh humbug! Last month we 
mentioned the fact that the 
Chichester and Bognor Regis 
Victim Support Group were in need 
of a PCW. We are going to keep on 
mentioning it until they get one! You 
have been warned, most especially 
the person who phoned to ask the 
group if they had any spares which 
they could let go?! If you'd like to 
help, then phone either W G Calvert 
or Jill Munion on the following 
number, 0243 670718. 

It's so big 

The picture you see before you is 
the Wenger 1 2/T - "Britain's first 
Tempest certificated laser printer". 
The company who sent us the 
press release forgot to mention 
price or compatibility details. So, it 
gets this month's Snippet's picture 
award for services to trees! 




Laser printer for the rich and famous? 
Who knows, there was no price! 



Da comrade 

As an interesting piece of trivia and 
to retain the flavour of our main 
story, you might like to know that 
Boris Yeltsin is writing his biography 
on a PCW. 

Mr Yeltsin is the thorn in 
Mikhail Gorbachev's side and a 
hard man in Soviet politics. 

1992 and all that 

With Europe set to open up in a 
single economic market in 1992, 
four new packages from Apex 
Computing Services Limited will be 
of interest. 

Based in Hove, Sussex, the 
company have launched business 
language programs in Italian, 
French, Spanish and German. 

The language learning 
packages have been specifically 
designed for business and 
professional users, introducing the 
full range of terms which the 
European businessman or woman 
will require in their day-to-day work. 

For more information, you 
should contact Vincent Desborough 
on 0273 727477. Arrivederci amici! 



L 
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Amstrad PCW magazine, July '89. 




TYPESETTING =GRAPH1CS=F0NT DESIGN -PAGE LAYOUT=TEXT EDITING =PR1NT1NG- 



w Runs on PCW8256. PCW8512 and PCW9512. 

♦ Fully compatible with files from 
Locoscriptt, Pretext, Wordstar, AMX Stop 
Press, The Desktop Publisher, Mini-Office 
Professional, Rombo Vidl Digitiser, Master 
Scan, and other PCW software packages. 



Gives very high quality printed output 
using the internal dot-matrix printer, or 
an external 9-pln, 24-pin or laser printer 
(HP laserjet+ compatible). 
Supports both the Kempston and AMX 
mouse systems (though not essential). 



EXTRA FONTS DISC £14 95 




A superb now ilte full of fonts from tie ertotoro of UlcroDestgn 
Including Itrger hmtdllnt typofico* designed tt jtm up to f5pt. 



lad 
Outrigger 



ceLtic CuwaV MI&LICK 

Sc&wdKJCbeC JBherwood ... 4 many mere 



incVATondP*P 

FREE 

with MicroDesign2 when 

ordered directly from 

Creative Technology 



(Recommended retail price £69.95) 

too VAT 
ondP*P 



£59-95 



With FREE Extra Fonts disc 
only when ordered directly 

from 




10 Park Street 

Uttoxeter 

Staffs 

ST14 7AG 

8 0889-567160 



CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY 



This advert was designed, typeset and printed AT THIS SCALE using an Amstrad PCV8512, UlcroDesIgn 2 and a Star LOO 9-pin printer. 



TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS AND RELIABLE SERVICE 



guaranteed! 



DATA TROLLEY 



Dimensions: 
Height 720mm 
Width 738mm 
Depth 584mm 




80 Col Hood £< 



COMPUTER 




SUPPLIES 



Stand for 80 Col Hood £21.00 



TO ORDER SIMPLY TOTAL 
YOUR PURCHASES, ADD 
DELIVERY CHARGE AND 15% 
VAT. ALL PRICES EXCLUDE 
VAT & DELIVERY E&0E 



STOCKISTS OF ORIGINAL AND 
COMPATIBLE (and coloured) AMSTRAD 
PRINTER RIBBONS, DUSTCOVER SETS, 

COMPUTER CLEANING PRODUCTS, 

PRINTER STANDS AND MUCH MORE — 

ALL JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY! 



CF2 3" DISKETTES 



CF-2 CF-2 CF-2 




Small 3" Storage Box (Cap 30) £9.95 
Large 3" Storage Box (Cap 50) lock £15.83 






PHONE 

Our Express Hotline on (0273) 423523 
(10 lines, 24 hours) and order quoting 
credit card number, name, lull postal 
address, daytime phone number and 
the dept. number below. 



POST 

Simply lis! your order, name and 
address, enclose a cheque or postal 
order (made payable to 'SBS 
Computer Supplies') or your credit 
card detais to the full address below. 



DELIVERY AND INSURANCE - UK MAINLAND 
ONLY 

1 . Supplies: 1 item = £150; 2 items = 2.00; 3 
items (& over) = £250. 

2 . Courier delivery only tor computers, printers 
and furniture = £750 per unit. 

3. Overseas Orders Welcome — Please contact 

us for delivery information. 



SBS COMPUTER SUPPLIES LTD. FREEPOST (BR332) DEPT. 311, PORTSLADE, BRIGHTON BN41 1ZZ 



ON TEST 



BANKS FOR 
THE MEMORY 

SCA's plug-in RamPac boosts your PCW's storage. But is it 
worth it? Memory man Rob Ainsley answers the questions 




Alternatively... 

You can save a bit of money 
in expanding your 8256 if 
you're not afraid of a simple 
bit of DIY and invalidating 
your guarantee! 

Silicon City on 0209 
891141 will give you an extra 
256K of memory to fit 
yourself for £34.95. Full 
instructions supplied ... 
about as difficult as 
changing a fuse. 



SCA 51 2K RAMPAC ADD-ON 

£119 • SCA Systems* 0903 700288 

The SCA RamPac is a small box that plugs into the back of 
your PCW and increases your PCW's memory capacity by 
51 2K: nothing more, nothing less. 

If you wonder why anyone would want to do this, then 
you probably don't need one. The PCW processor is slow by 
today's standards, putting arcade games out of the question 
- except perhaps a slow-cycle simulator for a pack of tired 
sloths - though it is fine for word processing. But the size of 
the Random Access Memory - 256K on the 8256, 51 2K on 
the 8512 and 9512 - compares very well with much more 
expensive home micros. 

So why should you need to make it bigger? Well, as 
anyone who's dabbled with the LocoScript add-ons or with 
CP/M programs will know, the RAM you have available is like 
the size of your house. Somehow it's never quite big enough 
and you could always do with more storage. 

Suppose, for example, you use LocoSpell. This really 
needs the dictionary to sit in the memory - 1 60K for the large 
one. It is possible, though not convenient, to use smaller 
dictionaries (which aren't so good for spell checking) or run 
them from disc (but it's very slow). Then there's your user 
dictionaries too. Add a few LocoFont files at 12K each, 
plus sundry templates and so on and you can start to run 
out of memory space, particularly on an 8256. You end up 
having to delete some files from the memory, or use the 
small dictionary instead of the large one, or forget the 
fonts, and so on. 

This is where the RAM add-on comes in. It's a set of 



memory chips that expand your RAM to make it 51 2K bigger. 
Now, the idea is nothing new; memory expansions have been 
around for ages, and in fact have been recommended by 
Locomotive (makers of LocoScript) for 8256 owners so they 
can use LocoSpell with big dictionaries, LocoFont and so on. 
A 256K memory expansion costs about £40 or so, compared 
to £1 20 for the 51 2K of this pack. 

But memory expansions up till now have involved taking 
the back of your machine off and soldering the chips in - or 
sending your machine away to have it done. SCA have 
produced this ingenious device which simply plugs on to the 



Don't bank on it 

The PCW splits up its RAM, or Random Access Memory, 
into several banks. Most of this you can use to store things 
in: programs, files, documents, whatever. 

You can edit them, delete them, copy them and so 
on, move them onto or from floppy discs - so your memory, 
or M drive as it's also called, is in that respect like an A 
or B drive. 

However, files in RAM are only stored so long as the 
machine is switched on. When you pull the plug, and the 
PCW 'dies', the RAM is wiped clean. 

But the PCW reserves some of the memory for 'office 
use'. When you start up LocoScript, the PCW reads off the 
program from the disc and stores it ail in an area of the 
memory you can't get at - the TPA, or Transient Program 
Area. Otherwise you might end up accidentally overwriting 
the program with a file or something. 

There is 61 K of this TPA, and any program bigger than 
61 K has to be split up into chunks for the PCW to take one 
bit at a time. When you switch off, anything in the TPA along 
with the rest of the RAM is lost - which is why you have to 
reboot LocoScript every time you switch on. 

BASIC works in this 61 K and once the BASIC program 
has taken its share of the memory, you only have about 30K 
to use for listings: any BASIC program of more than 30K 
must be split up into parts. For similar reasons, SuperCalc 
spreadsheets can only be a maximum of 30K or so. 

The PCW also reserves other areas of its memory for 
'office use' and leaves you with 112K on the 8256, or 368K 
on the 8512 and 9512, to use for yourself. This is the size of 
your 'M drive'. 

The addition of the SCA interface adds 51 2K to the 
RAM, giving you 624K on an 8256 and 880K on an 8256 or 
9512 machine. 

It doesn't increase the TPA or any of the other hidden 
areas of the memory, so BASIC programs continue to be 
subject to a limit of 30K or so, and SuperCalc spreadsheets 
still can't go over 30K either. 
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back of your PCW, on the vertical edge connector. No 
soldering or screwing - just plonk it on. 

The unit itself is a box about the size of a couple of 
packets of cigarettes. There's a small switch you can set 
to 8256, 8512 or 9512, and on the back is an edge 
connector just like the one it plugs onto on the PCW. This 
enables you to 'piggy-back' interfaces: your printer or modem 
can thus plug into the back of the SCA interface and still 
be used in conjunction with the memory pack. You can 
even add another memory pack, to give up to a maximum of 
2048K extra memory. 

What's in store 

When you start up with the unit plugged in you find your M 
drive, as displayed by LocoScript, is 51 2K bigger. One major 
advantage of this is that you can copy a disc on a 951 2, or a 
B drive disc on an 8512, in a single go: copy the contents of 
the 706K disc to the memory, then copy them from there to 
the new disc. 

8256 owners are the main beneficiaries though, getting a 
double-size memory expansion without having to do tricky 
soldering or sending their PCW away to be upgraded. 

The SCA interface has been produced with advice and 
help from Locomotive, and it has been tested by them to 
make sure it works with all current and future LocoScript 
products. 

Protext, Masterfile, BASIC and so on don't work faster or 
neater, you just have more space in the memory to work on 
those large files. The spell checker in Protext, for example, 
can be worked in the memory on an 8512 with interface, 
making it faster. You can work on everything in memory if you 
wish to make things faster, but have to copy everything back 
to disc before you switch off, of course! 

PCW users who use a lot of programs can put Protext, 
the dictionary, BASIC, Masterfile and so on all together with 
their data files in the memory, and swop between them 
almost instantly. (Mini Office can't be run from the M drive 
like this). 

If you've ever felt cramped by your PCWs memory - and 
8256 owners surely all have - then this will solve the storage 
problem. At £119 it's very good value: the unit has been 
cleverly designed, well put together, and provides the 
quickest and easiest way of upgrading your memory. ■ 



SCA RAM PAC 


PLUSES 


MINUSES 


▲ Easy to fit - just put on 


T Pointless if you don't 


A Tested by Locomotive, 


use memory hungry 


works with all their add-ons 


programs like Loco 


A Can piggy-back other interfaces 


Spell or LocoFont 


A Can copy 706k discs in one 




A Great for 8256 owners 




USEFULNESS 3/5 


STURDINESS 5/5 


EASE OF USE 5/5 
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But will it work? 

Here's a quick checklist of some programs we tried with 
the RamPac and whether they work with the extra memory. 
Some will recognise the extra memory, and can use the 
extra 51 2K in the M drive; others will not, and can only use 
the same amount of space that you had before. We've 
noted if the extra memory is useful, beyond just giving you 
a bigger M drive to play with. 

LocoScript 1 : No 

LocoScript 1 should still work if the pack is in place, but it 
won't be able to access the extra memory 

LocoScript 2: Yes 

Useful for unexpanded 8256s with LocoSpell or LocoFont; 
useful if you use both LocoSpell and LocoFont together on 
8512 or 9512; possibly useful if you use very large (over 
100K) LocoFile files and want to work on them in the 
memory for speed 

BASIC: Yes 

Not especially - maximum program size remains 30K or so 
- unless you have memory-hungry applications 

SuperCalc 2: Yes 

Not especially - maximum file size remains 30K or so 

Protext: Yes 

Enables spell check in memory on 8256; 706K discs can 
be copied in one go on 851 2 or 951 2 

Masterfile: Yes 

Possibly: maximum file size is limited by memory, so 
becomes 624K instead of 11 OK on 8256, 880K instead of 
368K on 851 2 or 951 2 

Mini Office: Yes 

Possibly: maximum spreadsheet size limited by memory, 
so becomes 624K instead of 11 OK on 8256. 880K instead 
of 368K on 851 2 or 951 2 

Stop Press: Yes 

Definitely on 8256 

Micro Design: Yes 

Definitely on 8256 

Composer's Pen: Yes 

Not especially 

Flipper: Yes, but check before buying - may depend on 

version 

Extremely useful -would enable you to run LocoScript plus 

LocoSpell etc. in one half and large CP/M program such as 

Mini Office in other 



Mini Office 
problems 

Using extra memory with 
Mini Office can present 
problems. Some modules, 
such as the spreadsheet, 
erase everything in the 
memory before they load 
up, making it impossible to 
keep anything else stored in 
M if you want to use them. 



I remember 
it well 

Trouble with your own 
memory - recalling 
phone numbers, for 
example? According to 
the Guinness Book of 
Records there's a chap 
in Hong Kong who 
carries around 5,000 in 
his head. Unfortunately 
I've forgotten his name. 
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LocoFont 




MODERN : After disconnecting the 
mains power... 



iAPITAL ; FOR SALE: Mini 1000 - 
Good little runner... 



®-£B JEKQSOSft i ®i)B 9 lb Antique* 
Sfcop, 27 ©he Square, West Street 

PEMAN : It seems ages since I iast wtote 
to you - and tonge/c stnee we met... 

ROMAN : The minutes of the 
meeting were accepted... 

SANS SERIF : Taking this as our 
hypothesis, we can... 

SGXfPf : We're. <jlad to hear that, 
yoiir enjoyed the surprise party... 

STANDARD : Please find enclosed 
confirmation of your order... 



COPPERPLA TE: You arc invited to 
a house warming party... 

/ftvacadc IPear with prawns 

DEFINITE : We have been forced 
to adopt a tougher approach... 

FINESSE : The fete this year will 
be held on the 1 0th June... 



M IN I 1 I.) / 1 / : T h i s package is supplied 
on the terms shown below. . . 



Mini Pb : A word processor provides a 
facility to create documents... 



I Please send me the following for LocoScript 2: 
I LocoFont for the PCW82S6/8512 Printer 

I Set 1 - Standard, Sans Serif, Roman. Script, 

■ Copper Plate, Deco, Definite, Capitals, Finesse and Modern £19.95 D 

I Set 2 - Standard, Sans Serif, Penman, Old English, 
Mini 15/17 and Mini PS 
| Set 1 and Set 2 together 

I LocoFont 24 for the 24 Pin Dot Matrix Printer 
. Text Set - Roman. Definite, Capitals, Finesse and Mini PS 
I Display Set - Penman, Old English, Deco, 
I Script and Copper Plate 

| To use LocoFont 24 you need the 



£14.95 □ 
£29.95 □ 

£24.95 □ 

£24.95 □ 



Name. 



Address. 



I 1 1 enclose a cheque for total£ 

LI Please charge my Access/Visa card exp Date 

□ 



I I I 



l l I 



l l l 



l l l 



Signed . 



Postcode . 



Send to Katy Buchan at: 

LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, 




■ 24 Pin Printer Drivers Disc £24.95 D Note: All prices include VAT and UK postage TEL 0306 740606 Surrey, RH4 1 YL 



CP/M 



THE BEST OF CP/M 

Getting started in CP/M is only half the battle. 
Steve Patient shows you how you can consistently get the best out of it 



As far as CP/M is concerned, you've been behind 
the wheel for quite some time now; while it -might 
be an exaggeration to say that you're brimming 
with confidence, you probably feel that you 
could get yourself from A to B with a reasonable degree 
of competence. 

One thing's bothering you though: what do all these 
other CP/M drivers know about that you don't when they 
leave you battered and bereft in the trail of their bright red 
go-faster PCWs? Perhaps it's time to consider the slightly 
more advanced CP/M driver's course? 

Everyone knows that the way to get a listing of all the 
files on your disc under CP/M is to type DIR at the A> 
prompt. They know too, that to get a listing for a drive other 
than the one currently in use you have to type DIR B: - or 
whatever the drive is that you want to know about. 

But do you make enough use of wildcards? Getting a list 
of over a hundred files may not be the most efficient way of 
finding out if the disc currently in the drive has the file you 
want on it: so why not list just the files you want? 

When supplying filenames CP/M can accept two 
wildcard characters. These are the asterisk and the question 
mark. The asterisk character can replace any number of 
letters on either side of the dot in the filename. So using the 
name DIR *.*, for example, will show all files you have on 
the disc, DIR *.LET will only show the files on the disc that 
have a .LET suffix, while DIR MAR*.LET shows only the 
letters you created last March. All this minimises the amount 
of irrelevant information that you have to look at on the 
screen when you're hunting for a particular file. 

By contrast the question mark can be used to replace 
single characters only; thus the command DIR TEST?. BAS 
will find the first nine versions of your latest BASIC program 

- if they're there. While ????????.??? will find all files that 
have eight characters in the filename and three in the 
filetype. Both the asterisk and the question mark can be 
used together in a filename. They can also be used in 
conjunction with other CP/M utilities and programs. For 
example, the ERASE command. Just type ERA *.BAK to 
clear all your old word procesor files from a disc. 

For real directory power you need to have the DIR.COM 
program available on the default drive (or on the search path 

- more on that below). Typing DIR M:[FULL] brings up a list 
of filenames in alphabetical order, complete with information 
about their type and size. Ideal if you want to find out 
whether or not you can fit a group of files onto the remaining 
space on a disc. 

One last tip on directories. For a quick printout of a 
disc's contents, press [ALT][P] before giving any commands. 
The PCW will bleep uninformatively, but now everything that 
appears on the screen will be echoed to the printer until you 
press the same keys again. This can be used for quick 
printouts of instructions on disc (such as READ. ME files) as 
well as directory listings. 

Gearing up 

The command line itself offers even more opportunities for 
the streamlined CP/M user. There's no need to completely 
retype the last command if you want to repeat it. For another 



ft>dir [full 
Sunning Directory. . . 
Sorting Directors).,. 
Directory For Drive A: User * 



Na*e 



Bytes Recs Attributes Nane Bytes Recs Attributes 



BftSNENU 

BAT 

BOX 

CPHKEiS 

DIR 

HOI 

JC 

US 

PIP 

PROFILE 

SET 

SETKEVS 

TAX 



BAS 
BAS 
832 
COM 
CON 
834 
BAS 
COM 
CON 
SUB 
CON 
CON 
BAS 



4k 

6k 
2k 
Ik 

15k 
2k 
Ik 

12k 
9k 
Ik 

Ilk 
2k 
4k 



Total Bytes = 
ToUl Ik Blocks = 



26 Dir RM BASNEHU DOC 3k 23 Dir RH 

41 Dir RH BOHL BAS Ik 8 D 

13 Dir RH CLS CON U 1 D 

8 Dir RH DEVICE CON 8k 58 D 

114 Dir RH FNKEVS Ik 1 

13 Dir RH J14CPN3 ENS 4«k 32« 

8 Dir RH KEEPER BAS 3k 2« 

92 Dir RH PAPER CON 2k 16 

68 Dir RH PROFILE BAR Ik 3 

3 Dir RH PIONAC CON 8k 58 

81 Dir RH SETDEF CON 4k 32 

16 Dir RH SUBMIT CON 6k 42 
29 Dir RH 

148k ToUl Records « 1«94 Files Found « 25 

148 Used/tax Dir Entries For Drive A; 27/ 64 



Using the PALETTE utility you can make one of the most dramatic of all possible changes to 
your CP/M system - black letters on a green background. 



DIR straight after the last one, just type [ALT][W] and watch 
the command re-appear. This works for long commands 
as well. 

It's probable that you've changed a filename using REN: 
REN OLDNAME.FIL NEWNAME.FIL 
If the other two or three files you want to rename are at all 
similar, then just press [ALT][W] and edit the old line instead 
of retyping from scratch. 

There are other key combinations worth knowing about: 
never turn your machine off to reset it - use the 
[SHIFT][EXTRA][EXIT] combination and save wear and tear 
on the electronics inside. 

Making your keyboard work a little differently might be 
useful on occasion. [SHIFT LOCK] turns on upper case but it 
also shifts all the numeric keys at the top. More useful is the 
[ALT][ENTER] combination which shifts all the letter keys 
without shifting the numeric keys. [ALT][RELAY] turns on the 
numeric keypad if you have a lot of numbers to enter - like 
into a spreadsheet. Don't forget that you can have both of 
these keyboard states on at the same time to access both 
upper case and numeric keypad. Pressing the same key 
combination again turns the facilities off. 

For a last bit of showing off in case anyone is looking 
over your shoulder, how about issuing more than one 
command with a single key press? CP/M lets you separate 
commands with an exclamation mark and carries them out 
one after the other. The command: 
A:!ERA*.BAK!DIR 

will change to the A drive, erase all the .BAK files and then 
show you a directory listing - impressive or what? 
If you want to have things happen without having to v^. 
worry about where they're happening from, then make ^^ 



Edited out 

One of the least satisfactory 
aspects of CP/M is the 
complete lack of decent text 
editors. ED is completely 
unusable except by certifiable 
masochtsts - don't even 
consider it. For very simple jobs 

- like batch files - you can use 
PIP as described in the text. 
Best of those provided is RPED 

- Roland Perry's EDitor - which 
runs under BASIC. It's worth 
copying this to M on start-up 
and having yet another batch 
file called BASED.SUB (or 
something similar) with the line 
BASIC RPED in if. For a full 
description of RPED see 
issue 39. 
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CRN 



IOJU U =ins line m =DEL line MJ [] 3 " ^E Wi llUli [fill IM KM Ulflll 



setdeF «:,* [tenporari(=n: order(sub,co«)] 

paper continuous 

palette 1 

Pip 

<n:=a:subni t.con 

<n:=a:pip.con 

<n:=a:basic.con 

<n:=a:rped .bus 

<n:=a:protext.* 

<n:=a:». sub 

<n:=a:dir.con 

< 

setkeys bas.key 



;set up path 
jFanFold paper 
; invert the screen 
; invoke pip 
;copy submt con to n 
;pip to n 
; bos i c to n 
jrped to (i 
iprotext files to n 
;all our sub Piles to n 
;d ir.con For Pile sizes 
; Final ) to quit pip 
; set up keyboard 
i change to II: 
jrun basic 



Your PROFILE.SUB file should set the system up the way you want it to be. 
This means getting to know how your system utilities work and using them. 



Absent friends 

The astute observer will have 
noticed that there is no mention 
of User groups in the main 
body text and the way in which 
they can be used to separate or 
hide programs and data. The 
fact is that these tend to be 
more confusing than useful for 
the newcomer to CP/M. 

For similar reasons many of 
the CP/M utilities have been 
ignored. Most of them are 
aimed not at the serious user 
out at the serious hacker. Don't 
worry that you know nothing of 
SETSIO and other arcane 
CP/M utilities - simply hope you 
never actually need to know. 



sure you've set a path in your PROFILE.SUB file. The 
SUBMIT program looks for this (provided it's on your 
start-up disc) every time you invoke CP/M. Make sure that 
anything that will make the rest of the day's work on the 
PCW easier happens right at the beginning; don't leave it until 
life gets irritating. 

In the fast lane 

One of the easiest short-cuts to use is to make sure that CP/M 
looks on all available discs for any files you ask for. Use the 
SETDEF program and make sure you've a line like this in your 
PROFILE.SUB: FILE 
SETDEF M:,* [TEMPORARY=M: ORDER=(SUB,COM)] 

This will force CP/M to look on the M drive first of all for 
any program you ask for, then on any other drives available; it 
also forces CP/M to put temporary files on M (for example, the 
copies of SUB files that CP/M always makes when it runs 
one); and finally, it forces CP/M to look for SUB files to run 
before looking for COM files. Each of these three instructions 
will add a little speed to the system. 

Another very effective means of speeding things up is to 
ensure that program files - including utilities like DIR.COM - 
are always copied to the M drive when you start your PCW 
just after breakfast. Loading programs from M is so fast that 
they appear to be built-in. For an example of a SUB file, try 
the PROFILE.ENG file on side two of the master disc. This 
has been provided as a kind of default. It can be renamed to 
PROFILE.SUB and does a good job of setting up a usable 
CP/M environment on the PCW. 

Getting on your PIP 

Submit files can add a whole host of commands to your CP/M 
system, especially when used in conjunction with PIP.COM, 
the all-purpose utility that no serious CP/M user should ever 
be without. 

How about adding a print command to CP/M for example? 
This is easily done using a submit file with SUBMITS ability to 
accept parameters. Create a simple text file with this line in it 
and a [RETURN]: 
PIP LST:=$1 

Call this file PRINTSUB. Since PIP.COM and all your 
homemade command files will be copied across to M at the 
start of day, all you have to do to print out a file is type PRINT 
FILENAME.TYP and watch it happen. For a truly whacky 
command, try a file called LPRINT.SUB with the line: 
PIP PRN:=$1 
It would be nice to have a simple copy command added to the 



system. This is easily achieved with a SUB file (it might 

even be called COPY.SUB) with the line: 

PIP $2=$1 

To use this, just type COPY FIRSTF SECONDF to copy 

the first file to a new file with the name SECONDF. By now 

your PCW running CP/M is getting seriously faster and 

even easier to drive. 

All right, one last trick with Submit files. A nice little 
editor suitable for creating SUB files perhaps? This will be 
a file called EDIT.SUB containing the line: 
PIP$1=C0N: 

To use this type EDIT NEWFILE (where NEWFILE is the 
name of the file you want to create). The cursor will sit 
there and wait for you to write something. This is a very 
simple-minded editor; you can't delete or alter anything 
once you've typed it - so don't write anything too long with 
it - and to get a new line on screen you have to press 
[RETURN] followed by [ALT][J]. To close the file type 
[ALT][Z]. OK, so it isn't very powerful but it is free and 
learning all the commands is dead easy. You can work out 
other little commands to add for yourself. 

Chopped and dropped 

If you don't like working with green on black then change it 
using the PALETTE utility. Palette 1 sets inverse video 
while Palette 1 changes it back to the original display. 
This won't make it go any faster, but it will certainly 
impress other users. 

Finally, a few hints on speeding up BASIC. The first 
thing is to ensure that you're running it from drive M. Since 
BASIC is a large program (around 28K) loading will be 
much faster from the RAM drive. You can use a Submit file 
for this containing the lines: 
BASIC 

<0PTI0N FILES "B" 
< 

so that although BASIC is running from M, it loads and 
saves files to B for greater security. 

One of life's little irritations is the limitations of the built- 
in BASIC line editor. If you've already pressed [RETURN] 
before noticing an error in the line, having to type edit 320 
- or whatever - can be annoying. However, [ALT][A] has 
the effect of bringing the last line up for editing. 

Other key combinations can be useful under BASIC: 
[ALT][F] and [ALT][A] act in the same way as the cursor 
keys inside a line - useful if the number lock is on. 
[ALT][M] acts as [RETURN]; [EXCH][EXCH] takes you to 
the end of the line and [CUT][CUT] deletes to the end of 
the line. 

The greatest single increase in speed with BASIC 
comes from assigning complete keywords - like PRINT - 
to function keys. For this you need the SETKEYS utility 
(which really does need an article of its own - and had one, 
it's fully covered in issue 36.) 

It's easy to see from all of the above that you don't 
have to accept the default arrangement provided by either 
CP/M or any of the programs you choose to run under it. 
By making better use of the utilities provided with the 
system - and understanding how CP/M achieves its 
results - you can move up quickly and easily from learner 
status to advanced-driver status. 

The important thing is not to accept that things have to 
stay the same; if you want CP/M to suit you rather than 
itself, then arrange it. In this short introductory article it's 
impossible to cover every aspect of supercharging your 
system. As you become more familiar with the way the 
PCW works you'll discover your own tricks, and no doubt 
write in with them to Tipoffs. Don't be aftraid of CP/M, you 
can't break it. Get your toolkit out and get stuck in. ■ 
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A New Powerful Combination 
for your PCW8256/8512 



LocoFile 
with LocoMail 



he pop. 



"p-databas, 



LocoF 



fort 



-ocoS 



He 

cript 2 



11 



^4Vi^ 






■•--..,., . 



1ST , 
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•2SKES**" 








LocoFile is a pop-up database that organises and 
maintains everything from names and addresses to 
books and sales orders. From data stored and 
sorted on your LocoFile cards, LocoMail lets you 
create reports, letters and labels. 

Together they make a powerful combination to 
use with LocoScript 2. 



All this for £49.90 - giving you a £10 saving on the 
individual price of LocoFile and LocoMail 



' Please send me the following: 

I 1 1 enclose a cheque for TOTAl£ .... 

LocoFile & LocoMail £49.90 □ 

Please send me details of r— , LI Please charge my Access/Visa card 

the LocoScript 2 family I I e: 



Name. 



i i i 



i i i 



i i i 



Address. 



Signed 



Send to Katy Buchan at: 



Postcode . 



LOCOMOTIVE 

SOFTWARE 

Dorking, 



Note: All prices include VAT and UK postage TEL 0306 740606 Surrey, RH4 1 YL 




PAPER 



But quality white wood-free 

Typ* ft Weight 
11/9.5 60gsm Fanfold Listing 
11/9.5 70gsm MIcroperforated 
11/9.5 85gsm Letter Quality 
A4 Size 70g8m MIcroperforated 
A4 Size 85g8m Letter Quality 
11/9.5 NCR 2 -part Plain 
11/9.5 NCR 3-part Plain 
11/9.5 NCR 4-part Plain 
AS Size 80gsm Letter Quality 



LOW DUST spec 



LABELS 



Box 
2000 
2000 
1000 
2000 
1000 
1000 
700 
500 
1000 



£/pox 
£13.95 
£15.95 
£10.95 
£19.95 
£11.95 
£21.95 
£24.95 
£24.95 
£11.95 



Top quality fanfold labels by Avery - the bestl 

* AddreSS SIZe 3.5in/l.5in I or 2-»croee £3.75 /I000 ♦ carr 
Other Sizes (All prices per 1000) 



Please don't forget to add carriage! 
(paper/label orders only) 
Deliveries now undertaken by 
ANC EXPRESS 



2.75in/1.0in 


£2.75 


2.75in/1.5in 


£3.70 


3.5in/1.0in 


£3.16 


3.5in/2.0in 


£6.30 


4.0in/1.0in 


£3.40 


4.0in/1.5in 


£4.50 


4.0in/2.0in 


£6.50 


5.0in/t0in 


£3.95 


5.0in/l5in 


£5.95 



ALL 

PLUS 

CARR. 



All DriCC$ INCLUDE VAT. NEW! N^t-Tay servtfe wJSL NOW 

« Emlmd a W«l«« - Hw to Frl - rim *§ by gwtj J 

DISKS 

MAXELL CF-2 

just £21/75 per 10 
or £11.50 for 5 Inc VAT! 




Spare disk labels £2 per 50 CAl 

COMPUTER 

Lockable disk bank Cost 
holds 25+ disks ef fectfve 

worth £4.45 




computing 
starts here! 



FREE with every 20 CF-2s 



RIBBON REFRESH 

The Fabric Ribbon Restorer 

Our <ww invention - Carbon in a Can! 

Simply lift off ribbon casing ft apply fresh carbon 
to your ribbon - double its life in seconds! 
One handy can does up to 30 ribbons 

still just £*?/?5 

TRY IT TODAY! 




RIBBONS 

UK mada for best quality A longest llfel 



PRINTER 



CODE 
No. 



PRICE 
BAND 



8256 Std. Fabric Black 2741FN 
8256 Fabric LONGLIFE 2741LL 

Extra value - 750kchars 

8256 Fabric Colours 2741C 

Blue, Brown, Red, Green 

8256 Multistrike Films 2741MS 

8256 ribbons also suit 8512s. 
We recommend FABRIC ribbons for this printer 



9512 Multistrike Films 2746MS B 

9512 Fabric Black 2746FN B 

9512 Fabric LONGLIFE 2746LL C 

Extra value - 750kchars 

9512 Fabric Colours 2746C C 

Blue, Brown, Red, Green 

Multistrike films are the kind supplied with new 9512s 
but FABRIC ribbons can be used with Ribbon Refresh. 

Lifetimes: Multistrike: 100 kchars 
Fabric Std: 400 kchars 
Fabric Longlife: 750 kchars 

RIBBON PRICES inc VAT ft post 

l-off 2 -off 5 -off 

Price Band B £3.95 £7.45 £16.95 

Price Band C £4.95 £8.95 £19.95 

Mix V Mates: ANY S Band B for £16.45 
s or ANY S Bind C for SW.ajs , 

WST COVERS STRIPPERS! 



Protect your computer from: 
Dust * Coffee * Children * Pets 
Smart, machine-washable 3-piece sets 

Austria" 7256^512 sat 

Anstrad 4512 set 

now only£<?.<T5 



Really handy little 
gadget - strips perfed 
edges from fanfold pa- 
per without effort. No 
more broken fingernallsl 

£4.45k. v*t 



( All prices INCLUDE VAT. Delivery - See Below ) 

SOFT" SPOT 4512 Daisywheels: 



LocoF'ile 

LocoMail 

LocoFont 

LocoScrlpt2 

LocoSpell2 

LocoScrlpt & Spell 

Profext 

Pocket Pretext 



£28.95 
£28.95 
£22.95 
£24.95 
£19.95 
£32.95 
£44.95 
£28.95 



Desk Top Publisher £22.95 

DTP ♦ AMX Mouse £64.95 

Stop Press £39.95 

Stop Press ♦ Mouse £79.95 

MlcroDealgn2 £49.05 
MIcroDealgn ♦ Mouse £89.95 

AMX Mouse & l/face £49.95 



Cornix Simple Accounts £79.95 

Money Manager PCW £39.95 

Sage Pop Accts £74.95 

Sage Pop Accts Plus £109.95 

Sage Pop Payroll £54.95 

MAP Integrated Accts £109.95 

MAP Stock Control £49.95 

MAP Payroll £49.95 

SUPERCALC2 still only £39.95 
Cracker2 Turbo £36.95 

Arnor Maxam Assembler £39.95 
Arnor C prog lang. £39.95 

Knife Plus £18.95 



Courier 10, Recta 10, Orator 10, Pica 10, Gothic 10/12, 
Script 12, Elite 12, Mini Gothic 15, Thesis PS 

wow only £5.<?5 inc VAT 



dBasell 
AtLast Plus 
MastsrFile 8000 
Cornix Card Index 



£59.95 

£29.95 
£36.95 
£29.95 



Tomahawk 
Colossus Bridge 
Colossus Chess 
Scrabble 
Time & Maglk 



£16.95 
£13.95 
£13.95 
£13.95 
£16.95 



** Please state which PCW you have 
when ordering software! 



-HOW TO ORDER- 

DELIVERY PAPER LABELS EVERYTHING 

a/ Uk l V I—IX. f (any quantity) (any quantity) tLOb 

tlV M^ihIimH 3/5-day: £5.00 3/5-day: £2.50 3/5-day: FREE 

\ak riainianu: 24-hour: £10.00 24-hour: £10.00 24-hour: £10.00 
Overseas: Postage at cost. Callers (of course!) FREE 

Order by FREEPOST - Cheque/PO/Visa/ Access 

Caspell Computer, Dept ?k, FREEPOST, Poole, Dorset BH15 2BR 

Order by PHONE - visa/access welcome! 
S (0202) 666155 < 2 4hr> 

CALLERS WELCOME at our Sales Centre 
K quit 2k. Sterte lnd Est. Sterte Rd. Pop j g "gack^i&.Y "'* 



Offers Valid 
for 28 days 



me nump- * 



ONTEST 

DISC JOCKEYING 

Is the PCW bowing to fashion? Tim Smith takes a look at 
Compact Micros' new 3.5 inch disc drive 

3.5 INCH DISC DRIVE 

£79.95 • Compact Micros • 0274 640589 

When Amstrad decided to use 3 inch drives with the PCW, they were defying 
popular taste. The giants of the computer hardware world, such as IBM and 
Apple decided to equip their machines with either 3.5 or 5.25 inch discs, 
sometimes both. As a consequence, the major disc manufacturers turned their 
production lines away from 3 inch discs. This has left the PCW owner with two 
irritating problems; firstly the cost of discs for their machines and secondly 
their (un)availability. 

Compact Micros, having obviously looked at this problem, have decided 
not to wait for the disc makers to change their minds. The next best thing is to 
produce a drive which will make use of the cheaper 3.5 inch format. 

Private fitting 

The new 3.5 inch drive is only compatible with single drive machines such as 
the 8256 or 951 2. PCWs with twin drives have already used the available 
sockets. Users of the 8512 could feasibly use 3.5 inch drives by removing 
their B: drive. However for many PCW users the mere thought of fitting a new 
drive, let alone removing an old one as well, is enough to put them off the idea 
at the first step. 

Put quite simply, the advantages of a 3.5 inch drive outweigh the small 
problem of opening up your machine. Not only are the discs more widely 
available, they are also cheaper. 

The disc drive which arrived at the 8000 Plus office came swaddled in 
layers of bubbly plastic sheeting. At around 25cm (or 8 inches) long, 10cm 
wide and 2.5cm thick, it is not likely to clutter up your desk. 

Once you have unwrapped it from its shroud (and burst a few bubbles for 
relaxation) you will see a white box with the drive aperture in grey at one end. 
From the other emerges the ribbon-cables used to connect it to your PCW. 
There are two of these; the larger of the two ends is a 26 way female 
connector. This will be used to join the drive to the 26 way male connector from 
the built-in PCW A> drive. The smaller of the two cables leading from the new 
drive ends in a 4 way male connector. This will be used to power the 3.5 inch 
drive and will be connected to a four way female connector within the PCW. 

Now, switch off the PCW and get a blanket. It is a wise idea to leave your 
PCW for an hour or so in order to let it cool down and lose any residual 
charge that may have built up. You will need the blanket to protect the screen 
of your machine when you lay it on a flat work surface. Take a cross-head 
screwdriver and remove the six retaining screws from the back. Take the 
casing from the monitor and feed the two ribbon cables from the new drive 
through the printer port hole. 

If you are not happy about the idea of fiddling about inside your machine 
you will probably find the instructions, a single sheet of A4, which comes with 
the new drive, a little thin. The reason for this, according to the company, is to 
cut down on costs in order to supply the hardware as cheaply as possible to 
the consumer. Jazzy packaging sacrificed for a sane price is not a bad trade 
off. And frankly, the drive really is very simple to fit. The new 8000 Plus 3.5 
inch drive took roughly twenty minutes to get up and running. The final action 
is to refit all six of the retaining screws. Now, with fingers crossed, plug in your 
newly upgraded PCW and begin formatting some discs. 

New discs for old 

You can use Disckit as normal to format 3.5 inch discs. If you are using an 
8256 you will see, for the first time, that you are given the option to format 
discs in either A> or B> drive. All of your new 3.5 inch discs must be formatted 
for the latter. These will now give you far more storage capacity than 
previously; 706k to be exact. 9512 users will double their present storage 
capacity. It must be held in mind that fitting this new drive has no bearing on 
the size of memory which is available on your PCW. The only caveats we 
would have about this drive relate to the lack of packaging and 
documentation. Aside from this, it is easy to fit, to use, is well made and very 
compact indeed. ■ 




3.5 INCH DISC DRIVE 



PLUSES 

A Easy to fit 

▲ Discs are cheaper and 

widely available 
A Well built and small 



MINUSES 

T Not much documentation 
for the beginner 



EASE OF USE 4/5 DOCUMENTATION 2/5 

PERFORMANCE 4/5 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 10/15 
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DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE PCW 8256, 8512 & 9512 



HARDWARE 



5.25" DISC DRIVES 
We now stock 5.25" fully compatible 
disc drives for the PCW range. They 
are directly addressed by CPM and 
require no extra software. 
PCW 8256 & 9512 5.25" drive....£139.95 
PCW 8512 Switchable drive £159.95 



WORD PROCESSING 



Protext (Full Version) 39.95 

Pretext Office 29.95 

Locoscript2 21.95 

Locospell (for Loco 2) 18.95 

Locoscript 2 & Locospell 31.95 

LocoMail (for Loco 2) 28.95 

LocoFile (state if 9512) 28.95 

Supertype II font program 12.95 

Tasword 8000 17.95 

TasSpell 11.95 

TasPrint (extra fonts) 10.95 



MJC SPECIAL: 

PROTEXT CPM 

Full Version including Spellchecking 

& powerful Mail-Merge routines. 

RRP £59.95 

OUR PRICE JUST £39.95 



DATABASES 



Masterfile 8000 34.95 

Locofile (8256/85 1 2) 28.95 

Locofile(9512) 28.95 

At Last Plus 29.95 

Comix Card Index (8256/8512) 25.95 

Comix Card Index (9512) 25.95 

Minerva First Base .'. 25.95 



TUTORIAL 



French Mistress 15.95 

German Master 15.95 

Spanish Tutor 15.95 

Italian Tutor 15.95 

lansyst Crash Course Typing 19.95 

Iansyst Two Finger Typing 19.95 



BUSINESS/FINANCIAL 



Comix Invoicing 45.95 

Comix Simple Accounts II 55.95 

Comix Job Estimator 59.95 

Cornix Product Costing 59.95 

Digita's DG PayrolI(8512/9512 only)29.95 

Money Manager Plus 32.95 

Money Manager PCW 39.95 

Personal Tax Planner 19.95 

Plan-It (Home Accounts) 15.95 

Stockmarket (share analysis) 32.95 

Supercalc 2 55.95 

Minerva First calc 25.95 

Mini Office Professional 25.95 



DESKTOP / GRAPHICS 



Desktop Publisher 19.95 

as above with AMX Mouse 59.95 

Stop Press 34.95 

as above with AMX Mouse 69.95 

Micro Design 2 54.95 

as above with AMX Mouse 95.95 

Masterpaint (graphics) 15.95 

as above with AMX Mouse 59.95 

Masterscan (optical scanner) 54.95 

N.B. Masterscan is for 8256/85 12 only 

Masterpack (Scan & Paint) 59.95 

as above with AMX Mouse 99.95 

AMX Desktop (WIMP Environment) 

with AMX Mouse 64.95 

AMX Mouse and Interface only ..47.50 



IT'S BACK 

The Original 
MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

Since the release of Mini Office 

Professional Plus, customers have been 

asking for the original program. No spell 

checker, no thesaurus, just the original five 

modules, comprising Word Processor, 

excellent Spreadsheet, Database, 

Presentation Graphics and 

Communications. They would also prefer a 

new manual and/or a copy of the John 

Hughes "All In One..." book. 

Now you can have both!! 

MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 
RRP £39.95 OUR PRICE £25.95 

If you still require the spell checker and 

thesaurus and you have an 8512 or 9512, the 

'new' Mini Office Professional Plus 

is still available. 

MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL PLUS 

RRP £49.95 OUR PRICE £32.95 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



Suitable for 9512 and supplied with 
necessary cable. 

Citizen 120-D 139.95 

Panasonic KXP- 1081 159.95 

Star LC-10 Mark 1 179.95 

Star LC- 10 Mark 2 (quicker) 199.95 

Star LC24-10 (call for advice) ...259.95 
Prices include normal 12 month 'return 
to dealer' guarantee. For 12 month on- 

site Service Contract just add £5.00. 



PROGRAMMING 



Arnor C Compiler 39.95 

Hisoft C Compiler 39.95 

Nevada Cobol 39.95 

Hisoft Pascal 80 39.95 

Hisoft Devpac 80 V2 39.95 

Maxamll 39.95 

Nevada Fortran 39.95 

Hisoft Forth 18.95 



GAMES 



Bridge Player 2150 24.95 

Classic Collection 1 (not 95 12). 11. 95 
Classic Collection 2 (not 9512) .11.95 

Classic Games 4 15.95 

Clock Chess '89 15.95 

Colossus Chess 4 11.95 

Corruption 19.95 

Guild of Thieves 19.95 

Jinxter 19.95 

Lancelot 15.95 

PCW Challenge (not 95 12) 11.95 

Scapeghost 15.95 

Tomahawk 15.95 

Trivial Pursuit 15.95 

Head Coach v.3 13.95 

World of Soccer 13.95 

Starglider 19.95 



BOOKS 



All In One Mini Office 1 1 .95 

Mallard Basic 9.95 

Program Your PCW 7.95 

Programming the Z80 19.95 

PCW Machine Code 13.95 

CP/M Bible 16.95 



CONSUMABLES 



Artisoft or Maxell CF2's (as available) 

lOoff 23.95 

5 off 13.00 

PCW 8256/8512 RIBBONS 

Standard 14m Fabric Each 3.95 

two 7.00 

Higher quality /density fabric 4.95 

PCW 9512 RIBBONS 

Amstrad brand Film Multistrike..3.95 

Box of 12 42.00 

Unbranded continuous fabric 2.95 

N.B. Fabric ribbons do not give as good a print 

quality as film/carbon ribbons even when new. 

but as they are continuous will last a lot longer. 

Recommended for draft copies 

or in-home memos. 



MISCELLANEOUS 



PCW 8256/8512 Dust Cover Set .9.95 

PCW 9512 Dust Cover Set 10.95 

PCW 8xxx Printer extension Ieadll.95 
PCW 95 1 2 Printer extension leadl 2.95 

1000 Fan-fold address labels 6.95 

3" Disc Head Cleaner 6.95 

PCW 9512 Daisy wheels: All at .£5.95 
choose from: 

Courier (10) Orator (10) 

Script (12) Prestige Elite (12) 

Recta (10) Thesis (Prop) 

Letter Gothic (10/12) Mini Gothic (15) 



All prices INCLUDE VAT, postage and packaging 
Overseas orders welcome - please write for prices 



MJC SUPPLIES pls 

40a QUEEN STREET, HITCHIN, HERTS, SG4 9TS. 



Tel: 



(0462) 432897 / 420847 / 421 41 5 for Enquiries/Credit orders m^m 
CALLERS WELCOME Mori to Fri 9.30 - 5.00. Sat 10.00 - 4.00 ^\ ^ 



GAMES 



HIT AND MYTH 

A game you can't buy but you can play? 
What's the story with Myth? Tim Smith finds out 



MYTH 

£22 (membership) • Magnetic Scrolls • 0279 726585 

The reason you can't go out to the shops (or mail order) and buy Myth is because it's 
one of the perks given to members of Official Secrets. This club deals with all things 
adventursome in the computer world. 

Onto the game. Myth is a text adventure with the occasional graphic thrown in 
to 'heighten' the atmosphere. To set the scene, the Greek Gods (or should that be 
gods) are in a fix. The rise of Christianity is causing them untold problems and 
Father Zeus has decided that one of the many deities who litter Mount Olympus 
must go to Hell. To be more precise, you, Poseidon, the non-swimming god of the 
sea are chosen to capture Hades' Helmet of Invisibility from the Palace of the 
Underworld. To add some zest to the quest, you have had all of your godly 
powers taken away. 

You are informed of this at a party, one of those fifty year affairs, and the next thing 
you know you are facing the nine-headed Hydra who guards the gates of hell. First 
problem, how to kill a malevolent, multiheaded she devil? 

Game for a laugh 

Not to put too fine a point on it, the gameplay is excellent. The graphics, however, are 
not the finest we have ever seen, especially not from Magnetic Scrolls (the company 
who brought us Corruption among others). You are able to control the vertical 
positioning of pictures on screen using the cursor arrows to the right of the keyboard. 
In some cases, if not most, and especially after you have eaten, the best place to 
have the pictures is off screen. Two effects are available (although not mentioned in 
the rather flimsy accompanying documentation): these are stipple - which gives a 
pointillist effect - and dither which gives a rather blotchy effect. Neither do much to 
improve the graphic images. 

So, at heart, what we have here is a text adventure. Unlike many similar games 
(Knight Ore and Scape Ghost to name a pair) you do not have to spend the first eight 
weeks of your life with the game attempting to get unwilling characters to join you in 
your quest. Nope, initially at least, you're on your own. 

The humour of the game is kept to a pleasant level even with the massive amount 
of scope available. Dealing with religions is obviously fairly tricky ground of late. So, 
even if the aim of the game is to defeat Christianity it is unlikely that even the most 
zealous of zealots could get that upset. The main joke is that you (Posiedon) can't 
swim: Combine this with the fact that Charon, the ferryman of the river Styx, and 
Death, his constant companion, are gambling freaks and you get some sort of inkling 
as to the comic level. 

Mything in action 

Text adventures rely on 'parsers'; these are the devices which allow you to 
communicate with the game in a nearly intelligent manner. Games are made or broken 
on the quality of their parsers. Myth is parsed with some style. There are a few "You 
are unable to do that" sentences flung at you (very 2001 "I can't do that David" they 
are too) but nevertheless some quite complex sentences can be entered at the 
keyboard. This ensures that the game retains a strong atmposphere and consequently 
holds your interest. 

Now for an admission: Myth is not easy; in fact, we had to call the Official Secrets 
Helpline on one occasion. This is but an added bonus. Instead of waiting weeks for the 
clue sheets to come through the post, all you do is call the number, give your 
membership details and Jane's your auntie. With this in mind, the game can afford to 
be slightly more complex than its peers. 

Don't let this put you off as the game itself is one of the most enjoyable we've yet 
seen on the PCW. For example, once you have managed to defeat the Hydra the going 
appears, in B movie terms, to be easy - too easy. There is far more to it than meets the 
eye and in order to accrue the 200 points which you need to win Myth, you will have to 
do a great deal of exploring. 

For information about the Official Secrets club you should contact John Trevillian 
on 0279 726585. ■ 




Party! The Greek Gods get down... you get even more down when you're 
chosen to capture Hades' Helmet of Invisibility 




toward Hades fro* their torts Jiign aeove in UN Law ot iw Living. I 

north juts a short distance into the rim and the shallows of the sum? are u*st of here, 

lo the south hang Hades' gates and, beyond then, lies the Land of the Living. 

One of the nana souls reaches the ground. He renowes a snail com frwt beneath his 

tongue. 

The soul gets up and heads north toward the wooden jetty. 

>try to uork out what this is.| 



This, theoretically at least, is supposed to represent the river Styx. 
It is quite possible that the artist was terrified at the time. 




The plains of hell are laid out before you. Which one of the numerous 
paths do you take to complete your quest? 



IN A NUTSHELL 

the immortal words of Wurzel 
Gummidge, "It's time to put your thinking 
head on". A superb example of adventure 
gaming. The only flaws are the lack of 
documentation and the appalling graphics. 
Aside from this, Myth should keep you 
interested for days, if not weeks. 



PCW CHALLENGE 



GRAPHICS 2/5 ATMOSPHERE 4/5 

CHALLENGE 5/5 ADDICTIVENESS 5/5 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 16/20 
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DRIVE M: 
FOR MEMORY 

How to communicate directly with your M drive; Richard Cox 
explores the hidden depths of his PCW 



Accessible 

Nenory 



Controlled 
by 



Nornal RAM Chips 
(WD 



Special RAM Chips 
(Operating Systen) (Screen etc.) 



Addresses 
C000-FFFF 



Addresses 

8000-BFFF 



Addresses 
4000-7FFF 



Addresses 
0000-3FFF 



Port F3 
Port F2 
Port Fl 
Port PO 



Chip 87 
Chip 86 
Chip 8S 
Chip 84 



Chip 87 

Chip 83 

Chips 81/88 

Chip 80 



Chip 88 
Chip 81 



These are the 
address ranges 
(or the four 
chips which are 
switched in at 
any one tine 



These are the 
nunbers of 
the ports 
which are used 
to control the 
chip switching 



TPA leans Transient 
Progra* Area. These 
are the four M*ory 
chips which are 
noraallg switched in 
when a progra* runs 



The operating syste* 
blocks. For coMunica- 
tions, the top Chip is 
the sane for the opera- 
ting system as for the 
transient program area. 



These two 
Chips are used 
for the screen 
and character 
set in the 
positions shown 



1) Output ports are the key, and the CPU identifies both chips and ports by their numbers; imagine you need to switch 

chip 82H into address range 8000H..BFFFH. The corresponding port number is F2H, so it is done by sending 82H to 

port F2H . The last column shows which chips contain the screen and character set. 



I 



Address Actual values found in directory (hexadecimal) 



Corresponding 
ASC characters 



4 WO: 
4010: 
4020; 
4030: 
4040: 
40S0: 
4060: 
4070: 
4080: 
4090: 



4FC0: 
4FD0: 
4FE0: 
4FF0: 



00 48 44 45 20 20 20 20 20 43 4F 41) 00 00 00 56 . HH 
02 4C 41) 4E 4F SO 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 . LMHQP, , 



CON. . . II 



00 4B 45 59 53 20 20 20 20 47 45 4E 00 00 00 18 
0T04l00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 90 M M 



■ IKEVS GEHl . 7 



00 45 4F 44 20 20 20 20 20 53 55 42 00 00 00 01 

05 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
00 42 41 53 49 43 20 20 20 43 4F 4D 01 00 00 69 

06 07 08 09 0A 0B 0C OS 0E OF 10 11 12 13 14 00 
00 44 49 52 20 20 20 20 20 43 4F 41 00 00 00 72 
15 16 17 18 19 1A IB 1C 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 



.EOS 



SUB. 



. BASIC COM. 



,DIR 



COM, 



ESJES E5 E5 E5 E5 E5 E5 ES E5 E5 E5 E5 E5 E5 E5 
E5 ES ES E5 E5 E5 ES E5 E5 E5 E5 E5 ES E5 ES E5 



ES E5 E5 E5 E5 ES E5 ES ES ES ES ES ES ES ES E5 
ES ES E5 ES ES ES ES ES ES ES ES ES ES ES ES ES 



This is a hypothetical display of the drive II directory, shown as if it 
has been switched in to the 4000H to 7FFFH address range. The 
values are shown in hexadeciaal and ASC representation; the latter is 
useful so that the nanes of the files are recognizable, Each value takes 
up one byte, so each row of the diagra* takes IB bytes. The addresses 
in the left colunn are those which contain the first byte of each row. 



2) The memory capacity of a disc is divided into sections called datablocks. Each file on the disc begins at the start of a 

new datablock. KEYS GEN is the second entry in the list. The second row of the entry is a list of datablock numbers; 

these indicate where to find the data for the file. KEYS GEN occupies datablocks number 03H and 04H. 



X 



For most programs the normal arrangement of memory 
chips is perfectly adequate. Some jobs, however, require 
you to switch chips about, a procedure whose bare bones 
we described last month. Output ports are the key, and 
not surprisingly, the CPU (Central Processing Unit) identifies 
both chips and ports by their numbers; diagram one gives 
some details. Imagine you need to switch chip 82H into 
address range 8000H..BFFFH. The corresponding port number 
is F2H, so it is done by sending 82H to port F2H. 

You may notice that the last column in diagram one shows 
you which chips contain the screen and character set. We will 
be discussing how these are laid out and how to use them later 
on. For the time being, though, we can start to examine disc 
drives in general and drive M in particular. 

Directory 

Among the first commands you learn when you start using 
CP/M is DIR. When you type this you are running a program 
which reads and analyses the DIRECTORY of a disc, 
producing a useful display. The directory is like the v contents 
page of a book which tells you the names of the chapters and 
where to find them. The disc directory tells you the names of 
the files and where they are on the disc. 

Drive M is different from the other drives on the PCW: you 
cannot take out the floppy disc and insert another. There is no 
disc in drive M because it is not really a disc drive. Actually, a 
large number of the memory chips are collected together to 
form a make-believe drive, and the operating system is fooled 
into playing along. 

We usually refer to "drive M", but this could be misleading 
since it is not possible to store data on a drive, only on a disc - 
the drive is actually the equipment which reads from and writes 
to the disc. The expression "memory disc" would be more 
helpful. Let us say, then, that drive M behaves exactly like a 
drive which has one disc permanently inserted into it. 

When data is required from a disc in a normal drive, the 
disc-head reads the patterns on the magnetic surface of the 
disc and these are translated into data. In the case of drive M, 
however, data is read from the 'disc' by switching in one of the 
memory chips and reading the data just like any other memory. 

Organisation 

Just as a book is divided into pages, the memory capacity of a 
disc is divided into sections called datablocks. Just as each 
chapter of a book starts on a new page, each file on the disc 
begins at the start of a new datablock. If a file contains just one 
byte of information, it must still occupy a whole datablock, and 
the rest of the datablock is wasted. On drive M the datablocks 
are 2k in size, which is why the sizes of files on drive M are 
always multiples of 2k. 

The directory of drive M occupies the first two datablocks 
of the 'disc' (numbered OOH and 01 H), just as the contents 
section of a book occupies the opening pages. It consists of a 
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list of filename entries (a possible sample appears in diagram 
two). Each entry takes up 32 bytes - two rows of the diagram 
- so 128 of them will fit into two datablocks (32 times 128 = 
4,096 or 4k). That means that a maximum of 128 files may be 
stored on drive M, which is usually adequate. 

Notice the entry for KEYS. GEN (the second entry in the 
list). The second row of the entry is a list of datablock 
numbers; just like the page numbers in the contents page, 
these indicate where to find the data for the file, i.e. 
KEYS. GEN occupies datablocks number 03H and 04H; the 
zeros which follow indicate the end of the list of datablocks; 
the number zero can never have any significance in the 
datablocks number list, since datablock 00H may not be used 
by a file - it is already used for the directory. 

To gain access to drive M directly (or, if you prefer, to 
tamper with it), you have to know which chips contain which 
datablocks (see diagram three). It is now possible to find and 
read the directory in order to gain information about the files 
on the drive. More details in a moment. 

Why you need to know all this... 

You may well ask. If you are a memory-hungry programmer, 
there's good news for you. There is often a good deal of free 
space on drive M while a program is running. An 
understanding of the directory of drive M enables you to make 
use of this free space as an extension to the memory in the 
TPA (Transient Program Area). 

What do you do? First you must copy the directory into 
TPA memory. Then you need a simple search routine to read 
the directory entries one by one, keeping a track as you go of 
the highest datablock number used. Remember that the 
directory has space for 1 28 entries, and they must all be 
examined. Entries which have E5H as the first byte indicate 
free unused entries or erased files, and these entries do not 
need to be examined. 

Imagine that you have read the last entry in the directory, 
and the highest datablock number was 28H. You must 
assume that all datablocks with a lower number are also 
used, but those from 29H upwards are free for your 
program to use. 

Diagram three indicates that datablock 28H is in chip 
8EH, so part of this chip is used, but chips 8FH and higher are 
quite unused. They can be switched in to one of the address 
ranges and used to your advantage. 

Of course, you must not create any new files on drive M 
or extend any existing ones while using this method, since 
the operating system doesn't know what you are doing; it still 
thinks that the datablocks which you are commandeering 
are free and will gaily overwrite your precious data if you give 
it the chance. 

An example 

What can you do with all this data area? One useful facility is 
the temporary saving of screens during a program run. This is 
most useful in graphics programs: often a previous version of 
the screen needs to be recovered after the user makes a big 
mistake. Or you may have a full screen icon menu which has 
to be displayed instantly at frequent intervals (such a menu 
might otherwise gobble up 22k of your precious 64k). 

The more conventional way to save the screen is by 
creating a file on disc and saving in it the screen data from 
memory chips 81 H and 82H. Drives A and B will take some 
time to do that, and even saving it the normal way to drive M 
creates a noticeable pause in a program. 

The quick way is this: assuming you have already carried 
out the above procedure to check which memory chips are 
unused and you have found at least two free chips, switch 
one of them into address range 4000H..7FFFH, and screen 
chip number 81 H into the address range above that. Copy the 
contents of the latter address range (the screen chip) into the 
former (the free chip); you now have a copy of half the screen 
memory in your first free chip. Then, using the same address 
ranges, switch in your second free chip and screen chip 82H 
and copy the second half of the screen data. Restore the 



Datablock 
Range 



Found in 
Chip 



All Machines 

ee.,07 8 

08„9F a 

ie..i? 

18..1F 
20..E7 
28..2F 
30..37 



8C 
81 
8£ 
8F 



8512 ft 9512 only 



38..3F 
40..47 
48..4F 
S0..S7 
S8..SF 
60..67 
68..6F 
70..77 
78..7F 
S0..87 
88..8F 
90..97 
98..9F 
A6..A7 
A8..AF 
B0..B7 



90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
9A 
9B 
9C 
99 
9E 
9F 



"I 

■> 

"0 
9 ■& 
"B 
"0 
'B 
0-0 
0"0 
0"0 
'0 
■& 
"0 
0"0 
0"0 
"0 
'0 
"0 
"0 
'0 
'0 



This table can be 
used to find where 
the datablocks for 
drive H are stored, 

Chips numbered 80 to 
88 are used as shown 
in diagran one; the 
rest are used by 
drive M, 



The 8256 has 16 RAH 
chips altogether so 7 
chips are available 
for drive H which is 
therefore 112k in 
total size (7 tines 16k 
is 112k), 



The 8S12 and 9512 
have 32 chips. 23 of 
then are used for 
drive M resulting in a 
size of 368k (23 tines 
16k is 368k). 



Saving a screen: only 

the two niddle chips 

need to be changed 



c 



11 



Chip 81 8 * 



MM 



Chip 84 > 



C( 



Chip 87 I 



Chip 82 U - 



Free Chip 2k 



Chip 84 » 



1 Chip 87 1 


re 


1 Chip 85 1 


LCh.p84| 



s-o 

0"0 

'0 
0"0 
'0 
'0 
'0 
'0 
'0 
'0 
'I 
'0 
"0 

'8 

0-0 

0"© 
"0 



The code to do the 
Job nust be located in 
the bottoM chip, The 
other chips Must be 
switched in as shown 

First, copy the screen 

chip 81H into the 

first free chip. 



Then copy the screen 
chip 82H inte the 
second free chip, 



Replace the nornal 

TPA chip when you 

have finished. 



normal chips to continue your program. (Diagram three 
displays this action pictorially - you should notice that that 
only part of the screen blocks actually need to be copied; we 
will explain why next month.) Restoring the screen is simply 
a matter of reversing this procedure. 

Next month 

This article has described what is a useful procedure in its 
own right. However, the facility afforded is particularly useful 
in the field of graphics. Our next article will reveal how those 
screen miracles are performed. ■ 



3) To access drive M 
directly, you must 
know which chips 
contain which 
datablocks. It is now 
possible to find and 
read the directory in 
order to gain 
information about the 
files on the drive. 
Datablock 28H is in 
chip 8EH, so part of 
this chip is used. 
Chips 8FH and higher 
are quite unused. 
They can be switched 
in to one of the 
address ranges. 



4) All this data area 
means that you can 
save - temporarily - 
screens during a 
program run. This is 
most useful in 
graphics programs. 
Switch one free chip 
into address range 
4000H..7FFFH, and 
screen chip number 
81 H into the address 
range above that. 
Copy the screen chip 
into the free chip to 
have a copy of half the 
screen memory in the 
first free chip. 
Using the same 
address ranges, 
switch in your second 
free chip and screen 
chip 82H and copy the 
second half of the 
screen data. 
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Computer Supplies Ltd. 0533 856622 

MAXELL 3" DISCS OFFER CF2 n 5 50 2i°80 "so 99.50 
Printer Ribbons Computer Paper 



Price per each Ribbon 
Amrtod 95 12 Carbon 
9512 carbon 
8512/8256/LQ3500 carbon 
•8512 LQ3500 carbon 
DMP 2000/3 160/3000 
LQ5000 
•Canon 1060/1156 



2 6 12 

2.99 2.75 2.50 

3.20 2.95 2.70 

4.95 4.65 4.35 

3.99 3.80 3.60 

2.80 2,60 2.35 

9.95 9.30 8.75 

2.99 2.85 2.60 



tptonM.F&IWSO.F&LXeOO 299 2.75 2.5J 

•LX80/86GX80 2 80 2.65 2.4C 

NICP2200 4.95 4.60 4.2S 

•PaiKMonlcKXP-s 3.99 3 80 3.6C 

•JfcHLCIO 350 3.10 2.8! 

• a Colour Ribbons available 

Dust Covers 

For Printers For Computer* 

DMP 2000 £5.75 PCW8256 £6.60 
8256 £5.75 PCW8512 £6.60 

9512 £5.75 PCW9512 £6.60 

MOUSE PAD £4 .90 3 "HEAD CLEANER £5 .90 
DAISVWHEELS FOR 9512 £6 50 
ANTIGLARE SCREEN FILTERS 
12" Mono £11,85 



MD12 3 x 12 
DISC BOX 

1 1 1 .90 
3+ 11.30 j 
6+ 10.50 ' 



Rain fanfold. micro pert edges 

Size Weight 1000s Price per box 

gsm perbxlbox 3bxs 5bxs 
llx9'A 60 2000 14.95 14.45 13.65 

11x9'^ 70 2000 18,45 16.05 15.15 

llx9'A 80 2000 20.25 18.55 16.45 

A411%x9'/«70 2000 20,95 19,70 18.45 

A4 11%x9'/i 80 2000 24.55 23.05 20.15 

A411%x9'/i90 1000 14.25 13.15 14.15 

Computer Labels 

Continuous fanfold, sprocket fed 

Price per 1000 1000 3000 5000 

70x362*4x1 '/lath 4,85 3,85 3.55 

89x363 , /tx1'/it,th 5.35 450 410 

Please state no of labels across sheet (1 , 2 or 3) 

HOW TO ORDER 

EXSEm 

LEICESTER 0533 856622 

OUT OF OFFICE HOURS 0533 850654 

MICRO MEDIA DEPT 80+ 

FREEPOST 

LEICESTER LE3 6ZO 



SORRY NO PERSONAL CALLERS 

- PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME - 

IMount.Bc' 



l'UiM<:i'I*HH Lecester - Mon to Fri 8 30am 
ItUHiWH!! WITHIN 24 HRS 
I'UIL'^rVl PLEASE ALLOW 5 DAYS 



inteed next day dei^erv please pho 
£2 50 EXTRA Postage covets UK onl' 



MINIMUM ORDER VALUE 



V^ptm*>» ? "**" ,, ^| J FOR PAYMtNI W11H UKDtU 

W % • _ 3 — ■ ' Min Value £8.90 ot £1 50 Handling charge. 

\. ' FOR ACCOUNT CUSTOMERS 

• spring forward action • 3" file in existing case Mm. Value £15.00 or £3,00 Handling charge 

• Modular stacking-clip together SPRING CATALOGUE OUT NOW 

• supplied with 12 cases & index cards maw bino op vtnm fob yohiw fp ei copy 




A Complete 
Service in 
Computers & 
* Software. 



Miles Better Software 

219/221 Cannock Road, 

Chadsmoor, Cannock 

Staffordshire,WS11 2DD 

Telephone: 

(0543) 466577/8/9 



Word Processing 



Locoscript 2 £24.00 

Locoscript 2 + Locospell 2 £33.00 

LocospeU2 £18.70 

Locomail 2 £27.00 

Loeofont £17.50 

Loeofont 2 £13.00 

24 Pin Drivers 8256/8512 £21.00 

24 Pin Drivers 9512 £21.00 

Tasword 8000 £17,95 

Tasspell 8000 £1 1.95 

Tasprint £17.95 

New Word II £74.95 



Desktop Publishing / Graphics 



AMX Stop Press £36.40 

AMX Stop Press + Mouse £70.00 

AMX Desktop + Mouse £62.00 

Desktop Publisher + Mouse £62.00 

Master Scan £63.00 

Master Sean + Paint £67.00 

Master Paint £15.00 

Digital Research Draw £29.00 

Digital Research Graph £29.00 

Micro Design II £49.95 



Integrated Packages 



Mini Office Professional + £34.95 

Spell Checker + Thesaurus £18.95 

Plan It £15.00 



Databases 



Masterfile 8000 £30.00 

Datastorell £27.00 

Locofile 8256/8512 £27.00 

Locofile 9512 £27.00 

At Last Plus £24,95 



Utilities & Program Development 



C-Basic Compiler £29.00 

Pascal MT+ £29.00 

Rotate £29.00 

Datafax £32.95 

Easy Labeller 8256/8512 £29.00 

Easy Labeller 9512 £29.00 

Hisoft Pascal 80 £32.95 

Hisoft Devpac 80 £32.95 

Hisoft Knifes Plus £16.95 

Super Type £19.95 



Spreadsheets 



Supercalc2 £52.00 

Cracker II £39.00 

D-BASE II £69.95 



Accounting 



Accounts Plus £102.00 

Popular Accounts £69.00 

Invoicing £48.00 

Payroll £48.00 

Money Manager Plus £27.95 

Personal Tax Planner £18.95 

Stockmarket £29.95 

SBACash £45.00 

Map Integrated Accounts £1 10.00 



Just a selection from our vast range of computer software 
All goods sent within 24 hours. 
All Prices include VAT and Delivery 

Please make cheques, postal orders payable to: 
"Miles Better Software" 

Access/Visa orders please phone for immediate 

dispatch. 

Visitors Welcome. 



BUSINESS FRENCH / GERMAN / SPANISH / ITALIAN 



Are YOU 
ready for? 



"J 




LANGUAGE LEARNING 

PACKAGES FOR BUSINESS 

AND PROFESSIONAL 

PERSONNEL 

"A real aid to learning 
the language. . . Good 
value and fun to use" 

Amstrad PCW magazine 

These packages introduce all the relevant material at a 

pace which you yourself can control. This means you 

will learn rapidly. 

Topics covered include: 

• Business vocabulary 

• Technical vocabulary 

• Business Letters 

• Telephone vocabulary 

• Social Phrases/Formal Greetings 

• Hotel/Restaurant/Travel 

At only £49.95 this represents 
unbeatable value 



HOW TO ORDER: Please send cheque for 
£49.95 or telephone giving credit card details. 



APEX COMPUTING SERVICES LTD., 

DUKE HOUSE, 33 WATERLOO STREET, 

HOVE.BN3 1AN. 

Tel: (0273) 727 477 

a 24 nours p^n 

Price includes VAT, p&p. mmm 

Enquiries from overseas welcome 



A SMALL SELECTION FROM 
OUR WAREHOUSE 



HARDWARE & PERIPHERALS (OFFERS WHILE STOCKS LAST! RRP WAVE 

Z88 Portable Computer Pack Inc: Z88. RAM Pk, PSU, Case etc 344.95 249.99 B 

Amstrad PCW8256 Computer/Word Processor 401.35 361.22 ANC 

Amstrad PCW8512 Computer/Word Processor 516.35 451.81 ANC 

Amstrad PCW9512 Computer/Word Processor 573.85 487.77 ANC 

Amstrad Automatic Sheet Feeder - PCW9512 113.85 76.85 C 

Star LC10 Parallel F&TNLQ Printer 297.85 152.74 A 

Electric Studio Light Pen with Art Software-PCW8256/8512 79.95 23.99 C 

Kempston AM35 Joystick Interface • PCW 14.95 11.21 E 

Kempston DP10 Data Pro Joystick (PCW Reqs.AM35 l/F) NEW 16.95 12.71 E 

Mouse Mat 26cm x 20cm Blue 5.95 3.87 E 

Printwheels- PCW9512 (9 UK Styles) 6.61 4.96 E 

Printwheels- PCW951 2 (119 Foreign Styles) 10.45 9.41 E 

2746MS Ribbon Multistrike - PCW 9512 PKT2 7.70 4.62 F 

2741 FN Ribbon Fabric - PCW8256/8512 PKT2 11.98 5.00 F 



SAVE MONEV WITH OUR 
TRADE PRICE LIST 

STATE FOR WHICH PRODUCTS AND ENCLOSE 3 20p STAMPS 



BLANK DISKS & SOFTWARE 

3 lnchS/W3 Inch Thesaurus (use with Locofile) -8512/9512 14.95 8.97 F 

3 Inch S/W Rescue Kit - PCW9512 9.95 5.97 F 

Artronic PCW Challenge Inc: ACE, Strip Poker, Etc. -PCW8000 14.95 8.97 E 

Artronic PCW Adventurer - PCW8256/851 2 14.95 8.75 E 

Creative Tech. Micro Design II - PCW (9512 Reqs. Dot Mat.) 59.95 38.97 C 

Digital Integration Tomahawk • PCW 19.95 11 .97 E 

Locofile + Locomail 2 Pack - PCW8256/9512 49.90 37.42 C 

Pride Utilities SAM Utilities - PCW 29.95 8.99 E 

Sage, Popular Stock & Invoicing - PCW 70.15 49.11 D 

Sage, Popular Payroll - PCW 70.15 49.11 D 

Head Cleaner 3" 3.95 3.16 F 

Artisoft 3"Discs DS/ALL 3"Drives + FREE Price List BOX10... 29.90 20.63 E 

Maxell 3"Discs DS/ALL 3"Drives + FREE Price List BOX10... 29.90 17.94 E 

Verbatim 5.25" DS/DD 40/80T Bulk Discs C/W Labels PKT25... 27.27 7.36 D 

Amstrad Amscase Library Case Holds 10 3" 7.95 3.58 E 

Ams30L Storage Box Holds 15 Cased/30 Uncased 3" 14.95 8.42 D 



CAPTAIN CAVEMAN BBS NOW ON LINE 24HRS MON-SAT 0229 473609 

ENG. MAINLAND post & ins.:(A)£5.75 (B)£4.60 (C)£3.45 (D)£2.30 (E)£1.15 (F)58p 

(ANC)3 Day £10.35 Next Day £13.80, COD+E2.30, Max.UK post chg. £6.90 per 20kg/£500. 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. All sales subject to our Trade Terms of Trading. 



W.A.V.E. (Trade Dept. 8000 290) 

WALNEY AUDIO VISUAL & ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION 

1 Buccleuch Street, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria LA14 1SR 

Tel: 0229-870000 (6 lines) Hours: Mon-Fri 10.00-5.00 



Com-Stax 

THE ULTIMATE SPACE SAVER 

'Interesting solution thoughtfully designed' says 8000 Plus 



The new Com-Stax 8 Series is 
a unique stand that will 
stack your PCW 8256 or 8512 
plus your keyboard and printer in 
under a quarter of a square 
metre of floor space. Its 
reclining monitor position 
and angled keyboard make 
the PCW even more user 
friendly. The Com-Stax is 
98 cm high. 41 cm wide 
and beautifully finished in 
durable red. white or black 
lacquer, the unit comes to 
you as a flat pack kit which is 
easily assembled in minutes 
with the alien key provided 



THE PRICE: £35.00 

PLUS VAT £5.25 and P&P £4.70 
TOTAL £44.95 



TO ORDER: 

Post your cheque for £44.95 
together with your name and address 
and choice ofcolour red white or black to 

COM-STAX LTD, FREEPOST, LONDON, SW5 OBR 
Tel: 01.244 8292 

Please allow 28 days lor delivery the Com-Stax is a Copyright design Palenl applied for 




please quote 8 



AMSTAT* & ST ATM ODE 

MODULAR STATISTICS AND MATHEMATICS PACKAGES 

MARKETED BY 

S. C. COLEMAN LIMITED 

AMSTAT for PCW & CPC STATMODE for PC Compatibles 

AMSTAT 1/STATMODE 1 - means, st. devs., variance, skew, kurtosis. 1-sample, 2-sample, and paired t-tests, 
1-way-AOV with single and mult, conf. intervals, 2-way-AOV, correlns, regression, histograms, scattergrams, 
transformations, file store and retrieve, output to WP file, manual, Flexible variables and observations to a total 
of 500 ( + ) data points (12000 STATMODE). 

AMSTAT 2/STATMODE 2-27 nonparametric tests providing a "complete Siegel". Binomial, Chisquare(3), 
Kolmogorov-Smirnov(2), Runs, McNemar, Sign, Wilcoxon, Walsh, Randomisation(2), Fisher, Median 
{+extension}, Mann-Whitney, Wald-Wolfowitz, Moses, Cochran, Friedman, Kruskal-Wallis, Contingency, 
Spearman, Kendall, Kendall partial, Concordance. ifl -, 

AMSTAT 3/STATMOOE 3: FORECASTING 
An array of business oriented mathematical and statistical 
software; Linear and Polynomial regression, Trend and Seasonal 
Variation, Multiple Regression Analysis, Transformations, 
Exponential Smoothing, Adaptive Filtering. Graphic display, full 
printout, manual suited to immediate use and for teaching. 
(Additional program for PC). 

AMSTAT 4/ STATMODE 4: RESOURCE MANAGEMENT - 
LINEAR PROGRAMMING MODULE 

General Purpose Linear programming + Specialised Transportation 
and assignment variants. . Capable of analysing and solving 
problems of sequencing, scheduling, blending and allocation of 
scarce resources. 40 Page manual, 18 worked examples. 

« -i AMSTAT 6/STATMODE 6: SFANOVA 

Up to 8-way analysis of variance for equal cell sizes. Unequal cell 
sizes on 1-way AOV. Maximum of 2000 data points (300 on 
unexpanded CP/M 2.2, 4000 on PC). Input from ASCII Files. 

Output to screen or text file with full AOV table + main and 

•> J*-*"**"^ interaction means and Neuman-Keuls on main effects. Manual. 

jZ***^* (Disc only). 

«--"" >< ^ AMSTAT 7/STATMODE 7: RESOURCE MANAGEMENT II - 

"""^ STOCK AND PRODUCTION ANALYSIS 

. Calculation of economic order quantities for both single and 

multiple items. Dynamic programming to calculate optimum 
production schedules for single items and consolidation of several 
— i — ' — ■— - 2 — i — i — i — ' — l results into a multiple schedule. Also Pareto and Lorenz analysis. 

■ M 4fl Output to screen or printer. Includes operational manual with 

UAR[ 2) worked examples. 

The programs have applications in research of ail kinds, education, sales, production planning, work and 
method study, financial planning, personnel, social work etc. 

"/ will certainly be using them myself in the future and no reviewer can offer a warmer 
recommendation than that. " Dr. Peter Morris, Amstrad Professional Computing, May 1 987. 




Price List CPC 

AMSTAT1 £25.95 

AMSTAT2 £39.95 

AMSTAT3 £25.95 

AMSTAT4 £25.95 

AMSTAT6 £25.95 

AMSTAT7 £25.95 



ANY 2- 15% DISCOUNT 
ANY 4 -20% DISCOUNT 
Please enquire for 
Educational quantity discounts. 



PCW 

£27.95 

£39.95 

£27.95 

£27.95 

£27.95 

£27.95 



PC 

STATMODE1 

STATMODE 2 

STATMODE3 

STATMODE4 

STATMODE6 

STATMODE7 



£30.95 
£38.95 
£39.95 
£38.95 
£39.95 
£38.95 



CHEQUES AND P. O.S TO: 

5. C. COLEMAN LTD. 



33 LEICESTER ROAD. ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH 
LEICESTERSHIRE. LE6 5DA 
TEL: 0530 415919 
U.K. BUT EXCLUDE VAT. 24 Hour Answerphone. Technical enquiries after 6.00pm 
'AMSTAT Is a trademark of AMSTRAD PLC and is used under licence 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE POST 
mT~\ AND PACKAGING IN THE 



TIMATIC SYSTEMS 


THE ORIGINAL WINCHESTER EXPANSION 

NEW LOW PRICE for the best 20 megabyte Hard Disk for all 
PCW's. Official Hard Disk version of CPM and 
LocoScript supplied with each WEB. Always supplied with 
expansion port for other devices and SCSI controller, 
together with the usual Timatic support utilities.Can be 
configured as 1, 2 or 4 drives. £ 449.00 


DATA TRANSFER - MOVING TO A PC 

Do you require 3" data on 5 1/4" for any reason? We can 
copy your data to over 480 different CPM and PC formats. 
If you are considering upgrading to a new machine then talk 
to us first, you may well be able to use your existing data, 
even from programs such as LocoScript , dBase, Basic etc. 
Charge per disk transferred, plus any media used. £ 10.00 




CAMELION MULTIFORMAT SOFTWARE 

Read other 5 1/4" formats on the 5 1/4" Drive, including ICL, 
IBM, Osborne, PCW and CPC. £ 39.00 


MOVING UP TO A PC - HAVE NO FEAR - 
UNIFORM IS HERE 

Uniform PC will allow you to READ and WRITE your old 
CP/M disks with a suitable drive connected to the PC. We 
can also provide controller cards to allow you to connect any 
size drive to your PC including 8 inch. Uniform-PC lets you 
READ and WRITE data from over 400 CP/M machines, 
including the Amstrad PCW range. £ 69.95 




5 1/4" 2nd. PCW DRIVE 

The original T DOS software INCLUDED with this Drive, 
allows transfer to and from PC format disks. Also available 
for CPC. £159.00 




MEGAMATE 

Megamate gives you everything you require to add a 3 1/2" 
1.44 MB disk drive to your PC, including the full Amstrad 
range. Supplied with a controller card the Megamate will read 
720 and 1.44 MB floppy disks. Includes support software for 
MS/DOS. £249.00 


UNIDOS Z80 PC 

Run PCW accounts programs on the PC. Unidos Z80 is a 
computer on a card that fits into the PC and will let you run 
programs like Sage Accounts or Payroll WITHOUT needing 
to change the software. 
INCLUDES Uniform PC. £ 129.95 




Postage is free. Please add VAT to the above prices. Please send 6x9 s.a.e for catalogue. 

Timatic Systems Ltd., 7 Palmerston Business Park, Newgate Lane, Fareham, Hampshire, P014 1DJ. 

Telephone (0329) 239953/236727 Fax (0329) 237051 for Sales and MasterCard/Visa Orders. 



LOCOSCRIPT 



TABS N' TABLES 

Up for grabs this month are margin alterations and tab variations. 
Sharon Bradley introduces you to some very friendly Layout Editors 



Just how much trouble you go to when ordering your 
information on the finished page can be an indication of 
how successful your overall communication will be. Up 
until this point in our LocoScript tutorial series, we have 
been working with the programs' default margin settings and 
have, so far, completely ignored the question of tabs. 

Yet both of these facilities, which are easily accessed 
through each version's respective Layout Editors, can play an 
important part when it comes to arranging information in a 
form that is not only attractive but also easily assimilable. 

The use of tables in a document, for example, can enable 
the reader to immediately extract, at a glance, what is 
important on a page. These tables are invariably put together 
using a series of tabs - or points that are 'fixed' immovably 



LocoScript 2 



|A: group 0/HARDOUER . 000 Editing text. 
Layout 1 Pil_2 LSI CtttO. _LP6 



f 0-C+ u l f 



Printer idle. Using A: 

Page 1 1 i 
f5=Paae f7=Spell f8=Qpt 



'I have waited fifty years to see the 
Boneless Wonder sitting on the Treasury 
Bench. V 

Winston Churchill on Ran say Macdonaldf 
V 

Winston Churchill's biting description 
of the Labour Prime Minister Ramsay 
Macdonald during a debate on a Trade 
Union Bill in the House of Connons on 28 
January 1931. Churchill speaking in 
opposition to the Bill, recalled that as 
a child he had been taken to see 
Barnum's Circus. The 'Boneless Wonder' 
was the exhibit he had nost wanted to 
see, but his parents thought it too 
revolting for his childish eyes, and 



1) Setting up new margin parameters in LocoScript 2. Decide exactly where on the ruler line you want to fix your 

new left hand margin. Slide the cursor to the appropriate point on the ruler line and press [f 1] to bring the 

Margins menu onto the screen. The Set Left Margin option should be pre-selected. Repeat exactly the same 

procedure to 'set a new righthand margin. 



IA: group 6/MCUhTNT.oM 
Layout 1 Pil2 LSI 
fl=Margins f3=Tabs 



Editing layout. 

CB+0 LPS 

f4=Size 



Printer idle. Using A: 
DecinaU. Zero=0 ScaleP 
f7=Nane f8=0ptions 



.his is justto'see'what the tab markers iook like on the ruier line froi 
within LocoScript 2's Layout Editor. 



2) LocoScript 2's ruler line - complete with each of the different tab markings. The first is a Simple tab, the 
second a Right tab, the third a Centre tab and the fourth a Decimal tab. 



group 0/TABLE 
lyout. 1 Pil2 



5W Editing text. 
LSI CRtO LPS 
f3=Stule 



_f5=Pai 



Printer idle. Using A. 

Page 1 line 10/5 
f7=Spell f8=0ptions EXI 



Mean nolar proportions of individual UEA, NH(*SuB)3(HSuB)-N concentration, pH in 

liquor and urine of Damascus kids fed the two diets** 

t> 

(LayouT)f 

f 

(i 

., -» Diet-? -» SIM 
-j -» Control-) tBicarb*' 
. (Layoul 

-» No. of observations-) 5.) S-) --) -t 1 

->UFA concentration (mmol 1-1)-) 83,4-) 88. 0-) 2.95-) NS<< 

-) Molar proportion off 

-) Acetate.) 0.S8-) 0.65-) 0.018-) **f 

-> Propionate-) 0.26-) 0.19-) 0.008.) ***f 

-, Butyrate-> 0.1S-) 0.16-> 0.006-) NS-^ 

-) NH3-N(ngl-l>-> 95-) 112-) 14. U NSf 

.+ flumen pH-> 6. 21-) 6.62-) 0.07-) «ff 

-) Urine pH-> 9.0-) 9.0-) 0.02-) NSf 



¥ 



NS = Not significants 

** denotes significant difference P<0.01f 

ww denotes significant difference P<0.001«' 



3) We have incorporated two different layouts in the construction of this table. The first Layout contains the ruler line 

positionings of the tabs for Diet Control, tBicarb and SED. After the continuous row of dashes that separates these 

column headings from the rest of the table, another Layout was set up. This included a right tab for the text on the 

left and three consecutive decimal tabs for the figures. We finished off with a centre tab. 



along the ruler line at the top of the screen. 

Every LocoScript document, irrespective of the version in 
which it is written (by that we mean LocoScript 1 or 2) has its 
own Layout. This contains all the information that the program 
requires in order to arrange the text on the page. Here you 
record where the left and righthand margins are to be placed, 
the position (and type) of any tabs that you use and, finally, 
whether the text on your page is to be justified or not. 

So how do you go about altering these parameters - from 
document to document and, sometimes even, from paragraph 
to paragraph? This month we're going to be looking specifically 
at margins and tabs. 

LOCOSCRIPT 2 

Let's start with the margins. [E]dit a file into which you have 
already typed some text. Our text consists of a piece of text 
which would fit between much narrower margin parameters. 
Press [f2] to bring LocoScript 2's Layout menu onto the screen. 
Select Change layout. 

You will see a new set of information lines appearing at the 
top of your screen; these 'new' menus belong to the program's 
Layout Editor. Although your text is still visible on the screen, 
you will find that you are unable to edit it as the cursor has 
been disabled. Pressing any of the arrow keys merely causes 
the machine to bleep uncomprehendingly at you. 

Decide exactly where on the ruler line you want to fix your 
new left hand margin. Let's say 25. Slide the cursor to the 
appropriate point on the ruler line by depressing the right hand 
arrow key. When the cursor is correctly positioned, press [f1] to 
bring the Margins menu onto the screen. The Set Left Margin 
option should be pre-selected; all you have to do is press 
[ENTER]. The lefthand margin will move to its new setting. 

Repeat exactly the same procedure to 'set' a new 
righthand margin - at, say, 65. Don't forget to highlight the 
alternative option at the Margins menu. 

Press the [EXIT] key to leave the Layout Editor. Your cursor 
will be immediately re-enabled so that you can carry on editing 
your text. To reflow the text into its new margin parameters, 
simply press the [DOC] key on the right of the keyboard; this 
instantly sends the cursor to the end of the document. 

What kind of tab? 

As we mentioned earlier, tabs are markers which are fixed on 
the ruler line and which allow you - on pressing the [TAB] key 
- to automatically begin typing consecutive lines of text from 
the same point. The beginnings of these lines are, therefore, 
vertically aligned. Tabs are indispensable when it comes to 
typing out lists and constructing tables. 

Let's take a look at the different kinds of tabs that 
LocoScript 2 affords its user. There are four different types: 
Simple tabs, Right tabs, Centre tabs and Decimal tabs. Which 
one you use will depend on exactly which way you want your 
text to be aligned underneath it. Or you may choose to use a 
combination of different tabs within one table, as we have done 
for this article. Let's look at the differences between them. 
Simple tabs: these are the most common and will align the 
lefthand edge of each consecutive line like so 
First this line 
Then this one 
And so on ... simple really. 

Right tabs: these will align the righthand edge of each entry 
and give a ragged lefthand edge like this 
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LOCOSCRIPT 



As you type in the text 

It will shoot out the left-hand side 

In a very unusual fashion 

Like so. 

Centre tabs: these produce ragged edges on both sides 
because they centre, one below another, each of the lines 
that you enter 

It produces this sort of 

strange effect. 

See? 

Decimal tabs: these are perhaps the most useful kinds of tabs 
to have around. Fix one of these on the ruler line and you will 
be able to type in a list of, say, financial amounts while 
LocoScript 2 automatically lines up the decimal points for you. 

£2 

£0.48 
£148.80 

Setting the tabs is an easy matter. Repeat the steps you've just 
taken to alter the margins, although instead of opening the [f1] 
Margins option, press [f3] for Tabs. Make the appropriate 
selection at the menu which is then displayed. To get rid of a 
tab, simply cursor to it using the right and lefthand arrow keys 
and press the [-] key to the right of the space bar. The errant 
tab will be cleared. Back in Edit mode, pressing the [TAB] key 
on the left of the board will take you immediately to your 
selected tab stop - whatever kind it is - so that you can begin 
typing in your perfectly aligned text. 

Mix 'n' match 

As well as setting up one Layout for an entire document, it is 
possible to prepare more than one Layout for use in the same 
file - as with a table, for example. 

This effect is easily achieved by instructing LocoScript 2 to 
begin using a different Layout at the appropriate point in the 
text. After you've defined the new parameters, a special 
LocoScript (LayouT) code appears in the document and 
instructs the program to use them on the text that immediately 
follows it. 

We have incorporated two different layouts in the 
construction of the table pictured at the bottom of the last 
page. The first Layout contains the ruler line positionings of the 
tabs for Diet Control, +Bicarb and SED. At 45 on the ruler 
line, a Centre tab was fixed. Note how the words are centred 
beneath that position. At 55, another Centre Tab was set for 
+Bicarb. Finally, a Simple Tab was selected at 65 for the SED 
text. After the continuous row of dashes that separates these 
column headings from the rest of the table, another Layout 
was set up. 

At position 38 on the ruler line, for instance, a Right Tab 
was set. You can see how the lines under this tab have a 
jagged lefthand edge. At 45, the Centre Tab was replaced with 
a Decimal Tab, and this Decimal Tab was repeated at 55 and 
65. Finally, at 75, a Centre Tab was fixed. The result, as you 
can see, is a polished, professional-looking table; see how all 
the decimal points are neatly aligned under each other. 

Once you've informed LocoScript of the details of the 
Layout you want to use, the program remembers them and 
stores them in the (LayouT) code. This doesn't mean, 
however, that you are forced to stick with this Layout until you 
delete the current (LayouT) code in the document. Whenever 
you want, you can modify any of the details in it simply by 
placing the cursor at the appropriate point in the document 
where you want the new Layout to take effect and calling up 
the [f2] Layout Editor. Choose the Change Layout option. 

LocoScript 1 

Changing your documents' margins under LocoScript 1 is quite 
a similar process. Again, open the file under [Ejdit mode and 
press the [f2] key to open the Layout menu. Select the brand 
New layout option. To change the position of the left margin, 
press the downward pointing arrow key; this places the cursor 
on the empty and awaiting ruler line. Using the right and left 



arrow keys, place the cursor at the appropriate point on the 
line and press [f1]. As you can see from the information lines 
at the top of the screen, this is the key to press to fix the 
location of your new lefthand margin. 

Move the cursor to the right to pinpoint the appropriate 
positioning for the righthand margin and, this time, press [f2] 
to set it. As with LocoScript 2, don't forget to press [EXIT] to 
re-enable the cursor so that you can return to your document. 

Once again, the procedure is virtually the same when 
it comes to making use of LocoScript 1 's tab facilities. 
Open the document for which you are creating a new 
Layout under [E]dit mode and press [f2]. Again, highlight 
the brand New layout option in the second part of the menu 
and press [ENTER]. As with the margins, pressing the 
downward pointing arrow key will bring the Layout cursor 
onto the ruler line. All you have to do is position it on the line 
where you want to set your new tab and press either [f3], [f4], 
[f5] or [f6] depending on the type of tab required. 

LocoScript 1 stores the new Layout and also gives it a 
number; this is always displayed on the left of the information 
lines at the top of the screen. As you scroll up and down a 
document that has incorporated several layouts, you will see 
the Layout number alter accordingly at the top of the screen 
as the cursor passes through successive layout territory. ■ 



LocoScript 1 



|A:LETTER5/MAHCIN5.W Editing te 

" lout 3 *Pii2 *LS1 *LP6. 



Printer idle. 
Page 

(l = p, QO t f?=Mn 



Using A: 

1 line 30 of 

p<; f R=R1 nrkq F) 



l' recorded an historic nonent in the House of connons when McGovern, 
1 MP or Shettleston (Glasgow) used Wallis Sinpson's nane for the first 
tine in the House. During question tine, soneone had asked about the 
Coronation arrangeneHJts for Edward UIII. The King's liaison with the 
Baltinore-born socialite was a natter of public concern, even outrage, but 
a tactful silence had been naintained bg MPs. Chips, a passionate 
'Cavalier', sadly records: 'I was shocked, but the truth is that the 

irchy has lost ground ... Prince Charning charns his people no nore ... ¥ 



"My God! They've shot out fox.' 
Nigel Birch, 13 Novenber 1947f 



The erg of anguish fron Nigel Birch on 
hearing that Hugh Dalton, Chancellor of 



the Exchequer in Attlee's Labour 
Governnent, had resigned after leaking 
detail of his forthconing Supplenentary 
Budget to a Journalist, who pronptly 
published then. Birch and other bck- 
bench Conservative MPs had found Hugh 
Dalton good sport as Chancellor and his 
speeches proved irresistible to 



1) Moving the margins is a simple affair in LocoScript 1 . Simply open the program's Layout Editor ([f2]), and press the 
downward pointing arrow key to bring the cursor onto the ruler line. Move it to the new position and press, first, [ft] to 
set the left margin and then [12] to set the right margin. Press [EXIT], then [DOC] to see the new changes taking effect! 



IftiLETTEns/Tras": 



E dit ing l ayout '£. 
Tight Margin 



Fixed block leng 



Fixed disc systen-* 



Blocks of data have a constant nunber of t* 
words or characters in a systen with a t> 
fixed block length requirenent. This t* 
requirement nay be due to the hardwares 
linitations of a nachine, or be determined* 1 
by program . Contrasted with variable t* 
block.* 1 . . . 

Describes any disc storage systen in which** 
the nagnetic recording surfaces are on f 
discs which are sealed into the the disc ** 
drive, and cannot be replaced by the *> 



2) As you can see, LocoScript 1 's tab facilities are virtually identical to those found in LocoScript 2. Simple, Right, Decimal 
and Centre tabs are easily 'fixed' anywhere along the ruier line by pressing the appropriate [f] key. 



|A:LETTFRS/MARCINS.O<K> Editing text. 
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Printer idle 



Document layout: 



Insert layout 



brand New layou t 
Base layout 



Edit layout 



Current layout 
Layout ? 



^solatelg: 'Hotel life in the evening is a 
despair, 't* 



oric nonent in the House of commons when McGover 
i (Glasgow) used Wallis Sinpson's nane for the fi 

ning question tine, soneone had asked about the 
for Edward UIII. The King's liaison with the 
e was a natter of public concern, even outrage, b 
ictful silence had been naintained by MPs. Chips, a Passionate 
Cavalier', sadly records: 'I was shocked^ but the truth is that the 
tonarchy has lost ground ... Prince Charning charns his people no nore . 



3)To re-use a Layout that appeared earlier on in the document, scroll back to see what number the program gave it. Then 
take the cursor back to the end of the document and press [t2] to open the Layout Editor. Move the cursor to the Layout ?? 
prompt and type in the old Layout number. Then press [ENTER] and [EXIT] to resume your editing with the 'new' Layout. 
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Who's where? 

In London there is a company 
that specialises in dispensing 
information about the famous, 
as in who's coming where and 
when and the names of the 
representatives to get in touch 
with. It is rather an expensive 
service at £45 per month but if 
you think it would be worth it 
then contact: Diane Oliver, 
Celebrity Services Ltd., 93/97 
Regent Street, London W1R 
7TA. Tel: 01 439-9840. 



How to cash in on the (rich and) famous: Nick Vandome 
demonstrates how a chance meeting can turn into a success story 



If there is one thing that is guaranteed to help sell 
newspapers and magazines, it is features about famous 
people. Everyone does it; whether it is The Economist 
with a picture of Mrs. Thatcher on its cover or The Sun 
with Ten Things You Never Wanted To Know About Kylie and 
Jason. The fact is that celebrities sell copy. Many 
publications rely on stories about the famous in order to stay 
in business, which is why we are more likely to read about 
what the ubiquitous Miss Minogue has for breakfast than the 
fact that Elsie Smith at No. 42 is partial to a bowl of 
cornflakes before she goes off to work. 

Naturally, all these celebrity features need to be written 
by somebody and while it is unlikely that Tom Cruise or 
Madonna will drop into your living room for an exclusive 
interview, there is no reason why the struggling writer slaving 
over a hot Amstrad PCW should not cash in on this 
extremely lucrative business. 

My own encounter with a personality illustrates the 
potential of the celebrity market. It was probably one of the 
briefest meetings in history but it has resulted in numerous 
openings, totally disproportionate to the length of our interview. 

A couple of years ago my local pub (the source of 
much of my inspiration) undertook to raise money for 
Muscular Dystrophy. They did this so successfully that they 
won a national fund-raising competition and the President 
of MD, Sir Richard Attenborough, came to the pub to 
present a trophy and meet some of the regulars who had 
helped raise the money. 



It happened to coincide with the release of his new film, Cry 
Freedom, so most of the conversation was either about the 
film or MD. However, I had heard from a source (actually it 
was the bar manager) that another one of Sir Richard's 
interests was a multi-racial school in Swaziland where both 
the Mandela and Tutu children have been educated. 

So when I met Sir Richard, I got a few basic facts about 
Cry Freedom and then I asked him about this school. He 
seemed pleased to talk about something else other than his 
film and he told me a bit about the school and the work it 
does; he even invited me to visit 'if I was in the area'. In all 
we spoke for about five minutes and then he moved onto the 
next regular, forgetting all about me. 

Usually, five minutes'-worth of research earns me enough 
money to be able to afford a stamp for another begging letter 
to an editor, but I soon realised that my time with Sir Richard 
was going to become a five minute goldmine: with a famous 
name attached to them, my articles seemed to take on a new 
importance; The Guardian published one less than two 
weeks after my meeting with Sir Richard; Collins, the 
publisher, contacted me (not, unfortunately, with a multi- 
million pound advance for my latest book) and said they had 
seen this piece and could they use it in a book for teaching 
English to Italians; and an agency asked for a longer version 
for syndication around the world. 

This seemed like one of my more successful writing 
ventures and I contented myself with a few cuttings in my 



Meet, greet and mingle with the stars! 




The easiest way to get in contact with a celebrity is at a charity event 
where, hopefully, they will be well disposed to talk to people. Check with 
your local pubs and clubs to see if their charity work would warrant 
inviting a famous person. 

Aside from this, the best bet is when a celebrity is engaged on a 
promotional tour for his/her latest book/film/song etc. Generally they do 



not do these things for the good of mankind; they do them, 
understandably, to make money. With a little careful planning though 
you can get in on the act too: stars frequently hold local press 
conferences in whichever town they are in and it is worth telephoning 
your local newspaper to see who is coming and if there is any chance of 
attending one of these events. When you do this though, remember 
your all important angle as you will need something different to make 
you stand out from the crowd and sound original. 

Book-signing sessions are also a possibility and although your time 
would be strictly limited here it is amazing how much information can be 
obtained from a couple of well thought-out questions. 

Finally, there is the method that is the most hit-and-miss; writing to 
the people directly. Addresses can be obtained from Who's Who but 
remember you are approaching someone in their own home and out of 
the blue. Be professional and don't sound like a gushing fan or a 
groupie; state what you are doing, be clear and concise and, again, try 
and present an original slant for your article - if you discover a celebrity 
has a passion for building life-size models of the Eiffel Tower out of 
matchsticks, then you might be better off dwelling on this rather than 
their latest blockbuster film or book. At worst you will get a curt rejection 
(nothing new for any self-respecting writer), at best you will be granted 
an interview and somewhere in between you will get a letter that will 
contain some useful information for your article. 



T 
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scrapbook and, more importantly, a few cheques in my bank 
account. However, my fairy godmother would not let sleeping 
Attenboroughs lie and six months later I was travelling in 
southern Africa and decided to take Sir Richard up on his 
offer of visiting the school. 

I stayed there for two days, resulting in another article for 
The Guardian and one in a national magazine in Australia. 
My meeting with Sir Richard had now turned into the most 
profitable one of my life and if I could repeat this everyday 
then my bank manager would be a much happier man and I 
would be writing this from the Caribbean. 

Unusual angle 

The three most important things that I have learnt from this 
experience are: 1) It is possible for anyone to gain access to 
famous people. 2) When you do meet them, you will 
probably only have a short amount of time with them - so 
make the most of it. 3) Your celebrity story is a lot more 
marketable if you manage to unearth an unusual fact about 
your subject - the perennial question of 'an angle'. 

Once you have tracked down a celebrity and you have 
them standing, sitting or lying in front of you then you will 
probably only have a couple of minutes to talk to them - so 
don't come over all stage-struck. Even at charity events 
there could be over a hundred people for the celebrity to talk 
to so if you waste time you will be lost. Be professional and 
you will get a professional response. 

This is where your research comes in. The ever useful 
Who's Who should be consulted for the hobbies of the 
people involved and also try and discover any interests they 
have outside the field in which they are known. Whatever 
you do, avoid talking or writing about the obvious since every 
Tom, Dick and Cronkite will be writing about this so your 
chances are probably zero downwards in this area. My piece 
on Sir Richard was only so successful because it linked him 
to something that very few people knew existed, far less 
thought to write about. 

Once you are armed with your stunning exclusive on 
why Kylie would just like to get away from it all and open a 
small corner shop (quite true I assure you) then make the 
most of it in your marketing and remember that editors are 
delighted to get those famous faces onto the covers of their 
publications. If you have picked up an unusual angle then 
emphasis this and show how it will give a contrast to the 
more conventional pieces on offer. 

Illustrating the point 

After, hopefully, your piece has been published then your 
work is just beginning and you should try and squeeze every 
last penny out of your idea. There are several agencies that 
specialise in syndicating celebrity features and these would 
be worth contacting if you think you have something that 
might interest them. 

Names can be found in the Writer's and Artist's 
Yearbook and one that I have found helpful in the past is 
World Press Network (112 Westbourne Park Road, London). 
Also, if a charity or an unusual organisation connected with 
the celebrity has been mentioned in the piece, then send a 
copy to them: they will be grateful for the publicity and you 
might get all kinds of weird and wonderful opportunites as a 
result - like being invited to Swaziland! 

Although your own immortal words are the most 
important component in any piece on the famous another, 
vital aspect is getting pictures to illustrate you masterpiece; 
the public do not only want to read about their favourite 
stars, they want to see them too. With this in mind it is worth 
taking your own photographs - colour transparencies or 
black and white prints. 

However, for those who do not fancy themselves as the 
next David Bailey a safer bet is to get photographs from the 



celebrity involved or their entourage. (Personalities always 
have an entourage, which acts like a cross between a 
bouncer and a life-support system.) If you tell them you are 
hoping to write something then they will probably give you a 
couple of publicity shots, but make sure that they are 
unsigned. Alternatively, you could try the film companies, 
publishers and television companies for pictures of their stars. 
When I met Sir Richard I was given two prints from Cry 
Freedom and then I wrote to the distribution company of the 
film, UIP, who sent me two more photographs. 

One important thing to remember about celebrities is that 
fame is a very relative thing and it is not always necessary to 
get hold of an international star to qualify for the title of 
celebrity interview. Admittedly, the national newspapers and 
certain magazines deal with celebrities who are instantly 
recognisable, but don't forget about the local newspapers and 
specialist magazines: Joe Soap who has just won the local 
Tiddlewinks competition may be considered a celebrity in his 
home town for a short while (probably a very short while) and 
although the inventor of LocoScript would be just another 
computer programmer in the eyes of the nation he would be 
looked upon as a celebrity (or possibly even a god) by the 
readers of 8000 Plus. 

As well as the obviously famous people don't overlook the 
fact that there are thousands of people who are well known in 
their particular field and it is frequently just a case of finding 
the right market in which to exploit this. The next time you see 
a famous face staring out at you from a magazine or 
newspaper remember the potential for writing about 
celebrities - if you manage to write about enough of them 
then you might even end up being one yourself! ■ 



Writes of 
passage 



Nick Vandome, a writer who is determined to exploit the 
potential of the celebrity market 



After graduating from Edinburgh 
University in 1985 I followed what 
I considered to be the only logical 
course - I wrapped up my newly 
acquired MA and took it off to 
Australia. I spent a year there 
and worked in a variety of jobs 
ranging from cocktail barman to 
grape-picker. 

When I returned to the UK, I 
decided to try and help pay off 
my debts by writing about 
Australia. Someone must have 
been smiling on me that day 
- because the first piece I wrote 

was accepted by The Guardian (living proof that miracles do happen in the writing 

world) and I subsequently also sold material to The Daily Telegraph, The 

Scotsman and various magazines. 

I planned another excursion around the world, this time to Africa, Asia and 

Australia. Before I left though there was further proof of literary miracles - an agent 

read one of my magazine pieces and asked me if I would like to write a book about 

my forthcoming trip. No prizes for guessing the answer to that one! 

I spent the next seven months travelling through fifteen different African and 

Asian countries on any form of transport that was foolish enough to cross my path. 

Having survived this, narrowly. I then sat under a coconut tree in Australia for five 

months writing about my trip. I sold more pieces to the national newspapers in the 

UK and also several national publications in Australia. 

Twice during the year my writing aspirations were saved by the appearance of 

an Amstrad 8256: once in the unlikely setting of the African bush in Zimbabwe and 

again on the beaches of the Great Barrier Reef. 

At present I am trying to put my agent's mind at rest by satisfactorily 

completing the book while at the same time looking for a prime job in journalism. 
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24 Hour Credit Card 

Hotline 

0923 243301 




ALL OUR PRODUCTS 
ARE DELIVERED 
CARRIAGE FREE 



CORPORATE 



EDUCATIONAL, CORPORATE, OR VOLUME PURCHASERS PLEASE CALL FOR ASSISTANCE 
FREE DELIVERY (UK MAINLAND) • ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 



PCW RANGE & ACCESSORIES 



On-Site maintenance available on request 



£315.00 
£400.00 
£434.00 



PCW ADD-ONS 

FD4 1Mb Drive 

(Second Disk Drive for the 8256/951 2) 

Amslrad RS232 Centronics Interface 

PCW 8256/8512 Memory Upgrade 




RSC PCW Printer/Power Extension 8256/851 2 . 
9512 Printer Extension 



.£115.00 

_ £45.00 
_£P.0.A. 
£11.00 

£9.00 



ACOUSTIC HOODS FOR PCW95 12 

Grey,Black or Magnolia Acoustic hood £125.( 

Acoustic hood and stand £75.( 




DISK STORAGE BOXES 



DISKS 

Why take chances with inferior disks, buy the best for your 
PCW, use Amsoft CF-2 disks. Fully Guaranteed. 
Quantity Cost per box of 1 

10 £21.50 20 £21.00 

30 



AMSlOL(each) 
AMS10L(x2)_ 
AMS10L(x3)_ 
AMS30L(eoch). 



3" DISK DRIVE HEAD CLEANER 



_£5.50 
£10.00 
£13.00 
£11.50 



£20.50 40 



£20.00 The Clear Head 



£6.50 
















PRINTERS 




LQ850 

LQ860 (Colour) 
LQ2550 (Colour 

LC10 
LClO(Mkll) 




£435.00 
£550.00 


KX PI 1 80 


PANASONIC 


£145.00 | 




STANDARD PRINTERS & THE PCW 

RS232 Centronics Interface - Connect the 8256/851 1 


to any 

ty 

rals. 
£45.00 
£8.00 


1 standard printer, or as the 951 2 already has this faci 




£930.00 


KX-P1124 




£245.00 I 


1 built-in, connect the 951 2 to Communications peripht 


STAR 


£150.00 
£189.00 


KX-P1540 




£440.00 I 




kx special oner 

RSC CA4 Cable (Interface to Parallel Printer) 


DMP3250 
DMP4000 
LQ3500 
LQ500DI 

P2200 

P6+ 

P7+ 


AMSTRAD 
NEC 


£119.00 1 
£195.00 1 
£209.00 1 
£295.00 1 

£265.00 1 
£429.00 1 
£545.00 1 


EPSON 
LX400 


£135.00 
£320.00 
£595.00 
£265.00 
£565.00 
£685.00 
£180.00 
£399.00 
£205.00 


LCI (Colour) 
LC24-10 




£189.00 
£220.00 


- 1 FX850 
1 EX1000 
1 LQ550 
1 LQ1050 

1 LQ1 060 (Colour) 


NX15 

FR10 

FR15 

XB24-10 

XB24-15 




£265.00 
£320.00 
£420.00 
£420.00 
£535.00 




LX850 
FX1050 


JUKI 6300 


DAISY WHEEL PRINTERS 


£445.00 


LQ400 


JUKI 6500 




£699.00 




















PRINTER ACCESSORIES 




At last a quality 
additon to your ' 
RSC SPECIAL INT 

A single sheet gu 
RSC SPECIAL PRI 

QT2 

QT5 

QT 10 (or more) 

PCWMultistrike 

PCW Colour Ribb 

Ribbons availabl 


NEW ASF951 2 SHEET FEEDER 

heet feeder for the Amstrad 951 2. A valuable 

51 2 printer, Includes modified software. 
(0DUCT0RY PRICE £69.00 


QT2 
QT5 
QT 10 (or more) 

QT2 
QT5 
QT 10 (or more) 

9512 Colour Ribb 

Courier 10 Script 

12 Letter Gothic, 

allot 

Some available in 


PCW 951 2 RIBBONS 
Multistrike 


£3.35 each 1 
£3.1 5 each 1 
£3.00 each 1 

£2.25 each 1 
£2.00 eoch 1 
£1.75 each 1 

_ £5.00 each 1 

Prestige Elite I 

tic, ' 1 

£5.25 each 1 

£9.50 each 1 


: J 


PRINTER PAPER 

80 Column listing paper per box 
H"x9.5"l Part Plain 60gsm 2,000 


£13.50 
£19.00 
£21.50 
£19.00 
£18.50 

£17.00 
£17.50 

ntain 
£14.00 


H"x9.5"l Part Plain 80gsm 2,000 


MARGIN MAKER 
de far the PCW 8256 & 8512 

951 2 single sheet guide 

:e 


£9.10 


H"x9.5" 2 Part NCR 1,000 


Fabric 

For Daisywheel Printers Only 
ons Blue/Brown/Red/Green 

PCWDAISYWHEELS 
120 rotor 10 Recta 10 Thesis PS 
10/1 2, Prestige, Pico, Mini, Got 

French & German at 


A4 1 Part Plain 70gsm 2,000 
A41 Port Plain 90gsm 1,500 


£14.95 


1 32 Column listing paper per box 
H"xl4.5"l Part Plain 60gsm 2,000 


PCW RIBBONS (Min order 2's) 


£4.00 each 
£3.50 each 
£3.00 each 
£5.00 each 
_ £5.00 each 


11 "xl4.5"l Part M/Rule 60gsm 2,000 


AMSTRAD PCW PRINTER MAINTENANCE Kll 
: or 8256/851 2, removes dirt and ink deposits to ma 
maximum print quantity. RSC PRICE 


ibbons 

)ns (Blue/Brown/Red/Green) 

! for most other printers. 












Telephone: (0923) 243301 










SOFTWARE 



NEW SUPERDOS 

Replaces the A> prompt with windows and pull-down menus. 
Intl. a notepad, to-do lists and is packed with features. It 
requires 51 2K RAM. Not for use with a hard disk. 
RSC SPECIAL PRICE £25.0 



ACCOUNTS 



WORDPROCESSING 



RSC SELECTED SOFTWARE 
GENERAL 



Mini Office Professional Original _ 
(9512 & Dual Drive 8000 Series) 
Sage Chit Chat _ 



Sage Chit Chat with Linnet Modem . 
Easy Labeller 

Rotate 



AMX Mouses Desktop Utilities. 



_ £24.00 

_£69.00 

£205.00 

_£21.00 

_£16.00 

£47.00 



Sage Accounts 




£56.00 


Sage Accountant Plus 




£88.00 


Sage Invoicing 




£40.00 


Sage Payroll 




£40.00 


Stockmarket 




£25.00 


Money Manager 




£24.00 


Sage Retrieve 


DATABASES 


£40.00 


Master File 8000 




£28.00 


Dbase II 




£42.00 


Locofile 




£25.00 






FACSIMILE 



Protex 

Locoscript 2 

Locoscript 2 with Locospell 2 

Locospell 2 

Locomail 1 & 2 

Locofont 1 

Locofont 2 

New-Word II 



£33.00 
£20.00 
£27.00 
£16.00 
£25.00 
£16.00 
.£12.00 
£42.00 



SPREADSHEETS 

Supercalc 2 £35.00 

Cracker II (Turbo) RSC Special Price £35.00 



GENERAL ACCESSORIES 



RSC E21A KEYBOARD STORAGE DRAW 
The RSC E21 A keyboard storage draw features a sturdy steel & 
plastic construction. A PC keyboard locates in the tray which can 
be safely tucked out of sight when not in use. Saves space Qn 
your desktop & provides protection from dust & dirt. CPU & 
monitor stack on top. 
RSC PRICE £27.00 



\ 



7&^^K5!^ 



NEWAmstradFX9600TFax 

NEW Brother Fax-1 50 

NEW Dialatron Faxlink 



£535.00 

£499.00 

£73.00 



GAMES 


RSC TOP 15 GAMES 

Strabble Deluxe 


£12.00 


Tomahawk 




£13.00 


Time and Magic 




£10.00 


Cyrus II Chess 




£12.00 


Classic Games 4 




£12.00 


Brian Clough's Football 
Trivial Pursuit 




£10.00 
£12.00 


Starglider 




£17.00 


PCW Challenge 




£10.00 


Jinxter 




£17.00 


Steve Davis Snooker 




£12.00 


Paws 




£18.00 


Clock Chess 




£14.00 


Colossus 4 Chess 




£12.00 


The Pawn 




£17.00 




£7.50 
£9.50 



£25.00 
£29.00 

£6.00 
£8.65 



£13.50 
£13.50 




ANTI-STATIC MATS 
RSC M-02 Anti-Static Mouse Mat 



£6.95 



280 x 21 x 4mm Fully earthed when connected. 
RSC M-03 Anti-Static Keyboard Mat . 



£8.95 



595 x 250 x 4mm Fully earthed when connected. 
RSC M-04 Anti-Static PC Mat 



£14.95 



COPY HOLDERS 



£12.00 
£12.00 



RSC L2 Desktop _ 

RSC LI Desk Clamp _ 

A must for every workstation, can be positioned to almost any 

angle. 



: 



4-WAY MAINS MULTI SOCKET 

4 Way mains distribution socket. With built-in arrester to give 

full protection from mains borne spikes and surges £15.00 

Spike protected plug £9.50 



RSC Limited, 75 Queens Road, Watford WD1 2QN. Fax: (0923) 37946 



ON TEST 



DATE-TIME VIEWING 

Who? What? Where? When? Pete Gerrard looks at the package 
that tells you everything you need to know 



POCKET DATADATE 

£24.95 • A4 Ideas* 0249 815082 

Most of us have a fascination with facts. After all, this is why books 
like The Book Of Lists and The Guinness Book Of Records 
continue to sell in vast quantities year after year. This is why the 
Mail On Sunday colour supplement starts off its pages with a 
collection of, at times bizarre, lists (my favourite being one of the 
unused headlines from a section headed "10 Headlines not yet 
used by Sunday Sport" - Lager Lout Explodes After 25 Pints!). This 
is why quiz machines are springing up in just about every public 
house in Britain, much to the annoyance of some and what seems 

like the full-time 
employment of others. 
And this is why the 
program Pocket 
Datadate was written. 
Pocket Datadate is 
fully operational under 
LocoScript 2 (indeed, its 
creators have assumed 
more than a fleeting 
acquaintance with that 
program in the user) and 
is so-called because the 
pages which it produces 
on printout have been 
specifically designed to 
fit into a Filofax. 




1 ) Pocket Datadate is fully operational under LocoScript 2. As you can see each day is 

treated as a page and is tairly packed with detail - birthdays on the left and anniversaries 

of important occasions on the right. Everything you ever wanted to know about a 

particular day - and even more you didn't - can be found here. 




2) To save you scrolling through the whole file in search of the gen on a particular day, just 

open the appropriate file under [Ejdit and press [f5] for the Page menu. All you have to do 

now is enter the appropriate page number which will, of course, coincide with the number 

of the day in the month; January 1 0th, for example, will be page 10 in the January file. 




3) Pocket Datadate is so called because it will only print out Filofax-sized pages. You can 
print out a whole file, one day after another, or (as is seen here) choose to print out one 
page individually. Just enter the appropriate page number in this grid and away you go. 



X 



Births, deaths 
and marriages 

What do we get when 
we load up LocoScript 2 
and take a look? We 
find something that 
gives us cause to admire 
the industrious person 
who typed until their 
fingers must have bled, 
and to admire equally 
the research team 
behind it all. 

This is because 
Pocket Datadate is 
nothing more or less 
than a vast collection of 
facts arranged into a 
number of different files 
spread over the eight 
LocoScript groups. 
These files are arranged 
by the month of the year, 
using both sides of the 
disc, as the facts 
concern purely date- 
related trivia like births, 
deaths, and 
anniversaries. 

Each file (generally 



there are two files for each month) is split up into 
individual pages, and each page occupies one day. 
Hence, really, the need for LocoScript 2. Trundling 
through earlier versions trying to get to the ninth page in 
the December file, so as to find out what happened on 
that day in bygone years, would take quite some time. 

LocoScript 2's ability to jump to any given page 
makes life a lot easier, and you might be able to find that 
Coronation Street was first broadcast on the 9th 
December 1960, or go back a few pages and perhaps 
discover that alcohol prohibition in the U.S.A. ended on 
the 5th December 1 933 - oh happy day. 

Sign in, sign out 

All the information on any given page can, of course, be 
printed out, but because the pages have been set up in 
Filofax format, they tend to look a little lonely on a 
standard sheet of A4. 

However, it's the facts that are the heart of the thing, 
not the final printout. Not even if that printout can be 
tailored to include all the signs of the Zodiac? Another 
LocoScript 2 feature that allows us to re-define 
characters has been used in the package, and those 
nifty little characters for the Zodiac (a load of bull in the 
case of Taurus) are now ours to do with as we will. 

Thus for your twenty five quid you get fairly rapid 
access to all manner of weird and wonderful facts. There 
are upwards of about twenty entries per day, which you 
might think would be hard to fill, but no. 

On which date in 1989 did Emmylou Harris reach 
the age of 42, Penelope Keith reach 50 and Sir Jack 
Brabham arrive at 63? All on the 2nd of April. On the 
anniversaries' side for that same date, you could choose 
from Emile Zola being born in 1840, beating Hans 
Christian Anderson by 35 years but lagging 99 years 
behind Marvin Gaye. 

A quick inspection of my birthday shows me that I 
share a date with the Boston Tea Party, although it took 
place some 184 years before I arrived on the scene. 
Now you can all go and work it out! 

So what is the point of it all? Well, if you crave an 
immense desire to learn, or at least read about, 
thousands and thousands of facts, then it will be of 
invaluable use. Similarly, if you regularly have to put 
together the kind of topical quizzes that throw out the 
standard 'What happened on this date in ????' sort of 
questions, Pocket Datadate will almost definitely be a 
welcome addition to your PCW disc box. ■ 



POCKET DATADATE 



PLUSES 

▲ Program updated on the 1 st 
Jan '90 
Excellent tool for quiz-masters 
Very informative 



MINUSES 

w Only works with 
LocoScript 2 

- 1 Documentation is 
currently on disc 



EASE OF USE 5/5 PERFORMANCE 4/5 

DOCUMENTATION 2/5 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 13/15 
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BBD 

. DUST. 
COVERS 



GET SMART ! 



. DUST . 
COVERS 



Protect Your Computing Equipment With 
BBD PROFESSIONAL DUST COVERS 

• In todays economic climate were equipment failure costs time 
and money protecting your hardware from wear and tear is 
the smart thing to do and the smart way to do it is with dust 
covers from BBD Professional Range. 

• Manufactured from top quality washable nylon and 
attractively finished with contrasting piping BBD covers are 
simply the smartest protective covers available. 

• BBD covers can be washed and ironed without fear of fading 
or shrinking and will never crack or lose their shape. 

• With all these superlative features you might expect BBD 
covers to be a little expensive. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. 

AMSTRAD PCW 8256/8512: £11.95 

In light grey with green piping. 3 piece set 
AMSTRAD PCW 9512: £13.95 

In ivory with green piping. 3 piece set 

• BBD also offer a wide range of matching covers for the 
printers from only £5.50. These include Amstrad DMP 2000, 
3000, 4000 and LQ3500, and a wide selection from Brother, 
Canon, Citizen, Epson, Star etc., etc. 

Generally covers for 80 column printers are £5.50 and for 132 
column £6.50 

GET SMART! GET BBD! 

BBD DUST COVERS 

The Standish Centre 

Cross Street, Standish, Wigan WN6 0HQ 

Telephone: 0257 425839 Ext 32 Fax: 0257 423909 

DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME 



Software for serious sports enthusiasts 



POOLSWINNER n 



FIXGEN 89/90 



I'OOI.S PREDICTION PROGRAM 



• MASSIVE DATABASE Poolswinner is a sophisticated Pools 
prediction aid. It comes complete with the largest database available - 
22000 matches over 10 years. 

• PREDICTS Not just SCOREDRAWS, but NO-SCORES, AW AYS »l>=S'»m 
and HOMES too. Predictions are based on many factors ... recent form, /S*Ci»|7?i*J 
the massive database, current league standing, goal scoring rates, and - 
draw averages (each factor is independently switchable by the user). 

• SUCCESSFUL SelecguaiajJt££ that Poolswinner performs signifi- 
cantly better than chance. 

• LEAGUE AND NON-LEAGUE matches are covered. "-"*5" 

• FULL LEAGUE TABLES are automatically generated as results are entered. 

• AUTOMATIC FIXTURE GENERATION : Fixtures for English and Scottish 
League matches are generated automatically by Poolswinner's sister program FIXGEN... 

• FIXGEN : No need to struggle for 
hours to get the fixture list into the fcZO.SU 

computer - just type in the date, Fixgen contains the complete Poolswinner 
fixture list for the whole year's league soccer. (Published under with Fixgen. 
licence from the Football League, and the Scottish Football League). 



POOLS PERM PLUS 

KttPHISTirATKli FOOTBALL POOLS PERM ANALYSER 



• Whether you use a scientific bet, or family birthdays, PPP will check the performance 
of any bet over the years, revealing which weeks it won prizes. Test your theories, or 
compare perms' performance. Complete with 5 years coupon results. 

• Also you can use Pools Perm Plus to check your perm for winning £26.00 
lines each week: the program comes complete with 20 top perms. 



COURSEWINNER vs 

Till- PUNTERS COMPUTER PROGRAM 



• The ORIGINAL, and still the BEST computer punter's aid. 

• Coursewinner V3 uses all the most important form pointers (past form, 
speed ratings, prize money, course statistics, jockey form ,trainer form etc) 
to give a detailed assessment of ever y runner's chances, not just a tip. 

• Vital statistics of all British courses (Draw advantage, Top 

Trainers and Jockeys etc) are included in the database. £26.00 

• Includes both FLAT and NATIONAL HUNT versions. 



All available for WHlSjy.Ul AMIGA, ATARI ST, Amst PCW 



Send cheque I PO 
for return of post st 



Selec Software , 



62 Altrincham Rd, Galley, Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 4DP Tel 061-428-7425 

/™.„h fn- r,.n ii.-. ninnr ^fiu^rM phone 24 hrs 



(send for full list of our software) 



The essential purchase for 
your PCW is now even better 



The 50,000-selling Mini Office 
Professional has now been upgraded - 
and it's better than ever. All the new 
features of the Plus version are included, 
apart from the Spelling Checker and 
Thesaurus modules. 

So now you can import and export 
Ascii files to and from the database and 
spreadsheet modules, print out to 
almost any printer - including 24-pin 
printers, and create and save logon 
sequences in the communications 
module and store numbers in the auto- 
dial phonebook. 

Like Mini Office Professional Plus it 
includes a new manual, the All-In-One 
Business Computing book (worth 
£11.95) and a six-page reference card. 

Word processor, Database, Spread- 
sheet, Graphics and Communications 
- all for an unbeatable £39.95 




Code: 5203 



Transfer any picture 
to your PCW screen 



With MasterPack you can take any 
printed image and within minutes see 
it appear like magic on your PCWs 
screen! Simply plug the interface into 
the back of your computer, clip the 
optical scanner into the printer head, 
feed any picture or logo through the 
printer and select the Scan option in 
the software. 

If you use a desktop publishing 
package it's an absolute must -you can 
now create your own clip art! 
MasterPack incorporates the award- 
winning MasterScan and the powerful 
MasterPaint art program. 

'Innovative ... incredibly versatile and 

useful ...and excellent value for money' 

-Amstrad PCW 

Digitised magic for just £79.95 



DATABASE SOFTWARE 




Code: 5032 



Please send me product code number(s) 

□ I enclose a cheque payable to Database Software 

□ Please debit my Access/Visa/Connect card number 
Add £2 per program for Europe & Eire (£5 Overseas) 

1 Expiry date: I / 



Name 



Address 






Postcode 



Send to: Database Direct, FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port, 

South Wirral L65 3EB. 

Access/Visa orders: Tel: 051-357 1275 



■Hi 



PUBLIC DOMAIN 



Copy write 

Scrivener is copyright to MML 
Systems, and they will sell you 
a copy with a printed manual if 
you prefer. It is also in the 
public domain in the UK library 
(volume 43) of the CP/M User 
Group (UK). Any similarity 
between the mathematical 
operators of Scrivener and C 
are entirely intentional - the 
authors wrote it in that 
language. 



THE SCRIBE 
BY YOUR SIDE 

The Public Domain package that truly packs a punch; Steve 
Patient gets into the ring with the multi-talented Scrivener! 

s 




crivener is a genuinely innovative program that has 
been designed to take the strain out of any text-based 
operation. It combines the functions of a programming 
language, a macro processor, a spreadsheet and a 

mail merge program. 

Scrivener files are simple text files: they can be produced 

using virtually any CP/M-based text processor (you might 

have trouble with straight LocoScript files). It's incredibly easy 

to use these Scrivener files; simply type: 

SCRIVNER INPUT.FIL OUTPUT.FIL 

or, alternatively, just type SCRIVNER and you will be 

prompted for the names of 
[he files. 

The program takes the 
input file you've prepared 
and processes it. 
Instructions for the person 
using the file are sent to the 
screen using the 
^ANNOUNCE command 
(they can include control 
codes). Information is picked 
up from the user and 
Scrivener does whatever it's 
been asked to with it. An 
output file is then produced 
in which all the instructions 
have been carried out. 
Scrivener can process 
numbers and text. It can 
perform the kind of maths 
that only a statistician might 
need, including such exotica 
as hyperbolic cosines and 
arctangents. It copes equally 
well with simple columns of 
figures. More importantly, it 
always produces output that 
is formatted to your specific 
requirements. This makes it 
ideal for the generation of 
invoices, catalogues, orders 
and other standard business 
requirements. 

Text distinction 

Scrivener contains a 
complete programming 
language designed to make 
the generation of business 
forms an automatic process. 
Constructing Scrivener files 
requires practice, but once 
they've been set up, they 
can be used forever, 
modified as required, and 
save hours of drudgery. 
Since all the processes 



This is a sample of a fife used to calculate population co-efficients and is 

included here to demonstrate that Scrivener can handle any 

mathematical requirements you might have 



} type poen.scr 

rand on pronoun, . I , ,lle , , He, , Vou . Jhey 
randofl verb_l,, like,, hate,,t«nt,, grasp,, spurn,, love 
random verb J,,give,, send,, breafc,,«nke,, bend,, eat 
randan verb!,, verb.!,, verb.! 



rondo* ad jl,, pretty,, ugly,, comely,, podgy,, piebald,, punk-rock 

rand on nounl, ,nniden, , traitor, , hedgehog, , pat-planl 

rnndon verb£, ,o ' s i tt i ng, , reel i n i ng, , recunbent 

randan phrase!,, look ajom,,run to catch it,, put sane specs on, , shakes ones toupee 

randan phrase!,, Find it isn t there,, sinply cannot core, .think it isn't fair 

randan phrose3,,wsn't just the thought of it,, couldn't nave ny n i slake, , she 

■rondo* phrase!, .think it such a crine,, Feel so at the tine 

pronoun verbl a adjl nounl verb! on a chair 
ud when pronoun phrasal pronoun phrase! 
t phrase!, pronoun phrase4 



The input file. POEM, uses the #RANDOM command to choose between 
various collections of nouns and verbs. 



Hype degree. scr 

input _NfiME_,, Enter the nane oF the asset (wax 20 Letters) 

input _CQST_,,The cost oF the asset was 

input _LIFE_, .Enter the estinated UFetine oF the asset 

input _EI)U_,, Enter the estinated disposal value of the asst 
UdeF 8.611 

[Id oF=(_EDU / COST )]] 
Ud root=oFtfl7 LIFt_)]] 
[Id rate=lO0-(l&O*<root>>]] 
[IdeF 8.31] 
lover type 
[ [dn deprec.outl ] 

[[dp the rate oF depreciation oF the _NAME_ 
♦insert 



This file has been designed to calculate depreciation on capital equipment. 
Used in standard terms, this kind of file can form the basis of a forms library 



Scrivener can perform are carried out in a file full of 
perfectly clean ASCII text, the program needs delimiters so 
that it can differentiate between normal text and information 
on which it must act. The authors have chosen to use 
double square brackets - [[34.87]] - like so for the latter. It's 
highly unlikely that you'd use double square brackets for 
any other purpose in ordinary text. 

Instructions and numbers inside these brackets will be 
processed and the results inserted into the output file 
(without the brackets, naturally). Further switches can be 
included so that text is either left in its original position - for 
tables and such like, or closed up again. The latter might be 
required if a total was being inserted into the text of a quote, 
for example. In fact the way in which information is 
processed and formatted is completely flexible. 

There are instructions to delete lines which occur in the 
input file, so that calculations, for example, don't show up in 
the output. Any lines that have no result (perhaps because 
certain options aren't being followed up) can be prevented 
from appearing in the output file. 

Spread your wings 

The way to think of a Scrivener input file is as a model. It 
contains all the text that will appear in the output file or else 
it contains the means to obtain that text. This will involve 
asking questions of the user and almost certainly performing 
various operations, depending on the information gathered 
from the user. 

Anyone familiar with the idea of a spreadsheet model 
will recognise this approach, and indeed, Scrivener can be 
used to build stand alone spreadsheet models with specific 
functions. These will be far friendlier than a real 
spreadsheet, since any amount of help and direction can be 
included. Field widths can be defined and the information 
can be validated. 

Unlike using a mailmerge program with a word 
processor, you never get to see the internal workings of 
Scrivener - unless you actually want to. The POEM file in 
the screenshot (one of the many examples from the 
Scrivener disc) displays only a few asterisks to show that it's 
working. All of the final result is sent to the output file. 

Not so with the file DEPREC (see the screenshots) 
which calculates rates of depreciation on equipment. This 
needs to prompt for three input values as well as a text 
string, and writes just a single line to its output file. And 
before you all write in to say how easy this is to do in 
BASIC, remember that this kind of calculation can just as 
easily be embedded in a standard letter. The end result 
might then be a neatly-tabulated calculation. 

The same letter might prompt you for the name and 
address of the recipient. This isn't the same as doing it 
with LocoMail either. All you need to see are the various 
prompts asking for the information required without any of 
the confusion inherent in doing the same thing in a 
mailmerge program. The way Scrivener asks for 
information need bear no relationship to the way it finally 
presents it. This can make complex merging applications 
much easier to work through. ■ 
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3" CF2 DISCS FROM 
£1.70 EACH DELIVERED 

(nothing more to pay)* ALL PRICES INC. VAT 



QUANTITY 


5 


10 


20 


50 


100 


Bulk CF2 3" 


£9.95 


£17.99 


£35.50 


£87.50 


£170.00 


Maxell/Panasonic 3" 


£11.95 


£19.95 


£39.00 


£95.00 


£185.00 


Rigid Plastic Library 












Cases 


£2.50 


£4.95 


£9.45 


£21 .95 


£39.95 


Individually cased CF2 3" 


£13.95 


£22.45 


£44.00 


£106.95 


£209.00 



Good Quality Printer Ribbons £3.75/Lockable Disk Box (holds 35 CF2) £6.95 
Store and Protect your 3" discs in individual Rigid Plastic Cases 
All discs guaranteed. 3" Disc Drive Head Cleaning Kit £4.95 



P\^% ^| | mm throw away your used fabric printer 
IJK )IM ribbons - re-ink them for only 

■^^^■^ ■ 95p each/ £1.75 per 2* 



Do you program your PCW? 

YOU NEED TO READ 
"PCW: Streamlined BASIC" 

by Geoffrey Childs 

Streamlined BASIC is a new concept in PCW publications from PCW-World. The package 
includes a book and a disc so that all the examples in the book can easily be used on your PCW. 
The book and the programs have been written by Geoffrey Childs, who is probably best known to 
PCW users as the main programmer of Lightning Basic. He has also been a contributor to several 
computer magazines including 8000 PLUS. The book was written in response to two questions 
that frequently appear in the correspondence columns of PCW magazines. It will answer many of 
your questions too! 

'I've read the manual. I've written a few programs in Basic. Where do I go from here?" 

"Amstrad seem very shy about giving detailed information about how the PCW works. 
How can I find out more?" 

THIS MAJOR WORK SIMPLY OOZES WITH KNOWLEDGE ABOUT YOUR PCW AND HOW 
TO HARNESS ITS POWER. WRITTEN IN AN EASY TO UNDERSTAND AND LIVELY STYLE 
PACKED FULL OF EXAMPLE PROGRAMS THAT ARE PROVIDED ON THE FREE PROGRAM 
DISC. IF YOU WANT TO 'GET UNDER THE BONNET THIS BOOK IS A MUST. Gerry Austin 
PCW World. AVAILABLE ONLY FROM THE PUBLISHERS £18.95. 



PCW - World User Group 
Cotswold House, Cradley Heath, 
Warley, West Midlands B64 7NF 
J Call 0384 66269 anytime 

For orders under CSO please add £1.50 post & packing E & E.O.E 
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NEW- Version 2 now available! 

It is designed to allow anyone to examine, copy and recover information from 
damaged or corrupted discs. Although ToolKit is a full-function disc editor. 
you don't need to be an expert to use it! The manual too is comprehensive 
but straightforward, and includes features such as a "First Aid" section for 
quick answers in an emergency. ToolKit runs on all PCWs. 

PCW-ToolKit Version 2 still costs just £24.95 

How much is YOUR data worth ? 



MFU lorPCWx;5hanilPCW8512 £49.95 

Universal Multi-Format Utility. Allows the PCW to emulate other CP/M formats, 
analyse discs, transfer files from other systems and much more. 

2in1 l"rPCW825fcuniiPCW85l2 £49.95 

Transfer files to and from IBM-PCs on disc, format PC discs on the PCW. 



5.25" Disc Drives for PCW8256 and PCW9512 
5.25" Disc Drives for PCW8512 
3.5" Disc Drives for PCW8256 and PCW9512 



£ 139.95 
£ 169.95 
£ 139.95 



All prices INCLUDE V.A.T. and Postage to U.K. and BFPO addresses. 
Please write or phone for our catalogue; overseas enquiries welcome. 
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Strathclyde Business Centre 
Clyde Street 
CLYDEBANK G81 1PF 
041 - 941 -3120 



Hold the front page! 



Stop Press is the ideal desktop publish- 
ing package for home enthusiasts, 
schools, societies and small businesses. 
Stop Press makes it simple to create 
professional newsletters, leaflets, forms 
and flyers- in fact anything where text 
and graphics are required, placing you 
right at the heart of the desktop pub- 
lishing revolution. 

You can import digitised and 
scanned images from products like 
MasterScan and the Rombo Vidi Dig- 
itiser, or create your own graphics with 
the built-in tools including the excel- 
lent zoom facility - and even create pie 
charts, histograms and line graphs with 
ease. 

'Fulfills all my wishes and more 1 
-Your Amstrad PCW 

Become your own publishing baron 
with Stop Press - and start the presses 
rolling! 

STOP PRESS £49.95 

STOP PRESS with 

mouse and interface £89.95 




Code: 5052 
Code: 5053 



Make headline news! 



Unleash the graphics potential of your 
PCW with The Desktop Publisher- the 

cheapest page-makeup package for the 
PCW. Design flyposters, adverts, letter- 
heads, company reports and much 
more. Enter text directly or load a file 
created using LocoScript or any other 
word processor. Add text in any size 
using any of the 15 fonts included on 
the disc. Draw lines, boxes, triangles, 
ellipses, circles and fill areas using any 
of 16 patterns. Preview the finished 
page in miniature then print out in 
top-quality mode or use the faster draft 
mode. 

'Tremendous value for money' 
-8000 Plus 

The Desktop Publisher £29.95 

The Desktop Publisher 

with mouse and interface £79.95 



DATABASE SOFTWARE 




Code: 5019 
Code: 5020 



/ 



Please send me product code number(s) 

D I enclose a cheque payable to Database Software 
D Please debit my Access/Visa/Connect card number 
Add £2 per program for Europe & Eire (£5 Overseas) 
MM || T I 1 11 I I 1 II I 1 11 Ex P'ry date: 
Name 

Address 



Postcode 

Send to: Database Direct, FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port, 

South Wirral L65 3EB. 

Access/Visa orders: Tel: 051-357 1275 
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CLASS IN POCKET 



Microwriter Systems' AgendA represents a fairly radical departure 
from the 'normal' electronic organiser. Rod Lawton investigates 




A" 
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t first sight, the 
AgendA, like other 
electronic 
organisers, seems 
to do little more than its 
paper equivalents - but it 
actually does it very much 
faster and better. The 
AgendA will let you check 
phone numbers and 
addresses in seconds, 
and when people change 
offices or move house, 
you can update their entry 
quickly and 'cleanly' - no 
more multiple crossings- 
out on dog-eared pages. 
But there's more to it than that, of course. The AgendA's 
powerful and comprehensive string searching facilities let 
you pinpoint names, addresses and notes from the scantest 
of information. Say, for example, you couldn't remember 
either your dentist's name, address or telephone number. 
Simply keying in D E N at the Find prompt will bring up 
the appropriate entry in moments. You can't do that with 



Comming Soon 

The AgendA has certain default comms settings which the advanced user can alter 
at will, but which are quite satisfactory for simple communications. You will need a 
serial lead, as supplied by Microwriter Systems, and nothing more complex at the 
PCW end than good old PIP and an RS232 interface. (Make sure that both the 
AgendA and PCW are switched off while you connect the leads.) 

One other problem likely to dumbfound the uninitiated is the fact that PIP on the 
PCW needs an instruction at the end of each transmission to tell it to stop receiving 
and save what it has to disc. If it doesn't get that instruction, your PCW will happily 
wait for ever for the file to end (i.e. crash). What's needed is a special file in the 
AgendA's Z drawer as follows: "*#26**\ The machine will then signal the end of its 
transmission and the PCW will be happy. The procedure for sending files, then, is as 
follows: 

1 Switch on the AgendA, select the file(s) you want to transfer and then simply 
follow the instructions in the manual for printing a file. A 'Printing' message will 
appear while the machine waits to find a 'printer' - in this case the PCW. 

2 Boot up CP/M on the PCW. Type SETSIO 1200 XON ON. This sets the PCW to 
receive at 1200 baud, the AgendA's transmission speed. 

3 Still on the PCW, type PIP. After a moment an asterisk should appear in place of 
the A> prompt. Now type FILENAME=AUX: (Obviously you can make up your 
own filename). The drive will whirr briefly, and at the same time the 'Printing' 
message will disappear from the AgendA's screen. When the asterisk prompt 
reappears on the PCW you will know that the transferred file has been saved 
successfully. It can then be imported into Protext, LocoScript or any other word 
processor. 

For some reason, when we transferred files, the PCW would only save them with 
CP/M and PIP freshly loaded. Subsequent transfers failed. We imagine this is due to 
a minor incompatibility in the comms protocols and could probably be solved quite 
quickly by an adept dabbler. 

The procedure for sending data from the PCW to the AgendA is only slightly 
different. At the AgendA end, you must open up and be editing an empty file in the y 
drawer before you start the transfer. Then simply type AUX:=FILENAME on the PCW 
and the words should appear on the AgendA's screen right before your very eyes. 
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an ordinary filofax. 

Thet Microwriter keypad is surely the AgendA's most 
striking feature. In addition to the special keys and for those 
who find the Microwriter principle just a little too strange to 
tackle, the AgendA shares the alphanumeric and function 
keys of other organisers. 

Inevitably the standard alphabetic keys are quite small, 
as they are on any pocket organiser. And, as on other 
organisers, they are arranged strictly alphabetically - frankly, 
a pain in the neck for people used to QWERTY layouts. This 
makes them slow to find and slow to use. 

The AgendA's famous Microwriter keys aim to get round 
this problem. The five large keys are arranged in a semicircle 
to correspond with the fingers of the right hand (left-handed 
people could use the keys too, but not quite as easily). The 
principle is that by pressing the keys singly or in 
combinations of two, three or four (the letter "p" is all five), 
you can not only type all the letters of the alphabet, but 
insert punctuation, carriage returns and even carry out 
AgendA functions. 

The Microwriter keyboard may seem a somewhat bizarre 
concept, though it has been used before (remote keypads for 
PCs, for example). The strange thing is, it actually works. It's 
easy to learn, too - as far as possible the key combinations 
have been arranged to mimic the shapes of the letters they 
correspond to. The AgendA's keypad is not as quick as a 
conventional QWERTY keyboard, however. Microwriter say 
that with practice you will soon be writing as quickly as you 
can longhand, which is about 20-30 words per minute (a 
competent touch-typist can work at 50 words per minute or 
more). Their claim, if anything, is over modest. Within an 
hour of starting to learn the key combinations, I was typing as 
fast as I could write longhand - certainly substantially faster 
than I could type on a conventional alphabetic organiser 
keyboard. 

This, combined with the AgendA's quite good text editing 
facilities, makes the machine not a bad portable word 
processor. It's not in the same league as a proper portable 
like the Z88, but it's streets ahead of the Psion Organiser 
when it comes to writing memos or letters on the train. 
Longer document size is limited to around 1 ,000 words, but 
the AgendA's 32K RAM has been designed to accomodate 
several such files. That's always assuming you haven't got 
too many addresses stored away. 

One pair of drawers? 

The AgendA's principal function is as a portable database of 
all those names addresses, important dates, timely 
reminders and so forth. However, instead of catering for all 
these needs via a set of different applications, the AgendA 
really only uses the one - although at first it seems there are 
many more. 

The machine has a very simple - yet powerful - 
operating system. Names and addresses or appointments 
are saved as an individual file and then stored in one of a 
number of directories, or 'drawers'. New users are told 
initially of two such drawers - the "o" (ordinary) drawer and 
the "d" (diary) drawer. Entries saved to the ordinary drawer 
just contain the bare information, while diary entries are 
'date-stamped'. 

The principle is that you can search either the whole 
memory contents or individual directories for selected strings 



34 8000 PLUS Februarys 



PORTABLE COMPUTERS 



or keywords. In the case of diary entries, you can search for 
specific dates and times as well. The AgendA actually offers 
26 individual drawers, one corresponding to each letter of the 
alphabet. This makes the organisation of information and its 
subsequent ease and speed of retrieval far, far better. 

When the AgendA is connected to a printer or another 
machine, its search facilities, in conjunction with a certain 
degree of planning, will let you print out specially selected 
batches of files - 'conditional' printing. For example, a 
salesperson could produce lists of all those clients they've yet 
to visit. Or you could print out lists of all those people who 
sent you Christmas cards last year, and to whom you didn't 
return the greetings of the season. 

Thrown in for good measure are an alarm function - 
which allows you to set an infinite number of alarms up to 
many years ahead - and a calculator. 

The construction of the AgendA is impressive -though 
perhaps it should be at the £200 asking price. The small 
alphabetic keys don't feel particularly light or responsive, but 
thick-fingered users needn't worry because the keyboard is 
designed to detect the key receiving the greatest pressure. In 
theory you could hit half a dozen by accident, and the right 
character would still appear on the display. 

Similarly, the Microwriting keys do not feel particularly 
decisive. This is worrying when you consider that each entry 
relies on two, three or four of them being pressed 
successfully - and simultaneously. This problem too has 
been cleverly solved. The keys only register an input when 
they are released, rather than when they are depressed. This 
means that the character registers only when the last finger 
leaves the last key. Providing you have all the right keys 
pressed simultaneously at some stage, there will be no error. 



The screen display doesn't immediately inspire. The letters 
are large and readable, but the display area is not particularly 
big. The results are rather ragged and amateur-looking screens 
which lack variety and do nothing to show off the machine's 
true potential. The Psion Organiser is much better in this 
respect. Slimmer than the Psion, though, the AgendA will slide 
easily into a jacket pocket. It comes with only a soft wallet for 
protection, however- unlike the Psion with its rigid sliding case. 

Who needs it? 

Nearly all PCW users are frequent writers, and the AgendA's 
Microwriter keypad is an excellent solution for users who need 
to work away from their machines on a regular basis. And - 
importantly - the AgendA sends information to the PCW in just 
the same way that it sends to a printer. 

The AgendA is far from being the expensive novelty such 
organisers can at irst appear to be. If you want it to, this 
machine can function as a very powerful and ultimately 
indispensible adjunct to your PCW. ■ 



Mind your 
language 

Microwriter Systems have 
also developed two language 
cards English-French-Engiish 
and English-German-English 
(£35 each) which slot onto 
the back ports of the Agenda. 
Enter an English word and 
you will be presented with its 
foreign equivalent, plus a list 
of associated words and 
phrases. The company are 
currently looking to expand 
their range with the release 
of Italian, Spanish and Dutch 
language cards later on in 
the year. 



AGENDA 



PLUSES 

' Excellent Search facilities 

Maximum memory available is 94k 
Good text-editing facilities 
Microwriter touch typing 



MINUSES 

Screen still guite small 
Agenda won't lie flat with RAM 
card inserted 



PERFORMANCE 4/5 EASE OF USE 4/5 DOCUMENTATION 5/5 
8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 13/15 




Gunter Wittenberg puts the AgendA 
through its paces 



The Second Opinion 

^_^^. fe. INV*V Gunter Wittenberg is a firm advocate 
l^i^V of portable computing. He is the 
n JM proud owner of not one, but three 

PCW 8512s, two of which are 
housed in his Acton-based 
engineering office. The third 
occupies pride of place in the study 
of his West London home. 
Until recently, however, 
transferring a collection of chattering 
3" discs between home and work in 
his coat pockets was the nearest 
Gunter got to successful portable 
computing. That is, until a few 
months ago when he bought his 
AgendA. We asked him what 
prompted him to make this purchase. 
Gunter owns up to having had 
more than a fleeting acquaintance with other portable machines in the 
past, none of which proved entirely satisfactory. The main quibble with 
portables in general tends to be their small screen size and certainly this 
was where the Psion fell down quite badly for me. The Sharp, on the 
other hand, didn't strike me as being a particularly adaptable machine. I 
continued to look around until I found something I could take seriously; 
the AgendA fitted the bill.' 

When it came to forming an opinion as to the value of his new 
acquistion, Gunter had his own quite stringent tests to apply. 

'I always look at how easy it is to get information that you have keyed 
in out again,' he explains. 'The retrieval is everything. With some portable 
computers, you have to be able to enter as much as the first word of the 
message that you stored in the machine in order to retrieve it. Now in my 
opinion, if you can do that successfully, you can probably remember the 
whole of the message anyway. Slightly self-defeating, I think.' 

Gunter is definitely impressed with the AgendA's Search facility. ' All 
the data is stored in drawers, a system which allows you to keep 
different kinds of data in separate groups. You can search for a text 
string simply by typing it in. As each letter is typed in, the number of files 
containing that string are displayed. The nearer you get to completing 



the string, the fewer files are shown, thereby narrowing the search - 
eventually - to the required file.' 

Although portable computers like the AgendA are often called electronic 
aide-memoires, Gunter prefers not to use its diary facility. 'I personally find 
it easier to use a diary if I can see a week or a month at a time,' he 
explains. Having said that, the machine now goes everywhere with him 
nestled firmly in his waistcoat pocket. (Weighing in at over a pound, it was 
starting to tug his suit pockets out of shape!) He realises that it can be just 
as easy to write things down on a piece of paper, but believes that the real 
value of using an AgendA lies in the certainty it gives you of knowing that 
everything is contained in one place. 

We asked him how he got on with 'microwriting', the rather unusual 
five-finger method of touch-typing that the machine requires its operator to 
use. His verdict was certainly a favourable one. 'To the uninitiated, it can 
look very off-putting,' he admits. 'But once you have summoned the 
determination to get to grips with it, it's really very simple and well worth 
learning. The alternative - lumbering your way clumsily around a small, 
alphabetically-ordered keyboard - is totally unfeasible.' 

Back at home in the sanctum of his study, transferring the data collated 
on the AgendA to his PCW 851 2 couldn't look easier. The only proviso he 
does make concerns the fact sheet that Microwriter Systems send out with 
the machines about AgendA-PCW transfers: 'It ain't necessarily so,' he 
cautions with a laugh. 'Mail 232 would not retain any settings and was 
forever returning to the baud rate I didn't want.' 

Gunter enlisted the help of a fellow member of the Middlesex PCW 
User Group (which he religiously attends every fortnight) and succeeded in 
rigging up a self-booting Mini Office Professional disc for his PCW which 
enables him to use the Comms module for his data transfers. The only 
alterations he made to the AgendA's default transfer settings (1200 baud 
rate, parity off, 8 databits) concern the text height and margin settings. It's 
then a simple matter of 'inserting' the text into his LocoScript documents. 

'It's definitely a case of the parts being bigger than the whole,' remarks 
Gunter. 'While the AgendA is excellent for collating the data, I find it much 
easier to edit and prettify it on my PCW screen using LocoScript 2.' 

Gunter feels that the next step might be to expand the basic memory of 
his AgendA (32K) to 64K internally, an operation that costs £50. All he then 
needs to do to access a maximum of 96K is to slot the 32K memory card, 
supplied with the AgendA, into the underside of the machine. 

His final verdict? 'The AgendA has certainly met my expectations; it's 
versatile and good value for money. I wouldn't be without it!' 

Sharon Bradley 
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SPEAKEASY 

Whatever the application, some rules of computer consultancy 

are golden; David Wilson lifts the veil on software advice 

merchants and shows just how the other half lives 




t must be awful to be the Prime 
Minister, or the manager of the 
England football team, or the 
editor of 8000 Plus. We all 
know exactly what they do, and 
we're all convinced that we could 
do it much better. 

Being what is popularly termed 
a computer boffin, I'm much more 
happily situated. Some people 
have a tendency to assume that it 
must be very difficult to make a 
computer do clever things - in 
fact, they couldn't be more wrong. 
They rarely believe me, but it's the 
truth all the same. 

The nuts and bolts of a 
program are simple to put 
together; however complicated 
the inner workings are, it's just a 
question of linking up a series of 
what are really quite trivial simple 
steps, like building a battleship 
out of bits of Meccano. If that 
was all there was to it, however, 
any chump could be a programmer. 

What separates so-called geniuses like me from the also- 
rans is the way the program is pre-planned - and I don't 
mean flow-charts in seven different colours of ink. I've never 
drawn a flow-chart in my life, and I don't intend to start doing 
so now. The kind of pre-planning I'm talking about is a 
combination of diplomacy and mind-reading, and is carried 
out when I meet my client for the first time, and try to establish 
exactly what it is he or she wants. 

Keep it simple 

The first thing they always say is that they want the 
program in question to be a very simple one. I nod sagely 
at this. You see, I work on the principle that all the inhabitants 
of the western world can be divided into two distinct 
categories -those who can work the controls of a video- 
recorder, and those who cannot. It's not a question of 
intelligence, or even of practical dexterity; people whose lives 
are spent struggling to keep a business going have, of 
necessity, a powerful sense of priorities, and learning the ins 
and outs of complicated gadgets tends to come pretty low on 
the list of essentials. 

The most fervent requests for a simple program come 
from those who have already tried a commercial software 
package. Five minutes with the manual are usually enough to 
make them give in - the first piece of reassurance I give them 
is to promise that no manual will be provided with my 
programs. I don't mind telling you that the real reason for this 
is that writing a good manual is much more difficult than 
writing the program. 

The importance of the "front end" of the program can't be 
stressed enough. The menus and displays are not, contrary to 



blas& belief, mere frills, but the absolute heart of the matter. 
The time I spend with the client is nearly all occupied in 
sketching out what will appear on the screen. There must be 
a clear progression from menu to menu. It should always be 
as easy as possible to get from place to place, in a 
sequence which is common-sensical and intuitive (rather 
than merely logical). 

Obviously, I have my own preferred style of laying things 
out, and part of the diplomacy involved in the consultation 
period is making the clients feel that they are the ones who 
are controlling the specifications. Conjurors do the same sort 
of thing when they let you "choose" a card - any card you 
like so long as it's the one you're supposed to take ... 

Q.E.D. 

It's very helpful to be able to demonstrate an existing 
program, as a sample of what's possible. I always encourage 
the clients to operate the sample program themselves, with a 
minimum amount of interference from me. As soon as they 
"take the wheel", I can tell whether they are terrified of the 
computer (the most unlikely people suffer from this), what 
their keyboard skills are like, how fast their brains work, and 
so on. All these things will influence the number and extent 
of the helpful prompts which will appear on the screen. 

Maybe I'm a masochist, but I find that one-finger typists 
with galloping techno-dread are the most satisfying people of 
all to deal with - if I can help them to make real use of their 
computers, it gives me enormous satisfaction. I know that 
I'm winning when the first word or two of computer-jargon 
starts to crop up in their conversation! 

Luckily for me, the basic requirements of cattle-breeders, 
undertakers, ironmongers, and picture-dealers are all much 
the same. They need to know what's coming in and what's 
going out, and to keep tabs on the creative arithmetic of their 
bank managers. I mentioned VAT a couple of months ago - 
the preparation of VAT returns causes more wear and tear 
on peoples' dentures than anything else. All I usually have to 
do is show that the program can take this demeaning chore 
in its stride, and I can do no wrong thereafter. 

Consult the oracle 

I hope you don't think I'm being too cynical about my 
customers. If you make your living by selling your 
specialist expertise, you have to cultivate a "bedside 
manner". People expect it of you, and the more confidence 
you have in yourself, the more confidence your client will 
have in you. 

I can't stress too often that writing clever code on the 
computer is only a small, though necessary, part of the job I 
do. I love computers for themselves - I wrote programs for 
fun long before I started writing them for money - but for 
sensible folk, and I suspect that a lot of 8000 Plus readers 
fall into that category, computers are just tools for making life 
easier. If I'm going to persuade people to put their trust in an 
unfamiliar machine running a set of my programs, it's only to 
be expected that I have to sell myself first. If I didn't enjoy 
doing it, I'd find some other line of work ... ■ 
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I FLIPPER 

that works 
with Isenstein 

memory 

boards t 



FLIPPER 2 was quite an 
unusual program. It could split 
your PCW's memory in two, let- 
ting you run LocoScript 2 in one 
half and a CP/M program in the 
other. Or it could let you load 
two CP/M programs atonce, 
one in each half. It could even 
tackle tricky programs like Mini 
Office and LocoFile. Best of all it 
could FLIP you from one half to 
the other in as little as two sec- 
onds, any time you wanted. And 
it wouldn't lose your place. 

Things have changed since we 
launched FLIPPER 2. Now 

you can buy an Isenstein 
Ramdrive Card and double your 
PCW's memory size. Soon there 
may be other memory boards 
on the market, giving you any- 
thing up to 2048K of memory. 



That's why we've brought out 
FLIPPER 2 PLUS This still 
gives you all the memory-split- 
ting power of FLIPPER 2, 

but it can handle extra 
memory as well. (As much of 
it as you want to plug in, in 
fact.) This means that, with an 


Please send me FLIPPER 2 PLUS for my: 

□ 851 2 D 951 2 □ Expanded 8256 
□ I enclose a cheque/postal order for £29.95 
D I enclose my FLIPPER/FLIPPER 2 masterdisk and a 
cheque/postal order for £5.00 

(Price includes UK postage and packing, and VAT. Please make all cheques payable to Software ! 
Imperative. Sorry, FLIPPER does not run on an unexpanded 8256.) 

Name I 


Isenstein 51 2K expansion 




fitted, FLIPPER 2 PLUS 

can cram two (very nearly) 
full-size 851 2s or 951 2s into 






one machine. Not bad, eh? 
And we haven't even put the 
price up. 


Mail this coupon to: Software Imperative, 11 Chapel Row, 
Queen Square, Bath, Avon, BA1 1HN 



FLIPPER 2 PLUS: still only £29.95. 



Software Imperative, 11 Chapel Row, Queen Square, Bath, Avon, BA1 1HN, proprietor A.J.Wilton, tel z^pF^ j y j^^^^^B— J- 

(0225) 425315. PCW is a trademark of Amstrad pic, CP/M is a trademark of Digital Research, =aj= 

LocoScript and LocoFile arre trademarks of Locomotive Software, Mini Office is a trademark of =k 

Database Software, Isenstein is a trademark of Isenstein Computer Systems. =§ 
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Easy to 
understand! 
Easy to use! 



DOWN TO EARTH SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR PC BOOK-KEEPING PROBLEMS 

All systems offer full, versatile, high volume, complete book-keeping with Nominal Sales and Purchase Ledgers, statements, payment advices, aged 

balances, up to 500 Nominal ledger analysis codes, multiple coding of prime entries, easy view access, random or sequential, to any ledger account. 

twin bank accounts, all necessary VAT information. Optional formats, with or without narrative 



BOOK-KEEPING AND ACCOUNTS 

• 3 ledger Module system 

• Facility to use up to 3 data discs 

• Unusual postings eg Bank Payment to Sales Ledger as single posting 

• Up to 999 each Sales and Bought Ledger accounts 

• Optional historic mode 

• Trial balance split between capital and revenue permits profit or loss 
assessment at trial balance level 

Version 1 - Book-keeping only £69.00 inc P&P 

Version 2 - with integrated invoicing £80.50 inc P&P 

Version 3 - with invoicing and stocks £92.00 inc P&P 

" The best system for the 9512" Chartered Accountant 
" Easy to understand and operate" Book -keeper 



CLUB ACCOUNTS 

• Similar to Book-keeping and Accounts 

• Members ledger and journal 

• Deals quickly and effectively with annual subscriptions 

• Includes Bar Takings control 



£69.00 

Inc P&P 



" A gem of a system. Three alternative quotes for a system to 

do the job were each over £5000" Financial Advisor 

"Ideal for the job" Golf Club Secretary 



INDEPENDENT INVOICING £29.00 

A very versatile system offering three means of producing i nc p&p 

invoices, catalogue based and two freestyle types. Invoice 

summaries and analyses including VAT information. 
Based on A4 paper and 80 columns 



STOCKS/INVOICING £34.50 

The same invoicing system plus stock records for sale goods, inc P&P 
at three levels: simple, simple plus dues in, simple plus dues 
in and out. Employs a register of entries and creates a Stock Ledger plus 
summary and evaluation of stocks on hand. 



GOLF HANDICAP RECORDS AND REVISIONS £29.00 

A complete implementation of the Standard Scratch Score and inc P&P 
Handicapping Scheme (1983) as amended (Male only) Created 

in response to popular demand. Quick, simple and effective. 



DDE ACCOUNTS (DIRECT DOUBLE ENTRY) £69.00 

• Single module system means freedom to post to mc p&p 
any account from any source 

• Allows narrative in nominal ledger 

• Speeds up and simplifies operation 

"I'd recommend it to anyone" Chartered Accountant 



INDEPENDENT STOCK RECORDS £og QO 

An all-purpose comprehensive system offering incP&P 

an immediate view FIFO based Stock Ledger, 

showing, base and selling prices, balances on hand at cost 

prices. Dues In, Dues Out, Re-order level. Re-order signal 

and calculation, plus priced analysis of issues and a 

complete stock list with valuation at cost prices. A sure 

winner. 

pqq an 

With monthly Charge Account Invoicing and/or „'„ V 

Job Invoicing. lnc P&F 



TELEPHONE HELPLINE DIRECT TO AUTHOR JUST ASK FOR GEORGE CLOUGH. 

GENUINE AFTER SALES ADVICE LINE AND SERVICE 

MANX TAPES, GAREY VEG, GLEN AULDYN, RAMSEY, ISLE OF MAN. 

TELEPHONE (0624) 813071 





The DeskTop Environment for the PCW 



PCW SuperDOS totally replaces the unhelpful A> prompt with a friendly DeskTop environment 
featuring windows and pull down menus. 

With SuperDOS you can 

* run all your programs and batch files, 

* do all your disk housekeeping, including copying 
AND moving files. 

* carry out actions with the minimum of keystrokes. 

* organise your programs into separate directories 
just like the PC. 

After running your programs you return automatically to SuperDOS. You need never see the A> prompt again! 
SuperDOS also includes a 'notepad' for reminders, to-do lists and the easy writing of batch (SUBMIT) files. SuperDOS 
adds four new 'built-in' commands, including COPY, IFNOT and a pause command for inclusion in your batch files. For 
8256/8512 users there is improved control of the printer from the DeskTop. SuperDOS is fast, is packed with features, 
and has been designed to feel like Locoscript so will appeal to reluctant CP/M users and power users alike. SuperDOS 
includes some or all the features of DIR, PIP, ERASE, RENAME, TYPE, SHOW, SET, RPED, DISCKIT, SUBMIT and DATE 

SuperDOS requires a minimum 512K RAM, and will work 
with the new memory expansion boards. It is programmed in 
machine code using only documented CP/M techniques 
Unfortunately it is NOT designed for use with a hard disk. 



ALSO NEW!! PTR. COM 

For 8256/8512 users only. Displays a second menu bar at the 

bottom of the screen giving the up-to-date settings of paper, 

Length, Spacing, Gap, Pitch, Margins, Tabs, Bold, Double, Italic 

and Underline. Any item can be changed at will and text can be 

sent direct to the printer. Instructions on disk. 

Only £7.95 or together with PCW 
SuperDOS for £34.95. SAVE £2.95! 



Script2Base and Text2Base 
Free Text Databases 

These programs turn your. Locoscript 2 or Protext 
documents into a database. No need to make ASCII 
copies. You mark key phrases in a way that does not 
affect the documents. The program then creates up to 
five alphabetical subject indexes that you can later 
browse through to find your pearls of wisdom. Manual 
on disk as a sample free text database. 

Both programs cost £29.95 - 

please specify clearly which you require. 



PCW SuperDOS costs £29.95, 
including a ring bound manual. 

Four great PCW programs from 

Encyclasoft 

Hay fields Grove, 

Audlem, Crewe, 

CW3 OLB. 

0270 811890 
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YOUR 
SHIRT ON 

Whoever thought the PCW could be a source of designer inspiration? 
Steffi Lester did - and iook what happened ... 



Sometimes just a little can say it all. Like legends, logos 
and graphics on T-shirts. Have you ever wanted to make 
a statement and then found that your ideas weren't 
catered for by T-shirt and motif designers? With your 
PCW, dot matrix printer, a little graphics software and a 
household iron, you can now prepare your own original T- 
shirt design. 

The magical ingredient required is called a heat transfer 
ribbon. I originally bought mine (see margin note) to design 
and produce a personalised T-shirt and sweat shirt for a 
basketball team. The main purpose of this article is to show 
you exactly how to use the ribbon with the other equipment 
mentioned above to produce high quality designs on T-shirts. 
I will then discuss additional things you need to know about 
colour, ribbons and graphics. It's a simple process, but one 
that has many money-spinning possibilities. 

The team logo that you can see here on the sweat shirts 
had already been designed on paper; I had to find a way of 
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The logo I chose for the 
basketball team was larger 
than the Stop Press page (18cm by 
25), so I had to divide the design 
into two sections. This would enable 
the two parts to be transferred onto 
the computer and printed separately. 
You can piece them together again 
when you transfer it onto the T-shirt. 
You can divide your design in two 
ways: either down the centre so that 
each half is printed the right way up, 
or by taking the section which is too 
large and transferring it onto the 
computer lengthways. 
I chose the second option and 
placed the two parts on the graph 
paper accordingly. 





transferring this onto a PUW with some appropriate software. 
I used Stop Press, which meant that I was limited only by my 
artistic capabilities with the mouse. Most desktop publishing 
and graphics packages will be adequate for the job; the walk- 
through that starts over on the right shows you exactly what 
they need to be able to do. 

Not surprisingly, the logo is larger than the Stop Press 
page so I had to transfer and print the design in two sections. 
First, make sure that the design you have on paper is actual 
size. Now find out the largest area on which your software 
will print, always bearing in mind the size of your printer. An 
easy way to do this is to print out a page on which you have 
placed a cross at each corner. The Stop Press page 
measures 18 centimetres by 25. 

Divide the printable area of the page into pixels using a 
piece of graph paper. The pixel is the smallest unit into which 
the screen can be divided. Note that the pixel isn't a square 



To transfer the design onto the 
computer, activate Stop 
Press's co-ordinates option [L-6]. 
This will display the co-ordinates of 
the cursor in pixels on the screen 
and help with the sizing. Now the fun 
begins: drawing the motif. I drew 
the basket and backboard first using 
the Paint and Line option. You can 
get the scale of the motif accurate 
by referring to your graph paper and 
the co-ordinates on the screen. If 
you don't have the screen co- 
ordinates, use the graph paper to 
guide you. The ball was the easiest 
part and using the Circle option, I 
positioned it over the net.The Zoom 
option, also shown here, allowed me 
to touch up the detail. 



unit though. The Stop Press page is 855 pixels by 543; you 
will find a scale drawing on page 152 of the manual. If you 
don't know the dimensions of the area in pixels, the graph 
paper will still be a useful guide. 

The design is then cut out and placed on the graph paper. 
This allows you to a) calculate how to divide up the computer 
page and b) keep your design to scale. I divided my design in 
two, because BASINGSTOKE wouldn't fit across the 
computer page. Now follow the walk-through. 

Mirror, mirror 

Once the design is completed, you have to reverse the image. 
When the message goes from the paper transfer to a T-shirt, 
the image is reversed, so you need the mirroring capability in 
order to compensate for this. If your design does not include 
script, you may find it looks the same in reverse and will not 
need reversing. 

You can produce a mirror-image of your design using [D- 



Master Scan to 
the rescue 

Master Scan will save your 
time by transferring the design 
on paper to the PCW for you. 
It will allow you to produce 
complicated designs which 
are too detailed for your 
graphics software or your 
artistic abilities. 

If you do not have 
mirroring capabilities in your 
software, draw the mirror 
image of the large text on 
paper and transfer it onto the 
PCW using Master Scan. 
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The hardest part of the 
text is deciding which font 
to use. I chose Classic as it 
was closest to my design. You 
can design your own fonts, but I 
decided that the available text 
was close enough to what was 
needed. 

Having chosen the font, you 
can refer back to the graph 
drawing to see what size the 
letters need to be. Then, using 
the text size option [F-7], 
change the size accordingly. 
This is also made easier by the 
fact that the size of the text is 
described in pixels. 
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The next step is Text 

mode [E-1]. The 
formatting style was set to 
'centre' text, so that the name 
COTTERILL would sit neatly 
under the motif in the middle 
of the screen. After typing 
COTTERILL, I made sure I 
was happy with the font, size 
and spacing before finally 
pressing [ENTER], 
The first part of my design 
was complete, so I saved it 
onto disc. 



The BASINGSTOKE bit, being 
wider, had to be transferred to 
the screen lengthways. I chose a 
font from the Stop Press disc and 
adjusted the size. 

Type all the letters onto the page so 
that they can be rotated and 
repositioned correctly. It will be 
easier if you can place them all on 
one side of the screen so that the 
other half can be used for 
repositioning. With the letters in 
place, select the Rotating option [C- 
8]. I also made sure that the [D-6] 
Move option was on so that the 
original image disappears. Using the 
cross-hairs, define a box around the 
3. Reposition it by referring to your 
graph paper and moving the letter. 
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The heat is on 

You can obtain the ribbons for 
the PCW dot matrix printer 
and many other printers from 
MGA Microsystems, Peartree, 
Appledore. Ashford, Kent, 
England TN26 2AR (023 383 
571/294). They also supply 
the heat transfer pens. 



What you need 

Heat tranfer ribbon 
Graphics software 

- capable of mirroring text 

- sharp printout 

- good clip-art and/or design 
features 

Dot matrix printer 

Household iron 

and lastly -imagination! 



2] on Stop Press. Keep a copy of both images on disc to save 
time when you use the design again. 

You are now ready to print out your design. The higher 
density capabilities of the software the better. High density 
means more ink on the paper and better transfers to the T- 
shirt. Stop Press was perfectly adequate for my needs, 
although the printing capabilities of Micro Design are 
reported to be better and may be similarly better in its 
transfer production. 

Exchange the heat transfer ribbon with your ordinary 
ribbon, making sure it lies between the guideplates. Now print 
the design onto plain computer paper. Continuous stationery 
can reduce the smudging which sometimes occurs. 

Transfer operation 

The printed image is the reverse of the original design and is 
ready to be transferred onto the T-shirt. For best results, the T- 
shirt should be 50% cotton and 50% polyester. Polyester 
content can go up to 65% if you are careful during ironing. 

The iron needs to be set for cotton and left to warm up. 
The steam control needs to be turned off. It's necessary to 
insert a sheet of cardboard of several sheets of thick paper 
inside the T-shirt. This prevents any leakage of ink onto the 
back of the shirt. 

The shirt may then be laid onto the ironing board; make 
sure that there aren't any creases present. Iron the shirt to 



ensure that the surface is smooth and to heat up the fabric so 
that the ink will be absorbed more easily. 

Position the transfer, ink side down, onto the shirt. Press 
the iron onto the transfer and hold it for 30 seconds. Do not 
move the iron otherwise the transfer may smudge. If your 
transfer is bigger than the print of the iron, you must lift the 
iron off after 30 seconds and place it down on the part of the 
transfer not yet heated. 

Alternatively, you could place the transfer over the shirt 
and place two sheets of double thick paper over the top. This 
will prevent the shirt from scorching. Place the iron on the 
paper and move the iron slowly from side to side for 30 
seconds, making sure not to touch the shirt at any time. The 
transfer shouldn't be more than twice the size of the iron print. 
Take care not to let the paper move. This option is best for 
fabrics with a large polyester content. 

If your transfer is too big, you can either cut the tranfer 
into two or more pieces or print it out in smaller sections. 
It's a good idea to practise on an old T-shirt with the same 
cotton and polyester content first. 

Graphic detail 

You may acquire colour designs in a number of ways. Firstly, 
you may buy a heat transfer ribbon in the colour you require 
(if available.) If you want to use many colours, this may be 
too expensive. 

Alternatively, you may draw the outline of your design on 
your PCW and print it using the black transfer ribbon. You 
may now use heat transfer colour pens or crayons to colour in 
your design on the paper. Then you transfer the design as 
before. The crayons are available from craft stores and are 
cheaper than the pens although they produce a pastel colour. 
The pens appear quite dull on the paper but are brighter 
when transferred. These colours are transparent and will 
therefore show up better on white shirts. 

Paints may be bought from craft shops which you apply 
directly to the shirt. The outline may be printed and 
transferred as before and then you jpaint the colours directly 
onto the shirt. There are many colours available in these 
paints. Note that you need to be moderately artistic to use 
them and mistakes are not easily rectified. 

I have used Stop Press in my example but there are 
many other desktop publishing and graphics packages on the 
market which may be used. The package you use must be 
able to produce mirror images of text. High-density printing 
capabilities are desirable as pointed out above. If your design 
does not include text, you can experiment with any graphics 
package because you may not need any mirroring 
capabilities. The package which will suit you depends on your 
design requirements. 

If you're not very artistic, you will be able to use the clip- 
art available in your program. Master Scan will also be an 
advantage if you have a drawing which may be difficult to 
reproduce on your PCW using your available software. 

The heat transfer ribbons have allowed me to produce 
personalised shirts for a whole basketball team. Each 
member now has a sweat shirt and T-shirt with the team logo 
and their own name and number. All this at a low cost and 
with a minimal time spent on the process. 

A colleague asked me to reproduce a shirt for her small 
business. Called Grapevines, this firm delivers gift-wrapped 
bottles of wine, champagne and spirits. The sweat shirt is 
now worn by all staff and provides an eyecatching 
advertisement as well as a smart uniform. 

After seeing the basketball club shirts, a football team 
asked me to produce a T-shirt with their club logo 
emblazoned on the front. I was able to quote a price less than 
the silk screen printers who normally produce their 
sportswear, and still make a profit. They too are now joining 
the IT-Shirt revolution. It is clear to me that there are endless 
business possibilities for this simple but effective design 
process, but that's where the entrepreneur takes over - but 
that's another article altogether. ■ 
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3 1 /2 M DISK DRIVE 



Add a 372" Drive B to your 8256, 8512 or 9512. 
This external unit is simple to fit and acts just like 
the standard 3" Drive B. 

3V2" Discs are the Industry Standard as used on 
the PC 2000, PPC, Atari ST, Amiga, Macintosh etc. 

AVAILABLE NOW ONLY £89.99 + £3.00 P&P 
TEN BLANK DISCS £10.00 






Available from: 

Siren Software 

84-86 Princess Street 

Manchester Ml 6NG 

Tel: 061 228 1831 




VISA 



Only 

£49^ 



Suitable for the Amstrad PCW 8256, 8512 and 9512 



including VAT and p&p. 



MONEY MANAGER PCW 



NBWt 



Now even 

more powerful, more 
friendly, and more useful II! 

Be your own accountant! Control your finances the easy way! 

Money Manager PCW provides individuals, businesses and professional people with a simple yet powerful way of managing their financial 
activities. All transactions can be entered easily and then presented in a wide variety of reports, ranging from a detailed listing of expend- 
iture for tax purposes to summaries showing, for example, how much money has been spent on petrol or phone bills in a chosen period. 
Reports can be printed as text, sent to a datafile for further processing or presented in graphical form. 

The program includes many helpful features, such as pop-up claculator, context-sensitive help windows and macro comands. The Money 
Manager package has over 25,000 users in the UK alone. It is the ideal program for people who find that traditional accountancy programs 
are too complicated, unwieldy and time-consuming for their requirements. 

1 



- Any number of data files: Personal, Business, Accounts etc. 

• Budget and cash-flow forcasts - which may be updated 

- 12 months per file, up to 500 entries (transactions) per month 

■ Move a file forward a month at a time when required 

• All options selected from the main menu 

■ Up to 20 user-defined accounts: Bank, Cash, Visa, Savings etc. 

■ Up to 50 user-defined classes of income and expenditure 

■ A reference of up to 6 characters for each entry 

■ Your own descriptive text of 18 characters for each entry 

■ All the codes are displayed on-screen whilst entering data 

■ Add, modify and delete existing entries at any time 

■ Quick insertion of standard entries and standing orders 

■ Entries can be sorted into date order at the touch of a key 

■ Single character 'mark' for extra reporting selectivity 

■ Statements showing each entry in detail with running balance 

• Reports may show classes merged into logical groups 

■ Spreadsheet type table showing class totals in each month 

- Report showing class totals for each account 

■ Bar chart for up to 4 selected categories 

■ Pie charts of up to 20 selected 'slices' 

■ Detailed bank statement reconciliation with running balance 



- Totals for each class of transaction for any period 

- Report of monthly income, expenditure and cash-flow etc. 

- Report of account and class totals (eg profit & loss) 

- Account statistics - monthly max, min, average, balance etc. 

- Automatic calculation of VAT, with multiple rates If required 

• Detailed VAT reports showing taxable, VAT and gross amounts 

- Summary VAT statements in the same format as a VAT return 

- Simply ignore VAT features if they are not required 

• Print any report to built-in (or separate) printer 

- Print any report to a file for word-processing (eg in Locoscript) 

- Data search facility to find 'lost' Items 

- Built-in text line editor for data entry 

• Horizontal and vertical scrolling of screen reports 

- Pop-up five function multi-line calculator with memory 

- Macros to record and replay user-defined reports 

- Context-sensitive help windows appear at the touch of a key 

• Automatic creation of back-ups for data files 

• You can choose which disc drive to use for data on a PCW8512 

• Comprehensive 64 page indexed manual 

• Two sets of sample data for practice and familiarisation 

- Free and indefinite telephone support 



f~^ ^— ^_ ^_ >-fc-4- To receive y° ur co Py of Money Manager PCW by return post phone us now with your credit 
111 | £* £ card number, or write to us at the address below enclosing your cheque for £49.95 

qIJ* 1TI4 01743 9792 8amto10pm,7daysaweek 

^O; i Wal — uiy= Connect Software Ltd., 3 Flanchford Rd., London W12 9ND 



PCW AS FAX MACHINE 




THE BARE FAX 

Save yourself £500 and unearth more of your PCW's hidden talents; 
Andrew Bibby looks at the PCW's faxing capabilities 



Stark, raving 
bonkers 

Fax is the technology that 
should never have been 
needed, and perhaps 
wouldn't have been if E-mail 
had been more widespread 
and more simple to use. 

It makes little sense to 
convert a computer- 
generated text file into hard 
copy, only to feed the paper 
into a fax machine and let it 
be reconverted back into a 
stream of electronic bytes of 
information. It makes even 
less sense to do what 
freelance journalists are still 
regularly being asked to do 
by the national press: 
prepare their story on disc, 
print out and fax the copy, 
and then have it retyped all 
over again at the other end. 
Are we all mad? 



Amstrad are entering the fax market. Alan Sugar made 
the announcement at a meeting of his distributors in the 
middle of September. By the time you read this, the 
first of the new machines should be readily available 
in the shops. 

It's an open secret that Amstrad are hoping to repeat 
their PCW success all over again (and it's no secret at all that 
the company badly need a boost in their fortunes at the 
moment). They intend the fax machine, like the PCW, to sell 
in bulk at a low price, though 'low' in this case means £599 
plus VAT - a competitive price at present for faxes, but more 
money than you paid for your PCW, and for it you get 
considerably less technology. 

So will Amstrad succeed in opening up a new market for 
fax machines - to small businesses, and perhaps for home 
use, too? Maybe. Certainly faxing (facsimile transmission) 
has taken off in Britain over the last two years. It's now taken 
for granted in many business transactions that you'll have 
access to a machine: "I'll fax the documents through to you," 
says the voice on the telephone. "What's your number?". 

Even Radio 1 DJ Steve Wright did his bit to help, when 
he accepted record dedications by fax during last year's 
postal strike. 

But if you baulk at the thought of buying a new piece of 
technology, of paying for the cost of using it (and of finding 
space in which to put it), another option is open to you. 
For a lot less outlay than the £599 + VAT which Mr Sugar 
is requesting, you can make your PCW itself into a kind of 
fax machine. 

I should explain: however hard you try, the PCW isn't 



able at the moment to accept incoming faxes. Neither will you 
be able to use it to fax out drawings or diagrams or hard copy 
of any kind. 

What you can do, however, is to send text direct from 
your PCW to a fax machine. If for example you need to 
transmit the text which you've just finished LocoScripting in 
your converted hermit's cell on Lundy to your editor's desktop 
fax machine in London, this can be done automatically - 
without your need to row to the mainland to find the nearest 
commercial fax agency to help you out. 

E-mail with a difference 

What you will need before you can start, however, is to get 
access to on-line electronic communications (comms). This 
means acquiring a modem (to convert the electronic signals 
generated by the PCW into a form which can be sent down 
the telephone lines), an RS232 interface (so that you can 
plug the modem in to the back of the PCW), and adequate 
software, so that the computer knows what you want it to do. 

This basic equipment gives the PCW the potential to 
access a whole range of on-line services, including bulletin 
boards, Prestel, electronic mail and business databases. 
(Previous articles in 8000 Plus have focused on some of 
these areas). The total cost of getting started is likely to be 
under £200, and there are various ways of reducing the initial 
outlay (see box). 

While it is theoretically possible with a modem and 
comms software to send text backwards and forwards 
between two individual computers, in practice it's easier to 
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use an electronic mail (E-mail) service like BT's Telecom 
Gold. Once you've enrolled, paid your subscription fee and 
been equipped with a personal ID and password, you will be 
able to send messages (via your ordinary phone line) to other 
E-mail subscribers, which will be stored on the E-mail host 
computer until the recipients choose to retrieve it from their 
electronic 'mailbox' . 

The fax facility is merely an extension of the basic E-mail 
principle. Instead of sending a message to another 
subscriber's mailbox, you ask your host computer to forward 
the message to the fax machine you have identified. Since a 
fax machine is basically made up of a modem and printer 
(together with a scanner for use when transmitting), it can 
happily receive your message, and print it out. 

Communique 

Let's take an example. Suppose I am desperate to get in 
touch with 8000 Plus's editor, and that I decide to send a fax 
message. I don't have my own fax machine, but I could nip 
down to the local High Street instant print shop, and send it 
from there. 

Instead I go on-line and log on to Telecom Gold. After 
remembering my ID number and password, I'm faced with the 
Telecom Gold system prompt, >. 

I type the word FAX, and press return. The Gold 
computer responds by asking Send or Queue. That's easy: I 
type in Send. 

I am now asked to enter the fax machine's telephone 
number. This is the only tricky bit. 8000 Plus's fax number is 
0225-446019, but it's necessary to identify this as a UK 
telephone number - after all, fax is now international, and I 
might be wanting to send a message to Burundi or Brunei, 
not Britain. 

So the UK telephone number has to be converted, by 
adding the standard UK code 44 and dropping the first zero 
of the number (this is exactly what you do if you dial home 
when on holiday abroad). At the To: prompt, therefore, I enter 
the following: 

To: FAX 44225446019 

It's now time to type the actual message. It makes sense 
to begin by identifying the eventual recipient of the fax. So my 
text reads: 

Attn: Sharon Bradley, editor 8000 Plus 

Remember that article I'm writing for you about PCWs 
and faxing services? Unfortunately I now find that in 
order to research this piece adequately, I will need to 
make a visit to New York, Sacramento and Los Angeles 
next week. Please authorise payment of first-class air 
ticket by return. 

Best wishes, Andrew. 

Having completed the text, I press return, and then enter 
.s on a new line. This is the signal that my message is 
finished and I want it sent on its way to Bath. 

Telecom Gold include an initial cover sheet with the fax 
and also print "Delivered by Telecom Gold Fax Delivery 
Service. *End of Message*" at the end. 

The cost of communication 

Composing all except a short message while actually on-line 
is time-consuming and expensive. However, it's perfectly 
easy to send a pre-typed file prepared with LocoScript. You 
do however need to convert the LocoScript document into 
a page image ASCII file first. Don't try to send a file 
containing pound signs (ASCII is an American standard, and 
it doesn't know how to cope with £s), fractions, or other less 
common symbols. 

Once the fax has been dispatched, it's possible to keep 
tabs on its progress, by using the Queue: prompt. In any 
case, a message will be deposited in your mailbox letting you 



know when Telecom Gold has delivered, or failed to deliver, 
the fax. 

Failure can occur for various reasons: if the receiving fax 
machine is not plugged in, has broken down, or is out of paper, 
for example. An increasingly common problem, too, is that fax 
numbers are frequently engaged - the machine is busy coping 
with somebody else's message. It makes sense, therefore, to 
pre-compose your text and save it on disc, in case you need to 
try again later to get the connection. 

What does this all cost? E-mail charges are notoriously 
complex, don't include VAT, and don't include either the normal 
cost of using your telephone line (though you may be able to 
tap in to E-mail via a local number). However, Telecom Gold's 
rates for individual users are currently £40 registration, £5 per 
month subscription, 6.5p per minute connection charge (2p off- 
peak), a character charge applied to each block of 512 
characters (first block free, thereafter 4p per block, 1p off- 
peak), and a filing fee for retaining messages of 20p per 2048 
characters per month. 

Fax transmission is charged on top, currently at 45p per 
1024 characters to a United Kingdom destination, with the rate 
rising to 85p for Europe, £1 .20 for North America and £1 .50 
elsewhere. Telecom Gold claim this works out at about 77p for 
an A4 page. 

There are however back-door ways into Telecom Gold 
which can save you money. For example, Micronet (see 
box) offer their members access to Telecom Gold for just £3 + 
VAT per quarter, saving the substantial registration and 
monthly fees. 

Alternatively, you can opt for one of Telecom Gold's rivals. 
There are a number of competing E-mail services, almost all of 
whom offer a similar fax service to Gold (each also tends to 
have equally complex charging arrangements). Micronet's 
main rival Microlink has recently made the headlines by 
switching from BT to Istel INET. INET's charges can work 
out cheaper than Gold's: the monthly fee is more expensive, 
at £7, but the initial registration is only £15, and connection 
charges are cheaper too. (More details from 0527 2851 5, 
extension 2697). 

Whichever host service you choose, you'll be able to reach 
all fax machines, although you may be more limited when it 
comes to ordinary E-mail. ■ 



Package deal 

Thinking of going on-line? 
Micronet continue to offer an 
excellent package deal for 
newcomers. For £123.95 
including VAT, they'll supply 
you with everything your 
PCW needs (modem, Dialup 
software, and a lead) except 
the RS232 inteface, and with 
a year's free subscription to 
Micronet/Prestel thrown in. 
(The sub alone is normally 
£91.95). Business users pay 
£169.95, and get Telecom 
Gold as well. Phone 0442 
237237 for further 
information. 



Pray TELEX! 

Telex has been the telecommunications workhorse of the business world for a very 
long time. Fax may be glamorous and convenient, but good old telex machines 
have been working away for years across the world in places that have yet to catch 
sight of a fax machine. 

Not surprisingly, E-mail services like Telecom Gold offer a Telex service, 
comparable to the Fax facility. On Gold, for example, type INFO TELEX at. 
the system prompt > if you want to know how the service works, or simply TELEX 
INPUT if you're all ready to go with a message. Telexes can be sent to almost every 
country in the world, and - if you're feeling really adventurous - to ships at sea, 
using the Inmarsat service. 

Unlike faxes, you'll also be able to receive telexes. Telecom Gold, and other E- 
mail services, can now arrange for you to have your own personal telex number, to 
put on your notepaper - though of course any telex messages sent to you will 
merely be dumped in your ordinary E-mail mailbox. The onus is on you to go on-line 
regularly to make sure there are no URGENT! telexes sitting waiting to be read (it is 
also possible to arrange to be notified by a BT radiopager when one arrives). 

One slight snag with Telecom Gold is that, if you want to use their Telex service 
at all, you have to pay at least £1 a month extra, to store a special Telex directory 
file. You'll also incur costs when you send telexes. Incoming messages are free. 

Prestel provides a Telex facility, too. Once again, this can be used both for 
sending and receiving messages. For incoming telexes, however, you can't arrange 
to have your own telex number: instead, messages must be routed to Prestel's telex 
number 934999 TXLINK G, with your own Prestel mailbox number added as the 
first line of the message. In practice, this is cumbersome and likely to confuse your 
contacts. (If you have access to Prestel, more information is available by keying 
*TELEX HELP#) 
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JOB DONE 



When it comes to planning the finer details of your life, sometimes it's 

nice to be able to do it all without ever leaving LocoScript. Tim Smith 

gets organised as he looks at Tudor Systems' new package 



raff? 7H?iJW .MEH Merge documents 

lain PiiO LSI Cfi+0 LPG 



Printer idle. Using 
Page 



Jones. Warners 
01.03 Monthly accounts 



Forthconhiq birthdans 



FACTOTUM 

£14.95 fine) • Tudor Systems • 0622 861775 

LocoScript prides itself on being a friendly environment. The PCW 
owner who is equipped with LocoMail, LocoFile and LocoSpell might 
never feel the need to leave. This is the theory behind Tudor 
Systems' Factotum. 

From the outset you should know that you will need a PCW8512 
or upgraded 8256 with B> drive, as well as LocoScript 2, LocoFile 
and LocoMail in order to be able to run this system. What you get is a 
B> drive disc on which are various LocoFile and LocoMail documents 
which combine to give you the following capabilities: a diary which 

includes appointments as 
well as birthday and 
anniversary reminders, an 
address list which provides 
a telephone list, a 
Christmas card (or any 
other special occasion) list 
and the ability to pull 
names on and off any 
circulars which you might 
want to send. There's a tax 
planner which includes 
separate 'His' and 'Her' 
sections for monthly 
budgeting, income-tax 
planning and capital 
goods lists. 




The Diary function in the raw' as it were. This screen shows the LocoMail program in action 

BJS? 7MSM .HER Heroe docunenls. 



Printe 



Print result 



Save result 
Save and Print 
Discard result 
Abandon LocoMai 



01.02 Charles Sleath: 23.02 Betty Ludoate; 10.03 Neville 
Phillips: 12.03 Soma Atuell; 26.03 toy Hubble; 02.04 
Melanie Read; 03. P * 



The more polished image for Diary with a few details entered. Use this as a normal LocoMail routine 
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'PRINTOUT, MTU 
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Apr 


£371.00 


£0 


Taxable 


Street cleaning 


Hay 


£23.00 


£0 


Taxable 


Scrubbing 




£0 


£S000.98 


Paid 


Fanily trust 


Jul 


£86.98 


£0 


Taxable 


Circus act 


Sep 
Oct 


£478.07 


£0 




Piano tuning 
South Sea snare 


£0 


£34.00 


Paid 


Oct 


£569.33 


£0 


Taxable 


Model ling 
Window cleaning 


Nov 


£47.00 


£0 


Taxable 




£32.99 


£0 






Dec 


£48 . 90 


£0 


Taxable 


Stuffing turkies 




£0 


£0 


Paid 




Total 


earned incone 






£1,657.27 


Tax d 


je at 25'/. after deducting 






allow 


ances of £4,095.00 


£0.00 




Tax due at 40/; 




£0.00 




Total 


tax due : 




£0.00 




Net e 


arned incone (after tax): 




£1,657.27 


Total 
FINAL 








£5,235.74 
£6,893.011 


TOTAL ; 





Tax ... the HISTAX example file goes through its paces with a will 



FACTOTUM 


PLUSES 


MINUSES 


▲ Works from LocoScript 


T Only works with LocoScript 


▲ Excellent Letters facility 


T Assumes knowledge of LocoScript 


A Easy to use 


T Poor presentation 




T Only works with an expanded 8256 


EASE OF USE 3/5 


PERFORMANCE 2/5 


DOCUMENTATION 3/5 


RANGE OF FEATURES 3/5 


8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 11/20 



Completely Loco! 

Firstly, you must make a 
back up copy of your 
Factotum disc. Then boot 
up LocoScript in the usual 
way. You will then see that 
on the B> disc all eight of 
the User Groups have 
been titled and, save for 
groups 2 and 3, contain 
files. The diary is in group 
with the Expenses in Group 
7. Each of the groups 
contains a READ. ME file 
except for HISTAX which is 
so similar to HERTAX 
which precedes it as to not 
need one. 

The manual which we 
received consisted of 1 4 
pages of tightly-typed 
continuous paper. This 
gave the package rather a 
makeshift Public Domain 
feel, but the information 
was all undoubtedly there. 
Factotum does rely on the 
assumption that you, the 
user, have a fair working 
knowledge of both LocoFile 
and LocoMail. 



Consequently both of the manuals for these products 
should be kept close at hand while you're learning to 
find your way around. 

The Example files which accompany each of the 
groups need to be merged using LocoMail - a fairly 
automatic process. You are then shown a few possible 
applications. It dawns on you that what you have in 
front of you are a number of well-thought-out LocoMail 
routines. To give credit where it's due, these routines 
are quite tight and as long as you refrain from fiddling 
about with the .MER files, they should be foolproof. 

Friday on your mind 

The Diary section on its own is a powerful addition to 
the obsessional LocoScripter's collection. To create 
your own entries, you make use of the LocoFile 
template which is the backbone of the system. For 
users of LocoFile this is no real problem and can build 
up into a handy tool. 

The Letters group contains an address list which 
can be indexed under either Business or Personal. The 
amount of information which can be stored and 
accessed here makes the title - Letters - rather 
understated. Once you have entered the information, 
the program will automatically address, providing a 
personalised greeting. You can decide to put the 
relevant contacts down for circulars or greetings cards. 

Out of the programs available on this disc, Letters 
is quite definitely the best-implemented and most 
useful. For example, the phone list is compiled from 
the information provided while setting up this initial file. 
It's all simple, well thought-through and effective. 

Vat'll do nicely 

The program's tax and financial applications have all 
been included elsewhere in other software, but if you 
are looking for a financial planning unit that will work, 
with a minimum of fuss, from within LocoScript, then 
these should suffice. 

The two tax systems are fairly basic. Each has 
space for allowances, current rates of tax, threshold 
and, of course, income - both earned and unearned. 
As long as you remember to keep updating these files 
on a regular basis, the system should prove its worth. 

The final section is for the business person to keep 
an up-to-date expenses list which may be sent to the 
taxman or accountant; the legal standing of these 
documents should be roughly the same as any 
handwritten accounts. 

Conclusion 

The outstanding feature of Factotum is the Letters 
group of programs which will provide anyone, at work 
and/or at home, with a mighty useful base. The diary 
comes next. The financial packages are already well 
catered for in the PCW market although you would 
have to leave the cosy LocoScript environment to use 
them. Generally, Factotum is ideal - if a little pricey 
and sloppily-presented - for the 8000 PCW user who 
wishes to retain the home comforts of LocoScript while 
branching out into the more complex applications of 
LocoMail and LocoFile. ■ 
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All prices 
include VAT 
& 1st Class 

Delivery 



^01-744-1834 

Monday - Saturday Warn - 6pm 



FROM 25th JANUARY 1990 

Maxell CF2 (3" Disc) x 10 £19.95 

Maxell CF2D (Double sided drive) x 1 £23.95 

9512 Daisywheels £5.95 

GAMES SOFTWARE 

The Challenge (ACE, Formula 1, Skywar, Strip 

Poker) £13.95 

Heathrow Southern Belle £16.95 

Catch 23 £16.95 

Mindfighter (£24^5) £16.95 

DBase II £65.95 

Apex Business language 

(Italian, French, Spanish, German) £49.95 



FEBRUARY SPECIALS!! 



CF2-3" DISCS 


£19.95 

for 10 


All branded and 100% Certified >'• '^2* 


Maxell CF2 - Double Sided for Single Drive .... 
Maxell CF2 - D/S (individually cased) 


10 off 30 off 

£19.95 £59.50 

£22.95 £68.50 


Amsoft CF2 - Double Sided for Single Drive ... 
Maxell CF2-D DS/DD for 8512 & 9512 


£22.95 £68.50 
£23.95 £70.95 


Amsoft CF2 DD D/S D/D Individually Cased ... 
Amstrad 3" Storage Box (10 Cap ) 


£39.95 £115.95 
£5.95 


Lockable Storage Box (20 Cap) £7.95 


Lockable Storage Box (40 Cap) £9.95 


3" Disc Drive Head Cleaning Kit £4.95 



T_ 

GAMES 

Hitch Hikers Guide £18.50 

Mindfighter £15.50 

Catch 23 £16.95 

Armageddon Man £16.95 

Ingrid'sBack £11.95 

Clock Chess '89 £15.50 

Bridge Player 2000 with Tutor .£1 2.50 

Heathrow/Southern Belle £16.95 

Cyrus Chess II £12.95 

Fairlight II £15.50 

Batman £12.95 

Head Over Heels £12.50 

Matchday II £11.95 

Scrabble £15.50 

Tomahawk £15.50 

Knight Ore £18.50 

Corruption £18.50 

Steve Davis Snooker £12.95 

G.Gooch's Test Cricket £15.50 

Strike Force Harrier £16.50 

Jinxter £18.50 

3D Clock Chess £12.50 

Trivial Pursuits £16.50 

Scapeghost £15.50 



▼ ▼▼ T 
Bridge Player 21 50 Galactica.£22.95 

Guild of Thieves £18.50 

Pawn £18.50 

Starglider £18.50 

Tetris £15.50 

Time&Magik £11.95 

Ski Climb Cavern Colin £11.95 

Hop, Munch, Shoot Colin £11.95 

Classic Games 4 Comp £1 5.50 

Ace Flight Simulator £15.50 

Brian dough's Football Fortunes.£1 5.50 

Frank Bruno's Boxing £15.50 

Lancelot £15.50 

Fish £18.50 

Leather Goddesses of Phobos.£18.50 

Classic Invaders £11.95 

The Living Daylights £11.95 

The Sun Cross Words V2 £1 5.50 

The Times Cross Words V1 ...£15.50 
The Times Cross Words V2 ...£15.50 
PCW Challenge - ACE, Formula 1 , 
Skywar, Strip Poker £13.95 




APPLICATIONS 

Mini-Office Professional Plus. 



£31 .95 



Master Scan + Paint £69.95 

Crash Course Tutor (lansyst) £22.95 

Two Finger Conversion £22.95 

Touch 'rf Go £26.95 

EasyLabeller £32.95 

Desk Top Publisher £24.95 

Sage Popular Accounts £69.95 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus £99.95 

Sage Payroll £51.95 

Sage Invoicing £51.95 

Sage Popular Retrieve £49.95 

Chit-Chat £88.95 



Cracker II (Turbo) £44.95 

Fleet Street Editor Plus £44.95 

Supercalc II (Amsoft) £42.95 

AMX Mouse + Stop Press v2.7 £79.95 

Money Manager £44.95 

Master File 8000 £44.95 

Protext £52.95 

DBase II £65.95 

Micro Design 2 £58.95 

Re-release "** Mini Office 

Professional Package £27.95 



X 



LOCOFILE 



8256/8512 

Locofile9512.. 
Locomail 2 



£24.95 



Locoscript II + Locospell . 

Locoscript II (V2.26+) 

Locofont 1 

Locofont 2 

24 pin Printer Driver 8/9.. 



4 



& 



..£29.95 
,£21.95 
,£17.95 
,£12.95 
,£21.50 



X 



DUST COVERS 



£9.95 



8256/8512/9512 



Anti-static, Water-proof, Creamy, Cover Set for Monitor, Keyboard & Printer. 



PC15512/1640(2pcs) £11.95 

PC2286(2pcs) £14.95 



PC2086(2pcs) £12.95 

PC2386(2pcs) £15.95 



RIBBONS 



£2.85 



Highest Quality Guaranteed 



1+ 3+ 10+ 

PCW 9512 Carbon Multistrike £2.85 £2.75 £2.65 

PCW 9512 Black Fabric £3.75 £3.50 £2.95 

PCW 9512 Colour Fabric 

(Red, Blue, Green, Brown, Purple) £4.95 £4.50 £3.95 

PCW 8256/8512 Carbon Multistrike £3.75 £3.50 £3.25 

PCW 8256/8512 Black Fabric £3.45 £3.00 £2.85 

PCW 8256/8512 Colour Fabric 

(Red, Blue, Green, Brown, Purple) £4.95 £4.50 £3.95 

(Printer Ribbons for Star, Epson, NEC, Panasonic, Amstrad, DMP/LQ, Juki M/S, Qume, 
Diablo, Brother, Canon/Taxan, Man/Tally, Shinwa, Commodore) P.O.A 



X 



EDUCATIONAL 

(Age 12-16) 

Physics 

Chemistry 

Biology 

Micro English G.C.S.E £21.50 

Micro Maths G.C.S.E £21.50 



Magic Maths (4-8). 

Maths Mania 8-12). 

Better Maths 12-16).... 
Better Spelling(12-16). 

Business Italian 

Business French 

Business Spanish 

Business German 



T 



MISCELLANEOUS 



PCW Joystick Interface £14.50 

Quickshot II Joystick £5.95 

Quickshot II Turbo £11.95 

Speed King Microswitch £10.95 

Parallel Serial Interface 

PCW8256/8512 £52.95 

Printer Cable Q25-CEN 36 £7.95 

Printer Cable CEN36-CEN38 .,£9.95 

Margin Maker MM3 £12.50 

9512 Daisy Wheels £5.95 

2 Way CEN36 Switchbox £14.50 



2 Way Serial D25 Switchbox ,£14.50 

4 Way CEN36 Switchbox £24.95 

4 Way Serial D25 Switchbox ,£24.95 

Mouse Pad (Soft) £5.45 

Mouse Pad (Hard) £5.95 

Mouse Pad (Thick Rubber) £5.85 

Mouse Pad (Strong 

Thick Rubber) £6.95 

9512 Printer Extension 

Lead (1.8m) £14.95 



&to Z Computer S&rvices 



Tel: 01-744-1834 10am -6pm Mon 
Fax: 01-891-6260 (24Hr) 



Sat 




Quantity order discount please ring 

Education, Govt. Authority Official Orders welcome Min 

£50 

Prices are for Mail Order only and subject to change 

without notice. 

COMPUTER PRODUCTS FOR PC's. AMSTRAD. 

CPC. ATARI. AMIGA. BBC ALSO AVAILABLE. 



49 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middx. TW1 4AZ 
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FRONT OF HOUSE 

Most PCW owners only ever see half their machines' potential. 
Tim Smith receives a warm welcome from a possible help-mate 

in the quest for full power ... 



PCW SUPERDOS 

£29.95* Encyclasoftit 0270 811890 

"More than a word processor for less than a typewriter"; 
that was one of the early Amstrad advertising lines for the 
PCW. But what did they mean by the "more than a word 

processor" tag? 



liW*3 Disk nanagenent Printer Idle 

fl,B,M - Choose Drive C - Create note E - Edit note I - lag file 
fl=actionS fa^disK f3=File f4=taGCed fS^Docuwent f7=dis]< cHanqe f8-0 




The opening screen. Looks quite familiar does it not? Well, the 
idea is that familiarity should breed a sense of ease rather than 
contempt. For people who have not previously used CP/M. this 
is aimed at making life easier. For those users already familiar 
with CP/M the idea is to improve file handling if not more, 



12:93 an Disk nanagenent Printer idle FC¥ 

n.B.H - Choose Drive C - Create note E - Edit note T - Tag file P - 
ft=actionS f2=disK f3=File «=taCCed fS=Docu«ent f?=disk oHange f8=Qption 



Vive la 
difference 

Leafing through a French 
PCW magazine ( L'Echo du 
PCW) we came upon what 
we thougutht was a front-end 
called, romantically MX-880 
V2...ah these French know 
the language of love... It 
seeks to emulate the Apple 
Macintosh. You might know it 
as Desktop from Database. 
We hope to look at it in the 
near future. 



The majority of PCW 
owners still don't know. 
This remains true for 
several reasons; the main 
one is that the majority of 
people bought their 
machines as word 
processors, not home 
computers. The mere 
idea of 'learning to 
compute' is enough to put 
many people off and lose 
them at least 50% more 
powerful, versatile usage 
from the PCW. 

For some reason 
learning about the 
Personal Computer side of 
the P(ersonal) C(omputer) 
\N(ordprocessor) appears 
more off-putting than 
learning to use LocoScript. 
It is certainly true that the 
literature which 
accompanies CP/M (the 
PCW's operating system) 
is far less amenable to 
rapid learning than Jean 
Gilmour's LocoScript 
manuals. It is also true that 
CP/M offers little, if 
anything, in the 
way of on-screen 
guidance. There seems 
to be a yawning gap 
separating the friendly 

LocoScript environment from CP/M's sparse screen and 

intimidating A> prompt. 

Your start-up for ten 

It is exactly the gap which PCW SuperDOS aims to fill. 
Happily it gets off on the right foot with an installation 
process which is a relatively painless enterprise. You 
obviously need to make a back up copy of the master disc. 
After this, five CP/M files need to be copied across in order 
to make your disc self-booting. The final step is to run a 
small program called INSTALL.COM which comes with the 
main program files. 

INSTALL allows you to set up SuperDOS for your 
particular machine. It does this simply by asking you 
whether you have an 8512 (or upgraded 8256) or 9512. 




Mass file handling becomes simple with the ability to Tag files of the 
same type. You even have the ability to manipulate the files which 
have not been tagged in an "IF,. .NOT" tagged system. The dagger 
signs to the left of the filename in the centre of the screen are there 
to Indicate which files have been tagged, 



It then needs to know how many disc drives you are 
using. Once this information has been provided, a 
configuration file (SD.CFG) is written to disc and you are 
ready to get going. 

It must be said that this simple installation process does 
credit to a system which purports to make computing easier. 

Our friend's electric 

The basic idea behind SuperDOS (the DOS stands for Disc 
Operating System) is that the familiarity and ease of use of 
LocoScript's disc management screen could be used in 
CP/M. Indeed, the first thing that strikes you about 
SuperDOS is its similarity in looks to LocoScript. 

Someone who has not previously encountered CP/M will 
find this new environment no culture shock at all. The major 
difference between the two systems, aside from the fact that 
one is a word processor and the other a 'friendly-front-end', 
is that SuperDOS was written using Hisoft's Pascal 
programming language instead of machine code. 

This means that it runs slightly less seamlessly, and 
certainly less rapidly than LocoScript. If you run SuperDOS 
straight from power-up with nothing else in memory, the 
speed differential is dramatically improved. In real terms, 
speed, or lack of it, is a minor problem as, for the most part, 
SuperDOS is used as a leaping off point to execute other 
programs. Equally, its most powerful features become 
apparent during disc housekeeping, a non turbo-charged 
environment and one which should be handled with care at 
the best of times. 

One of the less than satisfactory points about LocoScript 
is the fact that you are only able to copy one file at a time. 
Those people who already use CP/M are well aware that the 
command PIP.COM will allow you to copy as many files as 
you like in one batch. The problem for non-CP/M users is the 
rather complex looking command line syntax (the phrase 
itself is terrifying enough) which you need to learn. None of 
the CP/M commands are what you would call intuitive; for 
example PIP itself, (which can achieve many useful 
functions) stands for Peripheral Interchange Program, and 
means for most of its life, Copy. 

A game of tag 

SuperDOS gets round this by providing an immensely 
useful system called tagging. If you have ever used the 
public domain program NSWEEP you will understand just 
what a labour-saver tagging can be. For those users who 
have stayed totally faithful to LocoScript the basic principle 
is as follows: say you have a number of files with the 
suffix .LET (for letter) and you need to copy them over to a 
new disc. With LocoScript this would entail duplicating 
each file individually, a time consuming activity. While with 
CP/M the line: 

PIP B:=A:*.LET 
would be sufficient. However, already it begins to look 
complex. The process would become even more involved if 
you wanted to back up .DOC (for Document) files as well. 

SuperDOS allows you to move through your files using 
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the cursor keys as you would in LocoScript. Press [T] and a 
small dagger symbol appears next to your chosen file to 
show that it has been marked or tagged. Do this with all the 
tiles which you require to be copied, erased or moved. The 
next step is simple: again using the cursor keys, you choose 
which group or drive you wish the files to be moved or 
copied to. Press [ENTER] and the job is done. If you wish to 
erase the files, you will be prompted for confirmation. All this 
in half the time that LocoScript could achieve it and with less 
typing than CP/M. 

An even handier way around mass file handling is by 
use of the G or [f4] menu. This allows you to use wildcards. 
Instead of manually highlighting each LET and DOC file, 
you simply tell SuperDOS to do it for you. But say you 
wanted to hold on to all the DOC and LET files? Well, the G 
or [f4] function provides the capability to move, copy or 
erase all files which have not been tagged. 

Guide's honour 

The only way to find about these functions is by use of the 
manual. These books are perennial disaster areas for 
software and user. In the case of SuperDOS however, a fair 
job has been made. The major gripe is, as usual, the lack of 
any comprehensive index. With your first few uses of 
manual and software, this omission is not that wearing. It's 
only once you become more aquainted with the product that 
it becomes a pain in the drives. 

The manual deals with its subject matter in a two 
tiered manner. The overall level of knowledge assumed of 
users is that they have glanced through the Amstrad manual 
a few times. There are also small sections called 'Going 
deeper' for the more technically minded. The writing is 
concise and uncluttered by extraneous fripperies or 
deliberate science blinding. 

Managing well 

As we have noted, the main use for SuperDOS is as a 
disc/file manager. Although it can also be used as a launch 
pad for other programs under CP/M, it will quite definitely 
not make using BASIC, for example, any easier. Within its 
brief as a replacement for the A> prompt however, it is 
effective. The LocoScript feel is retained throughout, with 
pull-down menus, function keys and similar screen 
partitioning all being used. SuperDOS does love to chew up 
the memory and a full 51 2K RAM on your machine is 
required. This can cause problems when trying to run other 
programs. Moonstone Computing's Toolkit flatly refused to 
run from SuperDOS. 

Both CP/M and LocoScript deal with discs by way of 
User Groups. In LocoScript you will have noticed the 
eight groups available for Live files. There are also seven 
other groups which can be accessed from CP/M and 
which LocoScript uses to hide Limbo files. These are also 
available to SuperDOS and any other system which runs 
under CP/M. However, SuperDOS uses the same system 
as LocoScript and negates these seven other groups. This 
can be a real pain for the truly serious user. 

If, for example, you decide to store a number of 
program files in any group number higher than seven you 
won't be able to see it in the disc management screen. This 
does seem to be a waste of disc space and an under- 
utilisation of CP/M. However, for the casual user, it is not the 
end of the world. 

Drop a note 

Possibly the best use of CP/M within SuperDOS is the 
ability to create, edit and print out Notepads. To achieve 
such a feat from the traditional A> prompt would not bear 
thinking about. Under SuperDOS however, the process is 
simple and immensely useful. You are provided with the 
ability to produce small (2-5k) notes as and when you need 




Making a note from the Disc Management screen is as easy as a..b.C..for create. 
Compared to CP/M's ED facility, well there is no comparison. SuperDOS knocks 
spots of ED. An idea would be to keep a disc to hand for the occasional scribble. 
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The [d] key allows you to leap into CP/M and run a program. Once you have 

finished running the program you are automatically brought back to SuperDOS. 

This can cause a few problems. See "Set for trouble" for details.. 



them. To do this you press C for create and are moved into a 
new screen. Type your text and quit. The feel is remarkably 
LocoScriptian and you might find that the notes themselves 
soon become invaluable. 

One of the main uses for the notepad is to create what 
SuperDOS calls Batch files. A Batch file, or SUB (as in 
PROFILE. SUB) file as PCW users will know them, is an 
executable file which can contain a list of commands or 
prompts which are run 'automatically' by the PCW. Writing 
these using the notepad facility is easy enough to convert a 
few thousand people to making use of SUBMIT.COM. 

Conclusion 

There are many more points relating to SuperDOS which 
have not been examined here due to lack of space. For 
example, the ability to back-up an entire directory (e.g active 
group) is a boon. Although the system is aimed at all users it 
is more likely that the serious CP/M addict will stick with 
command line and A> prompt. For the the casual or new user 
however, SuperDOS is an excellent tool. 

With the advent of RAM upgrades, SuperDOS really 
could come into its own. A combination of RAMpack, Flipper, 
LocoScript, and SuperDOS could provide an ideal setup for 
the PCW. ■ 



PCW SUPERDOS 



PLUSE 

▲ Makes CP/M almost human 

▲ Excellent Tagging facility 
Notepad function most useful 



Set for trouble 

One, not so minor, problem 
with SuperDOS occurs with 
CP/M utilities such as 
SET.COM and DIR.COM. 
Both of these allow you to 
use options, in fact SET.COM 
demands options. Running 
them from SuperDOS does 
not allow you to provide any 
such options and you are 
dragged straight back into its 
Disc Management screen. 
The only way around this is 
to use the Execute 
Command function. 



MINUSES: 

" Needs full 512k memory 

A little slow 

Need to leave SuperDOS for a few 

important functions 
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TOON TOWN 



It began as a surprise to everyone and has snowballed from there. 
What is it? It's desktop publishing on the PCW. Tim Smith looks at one of 
the many pieces of support software produced to help the avid PCW artist 




Cartoon Fun 

£12.50 (inc) • HD Design 



04867 81394 




Cartoon Fun is a disc full of clip art for such desktop publishing packages 
as Micro Design 2, Stop Press, Newsdesk International and The Desktop 
Publisher. What you actually get are 85 separate pieces of art ranging from 
remarkably glum-looking humans to dynamically dizzy dinosaurs. 

Support clip art, (or Cut Files as they are sometimes known), have been 
available for the PCW since the first spray-can icon hit the first electronic 
piece of paper. There is nothing outrageously special about Cartoon Fun. 
The quality of the drawings is high and the humour portrayed keeps well 
clear of anything which might be smutty or in poor taste. Not having loaded 
each of the 85 graphics it is hard to say across the board whether there is 
anything sexist or racist here. 

I'll get you wabbit! 

It is all too easy for a company to leap on the back of successes such as 
Micro Design. Cartoon Fun is definitely aimed at that market, but the quality 
of the work here belies any such fears of bandwagon jumping. 

One thing to bear in mind is that it is possible to alter any clip art once 
it has been loaded into your desktop publishing system. You can see 
that each one of the 85 drawings can act merely as a template for further 
work by you. 

We used Micro Design and Stop Press for our tests on the cartoons and 
found only one problem. The disc physically fell apart, luckily after we'd 
backed it up. Being still in the spirit of the new decade we put this down 
to the postal system and the fact that it had taken a fair buffeting in our 
recent office move. 

See you Thumper 

The acid test for any such software is whether or not you get pictures on 
screen. The clip art used within this package was originally marketed for the 
PC and has been converted for the PCW. Running on Micro Design and 
Stop Press there was no trouble at all. Obviously the quality of output is 
dependent on machine and software, however, the method by which the 
images were initially created will also account for the resolution or lack of it. 

In the case of Cartoon Fun the quality remained high. At a pinch maybe 
85 pieces of clip art might be over-stretching the artist. In this case the artist 
is Howard Davies, the man behind HD Design. It must be said that a few, 
very few, of the offerings bear a striking resemblance to doodles on the office 
blotter but these are the exceptions. They can always be worked on by you. 

That's all folks! 

This is just one selection of the possible support software available for the 
PCW. Cartoon Fun has been put together with skill and a deal of good 
natured humour. Possibly the price could have been dropped a little and the 
subject range broadened (what about some funny vegetables then?). But 
aside from these moans it is a useful package to have in your collection of 
desktop publishing peripherals. ■ 
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THUMB THROUGH 

50,000 PAGES OF 

THE FINANCIAL TIMES 

IN 3.9 SECONDS 



PRESS FOR ACTION 

Perfecting the art of sounding knowledgeable fast; we log on to Profile, 
the largest on-line business information service in Britain 



Everyone knows that the PCW is a versatile little beast. 
But PCW users who have added on a comms package 
(modem, interface and software) extend the possible 
uses of the machine one stage further. Once on-line, as 
we saw in December's 8000 Plus, your PCW can get you 
access to a wide range of databases waiting to be called up 
at the other end of the phone line. 

There are now over 400 on-line databases available for 
public perusal in Britain - everything from information on the 
profitability and creditworthiness of individual companies to 
specialist stuff on sludge treatment and pig butchery, for 
example. (There's even a database called WITZ containing 
about 1000 jokes - perhaps that's where Jim Davidson gets 
his material). 

This is what they call the 'information revolution', and it 
means that should you have the inclination - and the money 
- your PCW may be able to take over quite a lot of the 
functions of your local reference library. 

It's not just the databases stored in computers in Britain 
which are accessible, either; once on-line, it's as easy to 
call up a computer in, say, the States or Australia as it is 
to reach one in the next town (and it may not be 
any more expensive). 

Blind data 

The problem is that, like many things about the computer 
industry, it's very hard for a non-specialist to know where to 



start. Somewhere in the electronic ether may be the 
information you need to finish your research paper, to find 
out what one of your business competitors is up to, to sound 
knowledgeable in that article you've been commissioned to 
write - or to help you win at Trivial Pursuit. But where should 
you look? 

This article focuses on just one database, Profile, which 
could help in at least some of these situations. It provides 
about the largest on-line business information service in 
Britain, though non-business users may find it useful too and 
- a real plus, this - it's one of the easiest databases to 
access. Even if you're a CP/M-phobe you should manage 
all right. 

Profile provides complete texts of articles from 
almost all the quality press in Britain, as well as from several 
magazines and from international sources of news. Since 
1987 Profile has been part of the Financial Times group so, 
as you'd expect, The Financial Times itself is one of the 
papers included; so are The Independent, The Guardian, 
The Times, The Sunday Times and The Daily and Sunday 
Telegraph, as well as a token tabloid, Today. 

Real live aliens 

Magazines like New Scientist, The Economist, Campaign 
and Media Week are available as well. Or you could choose 
to consult the Associated Press agency reports, the BBC's 
monitoring service of world broadcasts, the government's 



press release service Hermes, the Washington Post and - 
real glasnost, this - the official TASS newswire service. 
(The only time I've ever accessed TASS via Profile was to 
check out the story last year that aliens from space had 
landed in a small Soviet town - TASS protested vehemently 
that it really was true.) 

The above list is already a fairly impressive selection of 
news sources - and in fact Profile offers access as well to 
another 40 or so information sources, including several 
specialist business and market research publications. But 
that doesn't necessarily guarantee Profile's usefulness, 
of course. A pile of old newspapers isn't a great deal of 
help if you want to find a particular article - and a 
database like Profile will only be more useful if it has an 
adequate method of allowing you to pinpoint immediately 
what you need. 

Fortunately, with a little practice, Profile does permit you 
to do this. Its database program allows it to identify almost 
every word in each article in each publication carried. What 
this means is that you can key in the word or words you are 
interested in and every article which includes them will be 
electronically dragged from the database and got ready for 
your inspection. 

Faraway plaices 

Let's take an example. Suppose you're living at the moment 
in London and working in a fish and chip shop, but 
harbouring illusions of escaping to a remote Scottish moor 
to enjoy the quiet life. As you watch the cod and haddock 
spluttering in the fryer one evening, you have a brainwave - 
perhaps fish farming in a highland loch could be the career 
you /e been looking for. 

Your knowledge of fish farming at the moment may be 
zero, but a few minutes spent with Profile could put that 
right: boot up the PCW with your comms software, and 
arrange for the modem to dial Profile's number. Once on- 
line, having entered your user ID number and your 
password, you will be asked to choose the publications you 
want to consult. 

For example, the command SELECT FT will (logically 
enough) allow you access to the Financial Times. Or you 
might SELECT IND,TIM,GDN for The Independent, 
Times/Sunday Times and Guardian. Alternatively, you might 
decide to cast the net wide: SELECT UKNEWS allows you 
to consult all the main British newspapers on the database. 

Having chosen your selection of 'files', as Profile calls 
them, you must narrow down the search to the subject 
which concerns you. Type GET FISH FARMING, and all the 
articles which include these words will be identified. 

In fact, you'll probably prefer to enter the command GET 
FISH FARM* in order to identify articles where the key 
words may be in a slightly different form: 'fish farm', 'fish 
farms', 'fish farmers' etc. (CP/M users will be familiar with 
the use of an asterisk in this way as a wildcard). 

Highland field 

You will now be told how many articles the database has 
identified with your chosen word(s). Let's say you're given 
the message: 

49 ITEMS RETRIEVED 
That's likely to be too many to consult. So you decide to 
narrow the field down further. Use the command 'PICK' to 
select another word or words - for example PICK 
SCOTLAND. 

Immediately Profile identifies which of those 49 articles 
also includes the word 'Scotland', again displaying the 
information on screen: 

11 ITEMS RETRIEVED 

That's more like it. You can now ask to see the 
headlines of each article (with the command HEADLINE 
ALL, or just H ALL). This will also tell you when each article 



was published, which publication it was in and how many 
words it contains. 

You can also arrange to see the full text of each 
paragraph where your key words appear (the command is 
CONTEXT ALL, or just CTX ALL). Or perhaps you'll choose 
to see the complete text (TEXT ALL). If you're only 
interested in some of the articles retrieved, that's no 
problem: TEXT 1-3, for example will display the full texts of 
just the first three articles. 

Key to success 

Of course, the success of your searches on Profile depends 
entirely on how well you choose your key words - ask the 
database to GET COMPUTERS, for example, and you will 
find it difficult to track down what you want. But used wisely 
Profile does offer a facility which can be helpful in many 
different situations. 

You could see what travel journalists have said about 
your holiday destination before you make the booking. 
You could settle once and for all that argument with 
Grandad about who scored the winning goals in the FA 
cup Third Round replay last year. You could check what 
the papers have to say about your favourite pop stars (GET 
KYLIE MINOGUE, perhaps), or even what they have to 
say about you. 

More seriously, you can keep up to date with a research 
specialism or with developments in your line of business. 
You can find out more about a business competitor or 
customer - or get the low-down on the background of 
somebody you're about to meet. You can even prearrange 
for Profile to pick out for you any articles in the future 
containing selected keywords (the articles will be dumped in 
your private electronic mail box). ■ 




Counting the cost 



But, of course, there is one snag 
about using Profile - and that's the 
cost involved. Like most commercial 
databases, Profile is priced at rates 
which can initially leave you gasping. 
For example, there is currently a one- 
off £150 registration fee (for this you 
get a user guide, and a training 
course in London). There's also a 
connection charge each time you go 
on-line of £1 per minute, and a line 
display charge, which is typically 2p 
per line of text (but may be higher for 
certain files). All these costs have to 
have VAT added as well. 

Then of course you must also 
meet the cost of accessing the 
database computer in the first place - 
either by direct phone call, or by 
using British Telecom's PSS (Packet 
Switching Service). 

The trick is to go on-line for the 
shortest possible time, saving any 
information you need on file for later 
use off-line. Don't read the articles on- 
screen, and don't print them out: do 
this later, off-line, when time is no 
longer money. (The easiest way to 
print out files saved from Profile is 
likely to be using the LST: command 
when using CP/M PIP.) It's possible to 
grab quite a lot of information in just 
three or four minutes on-line - and 



the £5 or £10 this costs may be 
money well spent. 

Precision impossible 

I'm being deliberately vague about 
the exact costs involved - and you'll 
probably have to accept that it is 
impossible to know precisely what 
your on-line searches are costing 
until the bills come in. But this is a 
feature of the way that almost all 
commercial on-line databases set 
their pricing policy - they manage to 
make BR's fares structure seem a 
model of good sense. 

To make matters more confusing, 
you don't need to subscribe to Profile 
to use the service, since you can also 
reach the database by roundabout 
routes. For example, Telecom Gold 
users can reach Profile direct (the 
cost currently is £1.80 per minute + 
VAT, plus normal Gold charges). 
Alternatively, other e-mail services 
such as Istel's Infosearch (now used 
by Microlink members), Mercurylink 
and One-to-One also provide access. 
Inevitably, each have their own 
pricing policy - it's almost impossible 
to discover which offer the best value. 

Profile themselves operate a 
hotline for enquiries: they can be 
reached on 0932-787231 . 
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MASTERING THE PCW 8256/8512 

by John Hughes 

£8.95 • Sigma Press • 0625 531035 

This introduction to LocoScript, 
CP/M, databases, spreadsheets 

- everything you can buy for the 
PCW, in fact -which first 
appeared in 1 986, is now on its 
fifth reprint. Though the original 
text is of good quality - John 
Hughes is an experienced 
author with a gift for explaining 
concepts in a clear and 
nonsense-free way - it's looking 
a bit long in the tooth now. 

For example, the book 
restricts itself to LocoScript 1 
(and hence to 8256s and 8512s 

- no mention of the 9512 at 
all!). Version 2, which came out 
in 1987, has established itself 
as the standard version. It is 
very different from version 1 , 
making much of the material in this book useless. 

There is even a BASIC listing at the back of the book supplying a 
'missing feature' of LocoScript: the ability to make ASCII files - a feature 
which was added to LocoScript four years ago! It all reminds you of the 
chap who finished digging his tunnel under the Berlin Wall the day the 
Brandenburg Gate was opened up. Again, LocoMail, LocoSpell, and 
such recent arrivals as LocoFile, get no mention. 

On CP/M, Hughes makes a brave attempt to explain what an 
operating system is, though I wonder how many people will find it 
enlightening - it's rather like trying to explain the intricacies of clutch, 
accelerator and gear control to someone who has never driven a car. 

There are useful sections on other programs. SuperCalc 2 as an 
introduction to spreadsheets in general has a good going over, though 
there are too few illustrations to make it really easy to follow. Cambase 
and Flexifile provide the examples for the database section, though 
these two have long since been superseded by Mini Office, Masterfile, 
AtLast, Cambase 2 and others. Sagesoft Accounts and NewWord are 
also mentioned, though again the book's age shows as there is nothing 
on Protext at all. (Though there are those who say that LocoScript and 
NewWord have nothing on Protext either). 

Hughes is skilled at knowing where the reader might find jargon 
confusing and anticipating any problems: he explains that 'saving' means 
the same as 'recording', for example - a little point, but one that can 
confuse the beginner. He also likes to give the derivations of words, such 
as 'booting' a disc coming from 'lifting up by the bootstraps' - a nice 
touch to lighten the read. 

This was a good book in its time, but churning out a fifth reprint is 
pushing things too far. A very heavily revised version of this would be a 
welcome break from the ranks of identical LocoScript potboilers, but, like 
a mid-80s guidebook to Eastern Europe, this edition is beginning to 
look very dated. 
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15 HOUR WORD PROCESSING 
USING THE AMSTRAD WORD PROCESSOR 

by Anna Ruthven 

£5.95 • National Extension College • 0223 316644 

Another book restricted to the 
8000 machines and to 
LocoScript 1 : no LocoFile, 
LocoSpell or LocoMail. 

As the title suggests, it's a 
quick training course in word 
processing - a guide telling you 
exactly what to do and how to 
do it rather than taking time to 
explain the eternal verities of 
word processing. It's aimed very 
much at the secretary or person 
wishing to use their PCW for 
'traditional' office uses such as 
memos, curricula vitae, business 
letters, and so on; indeed, it is 
set in a secretarial course style. 
It even has a small section on 
how to prepare documents like 
those infernal Estate Agents' 
descriptions of houses that turn 'dilapidated' into 'great potential' and 
'drowned out by lorries all day' into 'convenient access for main roads 
and motorways', though from a layout rather than a stylistic viewpoint. 

It succeeds very well. The keypresses to achieve the desired effect 
are listed one-by-one systematically, and even if you're not sure what's 
going on you can at least learn how to set up a template or set up tabs 
and margins in such-and-such positions by following the instructions. 

Virtually every page has a screen shot on it showing what things 
should look like at each stage - always the mark of someone who's 
actually spent some time and effort thinking about how to explain what's 
going on most effectively for the learner. It would have been nice, though, 
to have more on margins and layouts, which are always the most difficult 
things to visualise. The only quibble is with the layout, which can be a 
little cluttered in the lists of things to press and do.The example pieces 
of text you are asked to type out are interesting in themselves, being 
lists of commonly mis-spelt words, punctuation practice for business 
letters and so on. 

This is not a comprehensive guide to LocoScript's features; page 
numbers, phrases and blocks, for example, are dealt with rather briefly, 
and obscura such as ASCII files and insertion of one file inside another 
are not mentioned at all. There's a section at the end describing how to 
print in columns, using the neat trick of printing alternate pages of one 
long thin column on the same piece of paper with the left offset changed. 
A glossary of codes at the end is useful, as is the brief list of typesetting 
marks used on manuscripts. 

The pace of the book is gentle, the examples are methodically 
and systematically worked through, and to the person who finds 
the LocoScript 1 manual too woolly, this is just the sort of thing 
that might help. R b Ainsley ■ 
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Arnor's 1990 PCW Software Sale 



PROTEXT ... The Word Processor 

Pretext is now firmly established as the alternative to Locoscript. 

All the features you would expect from a good word processor - many text editing commands, print 
commands, spell checking and mail-merging. The refinement and thought that has been put into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, clear layout, speed and power ... all go towards making 
Pretext ideal for the novice or the experienced user. 

* On-screen help * Typewriter mode * Insert or overwrite typing mode * Word count * Undelete feature 

* Move/copy/delete/print blocks of text * Box manipulation * Configuration * Personal dictionaries * Exec 
files * Two file editing * Keyboard macros * File conversion * Comprehensive Find & Replace * Foreign 
languages and accents * Program editing mode * Proportional printing, right justified * Conditional 
printing and loop constructs * Print any number of copies * Works with any printer * Calculator * Print 
labels * Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc * 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 * Enhanced spelling checker - larger dictionaries, dictionary on drive M or on 
program disc * Many improvements based on customer feedback * 

"Protext deserves to be the system by which all other word 
processors are judged ... a superb product' your computer 

"The great strength of this package is its ease of use" cwta 

" Protext is the solution to all Locoscript s drawbacks" pcw 

"Makes Locoscript look like a snail" soooplus 

"Simply the best word processing program to date for the 
PCW ... Locoscript is effectively dead" putting your 

AMSTRAD TO WORK 

Pretext is also available in German at £59.95 (Prowort) 



Special Offer - Save £20 

Buy Protext together with the book 
for £49.90 and save £20 off RRP. 
(RRP £59.95 + £9.95 = £69.90) 

Protext + Book £49.90 



... The Book 

At long last an independently 
produced book about Protext, 
written by Rob Ainsley. 

The book features a large section 
of tips for easy reference and is 
well illustrated with screen shots 
and printouts. 

It also includes a section written to 
help the Locoscript user to 
'convert' quickly to Protext. 

It is an essential purchase for any 
current or potential Protext user 
whatever their word processing 
experience. 

Protext...A PCW User's guide 

246 pages, illustrated paperback 

Price £9.95 + £1 post/packing 
(Post/packing is free if buying a 
piece of software) 



New low prices for CP/M languages 



MAXAMII 

Complete CP/M machine code development system 

* Macro assembler * nested conditional assembly * file 
inclusion * textual substitution of macro parameters 

* repeat loops * Full expression evaluation * Error listing to 
screen/file/printer * 8080 mode * Linking facility * Create 
object files for use with C * 

Window based monitor, with: 

* line assembler * disassembler * memory editor * find 
string * relocate * move memory * compare memory * fill 
memory * bank switching * symbolic debugger * single 
stepping * set memory limits for stepping * stack checking 

* conditional breakpoints * trace mode * edit registers 

* Editor is program mode of Protext (as for C) * 

"Maxam II- now the best gets even better " cwta cpc 

"A really excellent piece of software which, given the speed 
with which debugging can be done, will pay its way very 
quickly" acu 

" The thing that struck me ... was the amount of thought 
and effort that has gone into this product " cwta cpc 

"Maxam II is stunning ... the most complete and competent 
programming package around. Simple, speedy and 
sophisticated" amstrad action 



RRP £49.95 



Sale price £24.00 



Complete C development system 

* Full implementation of K&R standard * 

* Optimising compiler * Floating point 
arithmetic * 32 and 16 bit integer arithmetic 

* I/O and maths libraries * Conditional 
compilation * Rle inclusion * Macros 

* Linker accepts C and assembler (with 
Maxam II) * Stand alone generator 
produces COM files 

Protext compatible editor:- 

*fast and easy to use *on screen help 

* two file editing * keyboard macros * fully 
configurable* powerful find and replace 

* exec files * compile from inside editor 

"Very good value for money" amstrad pcw 
"Streets ahead in terms of programming 

power " AMSTRAD ACTION 

"47 typical Amor fashion, they've taken their 
time and got it right' amstrad computer user 

"All the facilities necessary to write 
complete applications programs " 

POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY 

RRP £49.95 Sale price £24.00 



BCPL 

Flexible, fast, general 
programming language. 



purpose 



Extensive set of I/O libraries 
including access to CP/M routines. 
Example source files supplied, 
including full screen editor and all 
the libraries. Comprehensive 
60 page manual covers the 
language and gives details of the 
libraries. 

"Easy to use, yet both flexible and 
powerful " cwta 

" Good library of procedures . . . very 

fast" 8000 PLUS 

"Amor's clear, concise manual will 
have you programming 

confidently very rapidly " 

AMSTRAD ACTION 



RRP £24.95 Sale £12.00 



All programs run on PCW825W8512, 9512, CPC6128 
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Amor Ltd (EPJ, 611 Lincoln Road, Peterborough, PE1 3HA. Tel: 0733 68909 

All prices include VAT, postage and packing. Access/Visa/Cheque/Postal Order. Fax: 0733 67299 



LANGUAGE 



THE FORTH DIMENSION 

Bill Peebles introduces FORTH, the computer language with a difference 



Way back in the mists of time, primitive man uttered his 
first word. It was a word that had a definable 
meaning. Probably a curse when he hit his thumb 
with a flint hammer while carrying out a DIY 
extension on his suburban, semi-detached cave. His son, a 
bright lad, repeated the word and received a clip round the 
ear because his father had defined a meaning for the word. 
This first word formed a vocabulary and during the following 
milleniums further words were added. Dictionaries were 
hewed out of stone slabs and early yuppies developed 
huge biceps carting their filofaxes about in barrows. Today 
we continue adding new words; my previous reference to a 
filofax is an example. A dictionary definition of a word is 'a 
unit of language either spoken or written.' A dictionary gives 
the meaning of many words. 

The FORTH Word 

What has all this got to do with FORTH? you may ask. Well, 
FORTH is a computer language consisting of a basic 
dictionary of about 250 words. Like the real world, 
however, we can extend it by adding new words which have 
been defined and used as required. Let's stay on the 
subject of language; if you have planned a holiday to 
Germany next year and want to learn a smattering of 
German before you go, you can utilise FORTH to help you. 
Consider the following ; 

: der ." the " ; 
: wolf ." wolf " ; 
: und ." and " ; 
: mensch ." man " ; 

Four FORTH - albeit German - words have been created 
with their English translations. 

If CR der wold und der mensch <ENTER> was typed 
in, the wolf and the man would appear on your screen. 
Simple, innit? A complete dictionary of German words can 
thus be created; alternatively, if you 

: the ." der " ; 
that is, created the words in English with the German 
translation, then a passage typed in English would be 
printed in German. This is a simple illustration, but it is 
possible, using FORTH, to develop a complete 
implementation in which you could type a letter in English 
and the output from the printer would be in German. Of 
course you're not restricted to using just German; any 
number of language dictionaries can be compiled using the 
same technique. 

Remember also that your PCW has a language 
command which can be used to output various character 
variations using different key strokes. It is an excellent 
facility, but you would normally have to nip into CP/M to 
activate it. Help is at hand, however; using FORTH, you can 
create a word so that the LANGUAGE.COM can be used 
within the FORTH environment. The word definition is 
: LAN 27 EMIT 50 EMIT EMIT ; To get the German setting 
type 2 LAN <ENTER>. 

Hypertext 

Computer boffins are beavering away to create new 
applications of Hypertext. Hyper what? I hear you cry. 
Imagine reading a hefty text book; you will frequently find 
numerous footnotes containing references to other books 
and articles. It's rather frustrating being surrounded by a 
dozen books which refer to each other. So Hypertext 
comes to our aid. 



: PIP 

PlffllOK C8 

.' IMS IS « SAME OF i MFHIH1 TUKUillU.. THE SCffiffl US " CI 

." SEEK SPLIT S™ iM (IhJQjS, I TOP «M HUES UlflJOU, 1 " CI 

." botim U1NW4 mm M M ffl mi a side ■ ci 

." tmm FOR SMWIHC KEV FUNCTIONS Utt OTDIMV liSSHCES " CI 
." NOTE. ALSO HE HBEvED kOHlJS [SMC] [MM ■ C» CI P8IKT0FF ; ok 
(B ok 

a 

The cursor SISSs returns to your uork area except uneo 
yuu are using the editor - 1 rave set it up so that you 
use the botton screen for editing and the top screen 
displays the editing keg functions. To use My cwpiled 
version of EDIT type edit [EhTEJt). There are a nwber 
of examples in the text and I suggest you type these in 
they will he conpiled and can be used imediateiu, to 
save then to a disk refer to [SMI. IBM mil explain 
ho* to compile stand alone prograjwes. I recomend 
that you start by pressing the F6 key and nake your 
selection frofl the options. 

Finalig - this tutorial is fully supported 
therefore fell free to phone or urite if you have any 
problMS. 

lype BILL for ny phone no etc 



This is a sample of Hypertext tutorial-Trie screen has been split into 3 windows, 

a top work area window, a bottom window where the tutorial is displayed and a 

side window for showing key functions and temporary n 
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It provides the means, 
when reading text on the 
screen, to get further 
information from another 
source - simply by 
pressing a key or a mouse 
button. In fact what we are 
doing is browsing and 
following a sequence of 
events of our choosing. 

As mentioned above, 
the boffins are busy 
creating bigger and bigger 
systems with the oft heard 
cry "We aint got enough 
memory to input the 
meaning of life, the 
universe and why my aunt 
Sally always goes to 
Blackpool for her 
holidays". The humble 
PCW and FORTH can be 
harnessed to develop a 
reasonably sophisticated 
HYPERTEXT hybrid. 
FORTH uses areas know 
as blocks for input/output 
of disc data. A block holds 
128 bytes. A screen 
consists of 8 blocks 
therefore each screen is 
1024 bytes (1 kilobyte). As 
FORTH uses a RAM 
based virtual memory, we 
can create data files up to ' — 

the limit of our discs. If we have a second drive fitted, we can 
create a massive 700 + K data file (the mind boggles if you 
have a hard disc!) 

Let's look at a simple example of a HYPERTEXT hybrid. 
There are two steps involved: the input of data and the 
creation of FORTH words. The first step is selecting your 
subject and researching it. You must then decide the length of 
your master piece. This will depend on whether your data file 
is to be saved on the A or B drive. 

If it is on the A drive, you will be restricted to about 
1 70 screens - but that is still about 21 000 plus words. 



T 




SCI IIS 

> < sew PUIS MM PAGE i ) 
1 

i Future Publishing Ltd specialise in conputer Magazines. 

3 M present they publish five. [PC -PLUS], [ACEJ, fustrad 

4 IHCTIOM], SIIWICI1 and finally this Magazine lieH PLI1S1. 

I 

? { The rest of this page could continue to give the naMe, 

5 address and telephone nunber of Future Publishing plus 
S any relevant inforation. Vou Hill note the eueded 

II nords. This neans that by typing any particular word 

11 you can quickly receive further info on that topic. 

12 For illustration the next screen dmtp is about the 

13 SMI PLUS nayazine ) 




This shows the beginning of a Hypertext file about Future Publishing. Note the 

embedded references to the magazines that the company publishes. By typing 

in [8000 PLUS], a screenful of information about the magazine is displayed 



> 



It was rumoured that CH Moore, the 
inventor of FORTH, could not spell. 
The truth is that although it was 
his fourth attempt to develop a 
language to control radio telescopes, 
(that's why he called it FOURTH) his 
coding was initially implemented 
using a version of FORTRAN. This 
only permitted names of up to five 
characters in length, so he omitted 
the u and called it FORTH. 

During the twenty years since its 
conception, FORTH has been used 
for many applications. It is an ideal 



language to use for controlling 
robotic machines in factories. Atari's 
arcade games, for example, have 
been developed using graphics 
FORTH. The animation sequences in 
Star Wars, funnily enough, were 
controlled by a FORTH program. 

One of its greatest strengths is 
that it is portable across a wide 
range of computers and systems. 
This means that you could learn the 
language using a PCW yet still use it 
on a main frame computer with very 
little modification. 
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FORTH was developed as a halfway 
house between assembler and high level 
languages and uses two unique 
concepts. 

First, it uses an alternative method of 
writing algebraic expressions; that is, it 
uses postfix notation rather than infix. 
Post of course means 'after'. Therefore 
when we enter numbers for calculation in 
FORTH, we would put the numbers in as: 

65+ 102-* 
We are adding 5 to 6 (11) taking 2 from 
10 (8) and then multiplying 11 by 8 to get 
a result of 88 . To get the same result 
using infix notation we would have to use 
brackets ie (6 + 5) * (10 - 2). Once the 
concept of postfix notation is grasped, 
complex maths problems can be solved 
more easily. 



Second. In order to take advantage 
of using postfix notation, a suitable data 
structure called a stack is used. This is 
an area of RAM set aside for temporary 
storage and works on the principle of 
'last in, first out'. 

If we take the example above, we 
would enter our figures exactly as 
shown: 6 5+102-*. The 6 would be 
entered followed by the 5. The + 
generator is next on the list. 6 and 5 are 
added giving 11 which then becomes top 
of stack. 10 in then entered followed by 
2. This leaves 2 top of stack followed by 
10, then 11. The next operator is -. So, 2 
is taken from 10 giving 8 which, being the 
most recent arrival, goes to top of stack. 
11 is second. The final operator * 
multiplies 8 and 11 , putting 88 at the top. 



The Written 
word 

There have been no books on 
the FORTH language written 
specifically for the PCW. 
However the following list is 
worth reading. 

Starting FORTH by Leo Brodie 
(Very expensive, but worth it) 

Thinking FORTH also by Leo 
Brodie (A sequel to Starting 
FORTH but wait until you have 
some experience before 
tackling it). 

The Students FORTH by Glyn 
Emery (It only has 100 pages 
but is useful). 

Functional Forth For The BBC 
Computer (Although written for 
the BBC micro it contains some 
interesting ideas). 

FORTH is a cult magazine in 
the United States and there are 
often features in The Byte 
Magazine. 



A word of warning, though: if you decided to embark on a 
major project and used the B drive with a 700 plus screen 
output, then bear in mind that you will not be able to copy it 
onto another disc (unless you have a hard disc or a 51 2K 
RAM drive upgrade fitted). As you create your text file, it will 
be necessary to select some key words. These are the words 
that, when activated, display a more detailed account of the 
key word. It is suggested that your key words are typed in 
capital letters and enclosed in square brackets - [AMSTRAD] 
for example. We then develop a file of our key words which 
will be added to our core directory as compiled words. The 
sequence would be something like this: 

DR1 (This indicates the B drive for input/output) 
OPEN PLUS8000.DEF (Open filename of our choice) 
1 EDIT (Activates the editor starting at screen 1) 
(Enter our word definitions ie) 

: AMSTRAD CLS 28 LIST ; : FUTURE CLS 32 LIST ; 
CLOSE (Closes your file) 

When we wanted to use this particular program we would : 

DR1 

OPEN PLUS8000.DEF (Note I use DEF to indicate a file 

with defined words) 

1 LOAD (This loads the words in and compiles them) 

CLOSE (When you are given the OK prompt) 

It is now necessary to OPEN our text file for referencing 
OPEN PLUS8000.FIL 
CLOSE 
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\ The first issue of The i/m PLUS us published in October 

J 1S88 ami priced at £!.i!S. The editorial pulley then and 

4 continues to be, an entertaining but mfomatlve guide to 

5 the iuelSTHADi PCU. The first editor uas ben IMLTTSL 

6 Hecentiy Sharon iBKAHLtYi becane the first uonen editor. 

S 

9 t (tote the reference to [AMSTWAj and the editors, in a 

14 fuii biwn version this page would probably Mice a reference 

11 tu [FUTURE! thereby giving an exit back to the booming of 

1! the file ) 



This would be a typical screen displaying the information on 8000 Plus we 

mentioned earlier. Note again the bracketted references to [AMSTRAD] 

[TAYLOR] and [BRADLEY]. 
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I Sharon Hi aradiey recently succeeded Steve [PftTliMl] as the 
] first fenale ed of the 18W* PLUS). Sharon ( or Hi to her 

4 friends ) obtained her ' Meaning of life, the universe and 
s everything ' PhD froe. tne university of life. She is not* 
b researching into ' My aii PCU users do not read the 89M 

7 PLUS '. Her secret anbition is to be a busker and her 

8 long ter* am is to replace Margaret Thatcher as Prme 

5 Minister . As leader of the Met* PLUS party she intends 
1* to legislate that the Magazine is read by a" 
11 for none compliance - a severe over t '" 
11 articles 



read bg all. the penalty 
r dose of [LOCOScSlPT] 



Sharon the Ed being edited by Ed the FORTH! 

( Thank you for revealing my secret desires to the entire nation, Bill. 

I think I'm going to be sick. Ed) 

When we enter any key word now, like AMSTRAD 
<ENTER>, the relevant screen will be displayed. Although 
I have simplified the procedure slightly, there is not much 
more to it than that. 

Can you now see the possibilities of using this system 
for tutorials? Choose a subject: history, a computer 
language (think how easy it would be using FLIPPER. With 
a C tutorial and a C implementation loaded, you could flip 
between the two), accounting, a town guide - the list is 
endless. Because FORTH is a compiler, you can translate 
your money-making ideas into stand-alone programs and 
market them. 

I have just returned to the keyboard after a DIY 
session in my semi-detached suburban house, I hit my 
thumb with a hammer and uttered a curse, my son, a 
bright lad, repeated the word and received a clip, 
because for thousands of years the meaning of that word 
has been defined. ■ 



The Byte Word 



There are not many versions of FORTH available for the PCW but 
HiSoft make up for this deficiency with HIFORTH. In addition to the 
basic implementation, it comes with a stack of goodies in the way of 
add-on libraries: 

GSX Library: ideal for illustrations, graphs and games. 

Utility Library: this contains predefined words such as 2ARRAY that 
make it easy to construct two dimensional arrays. 

Assemble Library: this facility allows you to create assembler code 
that can be integrated with FORTH code.CPM library: with this library 
you have direct access to the BDOS within CP/M. 

Printer Library: printed output is a piece of cake. This library has a 
multitude of predefined words to permit enlarged, italic, condensed print. 
Overall this is an excellent and powerful implementation spoiled by a 
rather thin manual. HIFORTH costs £19.95 inclusive and can be 
purchased direct from: 

HISoft, The Old School, Greenfield, BEDFORD, MK45 5DE 



Tel: 0525 718181 

There are a number of versions available in the PD libraries, but it 
would be advisable to contact the library concerned for an up to date 
copy of the catalogue. You should also note that some programs in the 
PD have to be modified for use on a PCW. PD software is available for 
a few pounds' copying fee and a disc supplied by you. 

The Public Domain Software Library, Winscombe House, 
Beacon Road, Crowborough, Sussex, TN6 1UL 
Tel: 0892 663298. 

I have produced an on-line FORTH tutorial, used within the FORTH 
environment and is full of hints, tips and examples. This can be 
obtained from me for £6.00 plus a formatted disc (please let me know if 
it is required for the A or B drive). 



Bill Peebles, 5 Gore 
Tel: 0429 820029 



Hill, THORNLEY, Co Durham, DN6 3DT. 
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THURSTON TECHNIQUES 



*NEW - FoneMate - 706K disc. Includes the Font-Male LocoFile for Personal and Business 
records to merge with many pre-dcsipned LocoMail files that automatically produce label and list 
options for you. LocoFile of National telephone codes and exchanges with Merge List options. 
Diary, 5 year calendar, appointment diaries etc. For 8512/9512. 

*NEW - XWorder - For compiling crosswords in LocoScript 1 or 2. All PCWs. 20 choices of 
crossword grids and accompanying clue numbering. Includes a £20 PRIZE Cryptic Crossword 
compiled by Brian Thurston. 




*** LOCOSCRIPT USERS ** * 

A 706K disc of 133 files comprising over 700 Options for the PCW8512. 
Includes LocoMail* and LocoChar features and all files described below. 

a showcase for the features of LocoScript" cWithAPCW Sept '87 
extremely professional, a worthwhile purchase" Your Amstrad PCW Dec '87 
excellent, instructions are precise and well presented" APCW Mag Aug '87 
'no Locoscripter should be without one" 8000 Plus June '89. 



TempDisc8.2 £19.95 



PC Versions of 

TempDisc with LocoFile 

features added are 

expected to be 
completed in March 



A Double Density disc with 133 files (706k) for LocoScript 2. It 

includes LocoMail* and LocoChar features. All Discs ordered direct are personalised. 

♦ GENERAL: Lifetime diary* (to yr 2100!), 2 yr calendar, agenda, minutes, 5 label choices*, envelopes* (inc. 
New designed 1st Class, AirMail, Private, Personal etc), disc labels, menu, order form, organiser/planner 
templates, compliments, choice of 13 instant letterheads. 

♦ FINANCE & FIGUREWORK: Invoices", statement', calculator*, spreadsheet layouts', metric convenor file*, 
payment advice*, annual statement of account. 

♦ WRITERS: Authors, script layouts for film, TV and stage. Crossword layout. 

♦ LISTS & FORMS: School marking chart, weekly diary, inventory, appointment diary, shipping doc, production 
schedule, personal file, c.v., will, template with 9 choices of vertical lined layouts (simply add your own 
headings). Pedigree Chart. 

♦ SOCIAL & SPORTS: Star signs, family tree, automatic fixture lists', KO draw and chart', first day cover*, 
tickets*, party invitations, league tables, apology for abysmal behaviour at a party, screen-art and d.i.y., New 
LocoChar Artset. 

♦ LOCOSCRIPT FILES: Template. Std with prepared Stock Layouts, Pitch guide, Settings. Std with 10 pre-set 
choices, ingenious use of Phrases. Std files. 

♦ CHRISTMAS: Cards, New envelopes with Christmas designs, bordered greetings, Christmas header, and 
these Christmas LocoCharacters. 



GTKI 



for LocoScript 1 
for LocoScript 2 
PCW 9512 owners 



ijs. ^ tt * m ^ lit: -:«& d> -§£ *^ 

Other versions (with file variations) of TempDisc: 

- TempDisc 1 - dbl sided drive A £17.95 

- TempDisc 2 - dbl sided drive A £1 7.95 

- TempDisc 9 - dbl density drive A £19.95 

TempDisc Upgrades £7.50. Updates £6. 5 1/4" drive B disc versions available 



TempMate (Design Copyright Sept 1986) 
MARGINS, TABULATION AND LINE POSITIONING 

Get them right first time! 

Suitable for all word processing. Versions for all character pitch sizes, for 
'Landscape' printing and mini planner TempMates. PCW 8256/8512 users 
should ask for the Standard version. Place the grid over your form or 
letterhead and correct positions for Margins, Tabulation and Lines are clearly 
indicated. It's so simple it doesn't need further explanation! 
"like many simple things extremely useful" BBC CEEFAX. 
"excellent" Comp. WAPCW Sept 1987. "wonderfully simple idea" 

Your APCW Jan 1987. 
"excellent, there are a number of word processing aids of this kind on the 
market but this is the best I have seen" APCW Aug 1987. 
"right place first time think of all those trees you could save" 8000 Plus Dec 1 986. 

WORD PROCESSING RULER 
The Page Boy word processing ruler is a clear PVC ruler which measures 
characters per inch at 17, 15, 12, 10, 5 (10d), 6 & 7 1/2 and, lines per inch at 
5, 6, 7 1/2 and 8. It also includes a centimetre line and the '10' line doubles as 
an inch measure. In total it has 13 options. 

TT PATIENCE - Solo Card Games 
Six games of playing card patience. YAPCW said "ingenious and highly 
addictive" Top marks from 8000 Plus for "addictiveness". Includes an 
emergency 'cover-up' in case the milkman interrupts you! 

The Writer's Disc for LocoFile Users 
WordDisc A 706K disc. Templates for authors and for stage, T.V. and film 
script writers with SYNONYMS file of over 39,000 words. 

TempMate £4.95 TT Patience £14.95 

Page Boy £2.45 WordDisc £15.95 

TempMate & Page Boy £6.45 "New XWORDER £14.95 

2 TempMates £7.00 'New FONEMATE £15.95 

Quantity and trade prices on request. Retail, schools and local authority enquiries welcome. 
All prices include VAT and UK Post and Packing. 48 hour despatch. 



is zxmhf Terras, Thurston Techniques 

•Exrvmth FREEPOST 

Exmouth. Devon, EX8 2YZ. 
msm 0395 277496 

PCl (Fax 0395 272693) 



800K DISC CAPACITY FOR PCWS 

THE BIG BYTE SOLUTION! 



If you are thinking of another 3" drive for your Amstrad think again! Because the 5.25" sec- 
ond drive from Pace offers so much more: 

• Lower price • Massive 800K capacity* • Simple plug in connection 

• Free utilities disc • Uses Cheaper 5.25" floppy discs • Unmatched Pace Quality. 

The addition of a Pace large capacity drive enables access to a host of CPM software 
available on the 5.25" format. Every disc drive comes complete with free utilities on disc, 
one of which will enable text files created on an IBM under MSDOS to be read and written 
to on all Amstrad PCWs. 

Pace disc drives are renowned for 
their high quality, and are specified 
exclusively by many educational 
establishments. Built to last, they 
feature precision mechanisms and 
all-metal cases to ensure the high- 
est levels of data integrity. 



Available from: 

• Future Publishing 0458 74011 • Harlow Computer Centre 0279 22846 • Amstrad User Group 091 510 8787 
11« Cyca 01 700 4004 • Silicon City 0209 891141 • Micro Tyne 091 261 4088 

• West of Britain Business Services 0558 823782 • Timatic Systems 0329 239953 • R.S.C. 0923 243301 




A\V 



Export Orders Welcome 



MARKETING Ltd. 



1 7 STAPLE TYE, HARLOW 
ESSEX CM18 7LX 



TEL: (0279) 452733 
FAX: (0279) 37216 



[Advertising— Architecture— Artwork— Booklets— Brochures— Business Cards— Cartoons— Catalog ues- 
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IF ONE PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 
THINK WHAT YOU CAN SAY WITH 
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• GRAPHICS • FONT DESIGN * PRINTING 
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STOP PRESS "MicroDesign II takes over where Stop Press leaves off. 
There is no chance of Stop Press being upgraded to compete with 
MicroDesign pryiw and in fact there would be little point: there is just too 
much ground torrlake up.. .it would make little sense to choose Stop Press. 
MicroDesign) II- would win out for the printer support alone". 

THE ACCOLADES "They have introduced a desktop publishing program 
whicrjsulpasses anything else., the last word in the development of text and 
graphics manipulation for the ubiquitous PCW." "Does almost everything 
better," "This beats the lot." "The results are superb." "Brilliant and 

"^-sophisticated." "Beats the opposition hands down." "The Rolls Royce of 

£ PCSN desk-top publishing." 

Read what the Reviewers have to say /^ x QUOTAHOMS FROM: The Guardian; 8000 Plus; Amstrad PCW; Micro 

"New lease of Life tor the PCW" (* J| ' Corr>Outer>Mart; New Computer Express. 

THE MANUAL "Is clear, concise and refrains from using terms whic^mighM /^^TYPESETTING • TEXT EDITING • PAGE LAYOUT 

confuse the first time user . Comprehensive, immensely friendly 'and will 
lead you where you want to go" " An excellent manual. ..which/5orvtaios a * 
clear and well set-out tutorial guide, as well as a full reference section''. 1 

USE "It takes about an hour o . 

MicroDesign". "The most un-artistic user should be ableHp produce <basicv 
illustrations." "MicroDesign has been creat " 1 ■* J **" th^-^"-"' i" ™*< " 
"The program is meant for grassroots users 

FEATURES "It does everything you are likely to n^ed in designing and 
laying-out your artwork". "With normal typingskills any document can be 
made to look attractive." "An important feature^of Ifie program is auto-flow 
around graphics... the text you enter wilKautomatically flo^ around the 
picture." "The impressive way (it) copes wfth tfcxt." "There's speed like you 
wouldn't believe possible from the PCW""Very fast - puts rivals to shame." 
"(They) have thought of everything." ( ' J ) 

PRINTING "The print quality, even from the PCW printer, knocks spots off 
the competition." "Output is extraordinarily good" "...found it hard to believe. 
The quality was far in excess of my hopes." "...the high graphics resolution 
produces higher quality text even from the standard printer." "....extremely 
high resolution printouts which set the software apart from its competition". 



VRuns on the PCW8256, PCW 8512 and the PCW 9512. Fully compatible 
s- / !^Wi ,n *i' es * rorn LocoScript 2, Protext, Wordstar, AMX Stop Press, The 

r so to getj)n spea^ng^terms^Ui / Desktop Publisher, Mini-Office Professional, Rombo Vidi Digitiser, Ma; 

Scan and other PCW software packages. 



There has never been a better time to invest in a Dot Matrix Printer 



9 and 24 PIN DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 
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We have researched budget printers for you and STAR is the outright 
winner with Panasonic the only close contender. We rejected Amstrad, 
Brother, Citizen, Epson (reliability) and NEC (jamming). The STAR LC-10 
was voted 'Best Dot Matrix Printer' by What Micro and 8000 Plus. The Star 
LC24-10 was chosen by the PC Independent Users Club and PC Plus. 

• STAR LC-10 Multifont 9 pin 144cps draft, 36cps NLQ(£140+) = £161.00 

• STAR LC-10 II New, faster. 180cps draft, 45cps NLQ(£160+) = £184.00 

• STAR LC-10 Colour (7 colours, including black) 144cps/36cps 

Fully compatible with MicroDesign II (£175+) = £201.25 

• STAR LC24-10 Superb 24 pin 170cps/57cps LQ (£199 +) = £228.85 

• STAR LC24-15. A3 landscape, 200cps , 

67cps LQ (£330+) = £379.50 

NB printer cables required. 8256/8512 owners will require an interface and 
will usually require LocoScript 2. All PCW's may require Printer Drivers 
(Booklet on request). Please note that Panasonic's otherwise excellent 
KX-P1124 has compatibility problems please telephone us before 
considering this printer. 



PERIPHERALS AND ACCESSORIES 



PRINTER CABLES. Top Quality PCW9512 to Star etc (Centronics) . £7.95 
PCW 8256/8512 (interface required) to Star etc Centronics Printer ...£9.95 
RIBBONS (including VAT, P&P) LC-10 £4.60; 5 + £4.30. LC-10 Colour 
£6.90; 5 + £6.20 (also takes black for economy): LC24-10/LC24-15 £5.75; 
5 + £5.25. 

AUTO Cut Sheet Feeder LC-10, LC-10C, LC24-10 (£60 +) ■ £69.00 

BBD Dust Covers (incl) 8256/8512 (grey 3pc):£11.45: 9512 (ivory 3pc).... £13.45 

Star LC-10, LC-10C, LC24-10, LC24-15 (state grey or ivory) £5.50 

INTERFACES Parallel /Serial for PCW8256/8512 printer etc connection 

SCA Professional. Highly regarded, full featured (£40.87+) =£47.00 

SCA Prof Plus. As above + real time clock/calendar (£50+) = £57.50 

AMSTRAD CPS8256 (while stocks last) (£40.87 + VAT) = £47.00 

MASTER SCAN Optical scanner attaches to 8256/8512 printer head. 
Digitises most pictures to save for Graphics 

and DTP programs (£46.04) =£52.95 

MASTER PAINT Graphics package £13.95 With AMX MOUSE ...£57.50 

MASTER PACK Master Scan + Paint £55.95. With AMX MOUSE ..£97.50 
AMX MOUSE (includes interface with through connector) ""£44.50 



, Master 



Gives high quality printed output using the PCW 8256/8512 dot matrix 
printer. Speed and quality are improved with an external 9 pin printer. 
Highest quality and speed are achieved using 24 pin, or laser printer. 
MicroDesign II also supports the Star LC-10C Colour Printer. Supports both 
the AMX and Kempston mouse systems. 

Huge range of Fonts, Typestyles and Typesetting functions. Extensive range 
of Graphic Art and Design facilities. 



MICRODESIGN II (£36.52 + VAT) = 

With AMX Mouse and Interface (£71 .30 + VAT) = £82.00 

We will beat any lower price providing the advertiser has 

stocks 



£42 



Your PCW 8256 will need a Memory Upgrade for high resolution 
printing 



MEMORY UPGRADES 



Upgrade your PCW 8256 memory to 51 2K with our best selling kit. 
Almost an essential for MicroDesign II and Locoscript 2 + disc copying. 

Our simple instructions assume no prior knowledge, experience, or skills. 
We supply TOP QUALITY chips jig preformed for ease of insertion. NO 
BENDING REQUIRED, plus a 'Practice' chip. Simply 'Plug in & Go' 
* PCW 8256 256K Memory Upgrade kit to 512K (£30.39 +) = £34.95 

SAVE £5 ON ABOVE WHEN PURCHASING A DRIVE 



PCW DRIVES 



3" Brand New AMSTRAD/PANASONIC internal fitting 1 mb (720K formatted) 
drives using CF2 discs, with simple DIY instructions. Just "Plug in & Go" 
The FD2 (black front panel) and FD4 (ivory panel) are otherwise identical. 

• FD4 second drive for PCW 8256 and PCW 9512 (£107.87 +) = £124 

• FD2 second drive for PCW 8256 (as available) (£120.87 +) = £139 

• NEW FD1 for PCW 8256/8512 drive A replacement (£86.09 +) = £99 

• NEW FD4 for PCW 9512 drive A replacement (£103.48 +) = £119 

5 1 '4" PACE external 40/80 track self powered drive for data transfer 

between PCs and all PCWs, using TDOS software supplied (£11 6.52 +) =£1 34 



SOFTWARE 



LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE. All new stock. Prices include VAT 
For the PCW 8256/851 2 

Printer Drivers Disc 

(+CharKit) £17.95 

24 Pin Printer Drivers £20.95 

LocoFont Set 1 £16.95 

LocFont Set 2 £12.95 



• •• 



LocoScript 2 £21.50 

Locospell 2 £17.45 

LocoScript 2 + LocoSpell £27.95 

LocoMail £24.50 

LocoFile £22.95 

LOCOFILE + LOCOMAIL - £42.50 *** 



For the PCW 9512 

Printer Drivers Disc 
(+Charkit) 



..£17.95 



24 Pin Printer Drivers . 
LocoFile 



..£20.95 
..£22.95 



For all PCWs: Locofont 24 Text £23.50. Locofont 24 Display £23.50. 



Minimum order £10. Next day Courier Delivery £8. 
Bold prices include VAT and UK post, normally by return. 
Send cheques/Money orders; or Pic/LA/Govt orders to: 

SILICON CITY 

Dept 8, Wheal Rose, Redruth, 

Cornwall TR1 6 5DR 

Access Visa orders: Telephone 0209 891141 

(Coolchance Ltd) 
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LANGFORD 



POST DECADE 
MISCELLANY 



Having recently returned from a 
longish trip to the northwest USA 
as guest of a science fiction 
convention, I planned to write an 
in-depth analysis of the PCW 
market over there. Here's a 
complete transcript of my 
research notes.... 

DL: "How popular is the 
Amstrad PCW in these parts?" 
Many American Literary Persons: 
"What the hell's a PCW?" 

Half of them own IBMs and 
half use the incredibly expensive 
(at least in Britain) Macintosh. 
Although the statistics show that a 
tiny band of American PCW users 
does exist, they seem as difficult 
to trace as that statistically 
common family with 2.4 children. 

Over there, it appears, the 
PCW came on the scene too late: 
makers of cheap IBM clones had 
carved up the penurious end of 
the market in a bloodbath of price- 
cutting which we didn't see here 
until much more recently. End of 
in-depth analysis. 

8 or 9? 

The cover says February, you're 
probably reading this in January, 
and I'm writing at the height of the 
Xmas horror: we SF fans who've 
spent our lives reading about time 
distortions always feel right at 
home in publishing. 

So, as I write, fond relatives 
are still ordering software for the 
family PCW addict and failing to 
specify whether the computer is 
an 8256, 8512 or 9512. (Let's 
draw a veil over those who fail to 
mention that it's actually, ahem, a 
CPC 464.) Indeed this happens all 
year round, and often it's the 
computer owners themselves who 
don't choose to reveal intimate 
facts like model numbers to 
strange software dealers. 

Of course it's frustrating to 
receive a disc which won't start up 
your machine or can't even be 
read on it. No disc which starts up 



the 8256/8512 will do so for the 
9512 or vice-versa, and inevitably 
the 951 2's 720K discs remain 
inscrutable to 8256 owners. My 
own outfit, Ansible, reckons that 
the best guess is to send a 180K 
disc for the 8256/8512, with a note 
explaining that 9512 owners 
should either (a) copy the 
programs to a 951 2 CP/M start-up 
disc as so simply and beautifully 
described in the manual, or (b) 
send it back for recopying. To save 
their supplier from idle hours of 
staring out of the window, most 
people choose (b). 

So... do remember to mention 
your machine model when 
ordering programs or dropping 
tactful hints to relatives. I admit 
that sensitive, intelligent 8000 
Plus readers rarely need this 
exhortation. Ansible's main quarrel 
is with uncultured chaps who 
forget to state the machine 
number, sign the cheque, etc., and 
then make witty remarks like: 
"Don't waste my valuable time with 
questions — it's your job to get 
these things right." 
Another problem I have to explain 
from time to time concerns the 
exact meaning of "free space" on 
a disc. The awkwardness doesn't 
arise if you only ever use 
LocoScript, or if you never use it at 
all, or if you keep separate 
working discs for LocoScript 
documents and other files. But if 
you put Loco files on the same 
disc as those produced by CP/M 
programs (perfectly legitimate, but 
see below), you'll sooner or later 
meet the Great Disc-Full Paradox. 

"100k free", says the Disc 
Manager menu in LocoScript. Who 
could disbelieve it? "No room on 
disc," insists an otherwise 
apparently reliable CP/M program. 
"ERROR: DISK WRITE NO DATA 
BLOCK - A:DOCUMENT.$$$", 
reports CP/M's dear old user- 
friendly PIP, which is its way 
of saying, "No room on the 




disc, squire." 

Old hands at the PCW 
game will already be wearing 
knowing smiles. This is all to do 
with the dark mysteries of 
LocoScript "groups". 

Groups started as a CP/M 
idea for letting a number of 
different users, or groups of users, 
each have their own "private area" 
of a disc. When you type DIR in 
CP/M you normally get a directory 
of Group (zero), and most 
people vaguely think that only 
LocoScript can see Groups 1 to 7. 

Disc full or not? 

In the old days, user number 1 
would type USER 1 in CP/M, and 
the A> prompt would change to 
1 A>, and he or she would have 
access to all the Group 1 files. In 
fact this still works in CP/M on the 
PCW. Enter USER 7 and then 
DIR, and you get a listing of the 
Group 7 files. 

CP/M doesn't stop there; the 
USER group numbers go up to 15. 
This is where complications 
appear. Loco uses Groups 8 to 15 
solely for Limbo files. When a 
Group file is erased or edited, 
the old version is simply relabelled 
as being in Group 8 and can (as 
we know) be hauled back. 

The Limbo groups aren't 



counted in LocoScript's 
calculations of free disc space: 
files there are living on borrowed 
time, and Loco will erase them 
"properly" the moment it wants 
the space. 

To CP/M, though, Groups 8 to 
1 5 contain ordinary files with an 
equal right to live. A much-used 
Loco disc will have a crowded 
Limbo area and will look pretty 
full to CP/M. 

These different views of the 
higher-numbered groups explain 
the cryptic warnings in manuals: 
stick in a CP/M disc containing a 
needed file which happens to be 
in Group 15, and LocoScript might 
liquidate it as an expendable 
resident of Limbo. But who 
these days uses the groups, 
except in LocoScript? 

Finally, the obvious solution. 
When you want a CP/M program 
to write text to a Loco document 
disc (perhaps for later "Insert 
ASCII" inclusion into a Loco file), 
first select Loco's "Show Limbo" 
option and erase some suitably 
unwanted-looking Limbo files from 
the revealed list. 

Another solution: you could 
always have saved the CP/M 
program output on a freshly 
formatted disc, but where's the 
technocratic fun in that? ■ 
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Distinctly DigitaS 2 



Cleverly written and always favourably reviewed in the press, 

Digita produces a range of powerful, low cost software for the home and business user. 



DGCALC 



The fastest and most powerful spreadsheet available in this 
price bracket, with 512 rows by 52 columns, giving you up to 
26624 cells. As with all Digita products, the operation of the 
program is clearly thought out. Being either menu, mouse or 
command driven you'll be able to start using it within minutes 
- even if you've never used a spreadsheet before. Some of 
the features which make it such good value are the exporting 
of ASCII files for integration with other programs, adjustable 
column width and text overflow, programmable function keys 
(macros}, and a unique windowing facility, so that you can 
look at different parts of a sheet at the same time.- _ _ ^ _ 

£39.95 



E-TYPE 



Do you ever have to print names and addresses at awkward 
places on envelopes, or do you ever need to f i II in tricky 
forms or invoices where the text has to be in exactly the right 
piace? Usually you have to do it by hand, or get your trusty 
old typewriter out of the cupboard and dust it off. Well not 
anymore. The Emulated TYPEwriter transforms your 
computer and printer into a fully fledged typewriter, 
supporting bold, underline, italic and other type-styles. 
Because it can display and print text INSTANTLY you can line 
up your form, press Return and Space a few times to move to 
the correct place, and then start typing. Alternatively you can 
switch to line-by-line mode, which offers word-wrap, 
justification and proportional spacing, so that you can edit 
each line before it's printed. _ ,__ __ 

£39.95 



PERSONAL TAX PLANNER 



Are you absolutely sure your taxman is doing his job 
correctly? Plan your own tax with ease, this menu-driven 
program will calculate your income tax liability (4 tax years 
included) and provide pertinent facts about your tax position. 
You can perform 'what-if ?' calculation to discover ways to 
minimise yourtax liability, in fact, the program will advise 
you on things such as, if you are a married man, whether it 
would be advantageous to have your wife's income taxed 
separately or not. At this price who knows, you will probably 
find that PTP will pay for itself in tax savings the first time you 
use itl 

" STOP PRESS " 
July 89 - PTP user receives tax refund of over E2,0001! 



£39.95 



PROFESSIONAL TAX 



An advanced version of Personal Tax, designed for the 
Accountant or financial adviser. The program will achieve 
better handling of tax compliance work, eliminate tedious 
manual calculations, remove simple human errors and 
standardise tax work. Features includes * Automatic 
calculation of income department allowances and restrictions 
forceilings on reliefs. * Tax calculation key to enter basic 
rate tax deductions * Calculation of: Capital Gains tax, car 
benefits, tax on Life Assurance gains (with top slicing relief), 
tax on compensation on termination of employment (with top 
slicing relief) * Form 930 production 'Assessments 
summary for agreement with Revenue assessments ' Tax 
Pay m en,da,e, £396.75 



HOME ACCOUNTS 



Ideal for both home users and small business. Simple to use, 
this package will keep track of all your finances and cater for 
10 types of income (e.g. Bank, credit card) and 60 types of 
expenditure (e.g. rates, mortgage, gas, food), with optional 
budgeting and forecasting. The program will handle Stanctiti 
Orders and Direct Debits, and automatically warn if fQbfll 
example, Bank charges are likely, or if you haveexcWC 
your credit limit. With the comprehensive reporting 
graphics facilities you can even produce your own nu 
Bank/Credit card statements 1 Once you've us 
Accounts, you'll wonder how you ever II 
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£29.95 
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MAILSHOT 



If you ever need to send out mailings or print labels, you 
know howfiddly and time-consuming it can be making sure 
all the labels are printed correctly. Weli now all that's a thing 
of the past. Because Mailshot actually shows you the labels 
on screen, you can type names and addresses in exactly the 
correct place. But more than that, the labels are animated on 
screen as a continuous sheet, allowing you to scroll 
backwards and forwards, to search for particular keywords or 
to edit entries with the minimum of fuss. Facilities include 
searching, detection of duplicate labels, sorting (even 
surname!) 9 labels across, 999 copies of any label. This has 
to be the simplest and most effective method of creating a 
mailshot available. *.— - — - 

£34.95 



FINAL ACCOUNTS 



The program will take information prepared by Cashbook 
Controller and produce a complete set of accounts i ncludi ng: 
" Trial Balance * Trading and Profit and Loss Account 
' Balance Sheet * Notes to the Accounts 
* Full Accounting ratios. 
All reports may be produced at any time, with 
comparative/budget figures if required. The facility to 
produce these documents quickly, accurately, and regularly 
is of enormous help in running any business, large or small, 
since one shows the true profitability achieved, and the other 
the exact strength of the business m terms of assets and 
liabilities. ___ __ 

£29.95 
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MAILSHOT PLUS I CASHBOOK COMBO 



Advanced version of Mailshot for the business user with the 

following extra facilities: 

' integration with other software (using ASCII files) 

* column/tabulated summary (ideal for telephone lists, etc) 

' 4 extra memo lines per label (with defaults) ' system for 

coding, dating and adding messages to each label 

' different layouts available for horizontal and vertical 

justification. Mg gg 



DAY-BY-DAY 



Money saving combination pack featuring both Cashbook 
Controller and Final Accounts - Save £10.00. -._ _ _ _ 

£69.96 



DGPAYROLL PLUS 



As per DGPayroll, but designed for the larger business with 
facilities for up to 999 employees. Additional features include 
a comprehensive report generator and historical files. 
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£149.95 



An excellent way to get organised. With it you'll be reminded 
of birthdays and other anniversaries, meetings and 
appointments, phone calls to make and so on. As with all 
Digita products, inputting information is simplicity itself and, 
once entered, you can search for keywords or for particular 
events such as birthdays to see when one is coming up. 
Includes month/week/day planner, automatic reminders for 
overdue appointments, month and week summary at a 
glance. For less than £30 this is the ideal way to make sure 
you never miss that important occasion again! _ 

£29.95 
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CLASSIC INVADERS 



Escape from executive stress with the classic space invader 

£14.95 
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Available to the trade from: Digita, GEM, Greyhound, 
HB Marketing, Lazer, Leisuresoft, R & R, SDL. 



&9.9S 



hsDIGITA 

I ^^INTERNATIONAL 

"Serious software at a sensible price" 

H All software written in the UK. Prices include VAT & P & P (add £2.00 for | >or1 



HOW TO ORDI 



CREDIT CAR DTLINE 



O 0395 270273 

Post: Digita International Ltd 
Black Horse House 
Exmouth Devon 
IAS IJLEn|and 
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MASTERMIND 

By Mr R A Phipps 



Way back when in the Seventies, 
there was a game which caused 
quite a stir throughout the country. 
Mastermind. The one with the bald 
bearded chap on the front of the box and the 
coloured pegs which got lost under chairs and 
pets. This is what we bring to you as first 
offering in this month's Listings. 

A relatively short listing for what it does, 
Mr Phipp's program contains all of the factors 
which made the original so addictive, 
frustrating and enjoyable. 

Due to the PCW's graphic limitations, we 
have to do without the coloured pegs. Instead 
we make do with the letters A,B,C,D,E,F,G. 



The idea of the game is simple. The computer 
chooses four of the seven letters in any order 
and you have eight attempts to guess the 
selection. The PCW can, of course, choose 
the same letter four times - so watch out. To 
give you a rough guide for your logical choice, 
there are two clues. You are told if you have 
made a match - right letter in right place - or 
a mismatch - right letter wrong place. From 
there, you extrapolate the big picture. You 
have eight attempts to do this, and remember, 
once a letter has been typed in at the 
keyboard, it cannot be changed. 

The programming itself is a picture of 
concision and planning. The various boxes 
which appear on the screen are achieved by 
way of user functions (FNpos$ for example) 
which are defined early on in the program 
within lines 50-70. 

The main game loop begins in line 140 
and ends in line 370. Within this 
WHILE. ...WEND loop is a subsidiary loop 
beginning in line 210 and ending in line 300 
which may be considered as the Guess loop. 
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To pack all this into the space which Mr 
Phipps has used, without using machine 
code, is an impressive feat to say the least. 
The documentation which was provided also 
made life at Listings Plus that bit easier. So, 
all round well dones and have a good game. 




10 


a$ = " MASTER MIND ": b$="is a trade mark": cS="of Invlcta Plastics Ltd" 


2124 


20 


RANDOMIZE PEEK (64504 !) : play=l 


0EF4 


30 


bel$=CHR$<7) : esc$=CHRS (27 ) : cls$=esc$+" E" +esc$+" H" 


12DC 


40 


PRINT cls$; esc$+"0" 


08F6 


50 


DEF FNposS (r , c ) =esc$+" Y" +CHRS (31+r>+CHR$ (31+c) 


135D 


60 


DEF FNmes$(r, c, w, s, a$ ) =FNpos$ (r , c) +SPACES (s) +a$+SPACES (w-s-LEN (a$ ) ) 


1EB1 


70 


DEF FNrowS (r,c,e,w,f, g)=FNpos$ (r, c)+CHR$ (e)+STRING$ <w, CHR$ (f ) ) +CHRS (g) 


1F82 


8 


PRINT FNposS (2, 2) ; STRINGS (13, 95) 'Title display 


16C8 


90 


PRINT FNposS (3, 2) ; esc$ + " p" +a$+escS + "'q" 


10FF 


100 


PRINT FNpos$(29,61> ; a$; b$: PRINT FNposS (30 , 64 >; c$ "Trade mark 


1CB3 


110 


GOSUB 380: GOSUB 380: GOSUB 380 '3 fixed boxes 


16DB 


120 


FOR i=0 TO 1: FOR r=7 TO 12: READ aS ; s=-13*(r=8 OR r=ll) 


178D 


130 


PRINT FNmes$(r-15*(aS="" ) , 60*i+2, 14*(i+l) ,s, aS) : NEXT r,i 


1782 


140 


WHILE play: RESTORE 550: GOSUB 380: GOSUB 380: GOSUB 380 'Main table 


21A7 


150 


n=l: win=0: s=0 


06AB 


160 


FOR 1=1 TO 4 


06A3 


170 


code(i>=65+FIX(RND*7) : PRINT FNmesS (3 , 3*i+24 , 1 , , " ?" ) 


16B9 


180 


NEXT i 


047C 


The groundwork is laid with screen clear routines, randomization, and bell (or rather beeps) being set in motion. 
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190 PRINT FNmes$<3, 44, 7, 0, "MARKING") : 

200 a$<l)="Type guess now" : a$ <2) =" " : GOSUB 430 



mis=0 
mS="ABCDEFG" 



210 WHILE n<9 AND win=0: mat=0: 

220 FOR i=l TO 4: k <i ) =code Ci ) : 

230 PRINT FNposS <3*n+4, 3*1+24) ; 

240 GOSUB 450: ges<i)=a 

250 IF ges<i)=k<i) THEN mat=mat+l: ges<l)=0: k<i)=-l 

260 NEXT i: PRINT FNposS <4+n*3, 41) ; "Matches :" USING " ##" ; mat 

270 FOR 1=1 TO 4: FOR j=l TO 4 

280 IF ges<j)=k<i) THEN mis=mis+l: ges<j)=0: k(i)=-l 

290 NEXT j,i: PRINT FNposS <5+n*3, 41 ) ; "Mismatches:" USING "##";mis 

300 win=<mat=4): n=n+l: WEND 



0FEA 
120A 
0FE6 
1231 
0D92 
09F1 
1656 
1A42 
0BDA 
169A 
1CBE 
0C94 



310 


FOR i=l TO 4: PRINT FNposS <3, 24+3*1 ); CHRS (code <i )) : NEXT i: s=2 


1AAC 


320 


WHILE win=-l: a$<l)="Win in": a$<2)=" attempts": GOSUB 430 


1966 


330 


PRINT FNposS < 15, 12) ; n-li win=l; WEND 


1298 


340 


WHILE win=0: aS(l)="8 attempts": aS<2)="Give up now": GOSUB 430: 


1E16 


350 


win=l: WEND: PRINT belS: FOR 1=1 TO 3000: NEXT i: PRINT belS 


1EE9 


360 


a$<l)="Play again?": a$<2)=" <y/n)": GOSUB 430: PRINT FNposS <16, 11) ; 


1D28 


370 


m$="YN": GOSUB 450: play=<a=89): WEND: PRINT escS+"l" j clsS: STOP 


1C9F 


380 


'SUB BOX 


0549 


390 


READ tlr, tic, brr, brc, h, v,cl, c2,c3,c4: w=brc-tlc-l 


18F3 


400 


PRINT FNrowS<tlr, tlc,cl, w, h,c2) 


1212 



es are defined and carried out here. 



410 
420 
430 
440 
450 
460 
470 
480 
490 
500 
510 
520 
530 
540 
550 
560 



FOR j=tlr+l TO brr-1: PRINT FNrowS < j , tic , v, w, 32 , v) : NEXT j 

PRINT FNrowS (brr, tic, c3 , w, h,c4) ; : RETURN 

' SUB MESSAGE 

FOR j = l TO 2: PRINT FNmesS <j +14 , 2 , 14 , s, a$ < j ) ) : NEXT j: RETURN 

1 SUB KEY 

aS="": WHILE a$="": WHILE a$="": a$=INKEY$: WEND 

a$=UPPER$<a$) : a=ASC<aS) 

IF INSTR<m$,a$)=0 THEN PRINT belS;: a$="" ELSE PRINT a$ ; 

WEND: RETURN 

DATA 6, 1,18,16,154,149,150,156,147,153,8,1,13,16,154,149 

DATA 151, 157, 151, 157,6,60, 12,90, 154, 149, 150, 156, 147, 153 

DATA " INSTRUCTIONS" ,"", "Guess the f our" ," letters from:-","" 

DATA "A B C D E F G", "MATCH : Correct letter in", "correct place" 

DATA ""."MISMATCH : Correct letter in" ," incorrect place","" 

DATA 1,23,31,54, 138, 133, 134, 140, 131, 137, 1,23,5,40, 138, 133 

DATA 134, 142, 135, 143,5,40,31,54, 138, 133, 143, 141, 139, 137 



1CA0 
17FF 
081B 
1D13 
053A 
128B 
097D 
19D6 
0936 
1142 
111F 
1E24 
1DC7 
1DE4 
115D 
1101 



How toType in Listings 



First you need to get Mallard BASIC up and running. Insert a copy of 
your CP/M disc. At the A> prompt type BASIC and press [ENTER]. 

BASIC is loaded when the A> disappears and is replaced by ok. 
You're now ready to type in the listings. Do this as they appear on the 
page, line by line. Don't type the four figure hex numbers at the end of 
every line as these relate to the Checksum program published in the 
November 1 988 issue. . . 

Typing errors are quite common, so check each line carefully. If 
you find a mistake before pressing [RETURN] simply cursor back to it 
and make the required correction using the [DEL] keys. If you realize 
that you've made a mistake after pressing [RETURN] you will need to 
type EDIT and the number of the offending line. You can then edit any 
errors in the same way as above. Once you're sure that all is correct, 
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press [RETURN]. The corrected line will be accpted into the program. 

When you've typed in all the lines and made any corrections, type 
LIST to print the entire program on the screen. If you want a copy sent 
to the printer, you will need to type LLIST. 

After making another line by line check you must save the 
program. Do this by typing SAVE" followed by a filename such as 
DRAW. You don't need to bother with the .BAS as BASIC assumes 
this. Make sure the filename is no longer than eight letters. 
Finally type RUN and wait. The chances are that the dreaded Syntax 
error in line so-and-so or some other message will appear. The line 
number might not be the exact place in which the error occurred but it 
will narrow down the search. Edit any errors and try again. If all else 
fails, go to the manual. 



3 1/2" DISK DRIVE 



• Low cost 'B' Drive 

• Low cost Disks 
The 3 1/2" Drive has become the Industry Standard. 
Now you can use it with your PCW, our low cost, top 
quality, easy to fit external drive does everything the 3" 'B' 
c'rive does, and your disk cost will be halved. 

Supplied in white casing, cabled and ready to use. 



3 l/ 2 " DISKS 
£1 EACH 



MEMORY UPGRADE 

FOR THE 8256 - £29.95 

Increase the memory 
capacity to 51212 



COMPACT MICROS 

177 Sunny side Lane, Otley Road, 

Bradford, West Yorkshire, BD3 OJB 

Tel: 0274 - 636652/ 640589 



ASTROLOGY for beginners 

Teach yourself astrology using your Amstrad 



Buy a Starter Pack comprising a simple program to calculate a 

horoscope, an introductory booklet and 2 self-teaching programs 

(how to interpret the horoscope). 

ONLY £12.50 No previous knowledge required 

For ALL Amstrads (CPC, PCW, PC, PPC) 

Payment by Access I Visa, Cheque, P.O. Please state make of 

computer or send s.a.e. (about 9"x7") for free catalogue giving 

details of our wide range of programs for PROFESSIONAL 

ASTROLOGERS including complete natal interpretations and 

forecasting. 

Also I CHING, GRAPHOLOGY, BIORHYTHMS, etc. 



ASTROCALC 

(Dept 8000) 67 Peascroft Road, Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts HP3 8ER England. Tel: 0442 51809 
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Ansiblelndex PLUS 

The classic Locoscript indexer is 
easier to use than ever before, and 
even more powerful. Ansiblelndex 
PLUS will index from your 
Locoscript documents: 

+ Words, phrases and inverted phrases 

+ Headings and sub-headings 

+ Themes and sub-themes 

* Choice of automatic alphabet sorting 

+ Cross-references 



We include AnsibleCheck ... the fast Locoscript word counter. 
Will count a whole document, several of them in one go ... or 
just a short section of text. (Also available separately: £19.95.) 
And the dreaded Grease is as galling as ever 

Price: £34.95 

We also supply A.I.Q. ... the UNIQUE random text program, 
with results that are (always) uncannily lifelike and (usually) 
funny. Nothing else on the Amstrad PCW can compare with this! 
Price: £29.95 

Request our info sheet for more details. All Ansible software 
comes with a manual written in plain English. The prices 
shown include VAT, postage and after-sales support. No extras! 

N.B. When ordering, please tell us which PCW model you use. 

ANSIBLE INFORMATION 

94 London Road 

Reading Berkshire, RG1 5AU, England 

TEL: 0672 62576 



ADVANTAGE 





WORD-SPREAD-BASES 



WORD PROCESSOR £5.95 Powerful WordStar -like editor with full 
block operations, windowing, automatic horizontal scroll, macro 
functions, word-wrap, formatting, pagination, find/replace, 
pagination, undelete and many user options, 

SPREADSHEET £5.95 For home accounts, mortgage repayments, 
business transactions. 60 rows by 26 columns, menu-driven, enter 
text, numeric value or calculation. Print facility. 
DATABASE £5.95 Relational database with reports generator. Uses 
free format query language with macros and commands plus on-line 
help. A good introduction to the concept of databases. Comes with a 
useful Inventory Database. 

KEYBASE II £5.95 A commercial menu-driven database released as 
Shareware - register with the author for the full version. 15 fields and 
128 records out of 32000 - more than enough to set up a simple 
database. Ideal for cataloguing collections. "Well designed, simple to 
use and it works" - 8000 Plus 



HOME & BUSINESS 



THE DESKMASTER £5.95 A suite of programs comprising a Desk- 
Top Appointments Calendar, Calculator, Memo-writer, Card-file 
Database. Label Printer, Home Accounts, Mortgage Calculator. 
Weather Forecaster and UNERASE for the M drive, 
HOME VIDEO £5.95 Keep track of your video collection with this 
purpose built program. Offers four Sort Options and Forms 
Management System for printing out the data in order of title 
number, video number, global alphabetic or unique. 
HOME INVENTORY/HOME INSURANCE £5,95 Record your assets 
and their value eg. for contents insurance, monitoring your spending, 
valuing your stamp collection, simple stock taking. 
LETAFONT £5.95 Fed up with the characters on your PCW screen? 
With Letafont you can see a wide variety of new ones, change the look 
of programs, print out text in different styles and alter any of the 16 
fonts provided using the LETA-EDIT program - design your own 
character set! 

KERMIT & FRIENDS £5.95 for data transfer between computers 
(local and remote), access to databases, bulletin boards. Viewdata, 
Prestel. Kermit, UkModem7, MEX & Comms utilities. 
STD CODEBOOK £5.95 Text files containing lists of all the UK 
STD codes and corresponding exchange names. Listed in 
numeric order of STD codes and alphabetical exchanges. 
NUMBER CRUNCHER £5.95 does for calculations what a word 
processor does for text. The mathematian's toolbox has 15 sig.fig. 
accuracy, complex formulae. %, log, trig functions, fixed or 
floating point. Plenty of menus and on-screen help. 



• The BEST Public Domain Software 

• Specially Adapted for the PCW 

• Easy Start-Up - Full Instructions 

• Fast Despatch - First Class 



PROGRAMMING 



HOW XO BUY 

Order with confidence, by phone using your Access 
or Visa card or send cheque, PO or Eurocheque to:- 
Advantage, 56 Bath Road, 
Cheltenham, GL53 7HJ 

0242 224340 Fax 0242 226755 



THE Z80 PROGRAMMER £5.95 Convert your own Assembler file into a 

fully executable machine code .COM program. Includes Z80 Disassembler, 

Z80 Debugger, Z80 Library, 8080 Disassembler, Z80 to 8080 Translator 

and associated utilities. 

THE C PROGRAMMER £5,95 C for Yourself what C programming is like. 

A practical and useable version of C which produces .COM programs. 

Includes source code and documentation. 

THE PASCAL PROGRAMMER £10.95 A completely operational Pascal 

compiler which compiles to executable .COM programs. With sample 

programs and extensive documentation. (2 DISC SET). 

PROLOG 80 £5.95 This powerful interpreter offers a good introduction to the 

world of Artificial Intelligence. Printed documentation supplied with the disc. 

THE LISP PROGRAMMER £5.95 Why not find out more about this 

fascinating Artificial Intelligence interpreter. Plenty of on-disc 

documentation. 

GOING FORTH £5.95 A comprehensive FORTH compiler which produces 

executable programs with documentation and utilities. 

C TOOLBOX £5.95 See some practical examples of C at work with this 

disc full of C source code examples. Each program is accompanied by the 

corresponding executable .COM programs. 



MIX C COMPILER £33.95 

Thousands of satisfied users agree that this is the best 
floating point C compiler for the PCW. MIX C is supplied with 
an extensive manual and tutorial plus examples. 
ADVANTAGE MIX £44.95 

This amazing value for money package offers all the items 
you need to write your own programs in C - MIX C compiler, 
Text Editor, Source code for the Tutorial. Graphics Library 
and the MIX Assembler Utility. (Items also available 
separately) 

NEVADA COBOL COMPILER £33.95 

Very popular with colleges, Nevada Cobol offers one step 
compile and run, fast programming for commercial and home 
applications. Printed manual supplied. 

NEVADA PASCAL COMPILER £33.95 

A good low-cost one-step compile and run language which 
offers sequential or indexed file I/O and trace-style 
debugging. Printed manual supplied. 

NEVADA FORTRAN COMPILER REDUCED TO JUST £13.95 
Adheres closely to the ANSI X3.9 standard with some 1977 
extensions Two pass assembler, random I/O file, function 
library and runtime error reports. With printed manual. 
* ADVANTAGE ALSO STOCK 
THE HISOFT RANGE OF QUALITY PRODUCTS 



GAMES AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 



PIT YOUR WITS £5.95 Pit your wits against the computer with 

Chess. Othello, MasterMind, Rubik's Cube, Spellit, Stone (Awari), 

TicTacTo and Word Search puzzles generator. 

FUN & GAMES £5.95 A selection of popular classics: Pacman. 

Space Invaders. Maze Game, Hungry Snake. Pressup. Ping-Pong, 

Return to Arg, Game of Life, Bugs and Golf. 

AMUSEMENTS AND DIVERSIONS £5.95 Packed with over 30 games 

including Startrek, Lunar Lander, Pilot, Merchant. Baseball, Football, 

Horses, Civil War, Craps. Baccarat. Chase. Spies. 

COLOSSAL CAVE ADVENTURE £5.95 The one that started it all! 

An extensive and challenging adventure game. Features game 

save and re-load. Also ;BESTIARY" specially written for the PCW. 

PCW CHALLENGE £5.95 Four entertaining cult games from 

Nemesis - The Trial of Arnold Blackwood. Arnold Goes To Somewhere 

Else. The Wise And Fool Of Arnold Blackwood, Brawn Free. 

TRIVIA QUIZ £5.95 Multi-choice game with graphics and sound, 

competitive scoring and plenty of questions. Suitable for all ages. 

'Guaranteed completely trivial'' - 8000 Plus. 

LOGO LOGIC £5.95 Six educational programs specially written 

for DR-LOGO (supplied with all PCW's) :- AIRLINER. ANAGRAM, 

HANGMAN, UFO HUNTER, LOGO-DRAW and MUSIC PRINTER. 

FUN WITH GRAPHICS £5.95 DRAWING program plots lines. 

points, boxes, four fill patterns. BIO-MORPH - fascinating graphic 

demonstration of natural selection. README - program to display 

any text file in double width, 45 character format. 



DO IT YOURSELF 



COMPLEAT UTILITIES £5.95 NEWSWEEP gives you one key CP/M 
functions, makes disc and file housekeeping much easier. SUPERZAP 
Sector editor for modifying files and discs, unerasing etc. D1SCKITA 
disc formatter- 178k data format and 5 1/4' second drive formatting. 
MAKE. CLEANUP. LOOKAT, UNERASE. DIRECTORY CHECK. FILE 
SPLITTER. PASSWORD PROTECTION, SCRAMBLER. 
TEXT PROCESSING £5.95 Print file (eg Spreadsheet! SIDEWAYS. 
ALPHABETIC SORT, WORD COUNT for text AND Locoscript, WSCLEAN, 
CALENDAR GENERATOR. SPELLING CHECKER. SCORING CARD 
Generator. BANNER Printers. TYPEWRITER EMULATOR. 
DISC ORGANISATION £5.95 CATALOGUE your discs. LU 
LIBRARY UTILITIES for archiving, FILE DATING system • 
SQUEEZE and UNSQUEEZE for space saving. 
INSTA-MENU Now you have menu presentation similar to 
Locoscript for your CP/M programs. Simple program selection, 
copy. view, print out. Easy access to all user areas. The ideal 
front end" for all your discs. 



8000 PLUS SMALL ADS! 



LASER PRINTING FROM 
LOCOSCRIPT 2 

Realistic 50p per page, 

Daisywheel 
051630 2657 



COMPLEMENTARY MANUAL 

For help with Sage Accounts 

(0734) 700512 

£7.50 
Access/Visa 



V2.28 ORIGINAL 3" DISKS 

1/2 Price Locoscript 2, Locomail, 

Locospell, Locofile, Locofont also 

MasterPaint/Scan Electrical Studio, 

Lightpen Supercalc, ChitChatComPo, 

Stockmarket, Bridge, Blank Disks, 

Cased £15.00 for 10 Issenstein RAM 

Drive Card £50 

PHONE 01 866 9466 



cdDRAW SCALE DRAWING 
SOFTWARE 

for all 8000s. New versionll even better. 

Send £20 to: 

Mr. C. Day, 

cdSYSTEMS, 

Blaen-Cwm, 

Abergorlech Road, 

Carmarthen, SA32 7LA 



PCW SOFTWARE 

FOR SALE. 

Supercalc £25, C«mbase Database 

£25, Brainstorm £1 5, Sage Popular 

Accounts £25, Scratch Pad Plus 

(Nearly unobtainable) £30. 

All original discs 



01 749 8797 



AMSTRAD LQ3500 

24 PIN PRINTER 

Mint boxed £1 89. 

TEL: GREAT YARMOUTH 

(0493)601174 

PCW PERSONAL SALE 

Hardware, original software, books, 

magazines, (8000 Plus) etc... 
S.S.A.E. for list and cheap prices to: 

PAUL RYAN 

51 BOLINGBROKE ROAD 

NORWICH 

NR3 2SD 
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MIDDLESEX GROUP 



-Ji L. 



(near M25!) 

meets first Tuesday (machine 

handling), and third Monday 

(program using), monthly Meetings 

£1 . Membership £2. All ages; 
fun atmosphere! S.A.E. Enquiries: 

K. Ritchie, 5 Rib Vale, 
Hertford, SGI 4 3LE 



TWIN DISK 9512 

Excellent condition. Locofile, Protext, 
NewWord, Brainstorm, Money 

Manager Plus, 35 disks, 24 copies 8000 
Plus, all manuals and packing. 

Cost £1090.00, Sell for £595.00 o.n.o. 

Phone 061 431 9327 



SMALL ADS RATES 

Private ads cost £7.50 for up to 30 words. (This 
rate only applies to readers wishing to sell their 
own hardware or original software or to pass on 
a message to other 8000 Plus readers) 
All other ads are now classified as Trade 



Advertisements and are charged at £1 per word. 
(Max 30 words). 

8000 Plus reserves the right to refuse any ad 
which is deemed to be a Trade Advertisement 
but which has been paid for as a Private Ad. 

To place an ad just fill in this application 
form and send it to us with the correct payment. 



We will then place the ad in the next available 
issue (published 2-7 weeks after we receive your 
order). 

If you wish your address or telephone number 
to be featured in your advert it must be includ- 
ed in the grid below (one word per space). 



Order form Send to: 8000 Plus Small Ads, Future Publishing, Beaufort Court, Bath BA1 2AP 



Name 



Address 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 

My advertisement is a Private/Trade* Advertisement and 

I enclose payment for £ * delete as applicable 



I wish to pay by Cheque/Postal Order /Access /Visa 
Credit card number 



Credit card expiry date 



Telephone 




Please make cheques and POs payable 


to Future Publishing Ltd 































































LISTINGS PLUS 



CONVERT.BAS 

By Jason Sharpe 



This program is a must for anyone who 
has ever sat down and done long 
winded calculations in order to discover 
what the hexidecimal equivalent of 
1232 is. Not only will the program convert hex 
to decimal and vice-versa, you also have octal 
and binary numbers included in a neat on 
screen report. 

In itself CONVERT is a startlingly obvious 
idea but it is one which we have not had sent 
into Listings Plus in quite this form. If you are 
one of those people who have an arsenal of 
programming utilities to hand, this should 
definitely be part of it. 



In practice you provide a number followed 
by the base in which that number occurs. For 
example 1 01 B would be 1 01 Binary and 
1 321 will be taken as Octal. If you forget to 
provide the base then the program prompts 
you for it. This last touch is a pleasure to see 
as many people would leave the program to 
crash at this point or at least assume a default 
base. Once the number has been entered, the 
on-screen display lists it in decimal, 
hexidecimal, octal and binary. 

The highest numbers which can be coped 
with are 65535 (decimal), 16 bit (binary), 
FFFF(hexidecimal) and 177777(Octal). Mr 
Sharp explains that the program works by 
taking the input, converting it to upper case 
and then checking the string for B,0,H,D, 
using the INSTR function. If one of the letters 
is found, the variable T will be set to a number 
between 1 (B) and 4(D), otherwise T will be 
and you will be asked to enter the base you 
require. This will then be added to the input. 
Depending on the value of T, the program will 



BASE CONVERSION PROGRAM 



NUMBER TO CONUERT AND BASE<B/0/H/D) OR ENB:1011B 



Biiura : 0000000000001011 

NUMBER TO CONUERT AND BASE<B/0/H/D> OR END: 3430 



NUMBER TO CONUERT UNO BASE(B/0/H/D) OR END:2FEH 



0000001011111110 



Converting to the preached. Cut down on tedious calculations 
with this handy conversion program. 



jump to one of the conversion subroutines, 
which convert the input to decimal, which in 
turn is easy to convert to other bases. Once 
you have all the conversions you require, you 
simply type END instead of a number and exit 
from the program. 



10 REM ** Convert. Bas by Jason Sharpe***** 1406 

20 PRINT CHRS(27);"E";CHR$(27) ;"H" : 0C9F 

30 PRINT "BASE CONVERSION PROGRAM" : PRINT" ": PRINT 1F64 

40 INPUT "NUMBER TO CONVERT AND BASE (B/O/H/D) OR END: " , AS 1BF2 

50 AS=UPPER$ (AS) : T=INSTR("BOHD" , RIGHTS (AS, 1) ) 1324 

60 IF AS="END" THEN END 0962 

70 IF T=0 THEN INPUT "WHAT IS THE BASE (B/O/H/D) ", TS ; A$=A$+T$: GOTO 50 1D5F 

80 L=LEN(AS)-1: A$=LEFTS(AS, L) 0B60 

90 REM ********CHANGE TO DECIMAL & PRINT RESULTS*********** 18D9 




100 ON T GOSUB 190,220,240,270 

110 PRINT 

120 PRINT "Decimal : " ; DEC 

130 PRINT "Octal : " ; OCT$ (DEC) 

140 PRINT "Hexadecimal : ";HEX$(DEO 

150 GOSUB 290; PRINT "Binary : " ; BINS 

160 PRINT: GOTO 40 

170 END 

180 REM *****BIN-DEC****» 



OADD 
0466 
0B17 
ODFO 
1107 
0F48 
08FF 
0370 
08F3 




190 DEC=0:FOR N=0 TO L-l : DEC=DEC+ (2*N)*VAL (MIDS (AS, L-N, 1 ) ) 

200 NEXT N: RETURN 

210 REM *****OCT-DEC***** 

220 DEC=VAL ("&0"+ AS ): RETURN 

230 REM *****HEX-DEC***»* 

240 DEC=VAL("&H"+A$) : IF SGN(DEC)=-1 THEN DEC=65536! +DEC 

250 RETURN 

260 REM *****DEC-DEC***** 

270 DEC=ABS (VAL (AS) ): RETURN 

280 REM *****DEC-BIN***** 

290 BINS="":FOR N=15 TO STEP -1 : T=DEC- (2~N) 

300 IF SGN(T)=-1 THEN BINS=BIN$+" 0" ELSE BINS=BINS+" 1" : DEC=T 

310 NEXT N: RETURN 



193B 
0978 
090A 
OAED 
08F8 
1400 
050A 
08D4 
0CD6 
091B 
1314 
18CF 
097D 
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WORLDWIDE 



SOFTWARE 



1 Bridge Street 
Galashiels 
TD1 1SW 



Tel 

0896 

57004 

(24 hrs) 



Tel 


106AChilwellRoad 


0602 


Beeston 


2521 1Q 


Nottingham 


(24 hr^) 


NG9 1ES 



All Prices Include VAT. 
1st Class Postage and Packing is FREE in the U.K. 



AMX Mouse/Stop Press £69.95 

Stop Press Software Only £31.95 

AMX Mouse/Desktop Publisher £58.95 

Masterpack (Masterpaint + Masterscan)..£58.95 

Desktop Publisher £19.50 

Mini Office Professional Plus (8512/9512) £33.00 
Mini Office Professional Enhanced (8256) ...£33.00 

Hi Soft C £38.95 

Hi Soft Knife Plus £14.95 

Hi Soft Pascal £38.95 

Locoscript II + Locospell £32.95 

Locofile £28.95 

Masterfile 8000 £32.95 

Money Manager Plus £28.95 

Money Manager PCW £38.95 

Plan It £16.95 

Pocket Pretext £26.95 

Prospell £21.95 

Sage Payslips ( 1000) £38.95 

Sage Invoices (500) £44.95 

Sage Statements (1000) £38.95 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus (Accts + lnv)..,£ 102.95 

Sage Popular Accounts £71 .95 

Sage Popular Invoicing £51 .95 

Sage Popular Payroll £51 .95 

Sage Popular Retrieve £49.95 

Joystick Interface for PCW £14.95 



Cheetah Joystick £6.95 

10 x CF2 Amsoft/Maxell Disk £23.95 

Bridge Player 2000 £11.95 

Bridge Player 2150 £21.95 

Classic Games 4 £14.95 

Clock Chess 88 £11.95 

Clock Chess 89 £13.95 

Colossus Bridge 4 £13.50 

Colossus Chess 4 £13.50 

Scapeghost £14.95 

Scrabble £14.95 

Steve Davis Snooker £13.50 

Tomahawk (Helicopter Simulator) £14.95 

Trivial Pursuit £14.95 

PCW Challenge (Compilation) £12.99 

(Air Combat Emulator, Sky War, Formula 1 , 
Strip Poker) 

Educational 

Animal Vegetable Mineral £12.99 

Better Maths (12-16 Yrs) £12.99 

Better Spelling (9-14 Yrs) £12.99 

Maths Mania (8-12 Yrs) £12.99 

World Wise £12.99 

Wordprocossors Computers 

PCW 8256 £373.95 

PCW 851 2 £488.95 

PCW 9512 £505.95 




VISA 



Please make Cheques and Postal Orders 
Payable to 

Worldwide Software 






Credit Card Orders accepted by Phone or Mail. 



Cut Printer NOISE 
by up to 90% 

Noisy Printers are a major source of stress and will 
significantly reduce the efficiency of you and your 
colleagues. 

AMGARD Acoustic Hood will cut stressful printer noise by 
up to 90% enabling other tasks and functions to continue 
during printing. Not only will you hear the phone ring but 
you will actually have two-way conversations again! 
AMGARD Acoustic Hood features a "see-through lid" with 
"memory hinges" for easy access plus provision for single, 
continuous and automatic sheet feeders where 
fitted.AMGARD Acoustic Hood comes assembled ready to 
use with a model to suit your printer and at a price that 
won't make a big noise on your budget. 
e.g. AMSTRAD PCW 9512 £99, with Sheet feeder £139. 

AMGARD Acoustic Hood the professional solution 
for all printers. Phone for price & delivery for yours. 

Free delivery applies to UK mainland, prices exclude VAT 

ORDERING: CALL our 24 hour Hotline NOW 



PLC, Gov't, Educational & 
Dealer orders welcome or 
send payment to: 
or FAX 0993 883333 

State make and model of 
hardware when ordering. 
AMGARD is a registered tradename. 



93 883277 
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Rookery Court, Church 

Hanborough, Oxford OX7 2AB 

Tel: 0993 881912 



A FULL RANGE OF COMPUTER FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES IS SHOWN IN 
OUR CATALOGUE WHICH IS AVAILABLE FREE UPON REQUEST. 8000+ 2H. 





STOCKMARKET 

THE COMPREHENSIVE INVESTMENT PROGRAM! 

STOCKMARKET is a program designed to help you plan your investments and keep a close and careful watch on their progress. It enables you to 
record full details of your purchases and sales of stocks, shares, unit trusts and other securities. Dividends can be recorded as they are received. If 
required, cash balances in savings accounts can also be monitored as stocks are bought and sold. It also lets you record and plot prices of shares, unit 
trusts, exchange rates, indexes etc. 

STOCKMARKET does not have to be used only with your real investments. We all see shares recommended in a newspaper or magazine that we 
think will do well. Six months later if the price has gone up we wish that we had trusted our judgement. If the price has fallen we quietly forget it. 
With STOCKMARKET you can record details of as many shares folios as you want. These can include hypothetical folios of 'hot stocks', recovery 
shares, penny shares or whatever you choose. You can practise buying and selling shares and see how well you do! 

The program is easy to use and comes complete with a comprehensive manual and demonstration files including real price information going back 
several years for several shares (inc FT 30 index, British Telecom, Amstrad, Marks & Spencers) so that you can plot graphs straight away. 



PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 

* Record full details of your portfolios of stocks, shares, unit trusts etc. 

* Practise buying and selling and accurately record your progress. 

* Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like. 

* Buy and sell shares with automatic calculation of dealing costs. 

* Ten sets of dealing costs which you can alter as necessary. 

* Record dividend yields and price earnings ratios. 

* Update prices and automatically recalculate share and folio values. 

* Record tax credits (not CPC) and dividend payments. 

* List one year's information for the tax man (not CPC). 

* Keep records of your cash as you buy and sell. 

* List your present folio, past transactions, dividends and cash accounts. 



PRICE ANALYSIS 

* Record values of share prices, unit trusts, indexes, exchange rates etc. 

* Store up to 260 prices per share (equivalent to weekly prices for 5 years). 

* List all the prices for each share. 

* Plot prices and moving averages on a logarithmic or linear scale. 

* Choose any period for moving averages. Plot them separetely or 
superimpose them on the price. 

* Automatic scaling of graphs so they always fill whole screen. 

* Easy to read scales for prices and dates (not just week numbers). 

* Complete with real weekly prices for several shares for the last few years 
(inc FT 30, British Telecom) as a demonstration. 

* Use curves as a guide to the best buying and selling opportunities. 



Comprehensive fifty page manual. Complete with demonstration account and prices. 

AMSTRAD PC, PPC, IBM PC and compatibles £39-95 
AMSTRAD PCW £39-95 



MERIDIAN 



(AMSTRAD CPC (disc) ,' £29-95 

Prices are all inclusive worldwide. Send cheque or phone any day (including 
weekends) from 8am to 9pm and quote credit card number for immediate 
delivery by first class post. 

38 Balcaskie Road, London, SE9 1HQ. Tel: 01-850 7057 




LISTINGS PLUS 



Building Listed 



We don't make up the listings in 8000 Plus. We need you to send 
us programs of general interest. What we need most are 
short programs, 50 lines or less, as this means that we can fit 
more into an issue. Longer examples will be used if they are brain- 
mt. 

So, if you can wend your way around BASIC and would like to 
see your name printed in 8000 Plus as well as our signatures 
printed on a cheque, send us some lines. 

Along with the listing itself (replete with REM's please) we 
require the listing saved in ASCII form on a disc together with 
documentation as a simple Ascii file (or in Protext format). The 



documentation should include instructions for use and details of 
how the program works. Include a printout of the documentation and 
a stamped addressed padded bag for the return of your disc. Don't 
forget the signed statement confirming that the program is all your 
own work and hasn't been submitted to anyone else. 

Send all this to Listings, 8000 Plus, Beauford Court, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath, BA 2AP and allow up to 40 days for the 
return of your disc - we assess the listings in a batch once a month. 

We may even consider using the occassional progam written in 
other well-known languages such as C or Pascal. These should not 
be too long. 



GOSUB and RETURN 

This month we are looking at GOSUB and 
RETURN. Like other BASIC functions, these 
two need each other to survive. But what do 
they mean? Quite simply, GOSUB means 
GO(to a)SUB(routine) and RETURN means 
RETURN from that Subroutine. 

GOSUB, in principle at least, is a 
straightforward function. You use it as follows: 

10 GOSUB 100 
This simply sends the Program Pointer off to 
line 100 where a small subroutine will be 
carried out. 

RETURN works in a very specialized 
manner. It does not go straight back to the 
line in which the GOSUB occurred. If it did, it 
would only encounter its own GOSUB which 
would force the pointer to head off again. No, 
it RETURNS to the line following the GOSUB: 
the next example should make that clear: 

10 GOSUB 40 

20 PRINT "This is where I have 

RETURNED to" 
30 END 
40 PRINT "This is the Sub-routine to 

which I go first" 
50 RETURN 

So far we have been talking about 
Subroutines in a rather blase fashion. But 
what is a Subroutine? Most BASIC programs 
are aimed at achieving one purpose. For 
example, a database program is there to 
record and return information. But within this 
database there will be a number of 
subroutines. The most common one will be 
the Menu from which you will choose whether 
to enter or access information. Then there will 
be the 'Enter information' and 'Access 
information' subroutines. In essence then, a 
program is like a large city made up of 
smaller boroughs. 



THE LEARNING 



Who really needs to program anyway? That's normally one of the 
questions posed by people facing the barrage of a programmer's 
obsessional ravings. Not a bad question either. One of the answers 
lies with the price of software and another has more than a little to do 
with the intellectual challenge involved. 

The Learning Curve, in its brief lifespan, has set out to demystify 
the world of BASIC programming. We deal with the functions and 
commands in English and we assume next to no prior knowledge 
of programming. 

The most difficult step in any worthwhile journey is the first. So 
why not take that step in the company of The Learning Curve? 



o 



tn 



Right, GOSUB and RETURN look quite 
simple at the moment. They should be simple 
ways of getting your program to go where you 
want it to go. They are also very powerful and, if 
not used in a disciplined manner, can cause all 
sorts of problems. Look at the next example: 

10 GOSUB 100 

20 GOSUB 200 

30 PRINT "Oh dear" 

40 END 

100 PRINT "First routine" 

110 GOSUB 400 

200 PRINT "Second routine" 

210 RETURN 

400 PRINT "Off course" 

410 RETURN 

Type this into BASIC and see what chaos 
ensues. The GOSUB in line 110 makes a mess 
Of the whole thing and should be whipped out 
as soon as possible. What you should do is to 
replace line 110 with: 

110 RETURN 
Then add this line: 21 GOSUB 400 



Finally add this: 410 RETURN 

As you can now see, each GOSUB has a 
RETURN and the program is back on course. 
Hopefully you might be getting the hang of 
GOSUB and RETURN. 

To get a real idea of a subroutine, type in 
the following variation on the second listing. 

10 GOSUB 100 

20 GOSUB 200 

30 GOSUB 300 

40 PRINT "All done " 

50 END 

100 PRINT "First routine" 

110 RETURN 

200 PRINT "Main subroutine message..." 

210FORcount%=1 to 10 

220 PRINT "The wall is down! " 

230 NEXT count% 

240 RETURN 

300 PRINT "Last routine 

310 RETURN 

And that's the end of this month's Learning 
Curve, hope you get more Valentines than you 
expected and see you next month. 
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Do you require extra memory but would 
prefer not to dismantle your PCW ? 

Then you need the SCA plug-in RamPaC 




This simple to fit unit attached to your PCW provides an extra 512k of ram to enable 
LocoScript2, LocoMail, LocoSpell, plus a selection of fonts from LocoFont, all to be 
loaded into memory and still leave plenty of space. CP/M users now have an 880k 
ramdrive. 

The SCA RamPac plugs onto the expansion port on the rear of the PCW, and a 
through-connector is provided for other peripherals. Further expansion up to the 
2mb maximum will be available. A concealed switch configures the RamPac for use 
with either the 8256 , or 8512 & 9512 machines. 

Other popular PCW programs like Flipper and Micro-Design can also take advantage 
of the extra memory. 



£ 119.00 



Plus VAT ( £136.85 inclusive ) 



ORDER NOW on 0903 700288 



SCA Systems Ltd 

61 Ferringham Lane 

Ferring West Sussex BN12 5LW 




BARCLAYCARD 



VISA 




Questions 




Brighten up those midwinter 
days with Tipoffs! 

Snowed under by the manual in LocoScript? Just drifting in 
BASIC? Cutting no ice in Mini Office? Then hail tipoffs - the 
red-hot pages that can melt the hoariest old problem. The 
champagne goes on ice this month for Martin Greig of 
Coventry, who sent in tips for LocoFile and LocoMail users 
and Elaine Bullard of Orkney, who can save all you 
LocoScript letter writers space and time. They win £10 each. 

Tipoffs needs you! All those sneaky short-cuts, un- 
discovered features and problem-busting solutions you've 
found in LocoScript, LocoFile, Protext, BASIC, Mini Office or 
any other well-known program: share them with your fellow 
PCW owners. The rewards for the smartest ones are hard 
cash, up to £50 for really good ones - and of course 
immortality. Send them to: 
Tipoffs, 8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2AP 





Letters begin 


Film star 




F7HB Keep all your LocoScript 
vM M letters to one correspon- 
K I dent for one year in the 
BBJB same file. Start each 


r**^ Use kitchen cling film 
m& M 'o protect your 
IP 1 keyboard from dust 
^■^™ and dirt. Renew when 




new one with a new page (using 
[ALT][RETURN]). When you print 
it, take the 'print some pages' 
option and give the range 
required. 

This saves space and makes 


torn or dirty - it costs next to 
nothing! 

Both tips yT^Hfl^ 

supplied by: ^Jjf/l KjRfl^fe 
Elaine Bullard ^wimiklkHf^L 


it easy to look up what you last 
wrote and when. 


Kirkwall ^^PlBWi 
Orkney ▼ T "" 



A tip that counts 



The only practical way 



£■1 of counting the words in 



P31 

MM a LocoScript document 
^^9 is by spellchecking it 
with LocoSpell - but it's tedious 
to do a full spellcheck every time. 

However, the latest version 
of LocoSpell offers an alternative. 
While editing the document, 
press [f7] and select 'automatic 
addition'. This adds all 
unrecognised words to the user 
dictionary and gives you a full 



word count at the end, without 
stopping at each doubtful word. 
If the option doesn't appear 
on the menu when you press [f7], 
you need to upgrade your 
LocoSpell. 

Christine Shuttleworth 
London 

8000 PLUS: Anyone who's read the very 
useful Script - the LocoScript newsletter 
sent free to all registered users of 
LocoScript 2 - may have seen this tip 
already. It would still be nice to have a 
proper word counter though! 



1 ww m 



TIPOFFS 



Characteristic tip 



K>*B It can be a problem 
[fa] ending a merge when 
^jM using LocoFile and 
HkS LocoMail if you want to 
merge with only some of the 
records in the data file. Starting 
is easy using the 
(+Mail)$$Mainkey$Subkey(-Mail) 
command. You can also stop 
easily if you can write in to the 
LocoMail program some 
characteristic of the last record 
to be used - for example, 
when you reach the letter M as 
in the example on page 128 of 
the manual. 

But how do you stop when 
you don't know the exact record 
to stop on; for example, if (as in 
my case) you want to use records 
from, say, 1 1 89 to 30 9 89, and 
the next record could be any date 
in October or November? You 
can't use a test like [+]M#Date"30 
9 89":<:#:>[-]M or similar, as 
LocoMail seems to treat dates as 
strings rather than numbers, and 
can only handle = or <> tests. But 
you can get LocoFile to set up the 
test for you as follows. 

Assuming an index called 
"Date", constructed on an item 
called "Date", begin the merge 
document with the following or 
similar: 



(+Mail)$="Date":!Test="Y":#Test=" 

":<:$="999":#:> 

Start=?;Date of beginning of 

relevant period 

Finish=?;Next date after last day 

of relevant period 

$$Finish:Next_date=Date 

$$Start(-Mail) 

If, as is likely, the date you give 
for 'Finish' is not actually in the 
index, this routine will go to the 
first record after the date you are 
interested in and store it (as 
"Next_date") for use as a test, 
and then set you up to begin the 
merge at the beginning of the 
relevant period. You then need at 
the end of the main document the 
following text: 

(+Mail)$+:#Date="":<:Test="" 

This pattern can be adapted for 
use with loops to get a listing 
from a data file, using 
(+Mail)%Loop@Test(-Mail). It can 
be used with alphabetic strings 
as well - for example, to stop a 
merge after all the Smiths, use as 
the "Finish" entry the name 
"Smith " - the space after the 
name is important. 
Martin Greig 
Coventry 



Give me a buzz 



KS Getting the PCW to 
iJil beep at you in a BASIC 
LVrJ listing is easy: the line 
■kS PRINT CHR$(7) 
does it for you. But it quickly 
becomes annoying! Is there an 
alternative? 
Gerald Hugh 
Coventry 

8000 PLUS: Yes. The following routine, 
incorporated into the BASIC programs 
you write, gives you an alternative to the 
beep. Include the lines at the start of 
your program. Then, any time in the 
program where you want a quiet sound, 
just issue the command 
CALL buzz (a%,b%) 
(just like in line 1 000) and you get a nice 
discreet blip. 

You can change the duration of the 
blip by changing the value ofb%in line 
250: putting b%=5, for example, makes 
it shorter, while b%=50 makes it much 
longer. Similarly, altering the value ofa% 
makes the pitch of the blip higher or 
lower, if you can stand to hear it long 
enough to identify the pitch! 

(If you aren't sure how to type in a 
listing, see 'How to type in a listing' on 
page 60 of this issue of 8000 Plus). 



This works on all PONs. It you like 
having pierced ears, you can still use 
PRINTCHR$(7)togetabeep. 

10 MEMORY &HCB00-1 
2Oaddress=&HCBO0:ln=120 
30 FOR i=1 T0 12 
40 sum=0: READ code$,check$ 
50 FOR j=1 TO 21 STEP 2 
60byte=VAL("&H"+MID$(code$,j,2)) 
70 POKE address,byte 
80 sum=sum+byte: address=address+1 
90 NEXT 

100ln=in+10:IFsum<>VAL 
(*&H"+check$) THEN PRINT 
"Error: check data in line"; In ; END 
110 NEXT 
120buzz=&HCB00 

130 DATA e5d5c5dde54e2346eb5e23,664 
140 DATA 566960cd1bcb3e0cd3f8dd,5c4 
150 DATA e1dd1e1c9f37dcb3dcb3d,79d 
160 DATA 2fe6034f0600dd2130cbdd,443 
170 DATA 093e0b000000040c0d20fd,18c 
180 DATA 0e3f0520f83cfe0d20023d,310 
190 DATA 3dd3f8444ffe0b20097ab3,4fa 
200 DATA 2809794d1bdde94d0cdde9,4f7 
210 DATA fbc90d0a43423432206d6f,3c2 
220 DATA 64756c610943423533206c,328 
230 DATA 7032094342353720657869,302 
240 DATA 74091ac974091a00000000,1f7 
250a%=2000:b%=10 

1000 CALL buzz(a%,b%) 
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INTRASET 



WRITE RIGHT 14.95 

We are pleased to re-introduce this very popular 

program to improve the student's use of the 

English language. Now further improved and 

enlarged. 

LINEBACKER 14.95 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL GAME! Learn the 
rules and tactics of this increasingly popular sport. 

FILTHY RICH 14.95 

THE AMERICAN SOAP GAME! 

Join in instead of just watching. Big Business - 

Family Intrigue - Blackmail - Power - Greed - Lust 



CASHMASTER 29.95 

CASHMASTER is designed as a more powerful, 

flexible and easy to use accounting system, than its 

rivals. Its much cheaper too. 

POOLSMASTER 18.95 

At long last there is a simple, easy to use and 

effective computer program to Predict the 

FOOTBALL POOLS. 

COURSEMASTER 18.95 

BEAT THE BOOKIE! 

The COURSEMASTER racing program is 

designed to give you the edge to profit against 

your bookie! 



WADD SOFT 



DISC DESIGN 



FORMS BOX COMPENDIUM . 19.95 

The stationers on a disk (new extended version) 

Over 80- different LocoScript forms ready to print 

and use in Personal Organiser, Home, Finance, 

Calendar, Planner and Business sections. 

FIFTHBASE2 (new version) . . 19.95 

The intelligent database. Especially good on 

question answering, with AND/OR logic. 

Also included - XBASE - the revolutionary 

database that communicates in English. 

UTILITIES PLUS 19.95 

Dozens of time saving programs. A few examples: 

Labels - address lists onto labels. File sorter - 

many options. Columns - converts text files to 

multi columns. Word sentence and letter counter. 

Matrix printer set up commands. 

AVAILABLE SOON: 

TEXTBASE 19.95 

The free-text database that can use files without 

re-typing 

EXPERT SYSTEM PCW .... 29.95 

A classic rule-based expert system specially written 

for the PCW. 

HYPERTEXT PCW 19.95 

New product - Text + Connections = Hypertext. 



SPA Associates 



PCW MACHINE CODE 13.95 

NO VAT 
A practical guide to controlling PCW's by 
MACHINE CODE PROGRAMMING 



COULD YOU FILL THIS 

SPACE? 

Have you written a program or 

book for the PCW? If so we 

would like to speak to you. 



CF2 DISCS 



MAXELL CF2 . (Individual Card Sleeves) 
19.95 for 10 (10.95 for 5) 

MAXELL CF2 . (Individual Plastic Cases) 
22.95 for 10 (11.95 for 5) 

AMSOFT CF2 . (Individual Plastic Wallets) 
22.95 for 10 (11.95 for 5) 



DISC STORAGE 



AMS30L deluxe storage box . . .1155 



DUST COVERS 



PCW9512 2-piece set 9.95 

PCW9512 3-piece set 9.95 

PCW8256/8512 2-piece set .... 9.95 
PCW8256/8512 3-piece set .... 9.95 

Monitor and keyboard covers are combined in 

2-piece sets, seperate in 3-piece sets. 

All have seperate printer covers. 



PCW9512 PRINTWHEELS 



UKSTYLES 5.95 

Mini Gothic 15 - Prestige Elite 12 
Thesis PS - Script 12 - Recta 10 

Prestige Pica 10 - Oratorio 
Letter Gothic 10/12 - Courier 10 

FOREIGN STYLES 7.95 

Most foreign styles now available 

Normal delivery 7 days on foreign styles 

Style sheets available on request. 



RIBBONS 



TOP QUALITY - FULL LENGTH 
ALL RIBBONS GUARANTEED 

PCW 8256/ 8512 
Multistrike FABRIC Ribbons 

Black 4.95 

Red, Blue, Brown or Green .... 5.95 
Multistrike FILM Ribbons 

Black only 6.95 

PCW 9512 
Multistrike FILM Ribbons 

Black 3.95 

Blue or Brown 4.95 

Multistrike FABRIC Ribbons 
Black only 4.95 



PAPER & LABELS 



Most types and sizes available, 

including specials - please enquire or 

send for our list. 

NEW 

Continuous single micro-perforated 

stationery for personal organisers 

80 gsm (per 100 sheets) . . . only 3.95 



PRINTING SERVICE 



We can now offer a Laser Printing 

service from most software packages 

and disc formats. If multiple copies are 

required we can photocopy or litho print 



D G C Software 



ULTIMATE SUMS 14.95 

The fun way for children aged 5 to mid-teens to 

learn and practice sums. 

* EIGHT TYPES OF SUM * 

* EIGHT LEVELS OF DIFICULTY * 

* UP TO EIGHT PLAYERS * 

* COMPREHENSIVE SCORE SHEET * 
ULTIMATEWORD 14.95 

Test your knowledge of English words. 

* LARGE SUPPLIED DICTIONARY * 

* CREATE YOUR OWN DICTIONARY • 

* ADD WORDS DURING THE GAME * 
ULTIMATE QUIZ 14.95 

Learning can be fun! 

* ONE TO EIGHT PLAYERS • 

*10 QUIZZES (1000 QUESTIONS) SUPPLIED* 

* OPTIONAL JOKES - TIMER - OXO GAME • 

* COMPREHENSIVE SCORE SHEET * 
SUITABLE FOR SCHOOLS - CLUBS - HOME 

• MENU DRIVEN - VERY EASY TO USE * 
• * • NOW EXCLUDES * * * 

ULTIMATE TEST 

One player against the clock 

Can you take the ULTIMATE TEST? 

•"PLUS*** 

ULTIMATE QUIZ QUESTION PRINTER 

***PLUS*** 
ULTIMATE QUIZ QUESTION EDITOR 

THE USEFUL DISC 14.95 

A collection of 20 useful and entertaining 

programs to help you use the computer to the full 

BAR CHARTS * CALENDARS * COLUMNS 

CONVERSIONS * DIARY * DISC LABELS 

FILE MERGE * PRINTER SET-UP 
ASCII PRINTER * ENCRYPTION * TIMER 

WORD COUNTER * ASCII SORTER 

DRAWING - FRUIT - SHOOT - SQUASH 

(For the children) 

REVERSI-learning the rules is easy! Winning isn't 

DAY-2-DAY 14.95 

A complete set of diary/calendar templates to use 

with LocoScript 1 or 2 to produce calendar or 
diary pages for personal organisers or A4 folders. 

Print empty pages or fill in and print, 
(blank continuous organiser stationary available) 

< < NEW ULTIMATE SERIES > > 

These are intelligent programs and will use your 
responses to 'get it right' the next time. The store 
of knowledge within the program grows and grows. 

GUESS WHICH ANIMAL . . . 14.95 

Can the computer guess the animal? 

GUESSWHO 14.95 

Can the computer guess the name of the person? 

GUESS WHERE 14.95 

Can the computer guess the place? 
Rivers, mountains, oceans, countries, etc... 

OTHER TITLES TO FOLLOW! 

SUITABLE FOR ALL PCWs 



DATA TRANSFER 



We can transfer data between different 

programs and different machines. 

Please telephone and we will quote for 

YOUR exact needs. 

FAST TURN AROUND - LOW PRICES 



ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE 

COPY COMM Ltd 

Aytounhill, CUPAR, Fife KY14 6JH 

ORDERS TO: COPY COMM, FREEPOST, CUPAR, FIFE KY14 6BR 

TELEPHONE: 033 77 444 

(Monday to Friday, 9 to 5 - Human Beings. Other Times - Infernal Machine) 
FAX : 033 77 445 (Anytime!) 



VISA - BARCLAYCARD - ACCESS - MASTERCARD - AMERICAN EXPRESS - DINERS CLUB 



TIPOFFS 



Quickies 



Got it taped 



You only have to ASCII 

a After converting files 
to ASCII format in 
LocoScript, I cannot re- 
edit them, but get a 'Not 
a LocoScript document' error 
message. 
BW Jenkins 
Abergavenny, Gwent 

8000 PLUS: Create anew document on 
the same disc and press [f1] ([17] in 
LocoScript 1). Choose Insert text' with the 
cursors and [ENTER]. On the disc 



management screen, move the cursors 
over the ASCII file you made and press 
[ENTER] The contents of that file are 
put in the file you have created, giving 
you a normal, editable Loco file with the 
same contents as the ASCII file. 



n 



To remove an Amsoft 
disc label from the 
disc, don't use your 
fingernails - place a 
strip of sellotape across the 
label, smooth out and remove. 



The label comes away with the 

tape leaving a white smooth 

backing ready for your new label. 

KF Heywood 

Yeovil 

Somerset 



IA: THINGS /DOCUMENT. 1 EJT] 

Laaout i ma lsi ei 

fl=Actions| 



Disc n 



Show phrases 
Show blocks 




Document setup 
E dit idetitit 

— imr 

Manager 



Select the insert text option. , 



AiTHINGS /DOCUMENT. 1 Editing text. 
Laaout 1 Piia LSI CR+9 LP6 
fl=Actions f2-Lago ut f3=Stgle £4*81 



Printer idl 
f5=Page f7=Spel 



Data for Fehruara i990f 



Breed of pig 

t> 

Berkshire 

Middle White 

Tanuorth 

Oxford Sandy « Black 

Hetuang White 

Driffield Lop-ear 



Population 

500,000 

ISO, 000 

95,000 

35,000 

3,000 

1,01 



Stahlef 

Cause for concern** 

In dang erf 

Graue dangers 

Verge of extinctions 



..and the text from your ASCII file flows into the document you just created 



Living memory 

jjKTH lis there a simple way 
[■a] of installing a program 
^JBJ m common memory 
^9 from the start? I can 
use LDIR to move it from 100H, 
BASIC to poke individual bytes, 
or the equivalent LD,A byte 
followed by LD (address).A: or 
even ports and INDR - which 



gets me into all sorts of trouble! 

But if I ORG in common memory, 

after hexcom my file occupies 

70K, most of itNOPs! 

H Frost 

Hemel Hempstead 

Herts 

8000 PLUS: I'm afraid you've beaten me 
completely there! Can any assembler- 
literate readers help out? 



Carbon copy 







You can double the life 
of expensive carbon 
(not fabric) ribbons by 
prising off the top, 
turning the ribbon upside down 
(so the hitherto unused bottom 
half is used) stuff it back in and 
put the top on again. 

I have this idea for two 
fishes and five loaves - 
perhaps it might be more 
suitable for The Grocer? 
Jerome Perkins 
London, and 5,000 others 



Half answ< 



H 



In some versions of 
Protext, one and a 
half line spacing 
(from the >LS 1 .5 
command) can throw out the 
page breaks on the printed 
version compared to the 
screen version. The answer is 
to make the top margin the 
same as the bottom and the 
top header the same length as 
the bottom. 
EF Marquis 
London 



This is an exfile 



d 



Any file called EXFILE 
is automatically 
executed when you 
go into Protext. This can 
be annoying if you don't want a 
long execute file executed 
necessarily - say a long phrase 
file which will be executed 
when returning to Protext from a 
spell check. 

The solution is to put the line 
PAUSE 



at the beginning of an EXFILE. 
When this file is executed, it stops 
at the pause; any key press 
continues with the execute file 
except [STOP] which stops it. 

If you want to put in an 
instruction, do it in the line before 
preceded by a semi colon, like 
this: 

;Any key to continue, STOP to stop 
PAUSE 
...and soon. 
Basil Pigg 
Bath 



jj 



Lola and Martin Taylor 
(8000 Plus, November 
1989) don't need a 
special program to do 
cross-stitch designing - it can be 
done in LocoScript. This is also 
good for producing a square grid 
pattern if you need it for 
something else - playing 
battleships, perhaps! 

Create a new document. Set 
the margins if necessary. Enter 
the codes 

[+]UL[+]P17[ENTER] 
[+]LP8[ENTER]. 

Fill the first line with a 
vertical line followed by a space, 
another vertical followed by a 
space, and so on. (That vertical 
line is [EXTRA] plus full stop in 
Loco 1 , or [EXTRA] plus |ZI in 
Loco 2 - unless you have a 
PCW9512 in which case it's on 







































































































Even if you don't like 
to print out a gric 


leedlework, being able 
like this is useful 



mnros 



the keyboard!). End the line with 
[RETURN]. 

Go to the beginning of the line 
and press 

[COPY][DOC][COPY]1 [PASTE]1 
and keep pressing 
[PASTE] 1 

to get new lines as required. You 
can fill the whole page this way (if 
you're familiar with COPYing you 
can copy and paste bigger groups 




of lines to speed things up. 

Save the blank and copy it or 
edit it as required. To 'fill in' a 
pattern, move to the relevant 
square and press [DEL]x or 
whatever letter you wish. To delete 
a letter x, move to it and press 



[DEL] followed by space. Press 
[RELAY] if the pattern is broken up 
and move by [CHAR] and 
[ALT][CHAR] rather than the 
sideways cursor keys. 
Janice V Cox 
Shrewsbury 
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TIPOFFS 



Database problems in Mini Office 



■?"*■ Can someone please 
|gjj| tell me how, in a Mini 
LWJ Office database, to 
Hht9 produce a two-column 
printed listing of Record Number 
and a Field Contact, so I can 
then jump straight to the record I 
want to edit using the GOTO 
button by consulting the listing. 
J Newman 
Devon 



8000 PLUS; There's no my you can do 
it really, but a BASIC listing which 
enables you to insert the record numbers 
in each card in the database appeared in 
issue 28, January 1989, of 8000 Plus. It 
also appears in the Tipotfs Collection. 
Once you've done that, you can generate 
a report with the record number and a 
name or something in it and print it out 
that way. 



Talking through their pork pie hat 



^pTH I've been told that it's 
[■Ml possible to run 
^VrJ LocoScript from within 
Hh9 Mini Office. Is this true? 
Andrew Twyman 

8000 PLUS: Afraid not. What you want is 



the program Flipper, which sets up your 
PCW so that pressing 
[SHIFT1[EXTRA][EXIT] instantly flips you 
from Mini Office (or any other program) to 
LocoScript (or any other program) leaving 
you where you left off. It's advertised in 
8000 Plus by Software Imperative. 



Spreadsheet problems in Mini Office 



I'm using a Mini Office 
spreadsheet to analyse 
historical data on dairy 
" herds in Shropshire but 
have a problem. Cells with no 
data in are treated as being zero 
- thus throwing out averages 
and minima calculated by MEAN 
and MIN. Can you help? 
Janice V Cox 
Shrewsbury 
Salop 

8000 PLUS: Hmm. I can't think of any 
elegant ways. All you can do is get the 
zeroes ignored - though if there are 
any genuine zeroes, these will be 
ignored too! 

Say you have figures in cells A 1 to 
A 10 that you want the minimum and 
average of. Put the total in A 12. say, 
with the formula SUM (AV.A10). 

Now, define'B 1 to be zero if At is 
zero, and 1 if. At is not zero, with 



IF(A1>0,1,0),Thenmak„„ 
BU1 if A2 is not zero, orBi HA2iszero 
-do this with IF(A2>0,BH1,B1). 
Similarly make B3 hold the formula 
IF(A3>0,B2+1,B2) and so on up toBW- 
relative duplication ofB2 down the row 
can make things easier. 

Now the cellBIO should hold the 
number of non-zero entries you have in 
At to At 0, so you can put the average 
into cell At 4 (say) by the formula 
A 12/B10 - remember the total is in A 12. 

For the minimum non-zero entry, 
the procedure is similar. Make C1 hold 
the value of A 1 it it's non-zero, or else 
some large figure like 10000 (with the 
formula IF(A 1>0,A 1, 10000); make C2 
hold the value ofA2 it it's non-zero or 
else 10000 similarly; and so on up to 
C10. Then the formula tor cell C14, say, 
ofMIN(C1:C10) gives you the non-zero 
minimum of cells A 1 to 10. Unless 
they're all zero, of course, in which case 
you get 10000! 





No-burns night 


■CSH I want to leave mv PCW 


program BLANK.BAS 


|6h| switched on for lona 


10 OUT 248,8 : a$=INPUT$(1) 


^WJ periods of time, as 


20 OUT 248,7 


HfeS recommended, but don't 


30 SYSTEM 


want to burn out the screen. 


and type as the A> the command 


What can I do? 


BASIC BLANK 


Dr M Wilkes 


[RETURN]. The screen goes blank and 


Edinburgh 


restores at the next keypress. 




in BASIC, a line like 10 will blank 


8000 PLUS: Not much vou can do in 


the screen until a key is pressed. It you 


LocoScript other than turn the 


want to blank a screen while some 


screen down to minimum brightness 


long operation is being carried out - 


and contrast. 


plotting a Mandelbrot set or graphic 


In CP/M, at the A>, if you're not in the 


overnight, perhaps - put the command 


middle of a program, put a disc with 


OUT 248,8 beforehand and OUT 248, 


BASIC and the lines below, saved as a 


7 afterwards. 



Move it 



HI'm writing a game. In it, two vehicles are moved around the 
screen, one automatically - one square right each time a 
loop is executed - and the other optionally by the player 
using the cursor keys. If no key is pressed, the vehicle stays 
where it is. How can I do this? 
Peter Lewis-Smith 
Fishguard, Dyfed 

8000 PLUS: Well, the listing below may enlighten you. The notes should explain 
what's going on. 

10 PRINT CHR$(27)+"E"+CHR$(27)+"H" 

20 a=50:b=50:PRINT CHR$(27)+"Y"+CHR$(a)+CHR$(b)+"o" 

30 x=55:y=55:PRINT CHR$(27)+"Y"+CHR$(x)+CHR$(y)+"x" 

40FORj%=1 TO10 

50 PRINT CHR$(27)+"Y"+CHR$(a)+CHR$(b)+" o" : b=b+1 

60t=0 

70 t-t+1 : k$=INKEY$ : IF t<50 AND k$="" THEN 70 

75 FOR S-t TO 50 : IF x=x AND y=y THEN : NEXT 

80 PRINT CHR$(27)+"Y"+CHR$(x)+CHR$(y)+" " 

90 IF k$=CHR${31) THEN x=x-1 

100 IF k$=CHR$(30) THEN x=x+1 

110 IF k$=CHR${1) THEN y=y-1 

120 IF k$=CHR$(6) THEN y=y+1 

130 PRINT CHR$(27)+"Y"+CHR$(x)+CHR$(y)+"x" 

140 NEXT 

Notes 

10 clears the screen 

20 puts the initial first vehicle, marked by an o, on the screen 

30 does the same for the second, marked by an x 

40 starts a ten-stage loop. In each stage the o will be moved one to the right, the x one 

square in the direction of the cursor 

50 moves the o one to the right by overprinting 'o' with ' o' (i.e. a space then an o, 

apparently moving it one right) 

60 sets a time counter, t, to zero 

70 increases t by 1 and makes k$ equal to the last character pressed on the keyboard. 

If nothing has been pressed (i.e. if k$ is "", that is to say, empty) and t is less than 50, 

the line is repeated -i.e. there are up to fifty 'scans 'of the last key pressed, ending if a 

key is pressed meantime. 

75 if a key was pressed, some dummy operations are pedormed. This makes sure that 

each time the loop from 40 is pedormed, the action will take about the same time on 

screen. Otherwise, if you pressed a key quickly, that loop would take much less time 

than if you didn t press a key at all during the loop. 

80 overprints the current position ofx with a space 

90- 120 change the position of the car x, recorded by x and y, in accordance with the 

keypress: 31 for the up cursor, 30 for the down, 1 for the left, 6 

for the right) 

130 prints the x on screen at the position recorded by xandy- which, if no key was 

pressed, is the same as the x and y we had at the stad of this loop 

140 starts the next winding of the loop 

To make the movement of the objects faster, make the 50 in lines 70 and 75 smaller. 

To make it slower, make it bigger. 



Feeding time 



H 



Amstrad's automatic 
sheet feeder supplied 
with the 9512 is a boon, 
but there are difficulties. 
Changing the ribbon or print wheel 
is a fiddly business, particularly 
when the daisy wheel is at the 
extreme left hand edge of the 
platen. The left hand edge of the 
bail bar obstructs the left hand side 
of the ribbon cassette. It is only 
marginally less difficult if the daisy 
wheel is in the centre of the platen. 

To get the daisy wheel in this 
position from the disc manager, 
press [PTR] and increase the left 



offset to an appropriate figure - say 
30 - by pressing [f6]. Press [ENTER] 
and the daisy wheel moves to the 
middle of the platen, freeing it from 
the edge of the bail bar. 

You can now lift the cover and 
change the wheel or ribbon. [EXIT] 
puts you back into disc 
management mode. 
A Graham Johnston 
Lanarkshire 



lagement. Printer idle. 
Idle licoiiti 
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Clear offset 
Increase offset 
Decrease offset 




EXIT 









Moving the print head with left offset' 
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JOIN THE CLUB! 

If you're looking for the best prices, best games, best offers and best service, 
then join Special Reserve. Or join Official Secrets if you're looking for more... 



Special Reserve 



£5.00 



Official Secrets £22.00 



Club Privileges 



All club members benefit from: 



• Special offers: at prices you might not believe! 

• Bi-monthly Buyer's Guide each with details of 40 games, building to a valued reference. 

• Membership card with privilege number, and folder for the Buyer's Guides. 

• FAST despatch, normally the day after receipt of order. Most lines in stock. 

• Each product sent individually by 1 st class post. Many will fit through your letter-box. 

• 7-day sales hotline, open until 8pm weekdays, 10 to 5.30 Saturdays, 11 to 5 Sundays. 

• Written order confirmation and receipt. Order query line manned weekdays. 

• New titles may be ordered in advance and will be despatched upon publication. 

• Instant refunds available on request for delayed titles. 

• No commitment, no obligation to buy anything and no "minimum purchase". 



P rices include VAT and carriage 

All the best software, carefully selected and available to members only at truly 
extraordinary prices. You can buy at the same time as joining • or join now and 
select from our catalogue. There is no obligation to buy anything. 



Games- 



9.99 
12.49 
12.49 
10.49 



15.49 
15.49 
15.49 
15.49 
15.49 



RRP SRP 

BOB WINNER (ACTION) ...24.95 8.49 

BRIAN CLOUGH'S 

FOOTBALL FORTUNES ...14.99 8.99 

BRIDGE PLAYER 2000 19.95 13.49 

BRIDGE PLAYER 2150 

GALACTICA 29.95 19.99 

CLASSIC GAMES 4 
(BRIDGE 2000, CHESS 88, 

BACKGAMMON, DRAFTS) 19.95 13.99 

CLOCK CHESS '89 19.95 13.99 

COLOSSUS CHESS 4 17.99 10.49 

CYRUS CHESS 2 24.95 6.49 

DISTRACTIONS 

(4 GAMES FOR 8256) 19.95 11.47 

PCW CHALLENGE (ACE, 
SKYWAR, STRIP POKER, 

FORMULA 1) 19.99 13.49 

SCRABBLE 19.95 13.49 

STARGLIDER (8000) 24.95 7.99 

STEVE DAVIS SNOOKER 17.99 11.49 
STRIKE FORCE 

HARRIER (8000) 24.99 7.99 

TETRIS (8000 SERIES) ... 1 9.99 6.99 

TOMAHAWK 19.95 13.49 

TRIVIAL PURSUIT 19.95 8.49 

Utilities rrp srp 

AMS COMPLETE DESKTOP PUBLISHER + MOUSE 69.95 48.99 

AMS STOP PRESS DESK TOP PUBLISHER 44.95 28.49 

AMS STOP PRESS DESK TOP PUBLISHER + MOUSE 79.95 54.99 

DBASE II 69.95 51.99 

DEVPAC80 49.95 39.99 

GRAPHICS PLUS (8000 SERIES) 24.99 16.99 

LIGHTNING BASIC PLUS 24.95 16.99 

MASTERFILE 8000 DATABASE 49.95 32.99 

MINI OFFICE PRO' PLUS 49.95 29.99 

MONEY MANAGER PLUS 39.95 26.99 

PROTEXT WORD PROCESSOR 59.95 37.99 

SUPERCALC 2 SPREADSHEET 69.99 49.99 



Adventures rrp srp 

Level 9 

GNOME RANGER 14.95 9.99 

INGRID'SBACK 19.95 

LANCELOT 19.95 

SCAPEGHOST 19.95 

TIME&MAGIK 14.95 

Magnetic Scrolls 

CORRUPTION 24.95 

FISH! 24.95 

JINXTER 24.95 

THE GUILD OF THIEVES ...24.95 
THE PAWN 24.95 

Infocom 

HITCHHIKERS 24.99 12.49 

LEATHER GODDESSES (8256) 24.99 1 2.49 
STATIONFALL 24.99 12.49 

Abstract Concepts 

MINDFIGHTER 24.99 7.99 

Artronic 

PCW ADVENTURE (8000) ...14.99 10.49 



Confidential 



32-page A4 bi-monthly glossy magazine 




Confidential is written for people who take their fun seriously. If you are into Adventure, 
Strategy, FRPs, MUGs, PBMs, D&Ds, or if you would simply like to see more from 
behind the scenes then Confidential is essential reading. Regular features include 
Personnel File, Dead Letters, The Man in Black, Feature Articles, Brain Teasers, Diary, 
News, Competitions, and The Boss Upstairs. Club participation is welcomed. 

\ JinOm& HdnCJ&r Level 9s award-winning 3-part adventure 

id Bottom low. 
/ did please 1 

'LlilG Manned weekdays and Sundays 



Starring Ingrid Bottomlow. "Go out and buy Gnome Ranger pronto" said Atari ST User. 
If you already did please tick the box for a Surprise Alternative. 



Help- 

Advice and hints to help you solve most games. 

&p6Cldl HGSGtVG Included in the membership fee 
All the features and benefits of Special Reserve membership . 

Myth 



A mini-adventure by Magnetic Scrolls 



Magnetic Scrolls, authors of The Pawn, The Guild of Thieves, Jinxter, Corruption 

and Fish! have now written Myth exclusively for members of Official Secrets. 
Amazingly enough, it is included in the price of membership. Set in Ancient Greece, 
you play the part of a young god striving to prove himself worthy of immortality. You'll 
meet the Ferryman, have a chance to cheat Death, and do battle against the nine- 
headed Hydra guarding the gates to the Underworld. Myth includes the state-of-the-art 
Magnetic Scrolls parser and those incredible graphics. For most computers - disk only. 
Only to members of Official Secrets - Free - Out Now. 




Myth Reviews 

Crash Smash 91%,Commodore User 90%, Amiga Format 87%, TGM 85% 



To order please write, or complete the coupon, or telephone us on 0279 600204. Please note that there is a surcharge of 50p per item for orders placed by telephone. 



Order Form 



Non-members please add the membership fee 



Name 

Address 



Existing members please enter your membership number. 
Special Reserve membership £5 UK, £6 EEC, £7 World or 
Official Secrets membersh ip £2 2 UK, £25 EEC or £30 World 
with Gnome Ranger and Myth f I or with Surprise Alternative and Myth |~" 

8000PLUS [£" 
Item r 



Post Code- 
Computer- 



Phone No. 



Item 



*5.257*3.57*3.07*TAPE 



Payable to: Special Reserve or Official Secrets 
P.O. Box 847, Harlow, CM21 9PH 

Special Reserve and Official Secrets are trading names of Inter-Mediates Ltd. 
Reg. Office: 2 South Block, The Maltings, Sawbridgeworth, Herts CM21 9PG. 



total £ 



Credit card expiry date 

*CHEQUE/'POSTAL ORDER/" ACCESS/'VISA 
(Including Connect, Mastercard, Eurocard, Switch etc) 
" Delete where applicable 



Overseas orders must be paid by credit card 
Prices include UK Postage and Packing 

EEC orders please add 70p per item 
World orders please add £1 .50 per item 



NEW MODEMS 

QUAD SPEED ■ MNP5 



• V22bis - V22 - V23 - V21 

• Error Correction - MNP4 

• Battery Back-up 



Hayes Compatible 

Data Compression - MNP5 

Fully Automatic 



Special Price Normal Price 
THE HI-TEC EC2400 (approved) £399 £699 

THE HI-TEC EC2400 (unapproved) £299 
THE HI-TEC EC9600 £699 £1299 

Next Day Delivery By Credit Card 



m 



HI - TEC MODEMS Ltd. 

131 Wellington Street, Peterborough, Cambs PE1 5DU 

PHONE: 0733 897333 FAX: 0733 558974 

Trade / Dealer Enquiries Welcome 



DATA - ACCESS 



TEL: 0554 ■ 771977 



Printer Ribbon Re-Inking Service 

Have your FABRIC printer ribbon fully re-inked by the experts and save £££'s. I 
Our guarantee - send your used FABRIC printer ribbon plus* 
payment and we will have it in the post and on its way back lot 
you within 48 hours of arrival on our premises 

Black - Brown - Orange - Blue - Green - Red - Purple 

ribbons all re-inked in original colour 
Trial Offer only £1 .60 per ribbon (send as many as you wish, 
we will even pay postage both ways!) 
Send ribbon(s) plus payment to:- 

Data Access (Dept 8+) FREEPOST, 

LLANELLI, DYFED, SA15 1ZZ (no stamp required) 

»Ribbon re-inkers to Educational & Local Authorities« 

(Special prices 1" Industrial - Commercial ribbons) 

(77 Penyfan - LLaneiii - Dyfed SA 15 1JG) 
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Custom Made Computer Cables 
Supplied at 
Very Competitive Prices 

U pur Computer Cafes and Connections made In meaare and ait 
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write for a ouotation. rail be surprised hew Stile custom made connect inns 
for yow PCW cost. 



! i«H* : ISZ3Z kiteriaz to tftxfcm I Lenglk 1 metre I £1390 IE VtT S Postage. 



J. P. Main Computer Services 

CJ4 Uteri Boad. tUntm [sses Mlrt! MK Td. MDZ7 21170 
Z2 Hood Koad. Bantam. Essex. PMC UT Tet C4H27 2T571 



PCWDRAW 



A full function drafting program - produces clear drawings on your PCW printer. 

Prints across or down page - small drawings can be positioned anywhere on page. 

Menu-driven, pixel accuracy. Draws lines, rectangles, arcs, circles, ellipses 

from simple key strokes. Also freehand sketches with zoom facility. 20 fill 

patterns, 3 line thicknesses, 4 line styles. 

Undo and Restore commands, allows backtracking up to 40 steps. 

Four methods for saving all or parts of drawing for re-use. 

Price £39.95 ( inc. VAT p&p ) cash with order 

NOW INCLUDES DETAIL EDITOR. 

Also NEW: Pattern Puzzles. A series of five puzzles with difficulty set 

by the user - fro m simple to brain blasting 11.50 



HTB Computers Ltd 

Broadwater House, Broadwater Road, Romsey, Hants S051 8GT 
0794-516279 

An Amstrad Advanced System Centre 



PCW SUPPLIES 



RIBBONS 



AMSTRAD PCW 8256/8512 


MULTISTRIKE 


£2.35 




NYLON 


£2.35 


AMSTRAD PCW 9512 


MULTISTRIKE 


£1.99 




NYLON 


£1.99 



MAXELL 3 DISKS £1.85 EACH 

CLEANPRINT - CLEANING RIBBON 

CLEANS AND LUBRICATES PRINT HEAD * IMPROVES PRINT QUALITY 

PCW 8256/8512 £5.00 PCW 9512 £4.50 

CLEANHEAD - 3 CLEANING DISK £5.50 
ANTISTATIC CLEANING SPRAY £3.65 

ORDER ANY 12 ITEMS AND GET FREE CARRIAGE 

Just add VAT @ 15% and if 
ordering below 12 items 23p- 
each for carriage. 
Payment for PO, Cheque or 
Credit Card. 



NOVATECHl 



31 HOLLY DRIVE 
WATERLOOVILLE 
PORTSMOUTH 
P07 8HN 



(0705) 255779 



Laser Typesetting 



Our new improved service brings low cost laser 
printing and typesetting to the PCW and PC user 
from £1 per sheet. Ideal for books, reports, etc. 

Wide range of type sty&s and sizes 

Phone or write for full details. 

LASER IMAGES 

39 Belle Vue Terrace ■ Sandbach ■ Cheshire • CW1 1 0NR 
TELEPHONE (0270)760531 



also Disc Conversions from £5 



MAKE YOUR AMSTRAD EARN! 



Yes making money with your Amstrad becomes incidental when you know how. 
Your micro is, if only you knew it, a gold mine. The size and make is irrelevant. 
Make the initial effort NOW by starting your own 

HOME BASED BUSINESS 

This may be the most important move you will ever make! 
REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone else's "ditch". Anyone in the 
country, including YOU, can become very rich in a relatively short period of time just 
by doing a few basic things! It's more rewarding than playing games. The benefits 
are many and varied. Full or part time. For FREE details send S.A.E. to: 



HOME BASED 
BUSINESS 

1 31,PILTONPLACE(8+13) 

KING AND QUEEN STREET, 

WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 




TIPOFFS 





and 10 inclusive. Now, it you use the line 
X%-RND*10 


Random chance 


■**■ How do 1 get random 
|uj| numbers in a BASIC 
kVJ listing? 

m9 Peter Lewis-Smith 


you get something odd in the distribution 
of the results. Suppose you get a 
thousand numbers by this line; you'll get 
about a hundred Is, a hundred 2s, and 


Fishguard 
Dyfed (again) 


so on up to a hundred 9s - but you'll only 
get fifty 10s, with an unwanted fifty Os too. 
So, add the line 


8000 PLUS: To oet a random number 
assigned to a variable x use the 
command 
X=RND 


IFX%=OTHENX%=10 

and your distribution will be right. 

Finally, because of the way your 
PCW works out random numbers, you 


which makes x anything between and 1. 

Similarly 

X=RND*10 


always get the same sequence every 
time you run a program - unless you 
include the line 


gives you a random number between 
and 10. 

However, most of the time you want 
a random whole number between, say, 1 


RANDOMIZE PEEK (64504!) 
somewhere before you start asking for 
random numbers. This will give you a 
much more random selection. 



n 



Better template than never 



One template per group 
in LocoScript can be 
restrictive, and it's 
difficult to distinguish 
them as they're all called 
TEMPLATE.STD! 

So here's an alternative 
method of working. Name the first 
group TEMPLATE and keep it 
exclusively for templates. Give 
them systematic names, for 
example LETA41 0.007. (The 
underline character is [SHIFT] 
hyphen). The LET says it's for 
letters, A4 size, at 10 pitch. The 
.007 shows it's template number 7. 
To create a document in that 
template, copy the template to the 
required group using [f3], giving 



the new name when copying as 
the name the document is to 
have, but leaving the .007 at the 
end. Then the name of the 
document might be MUM3.007, 
showing it's the third letter I've 
written to Mum this year, in 
template number 7. 

This loses the ability of 
creating documents with C and 
also the first group. But on the 
plus side you can see easily from 
a document's name which 
template it was written in - by 
referring to the TEMPLATE group 
list - and you have an unlimited 
number of templates. 
Doug Maughan 
Winchester 







1 when the 'Ok' appears type 
1 OPEN 

"0",1 /'PROFILE. SUB":PRINT 




What boots it 


I 


TSWM Here's a way to create a 


1 PROFILE.SUBfilein 


#1,"OFFICE":CLOSE1 


H 1 one line! Remember 


- and this creates a file called 


■■■■ that, if you have the files 


PROFILE.SUB on the disc with 


SUBMIT.COM and 


the required line. 


J(whatever)CPM3.EMS on your 


To run a BASIC program 


startup disc for a program, then 


directly on startup in this way, 


anything contained in the file 


called GAME.BAS say, the line 


PROFILE. SUB will be 'typed in' 


would be 


for you automatically on start up. 


OPEN "0",1, "PROFILE. SUB": 


If, for example, the 


PRINT #1 ."BASIC GAME": 


PROFILE. SUB contains the word 


CLOSE 1 


OFFICE 


and if you want two or more 


then the above files on your Mini 


lines, make each one a separate 


Office startup disc would cause 


PRINT #1 statement, separated 


Mini Office to be run 


by colons. 


automatically. 


To check the contents of the 


Here's how to create that 


PROFILE.SUB file, type 


PROFILE.SUB file. Run up CP/M 


TYPE PROFILE.SUB to view the 


by inserting your CP/M disc (or a 


result. 


copy) and at the A> type 


Alistair Craigie 


BASIC 


Prestwick 


ending with [RETURN]. Then 


Ayrshire 



If it moves, lock it 

His there any way of 
selecting 'caps lock', in 
which all letters come 
out as upper case but 
numbers as numbers, postcode 
fashion (E.G. HU14 7DF ETC.) 
from within a BASIC program 
without the user having to press 
[ALT][ENTER]? 
Alistair Craigie 
Prestwick 
Ayrshire 

8000 PLUS: Yes. This routine does it: 



01FORaddress=&H3BTO&H48 

02 READ byte$ : byte=VAL("&H"+byte$) : 
POKE address.byte 

03 NEXT : routine=&H3B : CALL routine 

04 DATA 01,20,10,CD,5A,FG,DD, 

00,CD,5A,FC,DA,00,C9 

Those Os in the data statement are 
zeroes, not letter Os. The penultimate 
line of the program, to remove the lock, 
then becomes 

POKE &H3D.0: CALL routine: 

This routine was written by John 
Eggeling, one of Tipoffs' regular 
contributors. 



Protext power start 



m 



Making your Protext copy disc as a startup is easy. The files 
you probably have on are something like 



CONFIG .COM 28K PCW .PTR 2K PROTEXT .COM 44K 
DCOPY .COM 4K PROFILE .SUB 1 K SPELL .COM 24K 
J14CPM3 .EMS 40K PROTEXT .CFG 1K SUBMIT .COM 6K 

...total 1 50K. Fine, except that you don't quite have room to get the 
29K file SETPRINT on it. Shame that the SUBMIT and PROFILE take 
up the 7K that would let you get it on. 

The answer on an 8256 or 851 2 is to hack into J14CPM3.EMS 
using SID to make it run PROTEXT.COM automatically. Usually it 
looks for a file SUBMIT.COM automatically on startup and 
automatically runs that - provided there is also a file PROFILE.SUB 
on the disc. 

So, use SID to hack into the .EMS file on your startup and 
change SUBMIT at 5CA2 to read PROTEXT instead. Then use 
Protext to create an empty file PROFILE.SUB on the disc; erase 
SUBMIT.COM and PROFILE.SUB which you don't need any more; 
you can now add SETPRINT.COM and stilt have 1 K free! 

If you're not familiar with SID, the steps are as follows. In CP/M, 
with your CP/M copy disc in the drive (side 3 if you have an 8256 or 
8512) type 
SID 
ending with [RETURN]. At the # prompt, insert your Protext startup 



(copy) disc and type 

RA:J14CPM3.EMS 

ending with [RETURN]. Now type 

d5ca2 

[RETURN] and you should see in the table on the right hand side the 

words SUBMIT. To overwrite this with PROTEXT, type 

s5ca2 

[RETURN] and then type 

"PROTEXT 

- the quote is important - then [RETURN], then a full stop and 

[RETURN]. Then save the amended file with 

WA:J14CPM3.EMS 

[RETURN] and there you go. Leave SID by pressing [ALT]C. 

Finally, save a completely empty file under the name 
PROFILE.SUB. You can now erase SUBMIT.COM and copy 
SETPRINT.COM onto the disc instead. Your disc now starts up CP/M 
as normal but runs PROTEXT straight away, without ever showing the 
A> prompt. 

Your new directory on the startup disc will be 

CONFIG .COM 28K PCW .PTR 2K PROTEXT .COM 44K 
DCOPY .COM 4K PROFILE .SUB OK SETPRINT.COM 29K 
J14CPM3 .EMS 40K PROTEXT .CFG 1K SPELL .COM 24K 

Basil Pigg, Bath, Avon 
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Data transfers between 

PCW's and PC's (also BBC's) 

3 1 / 2 ", 5 1 / 4 " and 3" formats 

Full details, S.A.E. please, from: 

Mapej 8 

32 Carew Road, 

Mitcham,Surrey,CR4 2JH 

Tel: 01 640 7676 



\ 



GET A DETAILED TIME & 
MATERIALS BREAKDOWN FOR 
JOB -AUTOMATICALLY 




A FAST, WELL PROVEN 

PROFESSIONAL SYSTEM 

DESIGNED SPECIALLY 

FOR BUILDING WORK 

RUNS ON ANY PC 

OR PCW COMPUTER 

SUPER EASY TO USE 

CALL NOW 



0387-88612 



OTftftMS© 



for your FREE 
INFORMATION 
PACK 





FACTOTUM 



The Servant who runs his Master's affairs 



TURN YOUR PCW 8512 INTO 
YOUR MAW FRIDAY 



■ ELECTRONIC DIARY - including appointments, birthday and anniversary 
reminders. Plus Filofax printout. 

■ ELECTRONIC ADDRESS LIST - Automatically addressed letters, labels. Christmas 
cards, circulars, and telephone directory. 

■ ELECTRONIC BUDGET CONTROL - Monthly expenditure, income tax forecasts, 
capital goods lists. 

If you own LocoScript 2, LocoFile and LocoMail, FACTOTUM , the tried and tested 
collection of specially written programmes, will enable you to get the best from your 
PCW8512. 

Why spend frustrating hours trying to write programmes like this? Avoid all those 
Error messages, the bafflement and the frustration. 

Please make your cheque payable to Tudor Systems. £14.95 includes VAT. packaging 
and first class postage. Delivery within 28 days. 

TUDOR SYSTEMS, TUDOR COTTAGE, STONEACRE LANE, OTHAM, 
KENT. ME15 8RT. Tel: 0622 861775 



Expert help from experienced writers and 
self-publishers for anyone who needs to get 
words into print. 

•DESKTOP PUBLISHING •LASER PRINTING 

• TRAINING •GRAPHICS & ILLUSTRATION 

• DATA CONVERSION FROM 3 INCH DISCS 

TRAINING COURSES in PCW and PC-based 
desktop publishing, word processing, etc. 
Combine a short break in Cumbria with a 
friendly training course, pitched at your level of 
experience. Individual and small group courses. 

Groundwork, Old Gatehouse, Station Square, 
Grange-over-Sands, LA11 6EH. Tel 05395 33600 





Z88 Import/Export, from C Port, allows 
easy exchange of files between any Amstrad 
PCW and the Z88. 

PipeDream text files can be converted for 
reading into LocoScript. 

A Printer server allows the Z88 to print onto 
the PCW's printer. 

The program is easy to use, and is complete 
with instructions and a connecting cable. 

Available now for £29.95, this utility is 
indispensable to those who use the PCW 
and the Z88. 

Requires a PCW8256, 8512 or 9512 with 
the CPS8256 serial interface add-on. 

software diffusion limited 

38 wigmore street, london wlh 9df 

Tel: (01) 224 0586 Fax: (01) 224 8472 



gfiowsde^fa^ 



Strangwiyi House 

9 Stnngwayt Tenm 

Truro, Cornwall TR1 2NY 

Telephone (0872) 223212 

Have you considered writing as a hobby? Noms de Plume offers 

something different in the way of encouragement. We offer Information. 

We offer Communication. We offer Motivation. 

We offer a Creative Writing course so different we are even tempted to call 

it revolutionary. 

Unorthodox methods and lots of fun are guaranteed, and perhaps a new 

and lucrative interest will emerge as well. 

If you would like details of this new concept, please contact: 

9\[pms de Tlumt 

9, Strangeways Terrace, 
Truro, Cornwall, TR1 2NY. 
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Pinfold Print 



Continuous Stationery Specialists 

for 

Business Forms - Single & Multi-Part Sets 

Letterheads - Mailing Labels 

Single or Multi-Colour and Tints 

Artwork Production Facilities Available 

Quick Service - Generally Less Than 7 Days 

For Example :- 1,000 letterheads ,11" x 9 V 2 " on 80gram 

Bond, one colour:- £50 +V.A.T. (£12.00 /1.000 after first) 

For further information and samples, phonejtill 

7.00p.m.- any day), fax, write or Email. 
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Pinfold House. School Lane. Woodhouse. Loughborough. LE12 8UJ 

Tel:- 0509 890262. Email:- Microlink MAG37342 

Fax:- 0509-890430 



GOOD SOFTWARE GUIDE 




These pages provide a comprehensive guide to the Amstrad PCW soft- 
ware. Published in three monthly parts, this time it's the turn of Word 
Processors (including Desk Top Publishers), Accounts/Payroll pack- 
ages and Utilities. We've set out to cover every important piece of soft- 
ware we could lay our hands on, and to give you enough information to 
decide whether they are suitable for you. 

All software will run on both the 9512 and the 8000 series machines, 
though the former's daisywheel printer cannot print graphical output. 

The selection isn't comprehensive, but the software listed here rep- 
resents what we think is the best of that currently available. 

As well as a brief summary of what they do, the main Plus and 
Minus points for each program are listed - Pluses have a ▲ by them, 
Minuses a ▼ . Those we think are particularly noteworthy have a 
corner flash. 
Have fun window shopping! 




Word Processors 



PROTEXT/ 
POCKET PROT 

E59.95/E29.95 • Arnor • 0733 6890! 

The best CP/M wordprocessor. Very fast at moving around 
large files, and packed with features. Works with key combina- 
tions rather than menus, but uses LocoScript keys too. Comes 
complete with a good spelling checker, a lightning 
fast word counter and a very powerful mailmerger. 'Pocket 
Protext' is a stripped down version - essentially the same 
word processing features, but no spell checker or 
mailmerger, and lacking one or two incidental facilities 
like two column printing. Specify which machine you have 
when buying. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

Complete with spelling checker/word counter 
Packed with features, eg. calculate facility, text editor for 
writing programs, 'print to screen' option etc. 
Lets you work with two documents at once 
You can do all of CP/M's functions without leaving Protext 
Very fast at moving around, doing exchanges and so on 
Extremely powerful and flexible mailmerger 
Forces you to learn another new set of control 
keys to use it 
T Not as slick as LocoScript in its printer controls 

EASY LABELLER 

£34.44 • M.A.S.S. • 0603 630768 

Labelling program which stores your names and address list 
and will print out in label format selected items from it. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Useful options like printing out current date 

▲ Good search facilities 

▲ Range of printing options will fit most stationery 

▼ Data needs an entire disc to itself 

▼ Data entry is slowed by constant returning to main menu 

LOCOSCRIPT 2 

£24.95 •Locomotive So 







As bundled with new 9512, the new version of everyone's first 
word processor. If you know how LocoScript 1 works, you'll 
have minimal relearning to do, and it puts right (almost) all the 
defects of the old version at a rock bottom price. Greek and 
Cyrillic alphabets, and even lets you define up to sixteen char- 
acters of your own design. 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 
A 'Find page' command makes moving around faster 

▲ Superb range of foreign accents and symbols available 

▲ Can now drive daisywheel and other printers 

▲ Has DISCKIT's formatting and copying built into it 

▲ New 300-page manual 

▼ Mailmerger and spelling checker not included 

T Inconvenient for regular CP/M users 

T Still no word counter! 

T Still slow at Find, Exchange and scrolling 



LOCOSPELL 

£19.95 • Locomotive/Amsoft • 0306 740606 

The ultimate spelling checker for LocoScript users. It is run as 
a simple menu choice while you are editing a document nor- 
mally and you can check either an entire document or only a 
paragraph. When it finds an error, it suggests a correction. 
Reasonably fast, given LocoScript's inherent sloth. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Runs totally from within LocoScript 

▲ Can do small sections of a file 

▲ Suggests alternatives for misspelt words 

▲ Reformats the text as it makes corrections 

A Provides the much-missed LocoScript word counter 

▼ Can't remove spellings you don't like 

T The manual gets bogged down sometimes 

T Slow at scrolling the dictionary window 

LOCOMAIL 

£29.95 • Locomotive/Amsoft • 03! 

As a mailmerger for LocoScript, it's difficult to see how any- 
thing could be better than this. It runs directly from LocoScript, 
and can process any LocoScript commands. Has many 
advanced features and is highly recommended for all 
LocoScript users. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
▲ 

A 






ii€ 



You don't have to run it from CP/M 

Can print any LocoScript text formatting commands 

Can automatically rejustify paragraphs after insertion 

Can insert numeric calculations into letters 

Can read data from non-LocoScript (ie. ASCII) files 

Large manual, with example files on disc 

Poweful selection procedures - like a database 

Need separate program to sort and filter addresses 

before a print run 



PROSPELL 

£29.95 'Amor •073368909 

A stand-alone spell checker for use with almost any wordpro- 
cessor that runs on the PCWs. Reads LocoScript, WordStar 
and ASCII files, and allows you to make corrections directly, 
view the context, change the dictionary etc. Specify which 
machine when buying. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Checks LocoScript and WordStar documents directly. 
A Displays the context of a suspect word 
A Can edit misspellings directly from Prospell 
A Anagram and crossword solvers too 
▼ Processes files of 15K or more in sections 

POCKET WORDSTAR 

£49.95 • MicroPro/Davis Rubin • 0386 853610 

For many business users, word processing means Word Star. 
Almost everything you could need in a text processor is here 
and despite the title this "Pocket" version has all the features 
of the original. Efficient and proven, but now showing its age 
and there are alternatives unless you are committed to 
WordStar already. £20 extra buys the De Luxe version with 
spell checker. 
PLUSES- MINUSES 

A Probably the world's most widely used word-processor 
A Documentation is complex but well-structured 
A Includes a mail merge utility 



A Keystroke commands fully described on on-screen menus 

▼ Doesn't make full use of the PCW keyboard and printer 

▼ Page and margin formatting commands awkward to use 

NEWWORD 

£69.00 • NewStar Software • 0245 265017 

NewWord exploits the WordStar market by doing the same job 

better. It uses much the same key commands as WordStar 

and will even edit documents prepared under WordStar. 

Comes with a spelling checker, and the on-screen help is 

slightly better than WordStar's, though the keystokes are still 

as obscure 

PLUSES- MINUSES 

A Does everything WordStar does, even reads WordStar files 

A Spelling checker included 

A Can un-erase words and lines 

A Onscreen help better than WordStar's 

A Full reformatting of text within mailmerger 

T Weak on use of keypad and printer support 

T Like WordStar, formatting troubles and obscure commands 

LABEL PRINTER 

£25.00 • Microdraw • 0622 685481 

Very similar program to Easy Labeiler if not quite as powerful. 

Usual features of a labeiler and you can store comments with 

each label's data. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Menus simple - easy to get the program going 

A Fast data entry 

A Can store comments with each entry 

T No import or export of data 

T Data needs an entire disc to itself 



LOCOKEY 



£14.95 • Locomotive Software • 0306 740606 

This successor to LocoChar is a keyboard customiser which 

means that any key can be made to produce any letter. The 

program will reproduce any one of the sixteen LocoChar- 

defined characters. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Enables customisation to any distribution of 

keyboard letters 
A Handles any combinations of accent and character 
A Is fun and easy to use 
▼ Will only be of limited use 

ANSIBLEINDEX PLUS 

£29.95 • Ansible Information • 0672 62576 

The upgraded version of the LocoScript document indexer. 
Type in your LocoScript document as normal highlighting the 
words to be indexed with a LocoScript (+RV) code. The pro- 
gram will then compile an alphabetical list of entries complete 
with the page number on which they appear. A friendly, useful 
little package. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Don't need to convert files into ASCII files 
A Word counter also included 
A Runs with both LocoScript 1 and 2 
A One index can be created for a series of documents 
A Indexes can be edited on screen 
A Index entries can be inverted; instead of 'mutton pie,' for 
example, 'pie, mutton.' 
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Account, 



VITAL PROCES 
SERIES 

£29.95 -39.95 each -Vital 

Series of three programs designed to help you look after 
your money and your assets. The Savings Processor is 
ideal for someone with a portfolio of stocks and shares; 
it tells you your 'net worth' like a balance sheet. The 
Insurance Processor helps you make an inventory of all 
your possessions and put a value on them, while the 
Income Processor helps you keep tabs on your incomings 
and outgoings. 

PLUSES ■MINUSES 

▲ Income Processor allows you to budget efficiently 
A Insurance Processor can complete inventories 

room by room 

▲ Savings Processor is a fast and efficient way of keeping 
track of share values 

▼ You have to be keen to do all the research 

▼ It can be time-consuming 

▼ With the Income Processor, it's difficult getting all the 
information you need from the manual 

▼ It's not always clear how some of the 
operations work 

CHECK ACCOUNT II 

£14.95 • Wlolesott • 03722 75053 

Written specifically for the home user, this program 
maintains four accounts per disc in familiar bank- 
statement form. Its analysis feature shows trends and 
forecasts how much you can afford to spend. The 
interest-estimating feature can keep track of Building 
Society accounts where interest earned varies with the 
amount deposited. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

▲ Designed solely for home accounts 
A Easy to learn from demo file 

▼ Relatively slow screen update 

▼ You have to be organised to keep it up to date 

DIGITA BUSIN 
CONTROLL 

£69.95 • Digita Internatioi 

Not a full accounting system, but a very easy-to-use package 
with an excellent manual. Nominal ledger already set up and 
you can be up and running in minutes. No aged creditor/debtor 
lists can be produced, and problems with VAT handling- not 
realty for VAT businesses. For other small business it's very 
good value. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

▲ Delight to use with a very good manual 

▲ You can get the system working in minutes 

▲ Financial ratios can be included in reports 

▼ No facility for producing aged debtors/ 
creditors list 

BOOK-KEEPING 
AND ACCOUNTS 

£69 (with invoicing, £80.50; with invoicing and 
stocks, £92) • Manx Tapes • 0624 813071 

Recently updated suite of programs advocating a very 
traditional style of double-entry book-keeping. Useful 
demonstration disc also supplied with more than 200 
example accounts. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Solid, traditional approach to double-entry book-keeping 

▼ Program doesn't make full use of the PCW 
T Screen prompts not always that helpful 

▼ Written in BASIC, so prone to sluggishness 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS 

£199.00 • Compact Software Ltd • 0703 611214 

Another very large integrated package supplied on several 





discs and consisting of sales, purchase and nominal 
ledger together with invoicing. The package is available on 
much larger micros, and since the format in which data is 
produced is the same as on PCWs, the system is particularly 
suitable for users planning to upgrade their hardware at a 
later date. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Audit trails are an auditor's dream 

▲ Data can be used in WordStar, Multiplan or 
SuperCalc 2 

▲ Superb prepayment facility 

▲ Can run a number of companies separately 

▲ Easily transported to bigger computers 

▼ Lots of disc swapping necessary 

T Can be slow to use - it runs in Mallard Basic 

▼ Quirks in cash allocation routine and account 
code system 

M A.P. INTEGRAL 
ACCOUNTS 

E249+VAT- MAP Systems '061 

This is a very powerful package moved onto the PCW at a 
fraction of its cost on larger micros. The size makes it a I 
ittle cumbersome to use, but apart from that there are very 
few significant problems. The integrated suite includes the 
same five modules as Camsoft, but they are supplied on 
four sides of disc, making it effectively impossible for the 
software to be run as an integrated system on an 
unexpanded 8256. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ A very comprehensive and professional package 

▲ Very good audit trails 

▲ Sales/purchase ledgers can run over different periods 

▲ Facility for handling prepayments and accruals 

▲ Able to print full management accounts 

T The size of the programs means lots of disc swapping 

T All normal responses need to be in upper case 

CORNIX SIMPLE 
ACCOUNTS 

£69.95 • Cornix • 0462 422232 

Simple cash-book style package which allows you to keep 
track of debtors and creditors (though not aged ones). Simple 
to use and you can make changes if you make a mistake. 
Slow to use for complex operations and number of entries in 
given period is limited, but very good simple program for 
small businesses. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

▲ Simple, easy-to-use program 
A Can correct errors 

A Keeps track of debtors and creditors 

▼ Slow for complex operations 

T Ability to alter figures won't please accounting purists 

CAMSOFT PSIL 

E180.14+VAT • Cambrian Software • 0766 831878 

Consists of five integrated packages: Sales, purchase and 
nominal ledgers, invoicing and stock control. In terms of 
sophistication it falls somewhere between the Sagesoft 
package and the larger systems from MAP and Compact. 
But it's easier to run than the larger packages since all the 
softwarecan be sgueezed into the M drive. Good package for 
a small company. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Already set up for 8256 or 851 2 

A No need for pre printed stationery 
A Excellent sort and search facilities 
A Invoices shown on screen as you create them 

▼ Constant need to input full five-digit account codes 

▼ No final accounts reports available on nominal ledger 

▼ No facility to run the ledgers in different 
accounting periods 

IN BUSINESS 

£149.90 • Cavalier Software • 01-639 6683 

A comprehensive integrated package. Comprises 'Intact' 
accounts and 'Instock' stock control, available separately for 
£59.95 each. Well designed, easy to run and powerful enough 
for most businesses 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Other packages (eg: Teleadd' address book) can be added 




A Comprehensive range of features when used as a package 

A Sophisticated pricing and order features in Instock section 

A Flexible accounts, traps most mistakes, useful summaries 

A Interesting forward planning facility in stock control 

▼ Manual gives you a confusing number of options 

SMALL BUSINESS 
ACCOUNTS 

£69.95 • NewStar • 0245 265017 

Using the split-screen method, the prompt-driven program 
leads you through the hazards of double-entry book-keeping 
as painlessly as possible. Again, very useful demonstration 
files supplied with the program. It also handles VAT easily 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Excellent system of screen prompts 

A Good demonstration files 

A One of the easiest double-entry systems for the novice 

▼ Manual is really for the PC 

SAGE ACCQ 

£87 •Sagesoft 

An integrated accounts package consisting of purchase, 
sales and nominal led§W£ffor another £50 you can buy 
Accounts Plus which also has invoicing and stock control. 
Aimed at small companies with the emphasis on ease of 
setting up. But a number of limitations, eg. the package cannot 
cope too easily with rapidly increasing numbers of customers 
and suppliers. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Clean, tidy and logical screen layouts and menus 

A Easy to set up and use with excellent documentation 

A Good audit trails and VAT reports 

A Can produce formatted trial balances 

▼ Restrictive account numbering system 

▼ Only single Nominal ledger and VAT analysis per item 

▼ Does not cater for settlement discounts 
T Won't print remittance advice slips 

T Cramped on 951 2 printer - need 1 7 pitch daisywheel 

M A.P PAYROLL 

E199+VAT • MAP Systems • 061 624 5662 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Can amend and re-run at any stage (even after printing) 

A Cash analysis is broken down into departments 

A System prevents re-use or amendment of leavers 

A Can hold up to 40 standard hourly and weekly wage rates 

▼ No SSP calculation facility (but can record all 
amounts paid) 

T Programs necessitate a lot of disc swapping 

▼ No printed record of automatic tax code changes 

SAGESOFT POPULAR 
PAYROLL 

£61 -Sagesoft -0912131555 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Any or all employees payroll can be rerun at any stage 

A Full pay history available for ail employees and leavers 

A Calculates average pay for holidays etc 

A Very easy to install 

▼ Limited number of additions/deductions 

▼ Doesn't print a list of cheques 

▼ No analysis of additions/deductions 

COMPACT PAYROLL 

E139+VAT ■ Compact Software Ltd • 0703 611214 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Supplied with test data 

A Facility to change employees tax codes following budget 
A Can run payroll for several companies 
A Program available for PC compatibles - 
data transportable 

▼ Must be run from the master discs 

T Needs input form and check calculation for each employee 

▼ Once payslips are printed nothing can be changed 
T Most expensive payroll program 

CAMSOFT PAYROLL 

E60+VAT • Cambrian Software • 0766 831878 
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Desktop Publishing Accessory Discs 



HD1 CLIPS & FONTS £13. 50 (NB*"( 

12 Versatile fonts plus 60 clip art illustrations 

HD2 DESKTOP MAGIC E1 3.50 (NB*) 

100's of clip art graphics including, Dogs, Cats, Cars, 
Buildings, Advertising Aids and many more, plus the 
amazing border maker, 90 graphics for trims and bor- 
ders. 

(NB* HD 1&2 are available for all DTP except the 
Desktop Publisher) 
HD3 "IMAGE KIT" £13.50 

(Available for all DTP)44 Selected larger graphics, 
from Spitfires to Butterflies, from Cannons to Steam 
Trains, 

HD4 "POSTER KIT" £13.50 

(Available for all DTP)Larger cut and paste lettering in 
four styles inc. Olde English outline. 
HD5 "PAGE MAGIC" £1 3.50 

(Available for all DTP)This disk contains figures, por- 
traits, a selection of digitized pictures and 14 ready 
made decorative frarm 




CLIP PACK. ( NB** )A selection of 280 
graphics from HD 1 S 2 and formatted for 
The Desktop Publisher 



**£13.50 



ALL DISCS ARE COMPATIBLE WITH 
MICRODESIGN II 
Please specify which DTP software when placing an order 
Merry Christmas to all our Customers! 
(WRITE OR PHONE FOR OUR FREE INFO SHEETS) 
HD DESIGN 
3 ROUNDTHORN WAY, GOLDSWORTH PARK, 
WOKING, SURREY. GU21 39N. 
TELEPHONE: 04867 81394 



SIGNWRITER/ 



Quality lettering 
from your PCW 



£29.95 



Many extra fonts (£5.75 each plus disk), e.g.: 

hUm IDECC Choi Corn Crll 




Also: 

PAPERBASE De Luxe for bibliographies 
LABELWRITER for product labels 
OXSTAT for statistics 

COLOURED RIBBONS 



WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 

Dept. 8P 

hh Roan Street 

London SElO 9JT 

Tel. (01) 858 2699 



External Disc Drives 

Special Offer For January Only 

8256, 8512 & 9512 External Drive B Disc Drives 

TEAC FD235F 3.5" Drives in quality heavy steel cases, grey texture finished. £90 

TEAC FD55 FR 5.25" Drives in grey texture finished steel cases. £95 

Add A Third Drive To A Twin Drive PCW 

As above but with additional switched cabling which allows the 

Drive to be selected as an alternative Drive B. 

3.5" £105 5.25" £110 

Easy to fit - all plug in - full year's guarantee - 
7 day money back if not satisfied - prices include P&P and VAT. 



PINBOARD COMPUTERS 

Unit 9, Bondor Business Centre, 

London Road, 

BALDOCK SG7 6HP 

Tel: 0462 894410 




AMSTRAD 



iz 



COMPUTER 
REPAIRS 



ni 



We repair Amstrad models 464, 664, 6128, 8256, 8512, 
9512, PC1512 and Amstrad Monitors. 
All repairs carry a 3 month warranty. 

* Maintenance now available in West London • 
PHONE US NOW FOR DETAILS 



SUREDATA 



TELEPHONE: 01-902 5218 



DEPT+, UNIT 6 
STANLEY HOUSE 
STANLEY AVENUE 
WEMBLEY, MIDDX HA0 4JB 



AMSOFT 3" DISCS - £24.50 FOR 10 

DISC BOXES ■ TO HOLD 40 X 3" DISCS 

ONLY £9.95 

8256/8512 FABRIC RIBBONS - £2.99 EACH 

9512 RIBBONS - £2.75 EACH 

AMSTRAD PCW 9512 - £510 inc VAT 

AMSTRAD PCW 8512 ■ £499 inc VAT 

AMSTRAD PCW 8256 - £389 inc VAT 

PCW 951 2 SHEETFEEDERS - £99 inc VAT 



PCW Catalogue now available - contact us for details 

All our prices include VAT & 1st class post (UK only) 

Postage overseas - please apply for rates 

The price you see is the price you pay 

Order now from:- 



K&M COMPUTERS, 8P 

140 SANDY LANE CENTRE 

SKELMERSDALE, LANCS, WN8 8LH. 

24 hours phone 0695 29046 




Three Inch Software 
2nd Floor, 73 Surbiton Road, 
1 ■ Kingston upon Thames, KT1 2HG 

I ] 
J 3 Inch Thesaurus £14.95 

Requires 8512 or 9512 and LocoFile 

Over 12,000 Index words accessing a 780k LocoFile datafile 
designed according to Roget's scheme. 

LocoFile 8256/85 1 2 or 95 12 (state which) £28.95 
Requires LocoScript 2. 

PCW9512 Rescue Kit £9.95 
Allows a PCW9512 user to copy files to a disc which can be 
read on a PCW8256. 

Access/MasterCard orders telephone 01-546-2754 



COMPUTER 
Zk**-*^ SERVICES 

Gi2?0 (0202) 431762 



All prices INCLUDE VAT & CARRIAGE 

Cheque/PO's with order please or 

phone using Access or Visa 

HAH orders 
despatched 
same day subject to availability 



DEPT 8000, 32 Granville Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH5 2AH 



MAXELL DISKS 



3" CF2 Per 5 £1 1.75 

Per 10 £22.45 

Head Cleaner £3.95 



STORAGE BOX 



Top guality, Loekable Holds 30. ...£9.75 



PRINTER STAND 



CONTINUOUS STATIONERY 



DUST COVERS 



PROTECT YOUR EQUIPMENT! 

Smart. Washable. & Antistatic 

8256/8512 £11.95 

9512 £13.95 

Fully Adjustable to Fit 

All Printers £9.95 

Full range available Forms Price 

Per Box Per Box 

11x9.5 

1 Pan60GSM(M) PI or MRuled....2000 17.94 

1 Part70GSM(M) Plain 2000 19.33 

1 Part80GSM(M) " 2000 21.14 

1 Parl90GSM(M) " 1000 14.43 

2 Pari NCR * 1000 24.30 

3 Part NCR " 700 26.59 

2PartNCR TINT (While/Pink). .1000 28.01 

3 Part NCR TINT (Whlte/Yellow/Ptnk) 750 30.95 

11.66X9.25 (A4SIZE1 

1 Part60GSM(M) Plain 2000 21.60 

1 Part70GSM(M) " 2000 21.67 

1 Parl80GSM[M) " 2000 25.61 

1 Part90GSM(M) " 1000 16.84 

2 Part NCR80/57 " 1000 35.54 

11x14.5 

1 Part 60GMS Plain or MRuled2000 22.00 

2 Part NCR "..1000 29.14 

3 Part NCR " "..700 35.52 

(M] = Micro perls on all edges 



RIBBONS 



loft 2off 5off 

8256/8512 Norm life 3.95 7.45 16.95 

8256/8512 Extra life 4.95 8.95 19.95 

8256/8512 M/strike 3.95 7.45 16.95 

8256/8512 Fbr Colours'. ...4.95 8.95 19.95 

9512 Norm Life 3.95 7.45 16.95 

9512 Extra Life 4.95 8.95 19.95 

9512 Multistrike 3.95 7.45 16.95 

9512 Fabric Colours* 4.95 8.95 19.95 

* Colours - Blue, Red, Green, Brown 
We have ribbons for 100s of printers 



RIBBON REFRESH ! 



Unique spray allows you to re-ink faded 
fabric ribbons in seconds 1 60ml can.. .£8.95 



COMPUTER LABELS 



Top quality Avery Labels 2000 10000 

1 ACROSS E E 

2 3/ 4 X I**,, 8.00 29.35 

2 % x 1 ',,„ 9.75 36.95 

3 ', 2 x '5, l6 8.50 31.55 

3 ', 2 X 1 ?/ 16 10.95 42.35 

3 ', 2 x V*l H 14.90 59.45 

4 x <5, 1G 8 .95 3395 

4 x 1', 16 1 1.45 44.30 

4 x V*i n '..15.05 59.95 

2 ACROSS 

2 3/4 x '5/16 7.35. ...26.50 

2 3,4 x 1 7/16 8.75. ...32.55 

3 </z X '»/« 8.20. ...30. 10 

3 '/2 x 1 ?/i6 10.95. ...42.35 

3 ',z x 1>S/i<i 14.90. ...59.45 

4 X '5/16 9.25. ...34.75 

4 X 1 7 /16 1 1.45. ...44.30 

4 x 1'5,i6 14. 70. ...58.95 

3 ACROSS 

2 3/4 x 15/16 7.16 25.67 

2 3,4 x 1 7 /i6 8.64 31.97 

3 ',2 X '5/16 7.31 32.32 

3 '/2 X 1 ?/i6 9.75 36.95 

3 '/2 X 1'5/ 16 13.18 51.20 

4 X '5/i6 8.20 30.10 

4 x 17i6 11.11 43.15 

4 x 1'5,i6 14.58 58.37 

FREE TAPE DISPENSER/CUTTER 
( Worth £5.75) with every lOOOO labels! 



GOOD SOFTWARE GUIDE 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Full payslip displayed on screen, any item 
can be amended 

▲ Facility for freehand narrative on any payslip 

▲ Uses M drive for programs to speed operation 

▲ Built in on-screen help facility 

▲ Search-sort routine for output to screen, 
printer or disc ^p^^TZ^ 

A Uses alphanumeric employee cocte's 

▼ Screen menus a bit untidy aridsort 
difficult to follow 

▼ No listing of cheques 

CHECK ACCOUNT TWO 

£14.95 • Molesoft • 0372 275053 

A program that has been written specifically to keep track 
of personal household accounts. As well as being able to 
store the details of up to four different accounts per disc, 
the program records all withdrawals and deposits and 
will allow an inspection of the current state of any account 
at any time. It also reveals both the minimum and 
maximum figures to which the balance has either sunk or 
risen over previous or current months. Also incorporated 
are comprehensive interest-calculating options. A solid, 
competent package. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

▲ No double-entry book-keeping or VAT returns to 
wrestle with 

▲ Very easy to use 

A Can carry last month's spending levels forward into the 

next month 
A Tiered interest rate option available 

EASI-ACCOUNTS 
SYSTEM 

£23.95 • Arctan Computer Ventures • 1 Foxwell 
Square, Southf ields, Northampton NN3 5AT 

Another PCW accounts package this time for the small busi- 
ness man or the very organised home user. Works on the tra- 
ditional system of ledgers with up to 500 entries (or individual 
transactions) allowed per ledger. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Comprehensive List and Search facilities 

▲ Manual assumes you know nothing about accounting and 
is, on the whole, well-written 

T Not a particularly easy package to use 
T You would have to be exceptionally well- 
organised to use it 

MONEY MANAGER PCW 

£49.95 • Connect Software Ltd • 01 743 9792 

This accounting package has been designed for individuals, 
small businesses and clubs - anyone who might find a larger 
accounting package daunting. The program concentrates on 
income and expenditure, each file covering a 12-month period 
with up to 500 entries per month. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Up to 20 different kinds of accounts are catered for 

▲ Up to 50 transaction codes help categorise income and 
expenditure 

▲ Needs little computer or accounting expertise 

▲ Information can be displayed in the form of a bar 
or pie chart 

▼ Too limited for bigger businesses 

▼ Over-featured for domestic use 

DG PAYROLL 

£39.95 (£79.95 tor DG Payroll Plus) * Digita 
International * 0395 270273 

A computerised payroll program for the small PCW-based 
business which covers all RAVE, Statutory Sick Pay and 
Statutory Maternity Pay requirements. The package can han- 
dle up to a hundred employees and their pay requirements 
whether they are weekly-paid or salaried staff. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

AGood menu arrangement 

A Automatic calculation of deductions: SSP, etc 

A End of year routine could save time 

▼ Understanding and experience of PAYE is essential 

▼ Basic version of software needs frequent updating 

▼ Won't save the smaller company any time 



Utilities 



BRAINSTORM 

£29.99 • Brainstorm Software Ltd • 0895 677845 

A new improved version, reconfigured for easier use on the 
PCW. Works as an 'ideas processor'; you throw your ideas 
in any order and then use the program to rearrange them and 
impose a structure. 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 
A Quick and efficient and easy to use 
A Encourages structured thinking 
A Versatile; many different editing facilities 
A Results can be fed into a word processor for 
polishing up 

▼ Namesakes must be exact matches 

▼ Manual is on disc, so you can't consult while using 
Brainstorm unless you print it out 

PCW DRAW 

£39.95 • HTB Computing • 0794 516279 

Draughting package written specifically for the PCW 
machines. Program is teaming with features - built-in shapes 
and free-hand drawing facility - which, used with practice and 
imagination, could provide professional-looking output. 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 
A Very comprehensive text entry and printout 

format options 
A ZOOM facility allows you to edit small sections of a draught 

pixel by pixel 
A Many useful functions: different line thicknesses, 

hatching .. 

▼ No support for plotting devices like mouse or light-pen 

▼ PCW Draw doesn't consider the PCW's screen aspect ratio: 
on-screen drawings look twice as high as wide 

PCW TOOLKIT 

£24.95 • Moonstone Computing • 041 941 3120 

A user-friendly data recovery package for the PCW. Provided 
you can find the contents of the damaged file, roll out a new 
one, sector by sector, on M using PASTE. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Perfect for the complete novice 
A Clear, confidence-boosting manual 

A Can recover data varying in amounts from a few bytes to a 
complete disc. 

PRO-PERFORMER 

£59.90 • Electromusic Research • 0702 335747 

The only real musical add-on for the PCW. Easy to use 
software runs on CP/M, has a wide variety of powerful 
features and is icon-driven. Sophisticated recording facil 
ities and the program will allow you to save compositions 
as tracks, songs or performances. Ideal for pop and 
classical musicians. 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 

▲ Icon-based screen 

▲ Can record lines independently or in an arrangement 
A Punch-in editing facilities 

▲ Facility for slow recording and fast playback 

▲ Step-time recording for strict in tempo lines 

▲ Tracks can be looped (made to repeat) 

▼ Manual glosses over arrangements 

▼ Can't edit notes individually 

▼ No musical notation anywhere 

JOB ESTIMATING & 
PRODUCT COSTING 

£79.90 each • Comix Software • 0462 422232 

Both programs aim to provide help to small businesses by 
keeping track of costs. You break down the product you're 
costing or the job you're doing into a series of costing lines - 
recording quantity and price per component. Program analy- 
ses profit margins and can produce customer printouts. 
PLUSES- MINUSES 
A Excellently-written manuals 
A Simple and robust to use 
A Changes in material costings instantly reflected 



n all quotes 
A Neat way of doing on-the-spot quotes 

▼ Only suitable for small to medium-sized 
businesses 

T Can't add new components to a description 

TEMPDISC 8.2 

£19.95 • Thurston Techniques (0395 277496) • 
8512s only 

Disc of ready-made templates to be used inside LocoSchpt.2. 
All you have to do is find the particular template to suit your 
requirements and then fill in the details. Vast selection of bor- 
ders is excellent for personalising labels and envelopes. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Has included files to complement LocoMail's 

invoicing facilities 
A Very easy to use 
A Vast range of templates available 

▼ Not so good if you don't like lots of visual trimmings 

FORMS BOX 
COMPENDIUM 

£19.95 -Disc Design. 0522 524990 

Fully compatible with LocoScript 1 and 2, this disc provides 70 
different kinds of forms for home and office use. You can either 
fill them in on the screen, save and print them out or print them 
out and fill them in later. A solid, no trills product. 
PLUSES' MINUSES 
▲ Very easy to use 

▼ Will only print out on A4 size paper 

POOLS PREDICTOR 

£17.95 • Corwen Computing • 0490 2902 

This program helps you select the numbers to cross on 
your pools coupon taking its recommendations on the recent 
form of each team or simply on the basis of sequence 
prediction (going on the numbers which have provided 
draws in the past). 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Very easy to use 
A More accurate than the newspaper pundits 

▼ Entering form results from week to week is tedious 

LOCOFONT I 

£19.95 • Locomotive Software (0306 740606) • 
8000s only 

A selection of new fonts to help you break out of the standard 
LocoScript typeface. There's a very good selection of styles to 
choose from: 'handwritten' styles look very good as do the 
Copperplate and Script styles. The Roman and Standard 
fonts are more practical. The new characters are reproduced 
very well indeed. A further six fonts are available, including 
Old English and flowing script, on LocoFont II for £14.95. 
PLUSES' MINUSES 

▲ Eight new fonts, one coming for free 

▲ Each style supports all accents, characters, etc. 

▲ Relatively cheap and easy to use 

▲ Can break out of that one-pattern printout. 

▼ Can't mix styles in one document 

T Limitations of a 1 6 dot pattern means that the 
quality cannot be brilliant 



TAS-SIGN 



£29.95 • Tasman Software • 0532 438301 

Tates time to print out but you can print signs of up to five 
lines of text up to seven inches high with up to 32 characters ir. 
each. Four fonts, eight hatching patterns, and you can print 
lengthways on continuous paper for long signs. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Wide range of fonts and shadings 

▲ Long signs will print out in 'landscape ' (sideways) format 
T Long signs take time 

▼ Some symbols (yen signs etc) won't print out on PCW 

GILLIGAN'S GUIDE 

£29.95 ■ 49.95 • NG Gilligan • 0629 56347 

A geographic information program based on the Ordnance 
Survey system. Concentrates on a given area loosely 15 
square miles; It will list all the places included on the map in 
alphabetical order with their grid references. Also gives you 
information about the sites and will locate them on the 
map. You can also interrogate the system so that it only gives 
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you details and locations ofsites of special interest. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A A thorough, versatile and easy to use package 

▲ System can be interrogated in a number of 
interesting ways 

▲ Breaks sites down into areas of specific interest 

A You can commission you own made-to-measure guides 

STAR TRACK 

£14,95 • Discovery Software • 01 840 5252 

A fun and informative program with which you can display 
on your computer screen all of the 88 constellations and 
600 or so stars that are recognised by today's astronomers. 
You can also see how their positions in the sky change 
depending on your location (which could be anywhere in 
the world) and the time (any time between tOOO and 
2999 AD). 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Excellent manual with helpful practice exercises 

▲ Comprehensive list of ready-made latitudes and 
longitudes supplied 

A Cycle option transports you forward a month at a time so 

that you can chart the stars' progress 
T Screen displays could be more exciting 

▼ Moon and planets aren't included 

DATA DIARY 

£16.95 «A4 Ideas • 0249 815082 

More PCW-generated diary inserts tor use at home or in the 

office. The program works from within LocoScript so you can 

make use of all LocoScript 2's text and style enhancements. 

Inserts feature year to a page calendars, month at a glance 

planners and page a day formats. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Buy it at any time of the year and you will be supplied with 

next 12 months' supply 
A 2 versions available - for A4-size and Filofax-size 

printout 
A A solid, no-frills product that's easy to use 

INVESTOR 

£29.95 • B & BB Software • 0240 242946 

Program has been designed to assist the share-owner in 
the management of a portfolio and to help in the choice of 
shares to buy and sell. It allows up to 300 stocks, shares or 
unit trusts to be kept in its library. Stocks are listed in order of 
their performance and you can call up graphs of price move- 
ment for individual stocks. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Manual is very easy to follow 
A Records share-holdings, dividends and 

cash accounts 
A Dividend printout for tax purposes 
A Four methods of share price analysis 

▼ No ability to calculate taxable gains 

▼ Graphs are small and lack expansion facility 

T 951 2 owners won't be able to print out the graphics 

PERSONAL TAX 
PLANNER 

£24.95 • Digita International • 0395 270273 

Simple program which asks you all the questions relevant to 

your year's tax affairs, and prepares your tax return claim 

(or bill!) Can, for example, find out whether married couples 

would be better assessed separately or not. Annual 

updates available. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Simple to use 

A Needs a minimum knowledge of the tax law 

A Forces you to keep your tax details in one place 

T Limited application - might only use it once a year 

T Can't handle unusual cases 

▼ Program updates (for a new allowance level) 
cost £1 

KNIFE PLUS 

£19.95 * Hisoft • 0525 718181 

An essential tool for retrieving data from corrupted discs. Knife 

Plus will copy all uncorrupted sectors on to a fresh disc which 

you can then patch up without risking the original. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Copies all uncorrupted data from damaged discs 

A If boot sector damaged, will copy good boot 

sector onto disc 
T Requires some knowledge of basic disc structure 

▼ Manual not written for beginners 



WISE ONE 



£34.95 • Swallowsoft Publications • 0420 63793 

An expert system - you input rules and information and Wise 

One becomes an 'intelligent' program which can, for example, 

do simple diagnoses according to symptoms you type in. 

From PO Box 107, Walton on Thames, Surrey KT12 5PQ 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Power to be genuinely useful 

A Elementary arithmetic 

A Help screens can be set up for the user 

T Obscure way of writing rules - need programming instinct 

▼ Manual dry and academic 



FLIPPER 2 PLUS 

£29.95 • Software Imperative (0225 425315) • 
9512/8512 only. 



Can do everything the original Flipper dichamtfffore. You can 

now flip Mini Office and LocoFile and will have no problems 

with whatever version of LocoScript you're using 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Easier to install than its predecessor 

A Can flip between environments in as little as 2 seconds 

A Professionally-presented documentation 

A Works with most CP/M programs, LocoScript and BASIC 

▼ Still won't work with many self-loading games 

▼ Be careful of state of printer and disc drives when flipping. 

SUPER TYPE II 

£14.95 • Digita International • 0395 270273 

A program for users of LocoScript and CP/M programs, 

which modifies the fonts used by the PCW printer. 

SuperType has 4 'business' and 'novelty' fonts. It works 

by directly altering the relevant files for LocoScript or 

CP/M, so you only need run it once - after that, the new 

chosen font is available. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Once installed, you can totally forget it's there 

A Genuinely useful range of fonts available 

A All LocoScript's print size and style options still work 

T You can't mix different fonts in the same document 



DAATAFAX 



Basic version £39.95 (with Microfile 
£49.95/with mouse £79.95) • Kempston Data • 
0234841224 

Used with personal ring-binder, it helps you keep track of 

names, addresses and appointments. Prints out data in a form 

that will tit the average organiser. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Flexible and easy to use; saves buying inserts 

▼ Not very sophisticated: keeping it up to date is tedious 

DHCP 12-TRACK 
SEQUENCER SOFTWARE 

£45 -DHCP '0440 61207 

The second add-on 'recording studio' for the PCW consisting 

of MIDI interface and software. Can cope with up to 12 tracks, 

all of which are polyphonic and which can be as long as the 

PCW memory allows. Can also cope with quite advanced 

instruments. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Cheaper than its competitor 

A Tracks can be bounced to enable several tracks to all 

be put into one 
A Looping can start/end at any bar 
A Add-ons available for Casio and Korg synthesisers 
T Manual is skimpy 

▼ No editing possible without re-recording whole tracks 




FLEET STREET 
EDITOR PLUS 

£49.95 •Mirrorsoft' 01 9281454 



GOOD SOFTWARE GUIDE 



Versatile and powerful package. You can create template-like 

page dummies ' if you use several pages of the same format, 

and handling of text, setting of margins and size of text boxes 

etc, is well controlled. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Versatile integrated package 

A Text handling and editing sophisticated and controlled 

A Can set up page dummies for regularly used formats 

▼ Odd use of memory in text editor 

▼ Still lots of serious bugs even now and crashes occasionally 

NEWSDESK 
INTERNATIONAL 

£25 (with lightpen £50) • The Electric Studio • 
0462420222 

Versatile package with a very wide range of graphics facilities 

and high quality headline text. Page make-up is flexible, though 

the program can be a bit cumbersome, mainly in text handling. 

Same graphics facilities as Electric Studio's 'Art' package which 

it supersedes. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Good control over the elements on the page 

A Powerful graphics facilities 

A Good quality print in headlines and large fonts 

A Can use font editor to create your own high quality fonts 

▼ Text-handling slow and cumbersome; editing is difficult 

STOP PRESS 

£49.95 • Database -0625 878888 

An excellent DTP Package, very strong on graphics, very well 

designed, and once you get used to it, easy to use. 

Sophisticated text handling features such as autoflow. but can't 

edit text - that all has to be done in your word processor before 

flowing the text in. A lot of good fonts supplied too 

PLUSES- MINUSES 

A Excellent graphics facilities, good as any graphics program 

A Wide range of text styles with text autoflow 

A Menu and key commands system suits beginner and expert 

T No text editing ability 

THE DESKTOP 
PUBLISHER 

£29.95 • Database Software • 0625 878888 

Tremendous value for money. Graphics and text boxes can be 

easily moved around and page layout is clear. You can edit text 

from within the program, using LocoScript-like commands to 

set bold and italics. Good range of fonts and graphics too, at 

half price of its rivals! Mouse optional for £50 more. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Text editor allows you to edit articles to fit the space eaily 

A Boxes and general layout easy to manipulate 

A Works with three mice, but fine with keyboard alone 

A Half the price of other packages 

A Good range of fonts and graphics, and can design your own 

▼ Can't fix size of text boxes - they expand to take all the text 

▼ Headlines can look a bit jagged 

LATE EXTRA 

£19.50 • Exemplar Designs • PO Box 683, Bath, 
BA1 1XU 

A Stop Press add-on consisting of a collection of 11 fonts that 
cover the range of type styles and sizes needed to create a bal- 
anced page. Also supplied on disc is a 13-page publication 
which describes how to create your own professionally-pro- 
duced publication. Now you can create a good-looking page 
with readable text. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Good range of 1 1 complementary fonts 
A Can adapt template for own use 
T Time-consuming 

▼ Text needs reducing for best results 

MICRODESIGN II 

£59.95 • Creative Technology • 0889 567160 

The ultimate DTP package for sheer printout quality; Creative 

Technology regard the words and the graphics as being equally 

important, hence the program's 'integrated page processor' label. 

Runs on all three machines and produces very high quality 

results. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Has full 24-pin printer compatibility 

A Easy and fun to use 

A Excellent text-editing facilities 

A Fully compatible with other word processor and DTP packages 

▼ Won't run with Flipper 
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COMPUTER SUPPLIES 4 4 4 



REGISTERED 
AMSTRAD DEALER 



10 Fulham Broadway, London SW6 1 AA. Telephone 01 381 6618/9 (24hours) FAX: 01 -381 0528 



Personal callers welcome 
Opposite Fulham Broadway 
Tube Station - District Line 



COMPARE OUR PRICES BEFORE ORDERING FOR 
UNBEATABLE OFFERS!! 

Export, Government and Educational orders welcome 



BRITAINS BEST SELLING WORDPROCESSING RANGE 



AMSTRAD PCW 8256 



AMSTRAD PCW 851 2 






'^^^^^l 



• Fully integrated word processor system 

• 82 key Keyboard 

• 256K RAM 

• High res. screen 

• 180K 3" disc drive 

• 9 pin dot matrix printer 

• 90 CPS in draft 20 CPS NLQ 

• Locoscript software 

• CP/M Plus with GSX & Dr.Logo 

• Mallard Basic with Jetsam 

£315 

On-site maintenance please add £30.00 




• Fully integrated word processor system 

• 82 key Keyboard 

• 512KRAM 

• High res. screen 

• 1x 180K + 720K3"drives 

• 9 pin dot matrix printer 

• 90 CPS in draft 20 CPS NLQ 

• Locoscript software 

• CP/M Plus with GSX & Dr.Logo 

• Mallard Basic with Jetsam 

£399 

On-site maintenance please add £30.00 



ACCESSORIES PCW 951 2 I ■ 3" CF2 DISCS FOR AMSTRAD 



Vortex 40MB Hard Drive £499.00 

CPS 9512 AMSTRAD RS232 

P/S Interface £49.00 

SKM 256K to 51 2K Memory Upgrade Kit 
with fitting instruction P.O.A. 

FD4 Second Disk Drive 8256 £115.00 

PCW Dust Covers (3 piece inc) £9.00 

3" Drive Cleaning Kit £9.50 

Margin Maker £10.50 



SKM SCOOP 

maxelT 

CF-2per 10 £22.00 

CF-2per20 £42.00 

CF-2per30 £63.00 

AMSOFT 

CF-2per 10 £24.00 

~J- CF-2per20 £45.00 

Disk Cleaner £6.50 




PCW RIBBONS 



PRINTER 



QTY 



AMSTRAD 2+ 

PCW 8256:8512 NYLON Dt 30 
PCW 8256/8512 CARBON. .£4. 75 . 
PCW 8256/8512 COLOUR £5.00 

PCW9512 NYLON £3.50 

PCW 9512 CARBON £4.75 



5+ 

£4.00 



QTY 
10+ 

£3.50 
£4,00 
£4.50 
£3 00 
£400 



AMSTRAD PCW MAINTENANCE KIT 



PCW PRINTER 8256/8512 




DAISYWHEELS FOR PCW 9512 



AVAII ARI F TYPE STYLES 
PRODUCT CODE TYPEFACE 

CourierlO Prestige Pica 10 

Recta 10 Orator 1 

Letter Gothic 10/12 Prestige Elite 1 2 

Script 12 Mini Gothic 15 

Each £6.00 
For other printer ribbons please call 



BOOKS (no VAT payable) 



Mallard Basic By Amstrad £9.95 

Programming PCW By Ian Sinclair £7.95 

Step by Step Guide to Locoscript £4.95 

All in One Mini Office Professional. ...£11 .50 
Desktop Publishing with the Amstrad PCW . £9 50 

Locoscript 2 by Ian Sinclair £9.95 

Locoscript 2 Amstrad PCW £11.95 

Locoscript • Mail - Spell £7.95 

Looking into Locoscript 2 £13.95 



WORDPROCESSING 



Protext £35.00 

Locoscript 2 £22 00 

Locoscript 2 with Locospell 2 £27.00 

Locospell2 £18.00 

Locomail 1 & 2 £25.00 

Locofont 1 £17.00 

Locofont2 £13.00 

Locofile £2500 

New-Word II £42.00 

Sage Accounts £58.00 

Sage Accountant Plus £86.00 

Sage Invoicing £40.00 

Sage Payroll £40.00 

Money Manager £24.00 

DG Payroll £26.00 

Map Integrated Accounts £90.00 

Better Maths (Age 12-16) £14.00 

Physics (Age 12-16) £17.00 

Chemistry (Age 12-16) £17.00 

Biology (Age 12-16) £17.00 

Better Spelling (8-Adult) £14.00 

Magic Maths (Age 4-8) £14.00 

Maths Mania (Age 8-12) £14.00 

Sage Chit Chat £69.00 

Easy Labeller £21.00 

Rotate £16.00 

AMX Mouse & Desktop Utilities £47.00 

Crash Course Typing £20.00 

Two Fingers Typing £17.00 

DaataFax £32.00 

E-Type £18.00 

Personal Tax Planner £20.00 



AMSTRAD PCW 9512 



• Z80A processor 

• 512K RAM 

• 3" 720K drive 

• 82 Key Keyboard 

• High res.paperwhite monitor 

• Wide carriage bi-directional daisy wheel printer 

• 20CPS single & tractor feed 

• Locoscript 2 software inlcudes Locospell 
& Locomail 

• CP/M Plus with GSX & Dr.Logo 

• Mallard Basic 

FREE SHEET FEEDER WITH PCW 9512 

£425 

On-site maintenance please add £30.00 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



Star LC10 Multifont Printer £150.00 

Star LC10 Colour Printer £185.00 

PANASONIC PRINTERS 

Panasonic KX-P1 124 

Draft - 160 cps. NLQ - 63 cps £265.00 

Panasonic KX-P1180 

Draft- 132 cps. NLQ - 38 cps £165.00 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Fleet Street Editor Plus £39.00 

Stop Press £2900 

Stop Press + AMX Mouse £54.00 

Micro Design II £40.00 

Database Software £20.00 

Database DTP + AMX Mouse £57.00 



SPREADSHEETS 



Supercalc2 £38.00 

Cracker II (Turbo) £35.00 



GRAPHICS 





£49.00 






A\iKtt/- 


MasterScan and 

Master Paint 

£53.00 



DATABASES 



Sage Retrieve £40.00 

Master File 8000 £35.00 

Dbasell £60.00 

Datastorell £29.00 

At Last Plus £19.00 

Cambasell £32.00 

Mini Office 
PROFESSIONAL PLUS 

Very successful - many new features 
5 separate programs - Wordprocessor 

• Database • Spreadsheet • Graphics 

• Communications Interactive 

OUR PRICE ONLY £27.00 




Export, Government and Educational orders welcome 

SALES HOTLINE 
01 - 381 - 6618 



All prices Excl. VAT 

Carriage Free/Mail Order 

(UK Mainland) 



AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER 



The ASF951 2 is an automatic sheet feeder 
for use with the PCW 9512 . It will hold up to 30 
sheets of paper enabling either multi-page 
documents or mail-merged letters to be printed 
unattended, thereby releasing the user for other 
tasks and improving productivity. The Sheet Feeder 
can be attached or removed in seconds, leaving the 
printer to accept individual sheets of paper or the 
standard tractor assembly. 



■ 



ACCOUSTIC HOOD FOR YOUR 9512 




SKM'S most economic solution to 
noisy printers 

• Up to 90% noise reduction 

• See through lid keeps noise in and dust out 

Hood and Stand £89.00 only 

Now available to accommodate 

9512 with Sheetteeder 

OUR PRICE 

£120 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 



Cyrus Chess £12.00 

Colossus 4 Chess £14.00 

Batman £11. 00 

Tomahawk £13.00 

The Pawn £17.00 

Trivial Pursuits £14.00 

Head Over Heels £11.00 

Ace £14.00 

Match Day II £12.00 

Tetris £14.00 

Clock Chess £14.00 

Steve Davis Snooker £11.00 

Classic Games 4 £14.00 

Time & Magic £10.00 

Brian Cloughs Football £10.00 

Colossus Bridge £12.00 

Mindfighter £15.00 

Living Daylights £14.00 

PCW Challenge £12.00 

Times Jubilee Crossword £16.00 

Sun Crossword 2 £14.50 



MODEMS 



AMSTRAD V21/V23 

Features 1200/75, 75/1200. 300/300 
Baud rates £99.00 




Lit 



24 HOURS 
ANSWERPHONE 

FOR CREDIT 
CARD ORDERS 



ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT Ol . 381 - OO I O CARD ORDERS 
CARRIAGE FREE!! W " W 

.--mju^., «ai i i-no inn nnur ft Oft c Oft 10 Fulham Broadway, London SW6 1AA 

All prices subject to change without notice. PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME 3.JU ■ O.OU TEL" 01-381-6618/9 FAX: 01-381-0528 

All goods subject to availability "-■" "■ "T 
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1.8000 Plus disc labels 

Spare labels for your 3" discs in four different 
colours - yellow, green, red, blue. 

2. Copi-Reader 

This neat and easy copy holder features a unique 
new clip. It can be positioned on either side of the 
monitor, and may be swivelled into position for best 
viewing angle, and then to the side when not in use. 

3. Highlighter Pens 

For £1 .50 you get green, red and yellow 8000 
Plus-stamped pens in a clear plastic wallet. 

4. 8000 plus dust covers 

Protect your PCW with these specially- 
commissioned three-piece 8000 Plus covers. 

5. 8000 Plus T-Shirt 

The Truly Terrific American Royal Blue T-shirt with the honour 

of carrying our 8000 Plus logo on the left breast. Wear yours 

with pride and set yourself above the rest! 

6. Magazine Binders 

A superb gold-embossed green binder. Buy one 
and watch your collection grow into the definitive 
library of PCW information. 

7. PCW Luggage 

An essential addition for any PCW owners 
who want to ensure against accidental knocks when 
transporting their computer. Ideal for writers on 
assignment, businessmen when taking the micro to 
the office, or salesmen for demonstrations. 
High density foam padding and a water resistant nylon 
exterior make this a strong and safe piece of luggage, along 
with its adjustable shoulder strap and 
sturdy carry handles. 

8256/8512 

Two separated pouches for the printer and 
keyboard, that then fit neatly into the large case 
but leave room for manuals, etc. 

9512 

Two large cases for the monitor and printer, with a 
separated pouch for the keyboard that fits in neatly with the 
printer but leaves room for manuals, etc. 



Disc labels (pack of 20) 

Copi-Reader 

Highlighter pens (x3) 

Dust covers - 

3 pieceset for 8256/8512 

3 piece set for 951 2 

T-Shirt - 

Medium 

Large 

Magazine Binder 

Two Magazine Binders 

PCW Luggage - 

8256/8512 

9512 



Order code Price 



8013 £1.00 

8075 £6.99 

8001 £1.50 
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R0BA1NSLKY 
'ITk Most Comprehensive CompSarion of ^ 
Minis, Tips, ShoftoRs and Useful Program I 
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The book is based on the collected tipoffs in 8000 Plus 
from issue 1 to the present day and covers every 
possible facet of PCW use. But it's not just a reprint — 
every item has been rewritten, re-illustrated and updated 
where necessary. Plus a whole host of new tips have 
been added to make this book the essential guide to 
PCW use. 

Each tip has been written to stand alone — easily 
followed by even the absolute beginner without having 
to read other sections first. No 'refer to the manual' or 
'see the tip on page 192' here —we tell you exactly what 
to do, which keys to press, and what happens on screen. 

We feel sure that you will quickly come to rely on this 
unique reference source as the new PCW owners' bible. 
The information it contains is truly invaluable. 



Tips Book 
Book only 
Book and disc 



Order code Price 



8602 £11.40 

8603 £14.40 



HACKERS HANDBOOK 



from Century Hutchinson 

Everything about challenging 
mega-computers and networks. 
This brilliant book by Hugo 
Cornwall has been updated by 
the infamous Steve Gold 
(Prince Philip/Prestel hack). 
This new edition covers viruses, 
hacking, electronic mail and 
looks at the new and extensive 
tools available. 
A must for every computer buff. 




Order code 



Hackers Handbook 



DA ATA FAX from Kempston Data Products (All PCWs') 

Use your PCW to organise your life with this complete personal 
organiser package. 

• Diary Print your diary with four days to a page for anything from one 
week to a year. Then cut and paste to other parts of the diary. 

• Phonebook The phonebook allows you to store names, 
addresses and telephone numbers either as full entries or in 
abbreviated format. Complete with fast search facility. 

• Notepad Use this indispensable facility to print notes for 
timetables, expense sheets, bank balances, etc. 

• Calendar Featuring a perpetual calendar, this option prints three 
months per page for any selected year. 




Order code 



Daatafax - 

Giftpack (inc. binder, tabs and stationary) 

Software only 



BRIDGE PLAYER GALACTICA 2150 



from CP Software 

A must for every PCW owner's Christmas stocking. 
A brilliant game requiring skill and 
concentration, written by a world champion 
bridge player the programme includes:- 

• post mortem facility 

• cheat "options" to peep at your 
opponents hands. 

• fully integrated tutor. 



Order code Price 
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Bridge Player 8606 



Amsitad I 

PCW 




SCAPEGHOSTfa 

Irom Level 9 «£S£#J 



It's not easy being a ghost; betrayed to a 
criminal gang and falsely blamed for your 
own death when they escape. 
Reincarnated in your old haunts, you have 
just three nights to clear your 
name. A unique adventure game. 



Order code Price 



Scapeghost 8607 




Full r 
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li/IIUnU UbblvjN 2 from Creative Technology (All PCWs') 
The latest and best DTP package. 

The print quality is unbelievably good for the PCW 
printer. Get into desktop publishing and buy the best 
mouse around at the same time. 

• Four times higher graphics resolution than Stop Press 

• Three possible page formats 
Full review issue 36 



Order code Price 



Micro Design - 

Software only 

Sofware and AMX Mouse 




TOUCH N GO 

from Paperback Software 
(All PCWS) 

Teach yourself touch typing. 
The course develops your skills 
and aims to produce 95% 
accuracy at 45 words per minute. 



rllSOr I C from HiSoft (All PCWs') 

The fastest C compiler for the PCW. Produces fast, good, compact code. 

Carefully designed to make it easy for a newcomer to learn as well as 
providing the power and flexibility that professional programmers need 
• Full screen editor automatically started on compilation errors. 
t Friendly English error messages and hints on how to find bugs. 



Order code 



HiSoft C 



£24.50 




Fast, Standard 
Integer C Compiler 



r 
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TOUCH N GO 




Title Order code 



Touch n go 8605 



MASTER PACK 

from Database Software (8256/8512) 
Consisting of Master Paint and Master Scan 

Master Scan: attach the 
optical scanner to your PCW 
printer to enable images to be 
captured for use in art 
packages and DTP. Capture 
logos, diagrams, sketches, 
photos, maps, signatures, 
cartoon characters and much 
more. Your letters, reports 
and bulletins can now be 
illustrated to create a much 
more interesting and 
professional image. 
Master Paint: with this 
package you have everything 
you need to produce quality, 
artistic, professional artwork. 
Create various shapes that 
can be filled with a choice of 
16 different patterns, choose 
from a range of styles and 
fonts, use the airbrush for a 
more subtle shading facility. 



Master pack 





ORDER FORM N0.39 



HOW TO ORDER 

Just list the items you require in 
the order form below or ring our 
24 - hour hotline on (0458) 
74011 and ask for Credit Card 
Orders. All goods are sent by 
first class post, normally within 
five days of order. But please 
allow 28 days in case of 
temporary shortage. 

New subscribers please note: 
The first issue of a new 
subscription will be one or two 
issues away from the one 
current when you place your 
subscription order. 

Please send me the following 
items from the 8000 Plus 
Special Offers pages 



Payment is by (please circle) 

Cheque • PO • Access • Visa 
Make payable to FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD. 
Your credit card number is 



Fxnirv rlato 


Fo 
pie 


prices and delivery 
ase call Kelly Porter 

Title 


times for expor 
on 0458 74011 

Order code 


orders 
Price 


1. 








2. 








3. 








4. 








5. 








6. 









Name. 



Address 




Postcode . 



Send this form plus payment to: SPECIAL OFFERS • 8000 Plus 
SOMERTON • SOMERSET • TA11 7PY 
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SUBSCRIBE NOW . . . 



THS BEST SEUJW MAGAZINE FOR THE 

AMSTRAD PCW 



... to the best 
selling 

magazine for 
Amstrad PCWs 
at only 
£20.95... and 
receive £20 
worth of 
vouchers* for 
the mail order 
pages 
absolutely 
FREE! 



Overseas Subscriptions (12 issues omy) 

Air Mail Europe £35.95 Order code 8101 A Surface Europe and Rest of World £26.95 
Order code 8101S (For other variations call Christine Stacey on 0458 74011) 




WIN A MODEM • WOMEN IN COMPUT ING « TIPOffS 



12 Issues of the magazine 
delivered to your door, why 
queue only to find out that your 
local newsagent has already 
sold out? 

Guarantee 

If at any time during the 
subscription period you are not 
completely happy with our 
service, we will refund the cost 
of unmailed copies. 

Receive your quarterly update 
of extra special offers we 
either didn't manage to 
squeeze into the magazine or 
that have been replaced by 
new ones. 



BACK ISSUES... 




We have limited quantities of the back issues listed below. The 
prices include a nominal 25p postage. All issues contain excellent 
TipOff sections and a selection of BASIC listings, plus the other 
regulars. Don't miss the chance to expand your collection! 

Issue 21 £1 .75 New Locoscript fonts reviewed, Guide to add-ons, 

PC/PCW link. Order Code 80021 

Issue 24 £1 .75 951 2 Special report, Four-page features, back issues 

index, astrology, cricket, database reviews, DIY Graphics, 

Mini Office book Order Code 80024 

Issue 25 £1.75 Spreadsheet special, Flipper review, DIY share 

analysis, Home banking, Jeffrey Archer & his PCWs' GSX graphics, 

2nd hand PCW Guide Order Code 80025 

Issue 30 £1 .75 Speech synthesiser, teach your PCW to talk back, 

transferring files from a PCW to a PC, Lightening Basic review. 

Order code 80030 

Issue 31 £1 .75. Writing a thesis, the 'do's' and 'dont's, your database 



with Protext, Amstrad SM2400 Modem, What is C/PM 
Order Code 80031 

Issue 32 £1 .75. Astrology on your PCW. Learning C/PM, PCW User 

Groups, The Amstrad-Sugar story. Publishing books. 

Order Code 80032 

Issue 33 £2.00. Four spreadsheets compared, C/PM for beginners,Five 

budget printers reviewed 

Order Code 80033 

Issue 34 £2.00. Accounting packages reviewed, the full report, write a 
bestseller, the series on spreadsheets. 
Order Code 80034 

Issue 35 £2.00. Take a look at communications, we analyse budget 
modems. Play sweet music on your PCW. The PCW out on Safari in Africa 
Order Code 80035 

Issue 36 £2.00. Micro Design II, is this the best DTP package so 
far? Money Manager, the new one, fully reviewed. The full 
story of the Locomotive team from Dorking. The new ASF9512 
from Amstrad. 
Order Code 80036 

Issue 37 £2.00. Take a look at the jumbo ram drive for your PCW. 
Choose between three hard discs. Mini Office Plus, is it worth the wait? 
Order Code 80037 

Issue 38 £2.00. Need a third disk drive? The Composers Pen for the 
PCW Musician. Women in computing. 
Order Code 80038 

Issue 39 £2.00Two new games. Choose a database from our 
selection. Which interface does what?. 
Order Code 80039 

Issue 40 £2.00. How to rescue lost data from damaged discs. A DTP 
special. Books: introducing dBase and business computing. 
Order Code 80040 



* THEY GIVE YOU A 10% SAVING ON ALL 8000 PLUS PRODUCTS 



DATALINE COMPUTING SERVICES 

For Quality, Reliability And Service 
fast delivery - low prices 



Databases 

At Last Plus £25.00 

Dbase II Version 2.41 £65.00 

Cambase II £35.00 

DTP/Graphics 

Stop Press & mouse £64.00 

Masterpack £55.00 

Microdesign II £42.00 

Locomotive Products 

LocoFile £22.00 

LocoScript 2 + LocoSpell £28.00 

LocoFont 10 fonts £14.50 

24 Pin printer drivers disc £17.50 

Word Processing 

Protext £36.00 

Pocket Protext £21.95 

Protext Office £25.00 

Supertype I & II £10.50 

Kosmos Foreign Languages 

The French Mistress £13.50 

The Italian Tutor £13.50 

Training 

Two Fingers To Touch Typing ....£1 7.50 

Typing Crash Course £17.50 

Reeltime - Locoscript 2 951 2. .£24.95 
Reeltime Locoscript 2 8256/8512. ..£24. 95 

Reeltime Locoscript 1 £24.95 

Reeltime- Dbase II £24.95 

Reeltime - Supercalc 2 £24.95 

Educational 

Better Maths 1/3 12-16 £11.50 

Better Spelling 9+ £11.50 

Chemistry 1 &2 12-16 £11.50 

Physics 1 8(2 12-16 £11,50 

Biology 1 8<2 12-16 £11.50 

Giant Killer 9-14 £11.50 

Micro English 8+ £18.50 

Micro Maths 8+ £18.50 



Leisure 

Corruption £17.50 

Scapeghost £12.95 

Fish £17.50 

Guild Of Thieves £17.50 

Jinxter £17.50 

Lancelot £12.95 

Leather Goddesses Of Phobos...£l 7,95 

Mindfighter (8000) £17.50 

Time & Magic £10.95 

Starglider £17.50 

Graham Gooch Cricket £13.95 

PCW Challenge (8000) £10.95 

Brian Cloughs Football £10.95 

Bridge Player 2000 £10.95 

Classic Games 4 £13.95 

Clock Chess 89 £13.95 

Colossus Chess 4.0 £7.50 

Head Coach v3 £13.95 

Scrabble £13.95 

Trivial Pursuits £13.95 

World Of Soccer £13.95 

Accounts 

Connect Money Manager PCW . . £29.95 

Sage Popular Accounts £55.00 

Spreadsheets 

Cracker II Turbo £34.95 

Supercalc 2 £39.95 

Meridian Stock Morket £28.95 

Ribbons (Min2) 

8256/85 12/LQ3500 Fabric £2.95 

9512 Amstrad M/Strike £3.00 

StarLCIO £3.00 

StarNL10/NB24-10 £3.00 

AMS30L Disc Box £9.95 

Amstrad Cut Sheet Feeder . . .£65.00 
Mouse Mat - Soft Non Slip £2.95 



Cheques/P.O's payable to:- 

DATALINE COMPUTING SERVICES 

14 DUKE STREET WISBECH CAMBS PE13 2AS 

Credit Card Orders Tel: 0945 6 1 736 r p n j^-> 

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE 
VAT and P&P 




'MM3' cut-sheet LOCATOR & ALIGNER for PCW 8000 Printers 

Architect designed. British made. Quality throughout! 

Load cut-sheets spot-on, fast! Save time, paper, money! No guesswork 

or skewing. Use letterheads, forms etc. < 100gms. Multi-pass print! Fix 

arms anywhere. Four pitch scales. Easy to fit, adjust, use. 

"MM3 is so simple. ..so effective. Beautifully 
designed and welt worth the money." 
'Mkronel' August 88 

"MM3 revolutionised teaching word processing, 
improved GCSE results in keyboard applica- 
tions." 

Mrs. M.R. (Tewkesbury) September '88 
"I would like to order MM3 as I'm sick of friends 
who've got one and gloat at my wasted paper!" 
Mr. P.F. (Birmingham) August '88 



£12.50 



incl.VAT&p+p 



SIMPLY - THE BEST! 



MARGIN MAKER 



Or send addressed sticky LABEL + REMITTANCE made out to:- 

"MARGIN MAKER" 

Dept.8 Box 121 Cresham Rd., Staines, Mx. TW18 2A|. UK. a (0784) 452677 

Reg. Design. No. 1043347 



LETTA-HEAD PLUS 



Design letterheads, receipts, posters, labels, tickets for home or small business. 
Create your design by placing text in any combination of fonts in any mixture 

of 8 1 different sizes anywhere on screen Add graphics in the form of lines, 

arcs, circles, elipses, shading and icons. When you're happy, print headings in a 

choice of 18 different sizes, use your design in labels up to 4" x 2" in size or 

print groups of designs as a poster. Easy to use program includes full 

instruction manual, 15 fonts and a font and icon designer. 

Price £18.50 inclusive. 

ALSO WordFinder - THE program for word game enthusiasts. 

Price £13.50 

For further details and orders phone (0433) 30799 or write to: 

BRADWAY SOFTWARE (8P), mm 

"HILLSETT", UPPER PADLEY, mm 

GRINDLEFORD, SHEFFIELD, S30 1JA. 



CP/M DISC SERVICES 



We offer a variety of services for users of the 
PCW, 6128, CPC and most other CP/M machines. 

The Best of the Public Domain 

A range of excellent and tested P.D. software for every purpose. 

Languages, utilities, games, databases, text editors, 

and many, many more. Fully documented. 

Format Translation 

We will copy your files from one CP/M disc format to 
another, or from IBM-PC or BBC formats to CP/M, and back. 

Disc Salvage 

If your valuable data gets lost because of disc problems - 
don't panic. We can probably get all or much of it back. 

For FREE catalogue please send a S.A.E to 

PCW Software Library, 
11, Older Way, Angmering, Sussex BN16 4HQ 



PUT THAT MAN UAL 
DOWN- 

AND LISTEN! 

If you want to master a new computer or 

I program, butdon'thave time to wasteor 

money to burn, a Reeltime Audio-disc training 

course will teach you in a fraction of the time. 

Just switch on your computer and play the tapes 

your tutor will talk you through the course in a 

series of easy-to-follow exercises. 

Learn at your own speed on your own computer - 

and take as much time as you need! 




AMSTRAD COURSES 

Amstrad CPC6 128 £29.95 

PCW 9512-Loco 2 £29. 95 

PCW8256-LOCO I £29.95 

PCW 8256-Loco 2 £29.95 

CP/M Computing £29.95 

Sinclair PC200 £29.95 

Amstrad 1640 £29.95 

Amstrad 1640 Extended £49.95 

Amstrad PPC Portable £29.95 

Amstrad PC2000 £49.95 

Supercalc 3 (&4) £29.95 

Wordstar Express £29.95 



Supercalc (CPC a PCW) £29.95 
GENERAL COURSES 

IBM PC/A T Extended £49.95 

Desktop Publishing £49.95 

Wordstar Pro! 3.3 £29.95 

dBase 2 £29.95 

Timeworks Publisher £29.95 

Acorn RISC OS & DTP (Extended) £49.95 

Ventura Publisher V2 £49.95 

WordPerfects £49.95 

Wordstar 5/5.5 £49.95 

Supercalc 5 £49.95 
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All courses available by return. All prices include 

P+P but exclude VAT. Send your cheque to: 

Headline Communication Ltd., 

PO Box 22, Hereford HR4 WW 

or phone 0602 603623 quoting your 
Access or Visa number. 

437 WestdaJe Lane, Mapperley, Nottingham. NG3 6DH. 




POSTSCRIPT- 



POST 
SCRIPT 



Do you have something to say? Why not 
share it with the rest of us? 



There's bound to be someone out there who can contradict you outright 
within eyeshot of an entire nation of PCW users. But look on the bright 
side; these pages might even provide you with the answer to your latest 
problem or the missing link in your most recent discovery. Why not give 
it a try and send your letter to: 
Post Script, 8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2AP. 



Touch and go? 



Seeing that I am just a two-finger 
typist, I decided to take advantage 
of the special offer in 8000 Plus to 
purchase the Touch 'n' Go 
keyboard mastery program for use 
on my PCW 9512. This arrived a 
couple of days ago and I set to 
almost straight away. 

I noticed that most of the screen 
displays bear the heading: 'To quit 
hit your escape key.' When I 
finished my exercises that day, I 
duly hit what I assume serves as an 
escape key on the 9512, namely 
the EXIT key. This brought my 
exercises to an end, but I also 
wanted to quit the program. The 
EXIT key brought the word 'escape' 
surrounded by asterisks onto the 
screen, but, very shortly, the screen 
scrolled to ask what other lessons I 
wanted to tackle, or did I want to 
learn about letters or numbers? Try 
as I would, there seemed no way of 
leaving the program in any sort of 
controlled manner. Ultimately, I 
used SHIFT, EXTRA and EXIT and 
carried on with something else. 

In the meantime, I have spoken 
on the phone to three different 
people at Paperback Software in 
Chelmsford. All of them were very 
pleasant and seemed as if they 
wished to be helpful. I explained 
that I was a 9512 user and merely 
wanted to know how to exit from 
the program. 

A number of responses were 
forthcoming, none of them 
particularly helpful. I need hardly 
mention that I am no nearer to 
finding a way to make an orderly 
exit from the program. Such an exit 
is clearly intended, otherwise why 
ask the user to key in his name 
before the start of the first lesson, 

86 8000 PLUS February 90 



so as to be recognised 
subsequently? 

If I were more into CP/M, I might 
be able to help myself: alas, I am 
not and cannot. 

L N Weeks 
Teddington, Middlesex 

8000 PLUS: This looks like another case 
of lousy documentation. We 'phoned up 
New Star Software who told us that to 
leave the program's exercises and save 
the score, you should press the [EXIT] key 
- once. To exit from the program entirely, 
they assured us, all you had to do was 
press the same key a total of four times. 
Not having the program available, we can't 
give it a try, but let us know if you have any 
more problems. 



Really the end? 



I have received several letters from 
8000 Plus readers (all of them 
friendly) since the BRITMAP 
series ended. Most of them have 
pointed out that something at line 
990 was missing. 990 END is all it 
actually needs, and this shouldn't 
have been too difficult for most 
readers! 

However, the original program 
did contain two lines (the first one 
just tidying up). These are printed 
below, in case you get queries or 
you feel like publishing an 
amendment. A couple of readers 
had difficulty with the windows, 
almost certainly through not reading 
the instructions that spaces were 
important in line 30. But, happy to 
say, nobody has found anything 
very major! 

990 PRINT en$w$c$e$"1" 

999 END 

and finally, 

30 w$=e$="x ?y" :w1$=e$+"x 

?"+CHR$(96):wr$=e$+"x a?8" 



Geoffrey Childs 
Winchcombe, Gloucestershire 

00 PLUS: Thanks for that, Geoffrey. 



Early demise 



I am just recovering from the shock 
received on reading the current 
issue of 8000 Plus, for in that issue 
you state, as a seemingly throw- 
away remark, that discs only last for 
two years or so. What a shock. I 
had never imagined that discs 
would last into eternity - but for 
only two years? I have a thesis on 
disc which I started about four 
years ago so it looks like some of 
the discs are living on borrowed 
time. I wonder if you have any 
comments - apart, that is, from that 
of getting copying as quickly as 
possible. 

Additionally, I would welcome 
information in 8000 Plus about the 
health aspects of computing - in 
particular the physiological effects 
on joints and so on. At the moment 
I am experiencing considerable 
pain in my right shoulder -the 
consequence, presumably, of 
working too long at the keyboard. A 
specific aspect of this difficulty 
might merit particular comment. 

Again, thanks for a very 
enjoyable, not to say helpful 
magazine; I'm always impressed by 
the layout. 

John Linsie 
Coventry 

8000 PLUS: / think you will find that our 
reviewer said that a disc which is over two 
years old 'is heading for possible 
problems. ' After that, you shouldn't be 
surprised to see the odd gremlin rearing its 
head, although that's not to say that it 
necessarily will. Here in the 8000 Plus 
office, for example, we're still using 
some of the original discs that were 
shipped in for the launch of the magazine 
well over three years ago. They're still 
going strong. The most important point to 
remember is that you should be keeping 
back-ups of all your important discs - 
whatever their age. 

As far as aches and pains are 
concerned, ardent VDU operators are 
usually advised to take a half-hour break 
after every two hours' work. Similarly, it 
helps to be fairly sensible about how 
you've got everything positioned in relation 
to yourself. 

The screen should be at least 
70 cm from your eyes and the table on 
which you rest the keyboard should be low 
enough to allow you to place your wrists 
flat over the keys as you type. If your 
palms are brushing the lower edge of the 
keyboard, you're running the risk of 
developing something as unpleasant and 
debilitating as Repetitive Strain Injury or 
tenosynovitis (commonly known as typists' 
cramp.) 



Biblical endeavours 



Do you or your readers know of 
anyone who has put the text of the 
Bible on a PCW disc, allowing it to 
be searched for key words, etc. 
Several versions exist for the PC, in 
different bible translations, with 
concordances and other aids. 

I am interested in a version I can 
use on my PCW 851 2 or 951 2. 

Dr Peter E Childs 

Limerick 

Republic of Ireland 




" V>^T l^ppoVEAASMT ©H 
tmo^e TA&ieT^ of ^Tor-Je " 

8000 PLUS: You may well be in luck - 
well, partially, at least. A company that 
specialises in PD software called 
Advantage (0242 224340) already has the 
entire King James Bible stored on 12 PC 
51/4" discs as a series of ASCII files. 
Depending on file size, of course, this is 
roughly equivalent to six 3" double density 
PCW discs. 

Jeff Green tells us that his company 
can copy this version of the Bible onto 
PCW discs for you for a fee (all inclusive) 
of about £60 (£10 per disc). The only snag 
is that the Search programs that are 
currently available only work on the PC 
version: you would have to get a PCW one 
written specifically for you. 



Play interrupted 



I have bought the 'leisure software' 
for the board game Scrabble for 
use on my Amstrad PCW 9512. It 
runs satisfactorily in most respects, 
but the booklet with the floppy disc 
is unhelpful when it comes to 
saving a game in progress. 

The booklet refers to resuming a 
game from a disc, but doesn't show 
how to store it in the first place. Can 
you help, as a phone call to Leisure 
Genius and Virgin Games has been 
to no avail? I am new to operating 



POSTSCRIPT 



the 9512, so any directions would 
need to be step-by-step. 

Also, would you know how to 
add to the vocabulary on the 
original disc? The machine has 
challenged legitimate English 
words, like 'mosaics', 'exploit' and 
'enduring', so presumably does not 
'know' them; though the challenge 
may have been a fit of pique as I 
won the seven-letter bonus in each 
case. The program has produced 
some unlikely words of its own, 
including 'St' which is an 
abbreviation I thought was not 
permitted under the Scrabble rules. 
David Browne 
London 



... Again! 



I agree with your good advice to 
David Murphy in January's 8000 
Plus about checking the 
compatibility of games before 
buying: I bought Virgin Leisure's 
Scrabble on the recommendation of 
your Good Software Guide and 
have been delighted with its 
standard. 

I have some reservations about 
its suitability for 'all PCWs', though. 
The package labelling does include 
suitability for the PCW 951 2 which I 
am using, but the instructions 
enclosed only refer to PCW 
8256/8512. There is a facility for 
printing out the final board at the 
end of a game, and a game in 
progress can be saved to disc in 
order to resume it later. 

Although I can get a perfect 
printout of the final board on our 
Star LC10 printer, attempts to save 
a game in progress simply result in 
the message 'File saving error.' 
This will be because the 9512 
cannot write to an 8256 disc - but I 
cannot save a game onto my own 
formatted disc either. The original 
program disc is protected against 
copying for use as a working disc. 

My enquiries to Virgin Leisure 
have brought no reply. Since I 
usually play against the computer 
and frequently have to leave a 
game in progress for several hours 
before I can resume, my husband's 
PCW 9512 is often tied up with 
Scrabble on the screen and 
unavailable to him. He keeps 
dropping hints about buying my 
own Joyce if this goes on. 

Can anyone suggest a less 
expensive solution? 

Marion Amos 

Lytham 

Lancashire 

8000 PLUS: Scrabble was originally mitten 
for the 8000 series machines only, simply 
because the 9512 had not, at that stage, 
been designed. A result of that is that the 
game is not entirely successful when run 



on the 9512: it can't, lor example, save a 
game in progress. We've just spoken to 
John Martin at Virgin, however, and he 
informs us that a 'deluxe' Scrabble (to be 
fully operational on the 9512) will be 
'hopefully' due for release sometime in 
the autumn. 

In the meantime, he is prepared to 
offer you a discount if this inability to save 
a game in progress is impairing your 
enjoyment of the game. 

Unfortunately, it isn 1 possible to add 
to the existing Scrabble dictionary. Virgin 
informs us that it contains some 23,000 
words and choices had to be made as to 
which words went in and which ones were 
omitted. What you can do, however, is 
override any challenges that the computer 
makes. Details concerning how to do this 
can be found in the manual. 

'St' has been included in the Scrabble 
dictionary, not as an abbreviation to the 
word 'saint' but as a legitimate word in its 
own right. And, in fact, 20th Century 
Chambers - the official Scrabble reference 
at the time the program was devised - 
validates this as an interjectional word 
meaning 'Hush: a sound made to attract 
someone's attention.' 



BASIC query 



I always try the Listings given in 
8000 Plus in the forlorn hope of 
improving my rudimentary 
knowledge of programming in 
BASIC. Sometimes they work for 
me and sometimes not. They can 
be guaranteed not to work if the 
program contains a line with the 
symbol T in it; even LocoScript 
(with which I am writing this letter) 
won't print this higher up as it 
apparently should be. 

An example is in line 340 of the 
Treasure Hunt program on page 71 
of the December issue. My Mallard 
BASIC manual tells me that T is 
obtained by pressing [EXTRA] and 
7 and sure enough it appears on 
the screen, but it is not retained in 
the line and all I get when trying to 
run the program is the all too 
familiar syntax message. Also, I 
lose the cursor mark blob 
completely which makes editing 
very tiresome. Can you tell me what 
is going wrong, please? 

D R Dicks 
Falmouth 
Cornwall 

8000 PLUS: // may, or may not be, of 
some consolation to you to know that 
there is a whole generation of BASIC 
users out there suffering from the same 
blight. In fact, whenever the offending 
symbol rears its head in our Listings 
pages, we can be sure that the 8000 
Plus 'phone lines will be jammed for a 
few days. 

Whatever the Mallard BASIC manual 
does or doesn '/ say, the upward arrow is 
produced by pressing the [EXTRAj and the 



[U] keys simultaneously. This will allow you 
to successfully run the listing; it will appear 
on printout, however, as a large circumflex. 
Happy hunting! 



Flagrante delicto 



I am not really a computer buff but 
use my Amstrad as a convenient 
tool for writing. Erasing fluid 
manufacturers declared interim 
dividends before the days when I 
had a delete button! 

I have, therefore, relied on your 
magazine to teach me the basics 
which I require and am now 
profoundly puzzled. 

A couple of months ago I 
purchased from your Order 
Department a 3" Head Cleaning Kit 
- 'Protect your disc drive and 
ultimately your discs and data by 
regularly cleaning your PCWs drive 
with this head cleaning kit.' 

In the December issue of 8000 
Plus I now read in 'Keep It Clean' 
'... Amstrad firmly recommend that 
you don't try to clean your drives 
with any of the cleaning kits now 
available ...' 

Which is right? Have I been 
'ripped off' by you in buying a kit 
which is worse than useless or 
have I misinterpreted something? 
Mrs Joyce Donald 
Hitchin 
Herts SG4 OLT 

8000 PLUS: Your confusion is well- 
justified, Mrs Donald. The 3" head cleaning 
kits to which you're referring made their 
appearance in our June special offers 
pages before we'd had a chance to sit 
down and try them out. We won't be putting 
them in again. 

In the hands of over-diligent users, 
these cleaning kits can be fatal. Under no 
circumstances would I advise anyone to 
use one regularly on their disc drives. 
These drives are, as we stated in the 
December article, the most fragile moving 
parts of the entire machine and can be very 
easily screwed up if handled clumsily. If 
you suspect that your drives are in any way 
in need of attention, get professional help. 



Acute distress 



Could you kindly assist in making 
my homework a little easier? 
I use an Amstrad 8512 with 
LocoScript 1 for my Portuguese 
lessons. The acute, grave, tilde, 
circumflex and cedilla accents are 
available on the keyboard using 
[EXTRA] but how can I incorporate 
them into LocoScript? 

Answer this problem for me and I 
will continue to say nice things 
about your maggy (hopefully in 
Portuguese). 

Thanking you in anticipation of 
some help. 

G Hamer 
Lagoa, Portugal 

8000 PLUS: If vm i turn to page 10 of your 
LocoScript manual, you'll see which key 
combinations produce which accents. It's 
then a simple case of incorporating them 
into your LocoScript 1 documents - as you 
can see on the screenshot below! 



Speedy delivery 



These days it is usual to read 
complaints published about the 
service advertisers give. 

Let's redress the balance. 
I have twice ordered items by mail 
order from Silicon City's advert 
in your magazine. Twice I have 
received the goods within 38 hours. 
Such service deserves a mention. 
M J Bickerton 
Stevenage 
Herts. 
PS. I suppose you will take some 
of the credit now by claiming to 
have such excellent advertisers! 
In which case, I can also claim 
some of the credit since I have 
been a reader since the magazine's 
first issue. 

8000 PLUS: Can't say fairer than that! 



Heavy emphasis 



STUTTERS/ ACCENTS. 8«T Editing feT^ 

lout -till -LSI -IPS 

how fE^LaMout f3=Enphasis f4=Stnle !$■ 



As a regular reader of 8000 Plus, I 
am appealing to you for help with 
what is probably a small problem 
with the printout from the unit 
supplied with my Amstrad 8256. 

Last weekend I installed ^-\ 
LocoScript 2 and since that £^> 



Printer it. 

Page i line 1 of C 
lines f6=Pa°.es f7=fiodes f8=Blocks EXI' 



let s try inserting a feu accents into a LocoScript 1 document; it's 

really quite easy.f 

C 

Not feeling too blase about this? To get this acute accent, all you 

haye to do is press the [EXTRA] and 161 kegs together, Then enter the 

letter that gou uant underneath the accent as nomal - e\e 

C 

What about the role (note the circunflex) of the grave (or % ) accent in 

LocoScript 1? * = EXTRA and 7. ' = EXTRA and 8.C 

c 

Let's not forget the, tilde: you know, the " in SeSor, for exanple, This 

is produced bg pressing [EXTRA] and the 1-1 keg at the sane tine.e 

Then there|s the cedilla - as in the French uord 'ganon', The c 

coup ete uith cedilla is produced by pressing [ALII and the [,] key 

sinultaneouslg.c 

c 

See, it's easy; to find out uhat other accents and sgnbols are 

available, turn to page 10 in gour PCH User Guide. e 



LocoScript 1's acute, grave, tilde, cedilla and circumflex accents in operation! 
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time I have been unable to print 
decent copies of work; they all have 
a double line of dashes running 
through the text, whether on NLQ 
or draft. In desperation, I returned 
to LocoScript 1 but the fault still 
exists, so I'm unable to print 
anything I have worked on. 

I have tried every combination of 
keys imaginable in the hope that I 
would clear it but to no avail. 

I have attached a small sample 
of the kind of print-out that I get in 
the hope that it may assist. 

Please help if you can. I am 
reduced to reading the articles in 
your splendid magazine and 
marvellous though they are, they 
are no substitute for the real thing. 
EJF White 
Bembridge 

8000 PLUS: We've had a number of 
letters describing much the same problem 
recently. It sounds very much like a 
memory fault which more frequently 
manifests itself as a single line of dashes 
obscuring the bottom third of all the 
characters on printout. Putting this right will 
involve locating the faulty memory chip and 
replacing it, an exercise that is not 
particularly costly but one which may 
involve recruiting skilled professional help. 



8000 PLUS: As one of our regular 
advertisers, I'm sure that Mr Digby will be 
more than delighted with your testimonial. 



Referential treatment 



May I put in a good word for Mr 
Digby L James of Mapej who wrote 
to you somewhat plaintively in the 
January issue asking for a fair 
mention of his disc transfer service? 

For some time now, I have 
written the stories and features for 
the employee newspaper of one of 
Britain's major industrial companies, 
presenting them with hard copy 
which was then put out to a 
computer setting agency before 
page layout by a design studio. 

As a cost-cutting exercise, the 
company invested in its own IBM 
computer setting equipment, into 
which it was planned to scan my 
hard copy. Panic ensued when the 
scanning failed to work! 

After trying a number of disc 
transfer services who failed to 
display any interest when I admitted 
I knew nothing of the technology (I 
used my 8256 purely as a writing 
tool), I tried Mapej. The lady who 
answered the phone (Mrs. James?) 
also admitted (refreshingly) that she 
was a technology ignoramus too, 
but said that if I explained what 
I wanted, she was sure Mr James 
would solve the problem. 

And he did. I received the 
transfer to a 3.5" disc within three 
days. My client tells me it worked 
perfectly - and Mapej now has 
another permanent customer. 

Peter Newman 

Banbury 

Oxfordshire 
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Streamlined organisation 



Shame on you for only giving 
Streamline BASIC 17 out of 20! I 
think the score should be well over 
this - somewhere near 22 out of 
20! I agree that it is a pity there is 
no index ... but why not improvise? 
I have made myself an index for 
this excellent book. If anyone would 
like a copy of the index, they can 
send me a stamped, addressed 
envelope, together with two 15p 
stamps to cover photocopying - 
and I will send them a copy. 

I've had my copy of Streamline 
BASIC for about a week and 
haven't stopped reading it since. 

Daniel Evans 
Putney 
London 

8000 PLUS: Tim Smith's criticism, 
relatively minor though it is, concerning the 
lack of an index is still, in my opinion, a 
valid one. There are a lot of people out 
there, unlike yourself, who haven't got the 
time to sit down and compose their own 
indices, an activity that is only marginally 
more stimulating than watching paint dry. 
And let's face it, it's a pretty comprehensive 
book, packed with information. I'm sure 
they will be only too willing to take you up 
on your offer. 



Smooth operator 



8000 PLUS: / don't think it's always quite 
as simple as that, Mr Beet. When making 
the first tentative steps in the process of 
getting to grips with something new, 
sometimes it's good to feel the support of 
other people around you who are in exactly 
the same boat. This is precisely the 
advantage that organised training sessions 
bring. The manual that comes with the 
PCW is, as you've pointed out, a very good 
one. But there's nothing wrong with 
consolidating that information by attending 
regular training sessions - especially when 
you consider that most PCW users are 
probably only using a small percentage of 
their machines' overall potential anyway 
Learning then becomes a fun, social 
activity as beginners get together, swap 
notes and help each other out. Knowledge 
does not have to be more complete 
because it's acquired in isolation. 



With reference to the letter from 
V Battenti in issue number 40, 1 can 
only suppose that he hasn't found 
the on/off switch of his 9512, or did 
not get a copy of the manual 
with it! 

My wife and I bought a 951 2 a 
couple of months ago; neither of us 
had much experience of word 
processing or computers, but 
within an hour of opening the box, 
we were producing letters, and 
after a couple of hours we could 
produce very easily reports, 
minutes, etc. The User Instructions 
supplied with the 9512 seem to me 
to be well written, assume no 
previous knowledge of WP 
systems, and require only a bit of 
common sense and an enquiring 
mind in order for the buyer to use 
the machine. 

I have no commercial interest 
in making this 'plug' for Amstrad, 
but I would hate for any aspiring 
word processor owner to read V 
Battenti's letter and be put off 
buying what is a very user-friendly 
system. 

Malcolm Beet 

Stoney Middleton 

Derbyshire 



Swift commands 



'disappearance' of all the files from 
the drive B disc of my 851 2, as I 
was about to print out the latest. 
That is, the file list on the disc 
management screen vanished. This 
had happened twice before over 
the past year, but I had resisted 
suggestions to get the drive seen 
to, being unwilling to pay a 
considerable sum for something 
that did not occur very often. 



Seeing the light 



Just before Christmas, I had a 
recurrence of an annoying 



Reading George Bridge's review of 
disc sector editors, I'd like to 
comment on his description of 
DU.COM, which is one of the most 
rewarding utilities you could have 
on your disc. 

He called the command line 
'cumbersome' but after an hour or 
so's use it's quite the opposite. The 
commands are short - often just a 
single letter. The ability to string 
commands together means, for 
instance, that you can set up a 
string (d;+;/) that will walk you 
through the code of any file. It's one 
of the most relaxed nosing about 
facilities available in any program at 
any price. 

He made a lot of the inability to 
edit the command line, but if you go 
wrong you can get out of it at any 
time by going [ALTJ-U. Command 
lines are so short that it's then no 
hardship to start again. 

This trick is not in the 
documentation, which shows that 
George Bridge was certainly right 
about that - it's lousy. But there's 
plenty to get you going after a bit 
of playing about and I feel he did 
less than justice to a truly great 
program. 

Finally, I do like 8000 Plus. It's 
nicely laid out, and feels solid. It's 
also good for me to read about the 
weird complications of LocoScript. 
It makes me feel so smug about 
using Protext. Thank you. 

Peter Ceresole 
London 

8000 PLUS: Unfortunately, Mr Ceresole, 
it's never our intention to make our readers 
feel smug -just informed! But thanks for 
your support. 




"pioMT^MN^HirJe^PlUL Th4& 

f>eAM'7 ov~ i'll ep/^e 

M_L loiAP. FILee> ..." 

I thought on this last occasion 
that it might be the disc corrupting 
and hastened to transfer the new 
files from Drive M to my back-up 
disc and complete printing. Then I 
found after two attempts at 
replacing it and using [f7], that the 
disc in question showed signs of life 
and the disc drive appeared to be 
working normally once more. 

Then I realised that I 'lost' Drive 
B only in the winter or in the 
evening when using my anglepoise 
lamp to illuminate the keyboard. 

I remembered a letter from 
someone who had a similar 
experience when he tried to use his 
PCW in the garden. Another 
mentioned the effect of light 
straying into the PCW housing and 
playing havoc with the drives. 

This seemed to be the answer; 
on the occasions when I 'lost' the 
document, I had swivelled my lamp 
round to illuminate the printer on 
top of the PCW, with the 60 watt 
bulb playing straight down on the 
drive housing a few inches away. 

I wonder if any of your readers 
have had a similar experience? 

Neville Collins 

Hammersmith 

London 

8000 PLUS: Hmmm. Curioserand 
curiouser. I don't know about 'seeing the 
light'. The answer would appear to lie quite 
firmly in staying in the dark - and 
cultivating some nifty touch-typing skills. 
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KEYSTROKES LTD 



Phototypesetters 



• Setting direct from your Amstrad 
disks, Loco 1 or 2 or ASCII * 

• Helpful service, reasonable pricing 

• Page make-up, Multi column, 
Top quality keyline 

• Over 120 faces, sizes 5 to 72 point 

• Top quality setting at over 

5 million dots per square inch 



Expanding 



Reversing 



Condensing and 

Italicisins 

available on 

the majority 

of faces 



Super-LINDEX £14.95 Inclusive 



Makes a useful catalogue of your LocoScript discs 
Extracts information from the LocoScript Identity Text 
Catalogues PROTEXT files beginning with a comment 
Output to printer, text file, or file which can be read into 
LocoFile or other database — catalogue several discs in 
one datafile! 

CP/M mode extends use to all types of file 
Designed by a user for user convenience! 



LINDEX £8.50 Inclusive 

Popular version (scored 15/15 in December 1989 8000 PLUS) 
Further details from: — 

*k rtjfcvAl Sefow&it $ew^cc4 it 

470 Leeds Road, Thackley, Bradford, West Yorkshire, BD10 9AA 
Tel. Bradford (0274) 613300 



dATAdlARY 



EASY TO USE PAGE-A-DAY DIARY ON A LOCOSCRIPT 2 3" DISK. 

A4 dATAdlARY or Pocket dATAdlARY (Filofax) 

(including Weekly and Monthly Planners) 

£16.95 each or £28.90 per pair. 

Next 12 Complete/Months 1990 (state choice) 

30 dot-matrix character design + many features. 

8000 Plus Value Verdict 4 



dATAdATE 



A fascinating and instructive day-by-day gazette of Birthdays and 

Anniversaries on LocoScript 2 disk. 

A4 dATAdATE : as used professionally by journalists and producers. Over 700K - £100 

Pocket dATAdATE: NEW! A cut down popular diskful at a pocket price - 

star-signs included only £24.95 - makes an ideal Birthday present 



PLEASE STATE PCW TYPE 8256/8512/9512. 

SAE for further details of these and our PCW HelpLine/WriteLines training 
and design services. (Send blank disk for sample files) 



A 4 IdEAS 

THE OLD FORGE, 66 CURZON STREET 
CALNE, WILTSHIRE, SN11 0DL 
© TEL: (0249) 815082 




Successful projects, reports, courses. 

meetings and presentations can be 

yours with Brainstorm 

• It's an ideas organiser 

• It enhances and encourages your thinking and creativity 

• It lets you build and rearrange maps of your thoughts 

• It's so fast, it never impedes your creative flow 

• It's quick to learn and is genuinely easy to use 

• It's a tried and tested product with thousands of users 

• It comes with a full tutorial and reference manual 
It's sold and supported by the experts - its authors 



■8-0 



□ Please send me: 
Amstrad PCW disk- only 
Brainstorm- I enclose £29.99 
The manual is on disk in both 
LocoScript and ASCII text formats. 



J Further information 
My name is 



£29.99 

all inclusive 



My address is - 



.Tel 



Tel: Reigate, Surrey 0737 243682 Fax: 0737 224157 



Please make your cheque out to Brainstorm Software. 
Our address is: FREEPOST, Ruislip, Middx., HA4 8BR. 

J Our full address is 18 Courtlands Close, Ruislip, Middx., HA4 8AX. Tel: 0895 677845). I 
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This month's competition gives you the 
opportunity to cash in on the best kind of 
learning for you and your kids - the type that 
combines education with fun. David 
Greenhough Computing has kindly donated four 
packs of a selection of educational software for the 
lucky winners of our February competition. 

Each pack, as pictured, will consist of upgraded 
versions of Ultimate Word, Ultimate Sums and, 
finally, Ultimate Quiz. If this last one sounds 
particularly familiar, that's because it's the fun-for- 
all-the-family multiple choice quiz program that 
received favourable reviews in our December issue. 

As for Ultimate Word and Ultimate Sums, well 
they've always been at the forefront of PCW 
educational software. The first is a program which 
allows you to test your knowledge of English 



words by either consulting the large 
supplied dictionary or even by 
creating your own. 

Ultimate Sums, on the other hand, 
will be suitable for all kids between the 
ages of five and fifteen, provides up to 
eight different kinds of sums each of 
which can be negotiated at one of 
eight different levels of difficulty. As 
with Ultimate Quiz, up to eight players 
can use the program at one time and 
an optional score sheet is included just 
to put a little edge on the competition! 
So what do you have to do? Well, in 
response to a growing number of 
reader requests to heighten the challenge of 
our monthly competitions, the LocoScript- 
generated crossword below comes to you 
courtesy of Mrs Ann Lisle from Gateshead. As 
Ann herself comments, 'Like all good 
crosswords, the answers are a mixture of 
anagrams, word puzzles and (in true 8000 
Plus tradition) awful puns.' 

Yes, well, thank you for that, Anne, you'll 
be hearing from us later. As for the rest of you, 
the brains behind the first four correctly 
answered crosswords to be drawn from the hat 
are in for some serious education. All answers 
on the back of a postcard, please, to 
Crossword Competition, 8000 Plus, Beauford 
Court, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2AP - 
no later than the 1st of March. 



Across 

1 Communicatively speaking, a poem in thousands (5) 

7 Place on the green (3) 

8 You'll use it for a stew (8) 
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9 A dolphin of a program (7) 
11 Command 6 down to 
do this (5) 

14 You might do this when making 
the bed (11) 

15 and 16 down. An unearthly 
place to go for a pint (5,3) 

17 Sounds like a tasty morsel (4) 

18 Kind of database function (4) 

Down 

2 and 12. If you do trim tax, it will 
11 across (3,6) 
A lolloping disc (6) 
Publishing company which 
doesn't live in the past (6) 
Keep back (4) 
Would you find them on a 
bicycle built for two? (11) 
For an addition, rip her in the 
sound of bells (10) 
9 across does this (5) 
What nicer fate for a link? (9) 
See 2 down 

Girl around the Queen will also 
11 across 
See 1 5 across 



9 

10 
12 
13 



Next month 



Sprechen Sie Deutsch? 

With 1992 looming ever closer, there's no 
point in all you linguaphobes out there 
continuing to bury your heads in the sand. 
With the recent launch of a Unique 
Language Learning Program for the PCW, 
we'll be taking a look at the French, 
German, Italian and Spanish language- 
teaching software that has been specifically 
written for business use. 

Verran AC Datalink 

Hailed, somewhat intriguingly, by its 
manufacturers as 'the computer product 
of the 90's', 8000 Plus will be testing 
out a datalink which, they say, will allow 
you to link either PCW to PCW, PCW 
to peripheral device or peripheral to 
peripheral - such as a printer or modem - 
without the hassle of expensive, not to 
mention, messy cabling. 

Word Processors 

8000 Plus devotes a fair few of its pages 
every month to the joys of LocoScript 
and Protext - but what about all those 
other word processing alternatives for your 
PCW? We'll be looking at the strengths 
and weaknesses of other, much-neglected 
WP packages with the help of the readers 
who use them. 

Thriller! 

Ghosties, ghoulies, long-legged beasties 
and things that go bump in the night are 
only half the story when it comes to being a 
successful writer of horror fiction. Chris 
Westwood will be showing you how to take 
your readers to the limits of suspense - 
and keep them there. 

Chart Toppers 

And just to prove that we're not averse to a 
little bit of self-indulgence every now and 
again in the 8000 Plus office, our own 
intrepid adventurer, Tim Smith, is going to 
be looking at his favourite ten games 
for the PCW. 
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PLUS 



The March issue of 
8000 Plus will be in 

your newsagents on 
February 22 nd 1990. 

Order your copy now! 



90 8000 PLUS February 90 
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Compumar 

A Great Deal More I For a Good Deal Less! 





Don't risk losing 
yourvaluabledate 

• Genuine Amsoft 

• Guaranteed Quality and Reliability 

• Buy from the UK's LARGEST SUPPLIER 



PCW SOFTWARE 



Now you can buy any software title from Compumart and 
GET 10% DISCOUNT ON RRP PLUS FREE DELIVERY 



OF-? 



C«M« 



■8S3B- 



BOXOF 

£11 *> 



AMSOFT 

CF2 
3" DISKS 



Ex.VAT 



BOX OF 

Tfi 
£21 70 



Ex.VAT 



And with Compumart s 

SIX-OF-THE-BESr 

You can take advantage of super low prices with 
savings UP TO 32% BELOW RRP I 



Just look at the six great titles below and they 
will KNOCK YOU FOR SIX' 

• MASTERFILE 8000 (Campbell Systems) £29.90 

• MINI OFFICE (Database Software) 
PROFESSIONAL PLUS £29.90 

• MONEY MANAGER PCW (Connect Software) £29.90 
(New improved version!) 

• DESKTOP PUBLISHER (Database Software) £19.90 

• LOCOSCRIPT 2 (Locomotive Software) £19.90 

• LOCOFILE (Locomotive Software) £24.90 
(Please specify PCW 8 or 9 Series) 



SUPERSAVERS' llAMS 30L STORAGE BOX 



CLEAN N' TIDY KITS 



TAKE UP A 

GREAT OFFER 

WITH OUR 

SPECIAL 

KIT PRICES 



PCW 8 SERIES 

1 - Clearhead 
l - Cleanptint 
1 ■ AMS 30L Deluxe 



£20.76 



PCW 9 SERIES 

I - Clearhead 
1 - Cleanprm! 
1 - AMS 3DL Deluxe 



£20.12 



AMSTRAD ASF9512 AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER 



^tj\j>^ Designed tor ynur PCW 9512 system li 
^^ lime and frustration! 

• Holds up in 30 sheets of paper % Colour 

• Complete with new versions of Locc 

• Fits on your PCW 9512 in seconds 



of Locoscnpl and CP.'M+ 



NEW PRODUCT ONLY 



£99 



IDEAL FOR 

MAIL SHOTS 

OR MULTIPAGE 

DOCUMENTS 



AT LAST. ITS HERE! 

Just what you've bean waiting fori 

Successor to the ever popular AMS 20 L is the all new 
AMS 30L Deluxe Following in the footsteps of the 
20L the UK's best seing 3" disk storage box, the 
AMS 301 is of the highest quality. 

• High impact resistant anti-static plastic 
construction with inset smoked lid panels 

• Hinged lid with key operated security lock 

• Stepped base for easy disk selection with m 
a capacity for fifteen 3" disks, either 
cased or uncased w 

• Can accommodate up to thirty QN'- 
3" uncased disks 

• Redesigned throughout and now 
attractively finished in grey 




MISCELLANEOUS 









PRINTER R I R B N SI P R I N T W H E E LS 



Genuine Amstrad or quality compatible ribbons at 
SUPER LOW PRICES! 



GENUINE AMSTRAD PCW 9512 
PRINTWHEELS 





Ap*VKBM// co q m u p a a l :1bl E /| 


/ FABRIC / CARBON J 


/ FABRIC / CARBON 




PCW 
8 SERIES 


£4.25 £4.60 


£2.90 


£3.50 




PCW 
9 SERIES 


- — 


BLACK 

£2.95 


. 










BLUE 

£3.95 


£2.40 


MULTI STRIKE 

£2.40 




; 


BROWN 

£3.95 





-— 




Minimum 


Order - 2 
Prices a 


ibbons unle 
e per ribbo 


s ordered vt 
and ex. V 


ith other it 


ems.l 



LETTER GOTHIC 

MINI GOTHIC 15 

THESIS PS 

RECTA 10 

ORATOR 10 

SCRIPT 12 

COURIER 10 

PRESTIGE 12 

PRESTIGE PICA 10 

-90JA. 

EX. VAT 



CLEANING KITSI MISCELLANEOUS 



CLEARHEAD (3" Drives) 

► Safer data storage 
t Easy to use 
^ Prolongs disk and drive life 

£5.90 

CLEANPRINT (PCW Printers) 

■V Removes ink deposits 
k Maintains print quality 

► Protects arid lubricates print head 




£5 



90 



£5 



.20 



LISTING PAPER irx9Vi"60qs(u, 
1000 sheets, £7.50 

2000 sheets, £13.00 

DUST COVERS 

High quality transparent PVC 
PCW 8 Series- 2 Piece £7.80 
- 3 Piece £8.60 
PCW 9 Series - 2 Piece £7.80 

AMSCASE 

3" Disk Storage Case £5.90 

(Holds 10 disks) 




^^Semce ^Guarantees m^Ba^^p Compumart 



\s> Usually same day despatch on most items 

P> Free fast delivery on all items. 
Please allow 2-5 days 

P> Large stocks for immediate despatch 

[> FAST, efficient service 



P> If any item proves to have a manufacturing 
fault within 30 days we will replace free of 
charge or refund in full 



> 



After 30 days and within the warranty period. 
we will repair at our expense 



All prices exclusive of VAT 



> 

[> 




Friendly advice and after sales support 

Any problems quickly resolved to your 
complete satisfaction 

Special offers to existing customers 
vVe aim to please and usually do! 



Prices/delivery subject to availability and only applicable to UK mainland, N. Ireland and BFPO's. 
Compumart are licensed credit brokers. Simply ask for written details. 



E&OE 



A Great Deal More. For a Good Deal Less 

COMPUMART LTD 
FREEPOST (8 0+) 
LOUGHBOROUGH 
LEICS LE11 OBR 
TEL: 0509 61 0444 
FAX: 0509 610235 



News From The Software Specialist 



NEW STAR SOFTWARE 



The Old Rectory, London Road, Wddford, Chelmsford CM2 8TE, Essex. 
Telephone 0245 265017, Fax 0245 263969, Tlx 995143 



New Star Software's Autumn 89 catalogue 

is now out! 



NewStar Catalogue 

Autumn J989 




The complete guide to buying 
rn.n and Amstrad iofluxtre 



r\BN 
51AR 

If 



more products 

prices shown inc & ex VAT 

extensive buyers's guide 

information 

network and multiuser 

pricing 

feature cross ref charts 

Expanded PCW section 

Business software 

Entertainment software 

FREE 
•just ask! 



NewStar Software: Original and best 



Over 3 years of supplying 
software for the PCW user 
makes NewStar probably the 
most experienced company in 
the marketplace. 

We were there from the launch 
of the PCW with any CPM 



Celebratory 
Offers! 



software transferred to 3" disk 
on request; and our classic 
CPM applications, Touch 
'n'Go, NewWord and Cracker 
are still the best in their 
respective fiel ds. 
Several feature data and skill 
portability to MSDOS (IBM 
PC) systems, so skills learned 
on the PCW can be carried 
forward with no wasted effort. 
□ 




To mark the appearance of our 
first major new catalogue for 
over a year, we are giving away 
a free copy of the Trivial 
Pursuit game, or for the more 
serious minded user, a copy of 
the outstanding keyboard 
trainer, Touch 'n' Go - with 
each order for £50 worth of PC 
software, accompanied by a 
copy of this advert. Offer 
applies until September 30th 
1989. □ 



From PCW to PC, 
and back again 

Included in an expanded PCW 
catalogue section, is the latest 
edition of Software 
Technology's versatile 
CSTAM: the simple to use 
serial file transfer utility: 
available with 3" PCW disk, 
3.5" and 5.25" PC disks. 

Move files between any 
combination of these systems 
using the serial connector 
lead supplied. 

□ CSTAM £49.95 

□ PCW Serial interface 
£59.95 

□ CSTAM and interface is 
purchased together £99 



Prices here are EXCLUDING VAT 

AH registered trademarks acknowledged. 



More for the PCW 
owner than ever 

By popular demand the PCW 
section has been expanded, 
and includes the complete Loco 
selection from File to Font. 

Displaying it's usual commit- 
ment to be much more than 
just another software vendor's 
flog sheet, the all-new New 
Star Software Buyers' Guide 
and Catalogue is available free 
of charge - just call/write for 
your copy. 

There are 64 pages describing 
a complete range of IBM PC 
(and compatible) software, 
plus an expanded section 
covering the best of the PCW 
software. 

Accounts, wordprocessing, 
database and graphics are all 
covered. 

Check and see if your local 
software stockist has the New 
Star catalogue available - and 
if not, ask them to get some in, 
but don't delay before getting 
your free copy! □ 

Cracker 2 Turbo 

still the only high res 
graphic spreadsheet 
for PCW users 

The range of features and 
functions in Cracker remains 



NewWord2: 

the classic 
alternative WP for the 
PCW 

Lost in LocoScript? You may 
be surprised to learn that the 
most refined WordStar worka- 
like of them all has been avail- 
able to run on the PCW since 
long before LocoScript was 
dreamed of! 

NewWord2 operates under the 
CPM operating system, and 
uses the universally recog- 
nised codes that allow trans- 
portability of the skill to virtu- 
ally any micro computer - in- 
cluding systems operating 
under CDOS and Unix! What's 
more, the files are directly 
transferrable! 

□ NewWord2 PCW £60 

□ NewWord2 with Polyprint 
typeface sets, if purchased 
together £99.95 

□ Upgrade NewWord2 PCW 
to IBM PC edition £39.95 

□ Upgrade NewWord2 PCW 
to IBM PC edition with 
STAMfile transfer utility 
suite £60 

(Return of original master 
disk required with all 
upgrade purchases) 



OPINION POLLS 




Pollster 

Example plot from a PCW printer 



unsurpassed for the serious 
spreadsheet user. And don't 
forget, like newWord, Cracker 
users can upgrade to MSDOS 
and CDOS systems, taking all 
data and experience as you go! 
UCracker2 £60.00 



PaperBackUp 
Support 

Don't forget that our 
affiliate publishing 

company, PaperBack 
Software UK, operates a 
comprehensive hotline and 
support service on all it's 
published products. 

Extensive support, close 
integration of the facilities 
of UK published 
applications and the easy 
transfer of skill and data to 
other types of computer 
software like Cracker and 
NewWord,. makes 

PaperBack Software the 
logical solution for all UK 
users. 



